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Theme:  Cooperation leads to multiplication in the kingdom of God. 
 
Text:  Luke 8:1-15 
 
Here’s a thought:  Someone has observed, “We are born for cooperation, as are 
the feet, the hands, the eyelids and the upper and lower jaws.” 
 
Lifeway research summarizes “7 Encouraging Trends of Global Christianity in 
2022” at https://research.lifeway.com/2022/01/31/7-encouraging-trends-of-
global-christianity-in-2022: 
1.  Religious faith is growing faster than the irreligious. 
2.  Christianity continues to grow. 
3.  Growth is fastest in the global South (especially Africa and Asia). 
4.  Christianity continues to spread out. 
5.  The percentage of non-Christians who know a Christian is climbing. 
6.  More than 90 million Bibles will be printed this year. 
7.  Fewer Christians are dying for their faith. 
 
The church that Jesus launched and continues to build began with a small 
band of followers.  We read of these humble beginnings in Luke 8:1-15: 
 1 After this, Jesus travelled about from one town and village to another, 

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God.  The Twelve were with 
him, 2 and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and 
diseases:  Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come 
out; 3 Joanna the wife of Cuza, the manager of Herod’s household; 
Susanna; and many others.  These women were helping to support them 
out of their own means. 4 While a large crowd was gathering and people 
were coming to Jesus from town after town, he told this parable: 5 “A 
farmer went out to sow his seed.  As he was scattering the seed, some fell 
along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds of the air ate it up. 6 
Some fell on rock, and when it came up, the plants withered because they 
had no moisture. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it 
and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil.  It came up and 
yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown.”  When he said this, 
he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 9 His disciples 
asked him what this parable meant. 10 He said, “The knowledge of the 
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secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I speak 
in parables, so that, ‘though seeing, they may not see; though hearing, 
they may not understand.’ 11 This is the meaning of the parable:  The 
seed is the word of God. 12 Those along the path are the ones who hear, 
and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so 
that they may not believe and be saved. 13 Those on the rock are the ones 
who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root.  
They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away. 14 The 
seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on 
their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they 
do not mature. 15 But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble 
and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce 
a crop.” NIV 

 
The kingdom of God grows with: 

Seeds (Luke 8:1-8) 
 

 
 
As Jesus travelled from town to town, a crowd followed Him, eager to hear His 
good news.  We learn in Matthew and Mark that Jesus was speaking by the 
Sea of Galilee.  The crowd pressed in on Him so much that He got into a boat 
and rowed out a few feet from the shore.  This boat became His pulpit, and 
while sitting in it, He was able to teach the crowd effectively. 
 
Jesus’ listeners were quite familiar with the scene He described.  Farmers then 
would travel a considerable distance to reach their fields, sometimes as far as 
six or eight miles.  The fields in Palestine were not large.  Paths crisscrossed 
them, dividing them into individual plots.  There were not many fences or 
hedges.  A farmer would plough most of his field, but some of the seeds he 
scattered would fall upon the paths packed hard by constant use.  The birds 
promptly found it and feasted upon it.  The farmer had no harvest from that 
seed. 
 
Some seeds fell on the rock, settling on a thin layer of soil on top of the 
underlying rock.  Seeds sown in this shallow soil would quickly sprout and 
grow during the winter’s rainy season, but as soon as the rain stopped and the 
warm sun came out, the immature plants died.  They had no moisture because 
the shallow soil became dry right down to the rock.  Much of the ground in 
Palestine was like this, thin and unproductive. 
 



 

Every farmer knows the nuisance of thorns and weeds, which always seem to 
spring up more quickly than the good seeds.  The thorns multiplied and 
quickly choked out the grain.  The thorns may have been perennials whose 
tops died back in the winter but quickly sprang to life from the roots once 
spring came. 
 
But all was not lost.  Some of the seed fell on good soil, where it germinated 
and, in due season, brought forth a bountiful crop. 
 
