
The God of Creation
Genesis 1:1-25, 31

[based on the sermon preached on 11.7.22 – available on the church app or at

https://lwac.org.au/sermons]

KEY IDEAS
1. When interpreting Genesis we need to keep in mind that ultimately it is all about Jesus; not

that every passage is about Jesus, but that the overall message needs to be understood
in the light of Jesus and the gospel of God’s salvation by grace through Jesus Christ.

2. The literary genre or style of Genesis 1 is vital to understanding it.  That genre is not
narrative (story) or didactic (teaching) but song or poetry.  This song or poem was likely
handed down orally (maybe written, too) for many generations before Moses, under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, wrote it down as we have it at the beginning of our Bible.

3. The original hearers would have seen a clear hierarchy in these verses, with unity and
which reflects God’s goodness.  This is in stark contrast to the many other ancient
near-eastern creation accounts which are chaotic, involving multiple Gods, often in a
struggle with one another, and human creation/existence as a mere afterthought or
side-show.  This is in marked contrast to the order of God’s creation in Genesis, where
humankind is the pinnacle of creation in a marvelously good world.

4. For us today, Genesis 1 reveals that:
a. humans are made to be workers (as God worked)
b. we are thinkers capable of art, science, poetry, imagination, reason, creativity, etc.
c. we are also resters, as God rested after finishing the work of creation.

CONNECT

● What is the one thing you have created of which you are most proud?  Have you ever stopped
to think that when creating this thing you were acting like God?  Have you considered that
when non-Christians create they too might be acting like God or reflecting God in their act of
creativity?  What are the implications of this?

STUDY

Read Genesis 1:1-8

This study guide and others available at www.lwac.org.au/sermons.

https://tithely.app.link/living-water-anglican-church
https://lwac.org.au/sermons


● God creates light and darkness on the first day, but does not create the sun and the moon
until the fourth day.  This is admittedly difficult, but how might Revelation 21:23 help us see
Genesis 1:3-4 in a new way?

● In Gen 1:6-7 God separates the waters and places sky between the water in the seas from the
water above.  We are familiar with the water in the seas because it is in the form of liquid, in
the oceans, lakes and rivers.  But the water above is in our atmosphere as water vapor.  We
easily overlook the importance of this, but it is our watery-vapor atmosphere which regulates
the earth’s temperature: holding in heat from the sun and simultaneously keeping our planet
from overheating, both of which are necessary for life to exist.  All other planets, such as Mars
or even our moon, go from very hot in the sun, to very cold in the dark, because there is no
water vapor to form an atmosphere to regulate the temperature.   Does it surprise you that no
other planet (that we know of) has an atmosphere, and no other planet has life, either?

Read Genesis 1:9-19

● In Gen 1:11-12 we find the first organic life being created, living plants and vegetation.  Notice
that three times in these verses the text says that God created these plants and vegetation
“according to their kinds.”  Acknowledging that this is written as poetry or song, does this
phrase “according to their kinds” seem to you to lean towards literal creation or development
over long periods of time through evolution?  Why?

● Ancient near eastern people were very concerned about functionality, and the Israelites were
no exception to this.  What are the functions of the sun and the moon and the stars identified
in 1:14-18?

● By implication, who (ultimately) is the object of these functions of the sun, moon and stars?
What does this tell us about what God thinks of us and how God provides for us?

Read Genesis 1:20-25

● Notice that in 1:20-21 God creates sea creatures and not just fish, reflecting the reality that
there are many creatures which live in water that are not fish.  When you think of the
incredible variety of sea creatures, and the many different bird species (not to mention the
countless varieties of plants and trees), why do you suppose God created so many different
kinds of living creatures and living things?  What does all this creativity tell us about God?
Given that we are created in God’s image (1:27), what does this, in turn, tell us about us, too?

● Notice that in 1:24-25 God creates three types of land creatures:  livestock (domestic
animals), creatures that move along the ground (such as insects, reptiles and amphibians),
and wild animals.  Can you think of any land animal/creature which does not fit into one of
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these three categories?  Acknowledging that this is not an exhaustive zoological list, it is
remarkable in its completeness.

● Even if 1:24-25 does not account for every land creature God created, what do you think is
the larger point of identifying all these various groups of organic life in a somewhat
hierarchical order (plants, trees, sea creatures, birds, domestic animals, animals that move
along the ground and wild animals)?  What does God want us to understand about himself in
all of this?

Read Genesis 1:31

● When God stands back and surveys his creative work, he declares it to be “very good.”  The
Hebrew word here for “good” also means excellent, beautiful, lovely and precious.  When the
adverb “very” is added before “good,” it means to a high degree or exceedingly.  So, God is
declaring creation to be “exceedingly lovely” or even “most excellent.”

● Do you get a similar sense of awe or wonder when you see or experience God’s natural
world?  What is your most recent experience with nature which filled you with wonder and
awe, even praise to God?

● What might this creation poem and God’s declaration that his creation is exceedingly beautiful
and precious have to teach us about our responsibility to care for or be stewards of God’s
creation?

APPLY

● Which aspect of this study has struck you the most and why? What are you going to
do as a result ?

● Identify one or more truths from this study (about God’s activity in creation, what that
implies about God, what that means for us, how God views his creation) which speak
to and can be applied in your life.

1.

2.

3.

PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH AND FOR ONE ANOTHER
● According to need.
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