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I 
f you are a visitor with us today, we welcome you in the name of Christ. 
We encourage our guests to join us in the communion meal because Jesus welcomes 
all to his table of grace, uniting and filling us for love and service. Christ is our host 
and our food, bearing to us God’s forgiveness and grace through this harvest of field 
and vineyard. 

Lectionary 15  July 10, 2022 

We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’ call to follow him an invitation to 
freedom. This is freedom to revel in the Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace, and patience. 
This is freedom to not be imprisoned by anything that would keep us from the fullness of 
the life God has given us. This is the path of life. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen 
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In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 

 Sprit, Open My Heart   
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. 
O Lord God, your mercy delights us, and the world longs for your loving 
care. Hear the cries of everyone in need, and turn our hearts to love our 
neighbors with the love of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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Moses calls the people who are about to enter the promised land to renew the covenant 
God made with their ancestors. Through this covenant God gives life and asks for 
obedience. God’s commandment is neither burdensome nor too far off, but dwells in the 
people’s hearts. 
9The Lord your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your undertakings, in 
the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of your soil. For the 
Lord will again take delight in prospering you, just as he delighted in prospering your 
ancestors, 10when you obey the Lord your God by observing his commandments and 
decrees that are written in this book of the law, because you turn to the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul. 
 11Surely, this commandment that I am commanding you today is not too hard for you, 
nor is it too far away. 12It is not in heaven, that you should say, “Who will go up to 
heaven for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?” 13Neither is it 
beyond the sea, that you should say, “Who will cross to the other side of the sea for us, 
and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?” 14No, the word is very near to 
you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to observe. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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 1To you, O Lord, 
  I lift up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your ways, O Lord, 
  and teach me your paths. 
 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 6Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting. 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O 
Lord. 
 8You are gracious and upright, O Lord; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 9You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way. 
 10All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies. 
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The letter to the Colossians was written to warn its readers of various false teachings. 
The first part of the letter is an expression of thanks for the faith, hope, and love that 
mark this community, including a prayer for strength and courage. 
1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 
 2To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae:  
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 
 
 3In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 4for 
we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the 
saints, 5because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope 
before in the word of the truth, the gospel 6that has come to you. Just as it is bearing 
fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among yourselves 
from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God. 7This you learned 
from Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your 
behalf, 8and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit. 
 9For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and 
asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom 
and understanding, 10so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to 
him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. 
11May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and 
may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12giving thanks 
to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 
13He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of 
his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus is challenged to explain what is involved in obeying the greatest commandment. 
He tells a parable rich in surprises: those expected to show pity display hard hearts 
while the lowly give and receive unexpected and lavish mercy. 
25Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 26He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” 
27He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 
28And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.” 
 29But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30Jesus 
replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of 
robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31Now by 
chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the 
other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on 
the other side. 33But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, 
he was moved with pity. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil 
and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took 
care of him. 35The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and 
said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you 
spend.’ 36Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the 
hands of the robbers?” 37He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, 
“Go and do likewise.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service  ELW 712  
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 
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United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, 
and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of faithfulness, set the face of your church firmly on you. Rooted in your self
-giving love, may the church find freedom in loving our neighbors.  

After each petition 

God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we 
entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping. 
Amen. 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The ministers and congregation may greet one another with a gesture of peace, using these or similar 
words: 

Peace be with you. 
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Let us remember to offer ourselves—our time, our abilities, our possessions—for the 
ongoing ministry of St. Timothy and the whole Church. Besides bringing your offering 
to worship you may also send it by postal mail or use our online giving option at 
www.sttim.org. 

  

Let us pray. 
Merciful God, 
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our 
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen 

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. You 
have revealed your glory as the glory also of your Son and of the Holy Spirit: 
three persons, equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, yet one Lord, one God, 
ever to be adored in your everlasting glory. And so, with the Church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Assisting Minister to uncover communion 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, 
that by this Holy Communion we may know 
the unity we share with all your people 
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
 
Amen 
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Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  

 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power,  and the glory,  
 forever and ever.  Amen 

or 



18 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen 

  Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal  ELW 464 

 Father, We Thank You  ELW 478 

 
 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood 
may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his 
endless life, now and forever. 
Amen 

Silence for reflection. 
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Textual elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 
With One Voice setting five. 
 