Strong believers and churches look beyond themselves to the world around 
them.  Jesus scattered seeds day after day.  He modelled what appeared to be 
indiscriminate displays of God’s love and good news for us.  His responsibility 
was not to bring forth the fruit of this work but to be faithful in showing and 
telling the message that the Father commissioned Him to share.  He calls us to 
cooperate with Him by scattering seeds as He did.  The King of kings calls us to 
cooperate with Him in advancing His kingdom. 
 
Consider the Apostle Paul’s explanation of this process in 1 Corinthians 3:6-9: 
 6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. 7 So 

neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who 
makes things grow. 8 The man who plants and the man who waters have 
one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labour. 9 For 
we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building. NIV 

 
This week watch for opportunities to scatter the seed of the word of God.  Look 
for a chance to be kind, pray with someone who is hurting, share a relevant 
truth from the Bible, or tell someone what Jesus Christ can do for them.  Then 
pray and watch the Lord bring the increase.  Trust the Lord to build His 
church. 
 
The kingdom of God grows with: 
Seeds 

Supporters (Luke 8:1b-3) 
 

 
 
The twelve disciples accompanied Jesus, as did several women cured of evil 
spirits and diseases.  These women, who had some wealth, helped support His 
ministry.  Jesus did not resort to His miraculous powers to care for His 
physical needs. 
 



 

Christ’s work needed financial support.  Jesus’ supporters served and gave 
behind the scenes to meet these needs.  They paid labourers and expenses 
along the way. 
 
A young mother was quite alarmed when her young son swallowed a coin. 
“Hurry, send for the doctor,” she urged her husband. 
 
“No, I think we should send for the preacher,” replied the father. 
 
“The preacher?  You don’t think he will die, do you?” exclaimed the mother. 
 
“Oh, no,” the husband replied quickly.  “But you know our preacher - he can 
get money out of anybody!” 
 
Paul explains the principle of support for gospel workers in 1 Corinthians 9:7-
9: 
 7 Who serves as a soldier at his own expense?  Who plants a vineyard and 

does not eat of its grapes?  Who tends a flock and does not drink of the 
milk? 8 Do I say this merely from a human point of view?  Doesn’t the Law 
say the same thing? 9 For it is written in the Law of Moses:  “Do not 
muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain.”  Is it about oxen that God 
is concerned? NIV 

 
Strong followers of Jesus and churches are focused outward on the kingdom of 
God.  A base of leaders, workers and givers is needed to support and fulfil 
God’s vision.  It will take us to do our part for the church to move forward.  
God is calling us to live out the same priorities as the first church in Acts 2:42-
47 by devoting ourselves to Biblical teaching, fellowship, eating, praying, giving 
and worshipping together.  The head of the church calls us to cooperate by 
being and working together. 
 
Someone has observed, “We are born for cooperation, as are the feet, the 
hands, the eyelids and the upper and lower jaws.” 
 
Will you commit to building a solid, strong community of faith? 
 
The kingdom of God grows with: 
Seeds 
Supporters 

Seekers (Luke 8:9-10) 
 



 

 
 
Jesus began to use parables more in this period of His ministry.  Someone has 
defined a parable as “an earthly story with a heavenly truth.” Each one served 
at least one of three purposes.  First, illuminate a spiritual truth that Jesus’ 
listeners would not understand.  Second, to help a hearer remember an insight 
longer or more accurately.  Ironically, the third reason Jesus used parables 
was to conceal the truth.  He knew that people needed an intellectual challenge 
to grow spiritually.  We understand and appreciate ideas better when we are 
not spoon-fed but challenged to pursue them.  Parables served as a tool to 
divide sincere seekers of truth from those too lazy, indifferent or hostile to seek 
truth beyond the surface level. 
 
