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Dear Saints, 
 
Greetings in the name of our crucified, risen, and ascended Lord and coming Savior Jesus Christ! 
 
In light of recent events in our nation and farther afield, I have been reflecting on Paul’s address to the 
church at Galatia where he mentioned the opposing work of the flesh and the Spirit. I acknowledge 
that we try as best as we can not to be dualistic, yet our natural inclination is to oppose the Spirit. Why?  
 
Martin Luther had many foes, but his chief opponent was the evil one with whom he battled night and 
day. Luther acknowledged that the old Adam (old sinful nature) in us although defeated continues to 
hang around and tempt us.  
 
Temptation comes in many forms. For instance, we are tempted to ignore or become desensitized to 
suffering on our borders when all we see are potential illegal migrants. Stories of horrific human tragedy 
such as the fifty migrants who died in a trailer in San Antonio, point to desperation and the lengths to 
which people will go to escape suffering. Also, war is an attempt to subjugate, colonize and draw others 
into conflict. Another temptation to cause widespread chaos, destabilize governments, and inflict  
severe human suffering. In addition, following mass shootings we are tempted to defend gun rights and 
ignore a culture of hatred and violence.  
 
Being aware of the struggle between the flesh and the Spirit is only half the battle. Paul said, “Those who 
do these things (use our freedom to carry out the works of the flesh) will not inherit the kingdom of 
God” (Gal. 5:21). Sounds like the Law and it is, if it drives us to Christ in and through whom we have  
power to live according to the Law. Jesus summed up the Law by saying, “Love the Lord your God 
[and] love your neighbor as yourself” (Mk. 12:30-31).  
 
Those who are baptized in Christ have received the Spirit. The Spirit produces love in us that we might 
love the neighbor within our family (biological and spiritual), among our relatives, in our community, on 
the job or at school, on our borders, and farther afield (Gal. 5:22). Such love gives glory to God and 
bears witness to faith in Christ. 
 
Obviously, life is a complicated journey but do not lose heart or yield to the temptation to show  
uncritical satisfaction with oneself. Remember that in Christ and through the Spirit we are fortified not  
only for battle but to triumph over sin, death and the evil one. So, practice the faith—pray, mentor,  
instruct, write, advocate and serve the neighbor in the name of Christ.  
 
In Christ’s service, 
 
Pastor Orin 
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Are you interested in quilting magazines or craft books?  
They are free-just help yourself! Included are Series 300, 400, and 600 of Martha Campbell  
Pullen's Sewing Room hardcover books and a large assortment of quilting magazines.   
Where?  They’re at the south end of Mission Hall on the LWR Cabinet.  

 
Do you crochet or knit?  
Needed:  knitted or crocheted baby blankets and prayer shawls 
Messiah congregation has had a long tradition of presenting prayer shawls to our  
members when there is a special need. Also, Messiah congregation has a long tradition of  
presenting a baby blanket on the occasion of a birth or at baptism.  Please, if you enjoy 
knitting or crocheting and would like to volunteer, funds are available for the purchase of 
the yarn.  We currently have no volunteers. Questions?  Please contact Rose Hohbein at 
417.300.9652. 

 
Do you have t-shirts you no longer want or wear? 
Please consider donating them to Messiah's Lutheran World Relief projects. 
Needed:  gently used t-shirts for making baby gowns, baby caps, and baby diapers. 
(Please leave donated t-shirts in a sack or container on the south side of the LWR cabinet). 
 
Also, would you have time this summer to make a few baby gowns and/or caps out of  
donated t-shirts? Patterns and instructions are available on the LWR cabinet at the south 
end of Mission Hall. T-shirts are available in the bottom right drawer.  Using t-shirts to make 
the gowns and caps will help with the cost of each baby kit, which contains two gowns 
and one cap.  Questions? Please contact Rose Hohbein at 417.300.9652. 

The current memorial/funeral luncheon coordinator will be retiring from this position as of  
December 31, 2022.  If you would be willing to serve in this capacity, please notify the church 
office or Irene Chaloupecky 417.883.4188.  The only requirements are a willingness to serve 
and availability during the daytime. 
 
