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3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Luke 9:51-62 (NRSV) When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the 
Samaritans to make ready for him; but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us to 
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?" But he turned and rebuked them. Then they went on to another village. As they were going along the road, someone said to him, 
"I will follow you wherever you go." And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head." To another he said, "Follow me." 
But he said, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father." But Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God." Another said, "I will follow 
you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home." Jesus said to him, "No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God." 
 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts be reflections of your word to us today, in Christ’s name we pray. Amen 

 

Today we are celebrating the first five years of Christ Church Gabriola. On July 1st, 2017, this 

congregation crossed a threshold. Before, St. Martin of Tours and Gabriola United were two congregations 

in conversation, in discernment, in negotiation, and transition. The two congregations brought their gifts 

and skills to the table, their hopes and dreams, their resources, their grief over what they had to let go, and 

their commitment to do something new. On July 1st, all stepped over that threshold.   

The threshold reminds me of this morning’s reading from 2 Kings, where Elijah is preparing to be 

taken to heaven. Elijah strikes the water with his cloak so he and Elisha can cross over together. When 

Elijah is taken up in the whirlwind, Elisha becomes the rightful heir, and inherits Elijah’s gifts . . . Elisha 

picks up the cloak of the one who came before him and uses it to part the waters and cross the threshold 

again . . . into a new reality. Where once there were two, there is now one, yet all the gifts and blessings are 

retained on the other side. 

It’s interesting to look back at the Shared Ministry Agreement and see the before and after. The 

original SMA used language like, we will or we shall . . . in the updated agreement from 2020, we changed 

the language in some places to indicate this is how we do things. This is who we are. The congregation 

crossed the threshold and began living together out of the intention set and agreements made. You hired a 

minister, we settled into our pattern of worship, explored our use of music, created policies and tied up 

numerous loose ends on council, visioned, welcomed some members and we lost some members (moving 

and passing), navigated COVID, and are coming out the other side. In 2021 we established our covenant 

with God, which outlines to what we are committed as a community of faith. 



We’ve been working over these 5 years to create the culture of Christ Church Gabriola. We’ve been 

establishing the foundation on which our future will be built. This is difficult work, and I am proud of what 

we have accomplished. We have much to celebrate today. Here are my questions for you . . . What are you 

celebrating today? What are you proud of? What are you grateful for?  

 

Whether you are on zoom or in the sanctuary, please raise your hand to indicate you have something to 

share. 

 

People said:  

- I’m grateful that we are no longer Anglican or United – we are One church. We actually did make the 

shift. 

- I’m thankful for everyone who shared during the offering during COVID. It bonded us together. 

- I came from the United side and am now learning about the Anglican side as the Synod rep! In the spirit 

of our Shared Ministry! 

- I’m grateful to be here – now the border is open and I can be here with you all! I’m home! 

- I’m grateful for our covenant – for what it says and how it will guide us on the road ahead. 

- “Let us walk together, a community on a journey, sustained by God's blessing." 

 In the context of celebration . . . When I first read the gospel for this morning, I hung my head and 

prayed, what am I going to do with that? Because Jesus doesn’t let us rest in our celebration. He is impatient 

– he tells us he doesn’t have a home, he’s in a hurry to get to Jerusalem, he tells people they need to join him 

right away to be worthy. The Jesus we hear from this morning knows the world – both his and ours – is 

desperately in need of God’s love, justice, and reconciliation. After the US Supreme Court rulings this past 

week, we are in as much need as ever for people to join together and serve the common good . . . for God’s 

kin-dom to become fully manifest here and now.  

We, the covenanted people of Christ Church Gabriola, are well positioned to respond to Jesus’ call and 

do our part. We already serve needs of our community in several ways – the prayer shawl ministry, which 



we are recognizing this morning is just one example – and we have a plan for the long game . . . we have a 

road map for strengthening relationships with our community and increasing our impact on the common 

good. Like God’s kin-dom, we live in that tension of being and becoming. While we can’t possibly do all of 

the things in our strategic plan all at once, we know that the things in the plan are not random. They draw 

on our strengths and help us address our challenges. Putting any part of our plan into action will help us 

live into the covenant we made with God.  

Our Christian tradition – and the history we inherited from our Jewish sisters and brothers – assures 

us that God will be faithful in God’s part. God will continue leading, resourcing and inspiring us as God’s 

world continues to unfold. 

I do think we should take time to celebrate – we will celebrate properly in the fall – and I am excited 

about what is ahead of us. Thanks be to God for the privilege and responsibility of this ministry!   

I invite the singers to lead us in “We are Pilgrims,” found at the end of your bulletin. 


