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When I was in my early 20’s, I had a very close call. I lived in a downtown apartment with some 

roommates.  On a Sunday morning, I went with my roommate to drive to church.  We came upon this 

intersection with a building right on the corner.  You could not see if cars were coming from the direction 

covered by this building.  We had a green light and my friend drove at 50 or 60 km/hour.  As we entered 

the intersection, we suddenly saw a black car on our left.  Before my friend even had time to react, it was 

in front of us.  We t-boned the car.   

We hit the passenger side at full speed.  Thankfully, no one was in that seat.   The car we hit was an 

older Lincoln Continental, a massive car with apparently pretty good reinforcement.  We were in a VW 

Latitude Burden. The front end of my friend’s car, a VW rabbit or golf, just crumpled and bent sideways.  

The lady driving the Lincoln apparently missed the red light.    

We paused for a moment.  Then we both go out of the car.  The lady got out.  We called the police 

and tow trucks.  But we all walked away uninjured.  If we had entered that intersection one split second 

earlier, she would have t-boned us.  My friend would have met her front end and she would have plowed 

through that little car.  That accident may have involved fatalities or serious injuries if she was a little 

slower or we were a little faster.  So, was that a coincidence?  Were we just lucky?  Or might God have 

been involved and watching over us at that moment?  

I believe that God is intimately aware of and involved in our lives.  I believe that since my friend and 

that lady and my time had not yet come.  God ensured, that we all survived.  He protected us and 

delivered us from death at that moment.     

Might there be times in your life where you needed some sort of rescue, deliverance, or protection?  

Might you live or work in a situation where someone constantly oppresses you or gives you grief?  Do 

you remember a time when there seemed no way through and yet you get through? Maybe something 

changed or someone came along to help and they brought relief.   



 

Sometimes we need rescue.  The Israelites in Ezekiel’s time certainly needed rescue.  They had been 

scattered all over the Ancient Near East.  The Babylonians conquered and destroyed Jerusalem.  People 

fled to other nation or were forced into captivity.  They wondered what happened and where was God?   

We have seen many reasons why this all happened during our time in Ezekiel.  They faced this 

because of centuries of rebellion against God.  He allowed this to happen to provide a national reset.  Yet 

He would not leave His people scattered and in captivity.   

We saw last week, the turning point in this letter.  A messenger arrives with the news Jerusalem has 

been struck down.  This confirms Ezekiel as God’s prophet.  This also results in a change in Ezekiel’s 

messages.  He moves from pronouncing judgment to prophesying rescue and restoration.   

Today, we will see God’s rescuing work on behalf of His people, including you and me.  My prayer is 

that you will first see your need for rescue if you don’t already see it.  Then we will look at how God 

rescued the Israelites and continues to do the same today.  Finally, we will consider how we can receive 

and live with hope because of God’s rescuing work in our lives.    

Please find Ezekiel 34 in your Bibles or on your devices.  If you’re here in person, it’s on page 615 in the 

Bibles before you.   

 
Ezekiel 34 (ESV)   

34 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; 

prophesy, and say to them, even to the shepherds, Thus says the Lord GOD: Ah, shepherds of 

Israel who have been feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the sheep? 3 You eat the 

fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat ones, but you do not feed the 

sheep. 4 The weak you have not strengthened, the sick you have not healed, the injured you 

have not bound up, the strayed you have not brought back, the lost you have not sought, and 

with force and harshness you have ruled them. 5 So they were scattered, because there was no 

shepherd, and they became food for all the wild beasts. My sheep were scattered; 6 they 

wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill. My sheep were scattered over all the 

face of the earth, with none to search or seek for them. 



 

7 “Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 8 As I live, declares the Lord GOD, surely 

because my sheep have become a prey, and my sheep have become food for all the wild beasts, 

since there was no shepherd, and because my shepherds have not searched for my sheep, but 

the shepherds have fed themselves, and have not fed my sheep, 9 therefore, you shepherds, 

hear the word of the LORD: 10 Thus says the Lord GOD, Behold, I am against the shepherds, and I 

will require my sheep at their hand and put a stop to their feeding the sheep. No longer shall the 

shepherds feed themselves. I will rescue my sheep from their mouths, that they may not be food 

for them. 