All Elements are Used by Permission.  All Rights Reserved. 
Augsburg License #23225     ⬧     CCLI License #2883346     ⬧     OneLicense License #A-706342 

 Pastor Rev. Sandi Olson Decker 

 Usher Lucille Snyder-Pires 

 Assistant Minister Steve Solomon 

 Cantor Jon Gerdes 

 Sound Jim Helgason 

 Video Jody Emerson 

 Refreshments  Dee Holland 

Refreshments served in the lounge after the 
service 
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Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen 

 

  To Be Your Presence  ELW 546 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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July 10, 2022 

LECTIONARY 15 

A Matter of Proximity 

Most people consider clarifying questions to be helpful things. That is, of course, unless 
the questions are attempts to find loopholes or ways around doing what is moral and 
just. Today we find that Jesus is not a fan of loopholes when it comes to serving our 
neighbors. In fact, the tale he weaves for the listeners today is shocking on its face. To 
suggest that the outsider, a Samaritan, saves the day in the story probably went a bit too 
far for those first hearers. Perhaps that’s true for hearers today too, when we truly listen. 
The Samaritan is an unlikely hero. 

This parable, often called “The Good Samaritan,” highlights proximity as a tool in ex-
tending God’s grace in the world. Those who do not want to help the injured person 
pass on the other side of the street. Perhaps the physical distance helps them feel discon-
nected from moral responsibility. 

But notice the extreme proximity that the merciful Samaritan employs: he gets near to 
treat the beaten man’s wounds, puts his own wine on the injuries as a sanitary agent, 
puts the man on his own beast, and pays for the man’s needs with his own money. For 
Jesus, being a neighbor doesn’t just mean tending to those who happen to be next to us. 
For Jesus, being a neighbor means leaning in, especially when others want to avoid the 
situation altogether. 

To truly attend to the needs of the world we must come in close proximity to need. After 
all, Jesus himself, fully God, became fully human to get in proximity to us. And like the 
Samaritan, this wandering preacher from a nowhere town with a ragtag group of follow-
ers will save the day for us all. God in Jesus is the unlikely hero who draws close to our 
need. 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte Cassino, died around 540 

Monday, July 11, 2022 

Benedict is known as the father of the Western monastic movement. Educated in Rome, 
he went to live as a hermit, and eventually gathered a community of monks around him. 
He wrote a rule for living in monasteries that is used by Benedictines and adapted by 
others. 

Nathan Söderblom, Bishop of Uppsala, died 1931 

Tuesday, July 12, 2022 

A winner of the Nobel Prize for peace for his efforts to unite peoples after the First 
World War, Söderblom also called attention to the revival of early church worship prin-
ciples, and helped to lay the groundwork for the World Council of Churches. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg For-
tress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003225. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights re-
served. 
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Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here. 

Please call Dorothy Kirk with any new or changed prayer concerns at 375-1043. 

 

Please remember in your prayers: 

Delores Heyl who is recovering from a fall and a broken hip. 

Jackie Shanteau for healing and good health. 

Dave Fleishman who has ALS. 

Bernita McClain, Desma’s aunt, whose cancer has returned. 

Marjorie Knight, pray that she becomes stronger. 

Diane Bakhit who is recovering for neck surgery. 

Josh Bakhit who has a brain tumor. 

Phyllis Cook who has a lung condition. 

Ed Olson, undergoing cancer treatment . 

Sandy Hoskin, continued recovery from a heart issue. 

Colbie Schueneman, grandniece of Adrian, with a neurodegenerative disease.  

 

For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees, especially Ukraine. 

For the mission of this congregation, the Monterey Bay Conference, and the entire  

Sierra Pacific Synod, our Interim Synod Bishop Claire Burkat, and for our leaders 
and for the leaders throughout the world. 

Jim McMullins   

Gloria Llenaresas  

Riley Ann Holland  

Ronnie Lyons  

Peter Kracht  

Shawn Leonard 
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Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 

home page: http://sttim.org 
E-mail: office@sttim.org 

Sharing God’s Love Together 

• Preparing for communion:  Our online Sunday worship will include communion.  As you 
feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside some bread or crackers, and 
some wine or juice, as you have them available.  If you need any of these items, please con-
tact Ida Barber. 

• Offering: Please remember your offerings to St. Timothy.  Offering can be mailed to the 
church office, sent automatically using your bank, or online by visiting our website 
www.sttim.org.  

Sunday, 7/10 Worship 10:00 am 

Wednesday, 7/13 Bible Study 2:00 pm 

Thursday, 7/14 Property Committee 10:00 am 

 

Next Week 

Sunday, 7/17 Worship 10:00 am 

Wednesday, 7/20 Bible Study 2:00 pm 

 


