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Summer Stories: The Parables of Jesus Series - Episode II
“Unexpected Kingdom”

“I will build My church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it.” 
Matthew 16:18 (NLT)

“Church is not something you go to, it’s a family you belong to.”  
- Nicky Gumbel

“Jesus said, “How can I describe the Kingdom of God? What  
story should I use to illustrate it?  It is like a mustard seed planted in the 
ground. It is the smallest of all seeds,  but it becomes the largest of 
all garden plants; it grows long branches, and birds can make nests in 
its shade.”  Jesus used many similar stories and illustrations to teach the 
people as much as they could understand.  In fact, in His public minis-
try He never taught without using parables; but afterward, when He was 
alone with His disciples, He explained everything to them.”  
Mark 4:30-34 (NLT)

1. God’s Kingdom is                          .

“There’s a young boy here with five barley loaves and two fish. But 
what good is that with this huge crowd?” John 6:9 (NLT)

2. God’s Kingdom is                      .

“It is the smallest of all seeds, but it becomes the largest of all 
garden plants; it grows long branches, and birds can make nests 
in its shade.” Mark 4:31

Often, it’s the little things that God uses to make the biggest 
difference.

“Do not despise these small beginnings, for the Lord rejoices to 
see the work begin.” Zechariah 4:10 

3. God’s Kingdom is                        .

“Jesus used many similar stories and illustrations to teach the people as 
much as they could understand.” Mark 4:33 (NLT)

“In fact, in His public ministry He never taught without using parables;  
but afterward, when He was alone with His disciples, He explained  
everything to them.” Mark 4:34 (NLT)

All scripture is from the New International Version unless otherwise noted.
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1. God’s Kingdom is Unexpected.

“There’s a young boy here with five barley loaves and two fish. But 
what good is that with this huge crowd?” John 6:9 (NLT)

2. God’s Kingdom is Growing.

“It is the smallest of all seeds, but it becomes the largest of all 
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Often, it’s the little things that God uses to make the biggest 
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“Jesus used many similar stories and illustrations to teach the people as 
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“In fact, in His public ministry He never taught without using parables;  
but afterward, when He was alone with His disciples, He explained  
everything to them.” Mark 4:34 (NLT)

All scripture is from the New International Version unless otherwise noted.