There is a team in place that is experienced and work well together.  Time requirement is only 
the day prior and the day of the service.  By volunteering now, there will be adequate time 
for orientation. 
 
Families are always so appreciative of the meal provided in this time of loss.  Thank you for 
considering this much appreciated activity. 
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Ukraine was invaded on February 24th–over three months ago. Slavic churches in our area 
have reached out to help refugees fleeing from this horrific attack. Messiah is assisting the 
area Slavic churches in supporting these families with monetary offerings and donating 
new or gently used items that every home needs. See the list at the end of this article for 
contact names and phone numbers and where donations can be taken.   
  
The giver is more blessed than the receiver...would certainly be something Carolyn  
Malcolm would say regarding the joy she had when she decided to downsize and donate 
some of her furniture. She called one of the phone numbers listed below to schedule the 
pickup. Two men arrived with two vans. Carolyn said they were so excited and so  
appreciative. Everything went to a little house in Springfield where two families are living. 
Carolyn said when she arrived, lots of little kids came out and gave her hugs and kisses. 
One of the men explained to Carolyn that his mother was sick and unable to travel and is 
still in Russia and that he is very worried about her.   
        
We have witnessed on the news total devastation of apartment buildings and homes with 
huge clouds of fire and black smoke filling the sky. We've seen people fleeing with only a 
bag or small suitcase, trying to make their way through the rubble, leaving, not knowing 
where they will end up. We've seen people waiting, hoping to get on a bus or train to flee 
to safety; or, people packed into a building filled with refugees of all ages, with women 
weeping, many carrying a small child and trying to hold onto the hand of another child or 
two while they wait. 
  
We have been given an opportunity to help by teaming up with local Slavic churches who 
are sponsoring some of these refugees. These people, mostly families, have nothing when 
they arrive. These area Slavic churches are providing transportation to our area and are 
attempting to locate housing. A huge obstacle is the cost of housing as monthly rentals are 
$1200 to $1500 in our area. Other items we take for granted (clothing, shoes, bedding,  
mattresses, bed frames, hygiene essentials, towels, kitchen appliances and sets of dishes 
and silverware) are all needed. Sponsoring a family is complicated and is a two-year  
commitment at a minimum in most cases. The needs are truly great!  Pastor Orin will be 
working directly with the pastor of the Bread of Life Slavic Church located at 2852 E.  
County Line Rd, Rogersville, MO, to "offer healing and care" and hospitality from our  
congregation to those in need.   
  
In order to simplify and help with the most immediate critical needs like food and housing 
when refugees arrive, a temporary designated account-Ukrainian Refugee Fund-has been 
set up at Messiah. Members who wish to donate to the local refugee needs can place 
their check or cash in an envelope marked "Ukrainian Refugee Fund". Checks should be 
made payable to Messiah Lutheran Church and marked "Ukraine" in the memo area.  
Envelopes marked "Ukrainian Refugee Fund" are also available in the pews. Donations can 
be placed in the offering plate, brought in, or mailed to the church office. Most of the  
volunteers from the Slavic churches who are helping these refugees speak Ukrainian and 
Russian fluently, and they are able to offer assistance to these incoming refugees whom 
others in the community cannot.  Since each family's needs for clothing and other items will 
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be specific to that family, having the funds available will simplify meeting needs as quickly 
as possible.     
  
If you have items to donate, listed below are contact persons with the Slavic churches to 
contact for more information. Please give only gently used or new items.   
  
Alina 585.766.4177 or Lilly 503.705.1737-There is a Drop-Off Location at US 60 & Farm Rd 205, 
Rogersville, MO.  Text/call for exact address and to coordinate the drop-off. Please do not 
bring furniture to drop-off location without prior approval.               
                                                                            
Olga Vedernikov 417.459.5252 is the contact person for the Bread of Life Slavic Church. 
They are collecting/distributing donations to the Ukrainian Refugees. Note: Your donations 
are tax deductible. (The Bread of Life Slavic Church is a 501 (c) public charity organization 
under the Internal Revenue Code that is tax-exempt and eligible to receive tax-
deductible items such as clothing, furniture, dishes, and children’s toys.) 
  