11 “For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them 

out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, 

so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been 

scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13 And I will bring them out from the 

peoples and gather them from the countries and will bring them into their own land. And I will 

feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the 

country. 14 I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be 

their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall 

feed on the mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will 

make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the 

strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I 

will destroy.[a] I will feed them in justice. 

17 “As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I judge between sheep and sheep, 

between rams and male goats. 18 Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, that you 

must tread down with your feet the rest of your pasture; and to drink of clear water, that you 

must muddy the rest of the water with your feet? 19 And must my sheep eat what you have 

trodden with your feet, and drink what you have muddied with your feet? 

20 “Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge between the fat 

sheep and the lean sheep. 21 Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all 

the weak with your horns, till you have scattered them abroad, 22 I will rescue[b] my flock; they 

shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge between sheep and sheep. 23 And I will set up over 

them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their 
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shepherd. 24 And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among 

them. I am the LORD; I have spoken. 

25 “I will make with them a covenant of peace and banish wild beasts from the land, so that they 

may dwell securely in the wilderness and sleep in the woods. 26 And I will make them and the 

places all around my hill a blessing, and I will send down the showers in their season; they shall 

be showers of blessing. 27 And the trees of the field shall yield their fruit, and the earth shall 

yield its increase, and they shall be secure in their land. And they shall know that I am the LORD, 

when I break the bars of their yoke, and deliver them from the hand of those who enslaved 

them. 28 They shall no more be a prey to the nations, nor shall the beasts of the land devour 

them. They shall dwell securely, and none shall make them afraid. 29 And I will provide for 

them renowned plantations so that they shall no more be consumed with hunger in the land, 

and no longer suffer the reproach of the nations. 30 And they shall know that I am the LORD their 

God with them, and that they, the house of Israel, are my people, declares the Lord GOD. 31 And 

you are my sheep, human sheep of my pasture, and I am your God, declares the Lord GOD.” 

 
Why did God’s people need deliverance?  Their shepherds (rulers) took care of themselves 

instead of the flock.  (34:1-10; 17-21). Ezekiel uses the image of shepherd and sheep to portray this. 

Shepherd was a common term for ruler in ancient time.  The rulers or kings were supposed to care and 

look out for their people.  But the Lord confronts Israeli’s rulers in verses 1-10.  He itemizes their failures.  

They have not cared for their people.  They abused them.  They lived off the people instead of for the 

people.   

Ordinary shepherds led their flocks to pasture for food.  So, in verse 2 – “Should not shepherds 

feed the sheep?”  But these shepherds fed on the sheep.  They ate them.  They used their wool for 

clothes.  They did not feed them.  They did not strengthen the weak, heal the sick, bind up the injured or 

search for the lost.   

Then the Lord lists the consequences for the sheep of the shepherd’s neglect.  The flock scatters.  

They have become prey and food for wild beasts.  The Lord confronts these shepherds because of His 

personal interest in their sheep. Notice in verses 5, 6, 8 and 10 that the Lord refers to the flock as “my 



 

sheep.”  So, the Lord entrusted His people to the shepherds who neglected to care for them. The Israelite 

needed deliverance from neglectful shepherds.  

They also needed deliverance from other sheep. In verses 17-22, the Lord addresses the flock or 

the people. He singles out those who abuse or bully others. Most commentators think this refers to the 

wealthy and royal class that took advantage of the vast lower class. Notice their greed in verse 18. “Is it 

not enough for you to feed on good pasture, that you must tread down with your feet the rest of your 

pasture; and to drink clear water that you must muddy the rest of the water with your feet?”  So, the fat 

sheep enjoy an abundance of food and clean water. But then they trample down the rest of the pasture 

to make it harder for other sheep to eat from it. And they put their dirty feet in the water so other sheep 

must drink dirty water.  

Notice their bullying behavior in verse 21. “You push with side and shoulder, and thrust all the weak 

with your horns, till you have scattered them abroad.”  The fat sheep of verse 20 do this to the lean sheep.  

This paints the picture of an oppressive ruling class. Remember, we’ve learned that when a society turns 

to idol worship, a natural by-product is violence towards the vulnerable.  So, the Lord exposes shepherds 

who feed on His sheep and fail to care for them. He confronts the wealthy and ruling class for their abuse 

and neglect of the vulnerable and oppressed.  