This parable separates the hungry from the casual seeker.  Even the disciples 
did not get the point.  Mark tells us that when Jesus was alone, the twelve and 
others of His disciples asked Him about it.  Jesus seized the opportunity to 
explain why He used parables.  The time had come to separate the committed 
disciples from the casual curiosity seekers by challenging followers to seek the 
deeper meaning of His teaching.  Then He quoted Isaiah, who, even as God 
commissioned him to preach 800 years earlier, was warned that most people 
would not heed him. 
 
There are secrets, unrevealed truths, of the Bible that will be discovered only 
by the serious inquirer.  One of the many things I love about Jesus is that 
everyone, regardless of age and IQ, can get to know Him.  He waits to see how 
sincere we are before He shows us some of the more profound gems we extract 
from His inexhaustible mine of wisdom.  The Lord calls us to cooperate by 
seeking Him and His ways with all our hearts. 
 
How satisfied are you with what you know and understand about the Lord and 
His ways?  What have you learned about Jesus this last month, this last week?  
If you haven’t learned anything, chances are you have grown complacent.  I 
urge us to give ourselves to find more from His Word, to hear His voice as we 
pray and to listen to the insights of other followers of Christ. 
 
The kingdom of God grows with: 
Seeds 
Supporters 
Seekers 

Soil (Luke 8:11-15) 
 



 

 
 
Why do people reject the word of God without ever really giving it a chance to 
take root in their lives?  Some do because they overlook or despise the 
messenger.  Others have become so calloused that nothing spiritual seems able 
to penetrate their defences.  Even though the devil comes quickly to snatch the 
word away, Jesus did not excuse these people for their rejection of it.  No 
person can escape his or her responsibility to respond to God’s message. 
 
The second group of hearers, represented by the shallow soil, were people who 
readily received the word and responded to it.  For a time, they showed great 
promise, but when they shouldered responsibilities or faced opposition, their 
enthusiasm waned, and they soon fell away. 
 
The third group, represented by the thorny soil, also heard and responded to 
the word.  Their intentions were good, but the world’s burdens, whether 
natural cares or temptations of wealth and pleasure, kept them from producing 
a crop. 
 
A salesman had tried with no success for five years to sell to a particular 
prospect.  Each time he was turned down, the salesman said, “I wish I had 75 
just like you.” 
 
At last, the customer became curious and asked why he always said that same 
thing after each call.  The salesman replied, “Because I have 150 like you, but I 
wish I only had 75.” 
 
Finally, some of the seeds fell on good soil.  Such people respond when they 
hear the word and have the depth to keep growing and the strength to 
overcome the distractions represented by the thorns.  Matthew’s and Mark’s 
accounts mention a thirtyfold, sixtyfold and hundredfold yield, illustrating that 
different levels of fruitfulness still spark heavenly celebrations.  God calls us to 
cooperate with the seed of His word by letting it settle into our hearts and 
minds and living it out by what we say and do. 
 
There is a part I play in indiscriminately scattering the seed of the word of God.  
However, I am continually looking for people who fulfil 2 Timothy 2:2: 
 And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses 

entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others. NIV 
 
The Lord does not call churches simply to raise money for their budgets and 



 

attract people to fill the seats.  He calls us to faithfulness and fruitfulness.  
Income and attendance numbers are quantifiable, measurable objectives, but 
our bottom line for success is the cultivation of disciples who love Jesus and 
follow Him obediently.  Strong churches result when we welcome and walk in 
the kingdom of God.  The church is not a place we go but who we are. 
 
Someone wrote: 

This is my church.  It is composed of people just like me.  It will be 
friendly if I am.  It will do a great work if I work.  It will make generous 
gifts to many causes if I am generous.  It will bring others into its 
fellowship if I bring them.  Its seats will be filled if I fill them.  It will be a 
church of loyalty and love, of faith and service, if I, who make it what it is, 
am filled with these.  Therefore, with God’s help, I dedicate myself to the 
task of being all these things I want my church to be. 

 
The kingdom of God grows with: 

Seeds 
Supporters 

Seekers 

Soil 
 
Cooperation leads to multiplication in the kingdom of God. 
 

 
 