If you would like to volunteer contact: Alina 585.766.4177 or Lilly 503.705.1737. 
  
Please continue to pray for the Ukrainian people and the refugees in our midst.        

We will resume blood pressure readings in July! We will use the cry room.  On  
Saturdays the readings will be done from 4:45 to 5:30 PRIOR to the service.   
 
On Sundays the readings will be done from 10:30 to 11:30 AFTER the service.  If you are not 
fully vaccinated and boosted, please wear a mask. (Masks will be provided for anyone who 
needs one.) 
 
Dates for blood pressure readings: 
July 2 & 3     
August 6 & 7     
September 3 & 4     
October 1 & 2      
November 5 & 6     
December 3 & 4 
 
Mark your calendar’s—see you there! 



3DJH�� 

Loving God, 
  
I recently participated in an ELCA Zoom meeting discussing racism.  One statement made 
by a member really stuck with me. A friend who is a person of color asked this ELCA member, 
“Do you ever think about your “whiteness?” When the member answered no, the friend  
stated, “I have to think about my color all the time.” It’s not hard to imagine some of the 
negative experiences a person of color experiences. Even just the stress of not knowing how 
they’ll be treated could be overwhelming. We can recall the recent racially motivated TOPS 
Grocery store shootings in New York to see how far some will go with their racial hatred. The 
ELCA Racial Justice/Anti-Racism working definition of race: a social “construct that artificially 
divides people into distinct groups based on characteristics such as physical appearance 
(particularly color), ancestral heritage, cultural affiliation, cultural history, ethnic classification, 
and the social economic and political needs of a society at a given period of time.” 
“Racism is the race prejudice combined with the misuse of institutional and systemic power.” 
“An institutionalized system of economic, political, social, and cultural relations that ensures 
that one racial group has and maintains power and privilege over all others in all aspects of 
life. Individual participation in racism occurs when the objective outcome of behavior rein-
forces these relations, regardless of the subjective intent. Consequently, an individual may 
act in a racist manner unintentionally.”   
  
I have always felt empathy for others, even as a child. I am grateful because it lets me  
experience the transformation of standing in another’s shoes. When I invest time and effort in 
listening and being with others in their place, I can begin the transformation of seeing the 
world from their perspectives. I am grateful for the experience, about ten years ago, when I 
was able to learn some of the history of racism from a Brentwood Christian Church  
Anti-racism conference. You might remember when we spent a month in Sunday School  
listening to persons in our community who have experienced racism and hearing history from 
Bruce Callen and Jeremy Schenk, who offered to share the information from my  
conference. The ELCA Social Statements and prayers that deal with what confronts us in  
society can really speak to us.  We can pray that the Holy Spirit breaks through our resistance 
to new knowledge about racism.  What do we do now? The journey of transformation is not 
easy and certainly not conflict free. As Pastor Linda’s Healing Service sermon asked, “Will we 
be capable of putting white supremacy behind us? Can we reject and transcend racism? 
Racism is evident in ways we can no longer ignore.” I believe it will take each of us and all of 
us to do so.  We must examine our own actions. We must be courageous. We must act. We 
must ask, how can I participate in forming a more loving and peaceful society?   
  
These words from ELCA Racial Justice Ministries are important. One Body Many Members, a 
journey across race, culture, and class: “We believe that Christ’s church is for all people. God 
calls each of us by name, and it is not our job to sort, divide, categorize or exclude. But as 
“saints and sinners”, we know and experience God’s work of healing and restoring as well as 
the persistent human pain and injustices of racism in the world. This is where God has put us, 
in the thick of life, where we participate in what God is doing by insisting on justice and  
upholding human dignity for the inclusion of all people in the life of the church and society. 
We are called to be a church that embraces each person and confronts racial, ethnic,  
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cultural, religious, age, gender, familial, sexual orientation, physical, personal and class  
barriers that often manifest themselves in unjust treatment, inequalities, exclusion, and  
violence.” 
  
