
We Are Jonah 
 

1. A story from Tony Compalo. A prayer meeting was held for him 
before he spoke at a Pentecostal college. Eight preachers prayed for 
him with their hands on his head. Long prayers. They leaned on him 
and he was getting tired, especially since the prayers were not about 
him.  

a. “Dear Lord, you know Charlie Stolzfus. He lives in that silver 
trailer down the road a mile, the one on the right hand side 
(Tony’s thoughts). He is going to leave his wife and three kids. 
Step in and do something.” 

b. After he leaves, he picks up a hitchhiker on the PA Turnpike. 
He said, “Hi, my name’s Tony Compalo.” The hitchhiker said his 
name was Charlie Stoltzfus. Tony got off the turnpike at the 
next exit, turned around, and headed back. After a few minutes, 
Charlie got uneasy and asked him what he was doing. “I’m 
taking you home” “Why?” “Because you just left your wife and 
three kids, right?” 

c. He plastered himself to the far side of the car and said nothing, 
never took his eyes off Tony. Tony drove right to his silver 
trailer. Charlie’s eyes bulged. “How did you know I lived here?” 
“God told me.” 

d. When he opened his trailer door, his wife cried out, “You’re 
back! You’re back!” He whispered in her ears and the more he 
said, the bigger her eyes got. Tony stepped in and spoke with 
real authority. “The two of you sit down. I’m going to talk to you 
and you’re going to listen.” They listened. That afternoon, they 
made a profession of faith in Christ and pledged to be faithful to 
Him and to each other.  

 
2. I love that story. And I hate it. Why? Because I believe in prayer, but 

having prayers answered like this is NOT the norm. We all have a lot 
of prayers that seemed to go nowhere (and don’t start with the “He 
did answer, He just said no” nonsense). 

 
3. We wonder why God went out of his way for Charlie Stolzfus and not 

for us. What was so special about Charlie? Why didn’t God heal the 
missionary’s wife or return the wayward son, or shut the mouths of 
slanderers that destroyed your reputation?  
 



4. Since the beginning of time, there have been those who thought they 
had God figured out. They wrote books on how to get God to do what 
you wanted, or that purported to find secret prayers or codes in the 
Bible. They told us to pray this or that prayer (Jabez).  
 

5. Some think they’ve tamed God with precision obedience, precision 
worship, or precision doctrine. But there is a book in the Bible that 
should make us rethink that…and I hope it will.  
 

6. The Book of Jonah is in here for a reason. It is not so that we can talk 
about the fish or the whale. Some believe it is there to teach us 
against racism or exclusivism. That is why Jews to this day read the 
book and say “I am Jonah.” 
 

7. This book isn’t about a powerful lesson from Jonah for there isn’t one 
in it. His entire sermon seemed to be one sentence: forty days and 
Ninevah will fall.” 
 

8. Jonah doesn’t say “Here am I, send me.” He heard the call to go to 
Ninevah and took the first transport in the opposite direction. I’ve tried 
to do that with zero success.  
 

9. There is another problem here: why is God doing this for Ninevah? 
Weren’t there other cities that needed to repent? Was it because 
Ninevah was threatening to attack Israel and Judah? 
 

10. Jonah boards a ship but a great storm arises. The pagans on 
the boat are sympathetic characters in this story. They try very hard 
not to harm Jonah or incur the wrath of his God. It is they who refuse 
to throw him into the sea and they are the first ones to worship God in 
this book.  
 

11. Jonah is finally thrown up by the fish (God spoke to the fish 
and, unlike Jonah, it immediately responded). Jonah’s face and body 
would have been twisted and scarred. The story of his survival and 
his trek to Ninevah would have beaten him there. Stories travel faster 
than reluctant prophets.  
 



12. He arrives at Ninevah whose city symbol was…a fish (good 
one, God). He preaches an 8 word sermon and over 160,000 repent. 
It’s not the sermon. It’s not the preacher. It’s God at work.  
 

13. God’s holiness demands that He not stomp through life. He 
heard the people’s cries and repentance and He showed them mercy. 
In fact, He showed them mercy He had not shown, in any obvious 
way, to Jonah’s people (3:10). Why? Why Ninevah?  
 

14. The word here means “relented.” He did what His nature and 
desire had always been – He showed kindness and mercy. We see 
this in the life of Christ where love, mercy, kindness and grace were 
his “go to” in every situation.  
 

15. Jonah is very upset with this outcome. After all he has gone 
through, after all he has suffered and will continue to suffer, the 
Ninevites are going to be all right (4:1-3).  
 

16. Now, stranded at Ninevah, Jonah sits and waits under a vine 
the Lord had provided (though Jonah never seems to understand 
that).  
 

17. God sent a worm to kill the vine and his shade falls away. A 
sirocco comes and Jonah is miserable. God says this in response to 
his situation: 4:10,11. God cares about the innocent who can’t tell 
right from wrong. He cares about the animals.  
 

18. Romans 9:11-16. This is super hard to grasp. It is so very hard 
not to wonder why Christians don’t win the lottery (usually, I guess) or 
why this or that person wasn’t healed. God is God and we aren’t…but 
that isn’t always a comfort, if we are being honest.  
 

19. About Ninevah – it would later be destroyed by God as 
referenced in Nahum chapters 2 and 3. Like Nebuchadnezzar and 
others in scripture, being touched by God and led to repentance 
doesn’t always stick for long.  
 

20. This leaves us with the story of Charlie Stolzfus. Why does God 
choose this one and not that one? Why does God say yes to this 



prayer and remains silent on another? If we don’t know what will 
happen when we pray…why pray? 
 

21. First of all, I pray because Jesus prayed. Not all of his prayers 
were answered with a yes – letting the cup pass from him, the unity of 
believers, etc.  
 

22. Second, I find that prayer changes me over time. That is 
probably worthwhile enough to keep praying.  
 

23. Third, I am grateful that not all prayers are answered. We often 
see where an answered prayer would have caused us great pain had 
it occurred. Also, our prayers are not able to change others for they 
have the right to make their own decisions, good or bad. We cannot 
change them against their will or block their free will.  
 

24. God even gives the Ninevites options. God sees the far side of 
our prayers (He knew more about Esau than we know). He has our 
best interests in mind but it might not always work out for the best 
while we are on earth.  
 

25. Story of Oscar Mead’s passing and my telling Kara. Our job is 
to pray, to love, and to go when called to go. What happens next is 
God’s job.  


