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July 10, 2022   
Pre Service Slides 
10:30 AM  
Prelude (Colin Bonneau)  

Pulpit
News and announcements 
News for July

Center +
Candle lighting
We carry our Christ candle with us as we live our daily lives. We carry it acknowledging our unique gifts and limitations. We carry it into our own shadows. We carry it as we live into the pathway of discipleship to which we are called. 
Today we intentionally light afresh the Christ candle within us and among us, naming its light as grace, promise, hope, and full life, a strength and power for today and tomorrow. Thanks be to God.

Call to Worship
In the midst of a busy season,
we seek Sabbath rest.
In the midst of sweltering heat,
we seek refreshment of spirit, cool water, gentle breezes.
In the midst of an indifferent world,
we long for acceptance, connection, meaning, and purpose.
In the midst of uncertain times,
we hunger for generosity and a shared humanity.
In every moment, we seek the Sacred revealed in our midst,
the blessed One who provides for us.
And so we gather to worship as a community.

Pulpit
Opening Prayer 
The richness of summer surrounds us
as we take much-needed time for recreation.
May we use this time, we pray, for re-creation,
opening our hearts and lives to your love, Gracious God. Amen.

Center +
[bookmark: _Hlk84318115]Opening Hymn: VU 593 Jesu, Jesu

Center
[bookmark: _Hlk94091949][bookmark: _Hlk94094216][bookmark: _Hlk94082799][bookmark: _Hlk71540252][bookmark: _Hlk74822847][bookmark: _Hlk89773702][bookmark: _Hlk93913350][bookmark: _Hlk84318139]Reading from Scripture:
[bookmark: gospel_reading][bookmark: _Hlk104802681]Colossians 1:1-14
1:1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
1:2 To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father.
1:3 In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
1:4 for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints,
1:5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope before in the word of the truth, the gospel
1:6 that has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among yourselves from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God.
1:7 This you learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf,
1:8 and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit.
1:9 For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God's will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,
1:10 so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God.
1:11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully
1:12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light.
1:13 He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son,
1:14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Luke 10:25-37
10:25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he said, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?"
10:26 He said to him, "What is written in the law? What do you read there?"
10:27 He answered, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself."
10:28 And he said to him, "You have given the right answer; do this, and you wil live."
10:29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"
10:30 Jesus replied, "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead.
10:31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.
10:32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.
10:33 But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity.
10:34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him.
10:35 The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, 'Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.'
10:36 Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?"
10:37 He said, "The one who showed him mercy." Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise."

Center +
[bookmark: _Hlk100220467]We respond:
In ages past, disciples, prophets, priests and historians wrote down their faith.  
This is a faithful witness of our ancestors.  
Word of God for us today.
Thanks be to God.

Pulpit
Sermon:  Bearing Fruit

Center +
Hymn: VU 686 God of Grace and God of Glory, verse 1, 2 and 4

Pulpit
Prayer over offering
[bookmark: _Hlk73435590]Bless, O God, these gifts we offer, shared with open palms rather than clenched fists and given out of gratitude rather than out of obligation.
May they offer life and abundance to any in need and inspire further generosity through the giving and receiving.
We are grateful for this opportunity to give and do so in Christ’s name. Amen.

Center +
DOXOLOGY  MV 191 What Can I Do?
Paul Rumbolt and Michele McCarthy, arr. Alan C. Whitmore
Pulpit
Prayers of the People
Our hearts long to feel your presence, to sense you near, O God. Draw us closer to you, day by day.
Our spirits long for your touch, O God. Lead us, guide us, direct our paths that our words and actions may be a reflection of your unending love.
Loving God, when we rush, slow us down, so we may listen and experience you in a soothing touch and the whisper of your Spirit.
When fear grips our hearts or slows our feet, be the quiet voice of courage in our spirits. Draw closer to us when we feel so alone in our grief, our despair, our pain, and our struggles.
We long for your love and your warmth, for you are our God, our Creator and our hope.
For this we give thanks, through Christ, as we pray. Amen.

Center +
The Lord’s Prayer (Sung VU 960)


Hymn:   MV 42  Praise God for the Holy Ground verses 1, 4 and 5


Center 
Commissioning
[bookmark: _Hlk99453965]Let us go out into the community, 
sharing the spirit of the Lord and allowing the Spirit to speak through us all. 
May the Spirit’s message be reflected on our lips and in our lives as we embrace the Spirit’s way of spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
May we be faithful servants and faithful messengers.

Center +
Blessing Hymn:   Let the Light, the Love and the Wisdom (by Ron T.)

Post Service Slides
Postlude (Colin Bonneau)

Today’s prayers were written (or inspired by) Bill Perry, Karen MacNeill, Fern Gibbard, Elise Feltrin, Della DeMoss, Allison Abbott-Wiebe. They are used with permission, taken from Gathering, Pentecost One 2022.  