I am inspired and impacted anew when I watch a movie like Selma, Just Mercy, Hidden  
Figures, The Secret Life of Bees, etc. Yet when my youngest daughter began dating a young 
black man from out of state, I really struggled because I didn’t like him. I didn’t know if this 
was racism on my part, being embarrassed she was one of the few students in her high 
school dating someone who was black, not knowing his family or background, being  
puzzled because he didn’t speak when he came to our home. I’m grateful God was with me 
in that time of confusion and uncertainty. I now have a son-in-law from Trinidad and two  
“bi-racial” grandchildren whom I love dearly. My daughter calls me out when I say  
something racially insensitive like, describing a black television commentator as articulate 
and wise, which implies I am surprised by it. Saying it to a person of color would be deemed 
an insult. Another time, while driving through D.C., I saw a small group of black youth on the 
sidewalk and said, “I hope they are up to something good.” It’s scary how our brains are  
socialized to jump to those racial assumptions. I’m reminded of Pastor Orin’s words about 
Juneteenth, “Who are you scared of? Who do you wish to avoid? Why do they scare you? 
How are we with each other? My hope is that we each play a part in developing a healing 
community.” As Pastor Orin said, “The Spirit is ever with us to cast out the demons of racism 
and to help us restore community. This is the calling we are about.” 
  
As Bishop Michael Curry stated in a January 18, 2019, devotion “Let justice roll down like  
water, based on Amos 5:22-25. Worship is worthless…if it is not accompanied by earnest 
words and genuine acts of justice. Worship is worthless…if we close our eyes and ears and 
hearts to the poor, the oppressed, and the helpless.” This is what Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
was talking about when he proclaimed, “No, no, we are not satisfied, and will not be  
satisfied, until justice rolls down like water and righteousness like a mighty stream.”  
 
O God of justice, by your Spirit, help us who dare to follow Jesus to see you in the faces of all 
those we meet and respond faithfully.” Amen 



3DJH�� 

July 2022:  The Sweetness of Water by Nathan Harris © March 2021 is a historical page-turner, 
was on Oprah’s Book Club, and won the Booker Prize. The author’s debut novel gives us  
incredibly humane storytelling about hope and the lives of ordinary people. We need to  
believe in our better angels, that we too can come together and rise above.  
Facilitated by Marcie Rosenkoetter 
 
August 2022:  We Begin at the End by Chris Whitaker ©2021 is an extraordinary novel about 
people who deserve so much more than life serves them. A police chief who never grew up 
and a girl who never had a childhood try to solve the murder of someone they love. This is a 
story of family, loss, and hope. Facilitated by Marilyn Dial 
 
September 2022:  The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel Wilkinson © originally September 2010 is 
an epic story of America’s Great Migration and is a National Book Critics Circle Award  
Winner. It chronicles the Jim Crow South and the dual nature of life in the North, where  
segregation was illegal, but still intruded on the lives of many. Facilitated by Vickie Donnell 
 
October 2022:  The Woman Behind the New Deal by Kirstin Downey © originally 2009 is an  
inspiring new biography that illuminates Perkins’ career but also deepens the known  
contradictions of Roosevelt’s character. She was FDR’s Secretary of Labor and his moral  
conscience. Facilitated by Jean Bardy 
 
November 2022:  The Library Book by Susan Orlean ©2018 is a NY Times Best Seller about the 
1986 fire at the Los Angeles Central Library. It showcases the crucial role that libraries play in 
our lives, delves into the evolution of libraries, and brings each department of the  
library to vivid life. Facilitated by Carolyn Malcomb 
 
December 2022:  The Book of Joy by Desmond Tutu and the Dalai Lama © 2001 is a book 
about Nobel Prize Laureate Archbishop Tutu’s  travels to His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s home 
in India on his 80th birthday. Together, they looked back on their long lives to answer a single 
burning question: How do we find joy in the face of life’s inevitable suffering.  
Facilitated by Nadine Melgren 
 
January 2022:  Peace like a River by Leif Unger © 2001 is a story about a father raising his 
three children in 1960’s Minnesota.  It is at once a heroic quest, a love story, and a haunting  
meditation on the possibility of magic in the everyday world. Facilitated by Jean Bardy 
 
