




Three Levels of Intensity

Need

Depth of Relationship

Persistence



Luke 11:1 - Teach us to pray

Luke 11:2-4 - Lord's Prayer

Luke11:5-8 - A friend in need 



I tell you, even though he will not get up and 

give you the bread because of friendship, yet 

because of your shameless audacity he will 

surely get up and give you as much as you 

need.



Luke 11:9-11

9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to 

you; seek and you will find; knock and the 

door will be opened to you.



10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who 

seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the 

door will be opened.



Seeking

• implies a stronger desire

• a more focused request

• a larger investment of time

• entails a greater sense of urgency and intensity



Psalm 2:7 – 8

7 I will proclaim the LORD’s decree: He said to 

me, “You are my son; today I have become 

your father. 8 Ask me, and I will make the 

nations your inheritance, the ends of the 

earth your possession.



Luke 19:10

For the Son of Man came to seek 

and to save the lost.



Deuteronomy 4:29

But if from there you seek the LORD your God, 

you will find him if you seek him with all 

your heart and with all your soul.



Lamentations 3:25

The LORD is good to those whose hope is in 

him, to the one who seeks him.



Psalm 34:10

The lions may grow weak and hungry, but those 

who seek the LORD lack no good thing.



Jeremiah 29:11 

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 

the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a 

future.



Jeremiah 29:12-14

12 Then you will call on me and come and 

pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will 

seek me and find me when you seek me with 

all your heart.



14 I will be found by you,” declares the LORD, 

“and will bring you back from captivity. I will 

gather you from all the nations and places 

where I have banished you,” declares 

the LORD, “and will bring you back to the 

place from which I carried you into exile.”



1 Corinthians 6:12

“I will not be mastered by anything." 



1 Corinthians 9:27 (NLT)

"I discipline my body."



Luke 4:18-19

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he 

has anointed me to proclaim good news to the 

poor. 



He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 

prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free, 19to proclaim the 

year of the Lord’s favor.



Isaiah 55:6

Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on 

him while he is near.



Hebrews 11:6

And without faith it is impossible to please God, 

because anyone who comes to him must 

believe that he exists and that he rewards 

those who earnestly seek him.



Why doesn't God always answer 

our prayers immediately?



1.  Prayer teaches us to communicate and 

fellowship with God.



2.  Prayer teaches us "patience" and "faith" in 

God and His promises.



Galatians 5:22 – 23



22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-

control. Against such things there is no 

law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have 

crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.



3.  Prayer teaches us to love God as our Father 

and the Supplier of our needs.



John 16:24

Until now you have not asked for anything in 

my name. Ask and you will receive, and your 

joy will be complete.



4. Prayer demonstrates our dependence 

upon God.






