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I love museums. And I am one of those people who actually like to take my
time and read the descriptions of the artwork on display. When Ben and I
have traveled, we have spent hours in museums. If there are audio tours to
rent, we get those and follow along as the most important work in the
museum is described.

More than once, I’ve wondered: who decides? Somebody curated those
pieces. Of all the art the museum possesses, someone chose which pieces
would be put on display for that particular season. Yes, there are some
pieces that are always on display, think the Mona Lisa in the Louvre in Paris,
or Washington Crossing the Delaware in the Metropolitan Museum of Art in
New York. If those pieces weren’t available, we would be incredibly
disappointed. We expect to see them, and often we have traveled miles just
for this opportunity.

For many museums, there is a treasure trove of art for the curator to choose
from. When we visit, we are only privy to what is on display and has been
chosen for us. We see what fits the theme of the exhibit at the time.
Sometimes art has been loaned to a particular museum for a special exhibit
from another place. But we will never know what is hidden in vaults and
storage rooms far away from the many visitors.
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Reading the Gospel of Luke is reading what the author has curated for us.
Luke has examined and researched the material available to him describing
the 33 years that Jesus, fully God and fully human, lived on this earth. He
talked to the eyewitnesses, he talked to people who knew the eyewitnesses.
He traveled with the Apostle Paul and learned first hand the power of sharing
the story of the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus. He saw non Jews,
gentiles like himself, transformed when they understood salvation had come
for them. No one was to be excluded from the love of God revealed in Jesus.
Luke would come to understand fully the cost of following Jesus. The cost of
being counterculture in a world where to buck the system could be deadly as
it was for Jesus, and as it was for many of his followers, including Paul. Luke
wants the readers to understand there is no greater, more important
decision we will ever make than to become Christ followers. He wants us to
do so with our eyes wide open to all that decision will encompass. He uses all
he has learned to curate for us the greatest story ever told.

I want to invite you to turn to the 9th chapter of the Gospel of Luke in your
Bible. From this chapter until the 19th chapter, Luke is taking us on Jesus’
final journey to Jerusalem. Forty percent of this Gospel, ten chapters, is
devoted to this period in Jesus’ ministry. Reading chapter 9 is like drinking
from a firehose. So much is happening that, if read too quickly, we will miss
the significance of each event, each interaction, each conversation. It’s
important for you to take time this week to ponder the entire chapter, to let
it amaze you.

As you read you will learn of the disciples being commissioned, demons
being cast out, crowds being fed. You will read how Peter answers the
question when Jesus asked them who he is: “You are the Messiah.” And you
will hear the impatience of Jesus for these same disciples as they argue who
is the greatest, as they want to destroy someone who is not one of them, as
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they consider the destruction of a whole region because they are not
welcome. You will read about Jesus going to a mountain top and being
transfigured as he speaks to Moses and Elijah. There God’s voice is heard
saying: “This is my Son, the Chosen! Listen to him.”

Woven through these words is a theme Luke is curating for us. Jesus is the
Son of God, Jesus is the Messiah. Jesus has come from God and will return to
God. And… to follow him means going to Jerusalem.

21 He sternly ordered and commanded them not to tell anyone, 22

saying, “The Son of Man must undergo great suffering and be
rejected by the elders, chief priests, and scribes and be killed and
on the third day be raised.”

23 Then he said to them all, “If any wish to come after me, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. 24 For
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose
their life for my sake will save it. 25 For what does it profit them if
they gain the whole world but lose or forfeit themselves?

43 While everyone was amazed at all that he was doing, he said to
his disciples, 44 “Let these words sink into your ears: The Son of
Man is going to be betrayed into human hands.”

51 When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face
to go to Jerusalem.

To go to Jerusalem. Jesus is intentionally going to the center of religious and
political power. He is going to walk directly into the place where he is the
most likely to upset the status quo. It is the difference between a gathering
on Park Central Square in Springfield, Missouri and a march on Washington.
It is the difference between a revival at this church and an audience with the
pope (or in our case the bishop).
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It is the difference between worshiping in church, surrounded by others who
share your faith and taking what you know to be true—that we are called to
love God and love neighbor—into your workplace, your neighborhood, your
school, and maybe your family. Into places where living what you believe
might come with a cost.

And that is what Jesus is teaching us. He knows that we don't want to go to
Jerusalem. He knows that we are much more comfortable staying in the
countryside, where there is no threat. Where we can actively participate in
the life of Jesus, watch the amazing things he is doing, celebrate the victories
and share in the defeats.

We like arguing among ourselves about who is the greatest, who fits
in—we’ve been doing that for centuries. We plan who is in charge of feeding
whom. We associate with folks who think like we do. We know this type of
discipleship. It is familiar. It is safe. It is, for the most part, pretty doggone
easy. Yet… listen to these words as Jesus interacts with others who say they
are willing to follow him:

57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will
follow you wherever you go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have
holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has
nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To another he said, “Follow me.” But
he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 60 And Jesus said
to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but as for you, go and
proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Another said, “I will follow you,
Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 62 And
Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks
back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

Amazing. Perplexing. Bewildering. And yet also clarifying. Jesus is preparing
them, and us, that his way is the way of life. His way is the way of salvation.
His way is the way the world will be changed. And his way will never be the
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most convenient, easiest, or most direct path. His way involves discomfort.
His way means surrendering to the unknown, letting go of the past. His way
is always a forward movement.