February 2023:  Caste by Isabell Wilkinson © 2020 is a Goodreads Choice Awards Best History 
& Biography & deeply researched. Caste is the granting or withholding of respect, status, 
honor, attention, privileges, resources, benefit of the doubt, and human kindness to  
someone based on their perceived rank or standing in the hierarchy.  
Facilitated by Carolyn Gerdes 
 
March 2023:  Damnation Spring by Ash Davidson ©2021 is a debut novel about love, work, 
and marriage in a Pacific Northwest logging town that is wrenched by a mystery that  
threatens to derail its way of life. This is a compassionate portrait of a community clinging to 
a vanishing way of life. This book is an enlightening exploration of how treating terminal  
disease, especially linked to aging, may destroy the final moments of our lives.  
Facilitated by Marilyn Dial 
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April 2023:  Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger © 2013, won an Edgar Award. It is a 
brilliantly moving account of a boy standing at the door of his young manhood, trying to 
understand a world that seems to be falling apart around him.  
Facilitated by Vickie Donnell 
 
May 2023:  The Orphan Collector by Ellen Marie Wiseman ©2021 is about a young woman 
who endures incredible loss and tragedy, then fights to find her missing siblings and bring 
a criminal to justice against the backdrop of the Spanish flu epidemic.  
Facilitated by Jane Schwab 
 
June 2023:  This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger ©2019 has thoughtful themes  
including, found family, survival, searching for safety and home, loyalty, friendship,  
helping others, homelessness, generosity, bravery, faith, reconciliation, and healing.  
Facilitated by Sue Polly 

The Congregational Care Committee is interested in establishing a Technology Ministry.  We 
want to ensure that everyone who is homebound or otherwise unable to attend church in 
person can seamlessly access Messiah church services and communicate with the church 
office on TV, smartphone, and other internet devices.   
 
We would also hope to assist anyone who might have questions about using the full potential 
of his/her phone or computer or help with the set up of a new internet or Bluetooth enabled 
device such as a TV, remote control, phone, computer, router, or even a new car  
infotainment system, doorbell, or coffeemaker. 
 
We need to pair experts with those who would like help. If you are the parent of an expert or 
love playing with all the new technology yourself, please get in touch with the Messiah 
church office. 
 
Also, if you need help with viewing online church services or would like to set up a new 
phone or device or better understand the devices you have, please get in touch with the 
office so that we can pair you with an expert. 
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Messiah’s Prayer Ministry Mission offers healing and care for those in need through prayer  
ministry.  
 
We invite you to participate in a variety of ways. Submit a prayer request, join the Prayer  
Support Team, or join the I-Prayer Ministry Volunteers. We are grateful to include you. 
 
Prayer requests are submitted by: 
· Contact Messiah’s Office or Pastor 
· Submit on Messiah’s Church App: click on Prayer Wall, hit “add” in the upper right corner, 

fill out the information and hit “send” in the upper right corner. 
 
Prayers requests are referred to the appropriate group. 
· Read Aloud Prayers are requests to be “Read Aloud” during worship services.  
· Messiah’s Prayer Support Team receives both “read aloud” and “confidential / private” 

prayer concerns. Prayer Support Team prays for congregation members and all current 
prayer requests.  

+ Meets on the second and fourth Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m. 
+ Prayers for Healing & Wholeness are listed for one month unless someone calls 

to update the information or stipulates otherwise. 
+ Prayers of Continued Healing & Strength for Chronic Health Issues as well as 

Prayers for those Serving Our Country will be left longer until improvement and/
or change in status occurs. 

+ Prayers for New & Expectant Parents & Newborns remain on the prayer list 
through age two years. 

· Immediate-Prayer Email Ministry volunteers pray individually on their own. Volunteers  
receive an email from the Messiah’s Office Administrator. They begin praying  
immediately for the person referred to them. After the immediate request for prayer, the 
request is added to the “Read Aloud” Prayers and Prayers for Healing and Wholeness, 
unless privacy is requested. 