The Lord renders His verdict on the shepherds in verse 10. “Behold, I am against the shepherds, 

and I will require my sheep at their hand, and put a stop to their feeding on the sheep.”  Verse 20 is the 

vindication of the sheep – “Behold, I, I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep.”  All 

of this is on behalf of the ordinary Israelite who needed rescue from oppressive rulers and people.  

The good news is God is in the rescue business. God’s nature is one of Deliverer. You and I can 

turn to Him for rescue from oppressive people in our lives. Now some of you can immediately think of 

human oppressors in your life. It may be a boss; parent; spouse; child; coworker; supervisor; case worker; 

client or manager. You might experience oppression because of some policy at work or at school or from 

the government.  You might get oppressed online or in the locker room or on the bus.  So you can relate 

to the need for rescue from people who oppressed you. 



 

Some of us might think we can’t relate to this because no one rules over us.  We’re the business 

owner, or the head of the project or the lead in the family.  Or we don’t let anyone rule over us.  We are 

free people.  But though we may not see human oppressors over us, think about the spiritual oppression 

we all face.   

What about sin?  Romans 6:12 - 12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you 

obey its passions.   Sin has the power to reign over us.   What about the devil and his forces? Ephesians 

6:12 - 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 

places.” 

What about death?  Isaiah 25:6-8 – “On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a 

feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.  7 And 

he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over 

all nations.  He will swallow up death forever.” Now that’s good news.  But notice the portrayal of death.  

It is the covering cast over all peoples, the veil spread over all nations.”  No one can escape the 

oppression of death on their own.   

What about deceitful desires?  Ephesians 4:20-22 -  But that is not the way you learned 

Christ!— 21 if you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, 22 to put off your 

old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires.”  Our desires 

can deceive us and then rule over us.   

What about this present evil age?  Galatians 1:3-4 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, 

according to the will of our God and Father.   

So, though we may not experience direct oppression from another human, we certainly experience 

various forms of spiritual oppression and opposition.  Just as the ordinary Israelite needed deliverance, 

we also need the Lord’s rescuing work in our lives.   



 

How would God deliver them?   He personally rescues them. (34:11-16,22).  He intervenes 

and promises to shepherd His own people.  Verse 11 – “Behold, I, I myself, will search for my sheep” 

Verse 12 – “I will seek out my sheep.  I will rescue them from all the places where they have been 

scattered.  Verse 13 – “I will bring them out.”  Verse 14 – “I will feed them with good pasture.”  Verse 15 

– “I myself will be the shepherd of my own sheep, and I myself will make them lie down.” Verse 16 – “I 

will seek the lost, I will bring back the strayed, I will bind up the injured; I will strengthen the weak;” 

The Lord will personally intervene to rescue us and those suffering under the neglect of their 

shepherds.  When we think about this on a broader scale than just our own lives, we can see the power 

and justice of God.  Think about all the rulers throughout history who oppressed their people and never 

faced justice for it.  They will face justice for the Lord will judge.  Think about the priests and pastors who 

abused their flocks or used them for their own gain or purposes.  Then they just moved on or moved 

away without any justice or reconciliation.  They will not get away with it.  The Lord will judge and call all 

to account.   

He personally intervenes in our lives when we face oppression.  He binds up our wounds.  He leads 

us to good pasture.  He restores our souls.  He leads us beside still waters.  He walks with us through 

the valley of the shadow of death.  The Lord personally intervenes to bring deliverance into our lives.  

“The infinite power in the universe is our loving shepherd.  

There’s a second way God delivers His people.  He appoints His servant David to shepherd 

them forever.  (34:23-24).   Verse 23 – And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and 

he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd.  And I, the Lord will be their God and my 

servant David shall be prince among them.”  So, the Lord will set up a shepherd who will feed and rule 

over the flock forever.  He will be David – or at least someone from the line of Israel’s greatest King David.  

So, he will be like a prince over them.  He will shepherd them well.   Does that sound like anyone you’ve 

heard about?   

 Listen to some of the words of this potential candidate.  “I am the good shepherd.  The good 

shepherd lays down his life for his sheep.”  Or “I have other sheep that are not of this fold.  I must bring 



 

them also, and they will listen to my voice.”  That’s Jesus in John 10.  He is the fulfillment of this prophecy.  

The Lord God appoints His Son to shepherd us forever.   

