Making A Difference #2

Practicing His Presence!
Acts 17:27-28
To make a positive difference in the world, we must be committed to seeking God daily. To be able to reflect Christ in your life and see transformation occur, we must learn to dwell in His powerful presence. Paul was declaring to the Athenians the “unknown god” longs to be known! 

I.
The Reality of His Presence: Foundational
A. Omnipresent - He’s Everywhere! - (Ps. 139:7, 8)
B. Awareness – We Are Not Aware – (Gen. 28:16)
C. Relationship - To Truly Know Him - (I Chron. 28:9)
II.   The Recognition of His Presence: Volitional
A. Obstacles – We Sin, We Stray - (Matt. 5:8)
B. Commitment - We Choose to Focus - (Heb.11:6)
C. Knowing - We Become Aware - (Phil. 3:10)
III.
The Result of His Presence: Incarnational
A. Reflection - We Manifest His life - (Matt. 5:16)
B. Intimacy - We Fall in Love - (Matt. 5:13, 14)
C. Attraction - We Draw Others - (Jn. 12:32)
We have talked about the importance of our commitments and how they shape us! Our commitment to connecting with the living God is the basis for all that we are and all that we do! Through that connection, we are cleansed, we are filled with His Spirit, and we are empowered to be victorious overcomers!   

Going Deeper:
1. When someone talks about the incredible times of intimacy they have with God, how does that make you feel? Is your response one of envy, empathy or possibly curiosity? 

2. What is your preferred method of connection with Christ? Do you sense His presence through music, nature or in a different way?
3. What do you think are the tangible benefits to spending time in God’s presence? What should occur as a result of seeking the Almighty?
4. What part do your personal commitments play in being able to connect with God?  How do your calendar and your daily schedule factor into the equation?
5. Since God’s primary desire is to have an intimate relationship with us, can you see the crucial nature of being able to communicate with Him? (Hint: Think of a marriage relationship).  
6. What part does connection with God play in keeping us safe from the temporal temptations of this world?  How can time spent with Him protect us?
7. Personal: Are you satisfied with the pattern of connection you have with God? If not, what can you do to improve that critical discipline of your life?
Questions for Our Kids:  
1. Do you think it’s important to spend time with God? How do we do that? How does God talk with us?
2. What things make you feel close to Jesus? In what ways do you sense His love and His presence?
3. Can you try to spend time with God this week? Can you read His Word with your Mom and Dad and even tell Him about your day? He wants to hear!  