 
** It is the responsibility of the person requesting prayer to update Prayer Ministry monthly 
about the condition of the individual on the Prayer List. ** 
 
Messiah is continually blessed through our prayer ministry.   
To become part of this prayer ministry, contact Messiah’s office. 
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Larry and I were honored to serve as voting delegates for our church this year. I was asked to fill in 
for Peggy Shelton who was originally the female delegate, but was unable to attend. In our 35 
years at Messiah Larry and I have served as delegates 4 times. We think this was the most  
transformative assembly we have attended to date. The main speaker, Cynthia Moe-Lobeda 
PhD, Professor of Theological and Social Ethics, was amazing. In a nutshell, her talks simply said 
that it’s all about relationships. God wants to be in relationship with us, and us with God. We are 
also to be in relationship with each other, regardless of where you come from, what your  
socio-economic status is, what your sexual orientation is. We are also to be in relationship with this 
earth that we have been given to care for. As we, as a church, and individuals, go forward, let us 
look for opportunities to put this into action. I have listed three resolutions that were voted on and 
passed at the assembly. They follow the information about the assembly offering. I know they are 
long, but I figured that you would like to know what was decided.  
 
This year’s Synod Assembly offering was dedicated to the following three ministries:  
1. Lutherans Restoring Creation (LRC) is a grassroots movement promoting care for creation in 

the ELCA. We accomplish this by cultivating a community of dedicated stewards of earth and 
neighbor who proclaim God’s promise of hope and healing for all. LRC is driven by laity, pas-
tors, lay professionals, synod leadership, and others who hold positions in the ELCA and its insti-
tutions.  

2. Camp Tomah Shinga builds programs to grow faith in God as a ministry of the Central States 
Synod and the ELCA. Programming centers around the grace God provides us each day. 
Camp Tomah Shinga is a member of the Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Association of Kansas, or 
LOMAK, and strives to provide each camper the tools and opportunities they need to deepen 
their relationship with God. It has been serving the Central States Synod and beyond for over 
half a century.  

3. The Hollis Renewal Center is a place for prayer, reflection, learning, and renewal. It  
provides "a time and place apart" for individuals, small groups, and organizations to pause 
and reflect on their mission. It embodies hospitality and gives guests the time and space to be 
transformed from a collection of individuals into a community. Hollis takes very seriously the 
gifts of time, land, buildings, and resources and uses them wisely to care for their sustainanbility 
into the future. 

 
Resolutions that were voted on: 
Resolution SA 22.04 A SEASON OF GLOBAL AWARENESS Remembering our Companion Synods 
and ELCA ministries around the world. Because it is vitally important for the people, the  
congregations and the leadership of the Central States Synod to be aware that we are part of a 
world-wide community of faith that is called to bear one another’s burdens, share our unique gifts 
with one another and both give and receive the unique witness to the gospel that is present in 
the church as it is embodied in the many different countries, cultures and languages around the 
world, the Companion Synod Team calls upon the Voting members of the Central States Synod 
Assembly to adopt the following resolution. Be it resolved that the Epiphany Season be  
designated as a “Season of Global Awareness” for congregations within the Central States Synod 
and that congregations intentionally lift up the church around the world through prayer, song, 
educational events and in any way appropriate to the context of the congregation. The focus 
would be not only on our Companion Synods in Papua New Guinea and Russia, but also the 
Global Ministry we share in through the Global Mission Arm of the ELCA such as Missionary  
Sponsorship, Young Adults in Global Mission, and our support of Projects that promote the witness 
of the Gospel, works of compassion and Justice ministry around the world. Be it also resolved that 
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Sunday, October 2, 2022, shall be designated as the Sunday to remember, lift up and celebrate 
our companion church relationship with the “Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Urals, Siberia 
and Far East” (ELCUSFE) with a special focus on the Far Eastern Deanery. (This date was chosen 
because the first Sunday in October is widely observed by the churches in Russia as a harvest  
Sunday when they give thanks and celebrate the completion of the fall harvest). Be it also  
resolved that Sunday, April 23, 2023, be designated as the Sunday to remember, lift up and  
celebrate our companion church relationship with the Kote District of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Papua New Guinea (ELCPNG). We chose this Sunday because the Gospel lesson is Luke 
24;13-35, which is the account of Jesus walking with two disheartened disciples on the road to  
Emmaus is a story that is a wonderful illustration of the way we are to walk with our companion 
Christians in Papua New Guinea and Russia that Jesus might be revealed through our interactions. 
The Central States Synod Companion Synod Team will provide resources for mission education 
and worship for the Epiphany Season, and additionally, prayer requests, recent news and  
communications from our Companion Churches prior to the two Companion Synod Sundays to 
help us to “accompany one another” in our journey as followers, servants and witnesses to Jesus 
Christ in our respective parts of God’s world.  
 