This first person is willing to follow Jesus. He has seen the miracles, heard the
teachings, watched as demons are cast out, people are cured, the outcasts
are brought in. Who wouldn’t want to be part of that movement? The crowd
is growing. Every place he goes, Jesus’ fame grows. He is the popular rabbi of
the moment, and to be one of his disciples seems to open the possibility of
fame by association. After all, the Messiah has long been believed to come as
a warrior, with power and might to overthrow the oppressors, to seize the
throne of David, to bring righteousness with a sword.

Yes, he has said he is going to suffer, but you know suffering is relative right?
Yes he says he is going to be betrayed, killed, but that’s probably another
metaphor, a parable. Victory comes with the ability to subdue and remove
those standing in your way, right? That is the way of Rome. That is the way of
the scribes and pharisees.

Yet, that is not the way of Jesus. Jesus will never pick up a sword. He will
never use his power to oppress. He will not sit on a throne in Jerusalem, he
will reign at the right hand of God. He will not even have a home on this
earth, a hole to crawl into and sleep away the days, a nest to hold his weary
body.

Following Jesus means giving up those creature comforts for the sake of a
greater call. It means not lingering too long in one place when there is work
to be done. It means placing your head on a rock and not a down pillow at
night and sleeping from exhaustion knowing that what you have done that
day brought pleasure to the Lord God Almighty.

The second person doesn’t say a word. Jesus just looks at them and says
“follow me,” as he did to the twelve disciples. I wonder who this was, and
what Jesus saw in them? For this person is not named, and maybe that is the

The Downtown Church 5



point. They simply surrendered to the life of a disciple. No stipulations, no
negotiations. Just a nod of the head and a gratitude to become known as a
disciple of the Son of God. Just a desire to make a difference in the
screwed-up world. This person is not looking for accolades, they simply hear
the call of Jesus and follow him to Jerusalem.

The third person seems to only be asking to do what is expected of him, bury
his father. He has a “Yes, but.” The fourth person, too, is a “Yes, but.” He
wants to say goodbye to his family. Neither of these men are really asking
anything of Jesus. They just want to take care of business, finish up what they
started, let everyone know what they are about to do. Seems reasonable
doesn’t it? I mean, I take my family obligations seriously, don't you?

Yet, this isn’t the point. I don’t believe following Jesus means shirking
responsibility or neglecting your family. It’s the “Yes, but” that gets in the way
of these two persons in following Jesus. Yes, but…

The Lord Jesus is standing right there in front of you, and you are weighing
the costs and benefits of following him. Yes, he is the Son of God, but it
seems there will be consequences that I might not like if I follow him. Yes, I
understand that he has the capacity to heal, cause the blind to see, subdue
demons, walk on water, and calm the storm. But what if it is only temporary?
What if I give up what I know and he fails me? What if I walk away and regret
my decision? What if I want to go back? Yes, I want to follow you, but maybe
later. Maybe when my parents are dead, my field is plowed, my life is all
arranged and under my control, then… Yes, but.

Hear these words of Jesus once again: 62 And Jesus said to him, “No one
who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of
God.”

Jesus invites us to go forward, always forward. Leave the past behind. Learn
from it. It has formed you, and it matters who you are. Your life, experiences,
your family all have imprinted in you. It is of consequence, but it does not

The Downtown Church 6



need to define who you are today and who you will become. Go forward. No
more “Yes, buts.” Follow Jesus all the way to Jerusalem. You will be amazed by
what you will see, what you will learn, who you can become.

Following Jesus you will be willing to make decisions understanding that the
first becomes last and the last becomes first, just as he said. We are meant to
serve, to love, to extend grace. There are no swords or weapons involved.
The power of love is far greater than any other force.

Following Jesus we are grateful for pillows to lay our heads, but we
understand there are far too many people without anywhere to sleep, any
place to rest, and we have a responsibility to work to provide shelter and
perhaps a home.

To serve others we may have to become uncomfortable, give up something,
move forward and leave our preconceived notions behind.

Following Jesus means we love and serve our families, but we recognize that
our families are so much larger than the people we call mom, dad, brother,
sister. We are all children of God, and our family obligations extend far
greater than we imagined. No more, “Yes, but” they are different from me.
“Yes, but” they might require something I don’t want to give. No more “Yes,
but” let me do what I want, when I want it, where I want it first. Following
Jesus is being open to the next step he will call you to take, the next place he
may lead you, the next opportunity to give of your own resources—all the
way to Jerusalem.

Jesus sees you. He sees you and knows all you have done and all you can do.
He sees your past, present, and future. He sees what could hold you back
and keep you from moving forward. He sees you and says “follow me.” No ifs,
ands, or buts. He will bring you with him all the way to Jerusalem, where you
will see him lay down his life for you, for me, for the world.
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This is the story Luke has curated. It is the greatest story ever told. It is not a
museum piece to be admired. It is a way of life to be lived. Don't miss it.

Let’s pray: With awe and wonder we learn of your great love for us Almighty
God. We read of the sacrifice and the cost of following Jesus and we are filled
with yes, but. Help us O Lord to want what you want, to go where you lead, to
let go of what would hold us back. May we  walk boldly with you. Always
forward. Always towards Jerusalem. In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen.
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