Then there’s a third way that God delivers His people.  He provides a place of peace where they 

will live forever. (34:25-31).  Verses 25-31 portray this incredible world in which the sheep, the Lord’s 

people, will live forever.  It will be a safe place where no wild beast will roam.  No one will enslave us.  

We will no more be prey.  We shall dwell securely.  None shall make us afraid.  It will be an abundant 

world.   The fruit trees will yield fruit.  The field will yield increase.  There will be no hunger.  It will be a 

land of security and abundance in the Lord’s presence.  The Lord concludes in verse 31 saying.  “And 

you are my sheep, human sheep of my pasture, and I am your God,” declares the Lord.    

God delivers His people from oppressive rulers.  How can we respond to this truth?    

1 - Confess and Stop any oppressive behavior towards others.   Some of us here or watching 

online may have experienced the conviction of the Holy Spirit when we read about the negligent 

shepherds or bully sheep.  We need to confess that behavior.  We need to stop it and then make 

restitution for it.  Maybe we’re taking advantage of our employees.  Maybe we’re enforcing an oppressive 

policy.  Maybe we are bullying someone at work, at home or at school.  If we think such behavior doesn’t 

matter, heed the Lord’s warning in verse 10 – Behold, I am against the shepherds and I will require my 

sheep at their hand and will put a stop to their feeding the sheep.”  Verse 20 – “I will judge between sheep 

and sheep.” You will be found out.  You will face justice. So, face it now with humility, confession, 

repentance, and reconciliation.   

2- Admit need for deliverance.  If you have never been rescued by the Lord.  But maybe God has 

made that need clear to you today.  Maybe the need for rescue from the present evil age spoke to you.  

You start by admitting your need for rescue from sin, death, and the devil.  Jesus promises that anyone 

who believes or trusts their life to Him will receive something called eternal life.  This not only includes 

living forever.  It includes an intimate relationship with the Father and the Son.  Now Jesus defines this 

part of eternal life when he says in John 17:3 – And this is eternal life that they know you, the only true 

God and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”  The Father rescues us from sin, death, the devil, and this 



 

present evil age when we put our trust upon Him.  But it starts by admitting our need for the Lord and His 

rescuing work.  So, if this describes you today, I want to invite you to come forward at the end of the 

service and people will be available to pray with you.   

3 - Work for Christ and with Hope while still under oppression.  Continue to admit our need for 

rescue throughout our lives.  One challenge the claim and trust God rescues the oppressed comes from 

those who currently live under oppression.   We may wonder if God rescues is people from oppressive 

rulers, why I am still living under such oppression?  The people of Ukraine suffer because of an 

oppressive foreign ruler.  Many people in Russia live under fear and oppression for expressing any 

dissent.  Some of you live under or in an oppressive situation.  We ask, “When will God rescue or release 

us?”  That’s a natural question but it may not be the most helpful question for us to focus on.  We don’t 

know when.  God will deliver us in His time.    

So maybe a more helpful question is to ask, “How do I live (survive, keep going) during this 

oppressive time?”  If under immediate danger or threat – get out and come under protection.  But if that’s 

not the case, I could think of 3 ways to live in an oppression situation while waiting for the Lord’s rescue. 

1. Let your focus turn to glorifying the Lord.  Colossians 3:17 – “And whatever you do, in word 

or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 

him.”  So everything we do glorifies the Lord.  That can change our focus from the oppressor. 

2. Work for the Lord and not for men.  Colossians 3:23-24 – “Whatever you do, work heartily, 

as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as 

your reward.  You are serving the Lord Christ.” 

3. Entrust to the Lord the timing of your rescue and relief.  For Peter’s mother-in-law with her 

fever, rescue came almost immediately.  The disciples were rescued from their despair over 

Jesus’ death within 3 days.  Joseph was not rescued from his oppressors for 13 years.  Moses 

had to struggle for 40 years before he saw the deliverance of His people.  The Lord walked with 

and strengthened each one in their journey.     



 

Trust the Lord to lead and strengthen as you continue in the situation.  Proverbs 3:5-6 – Trust in 

the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge him 

and he will direct your paths.”  Since God delivers His people from oppressive rulers, we must open 

our lives to His rescue; then follow our Good Shepherd’s lead.  Sometimes we need deliverance. 

Praise the Lord that He’s the ultimate Deliverer. 

 