Resolution SA 22.05 Memorial Calling for the Just Transition from Greenhouse Gas Emissions. In this 
time of great concern for our fragile Mother Earth, we as the Lutherans Restoring Creation and the 
Racial Justice Team of the Central States Synod call the church to be mindful and to act against 
the destruction of our environment due to pollution created by humans that cause greenhouse 
gas emissions. In scripture, we know that God created and blessed all of creation giving us the 
charge to protect and preserve the Earth (Genesis 1:28) that was affirmed in the 1993 ELCA Social 
Statement Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope, and Justice. We are called in the Earth Charter 
adopted in the 2019 Churchwide Assembly that “the global environment with its finite resources is 
a common concern of all peoples. The protection of the Earth vitality, diversity, and beauty is a 
sacred trust.” Global warming has become a pressing issue for us all as we have experienced  
record-breaking wildfires, hurricanes, heat waves, droughts, ocean acidification, and species loss 
at an accelerated pace compared to previous generations. As a country, the United States has 
been one of the largest contributors to greenhouse gas emissions and we have a calling to do our 
part in changing our society to improve our environment. Climate change is also leading to the 
increase in destruction of communities from natural disasters, the displacement of people around 
our globe, and amplified food scarcity as arable land decreases while populations grow. We 
acknowledge these burdens fall often on communities of poverty. This also disproportionately  
affects Black, Indigenous, Latino, and other communities of color within our country. We stand 
with our siblings in the Indigenous communities that continue to fight for the rights to preserve their 
lands and waters. We also advocate with our Black and Latino siblings whose communities due to 
racism have been segregated and forced into neighborhoods that are close to sites of pollution 
exposure through industrial zoning and hazardous waste facilities. In conclusion, we are calling for 
a just transition away from fossil-fuel based economy that will lead to a world with better health, 
creation of new jobs from renewable energy sources, and promote clean air and water so that all 
of creation may thrive as God blessed. In this, we will create a safer and sustainable future for all 
people and for the future of humanity. Central States Synod 2022 Synod Assembly June 9–11, 2022 
Section V, Resolutions 8 Table of Contents Be it resolved that the Central States Synod to take the 
following actions:  
· Memorialize the 2022 Churchwide Assembly of the ELCA that they call upon the  

leadership of the United States to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by at least 50% by 2030, 
generate 100% of its power from clean renewable sources by 2035, and achieve net zero 
emissions by 2050.  
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· Encourage our Synod and congregations to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions in line with 
the above timetable  

· Support investment and education of our Synod and congregations about the urgency of the 
climate crisis both locally and globally and equip our leaders to accomplish our goals to  
reduce our greenhouse gas emissions.  

· Develop partnerships and projects in our Synods and congregations that work with  
communities of color that are disproportionally impacted by the cost of pollution and  
climate change and advocate that churchwide, in consultation with the ELCA Advocacy  
Office, designate up to 40% of their mission funds designated for environmental concerns for 
this purpose.  

· Seeking that congregations in our Synod include prayers for our environment and those  
effected at least once a month and that we designate one Sunday a year to increased 
awareness around our stewardship of creation.  

· Encourage Congregations and households to decrease their fossil fuel consumption by 10% 
per year for each of the next three years. 

 
Resolution SA 22.06 Developing LGBTQIA+ Education and Cultural Competency as a Synod. In  
Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust (2009), the ELCA Churchwide Assembly “called upon all  
congregations, pastors, and other rostered leaders to reach out in welcome to all in accordance 
with previous Churchwide Assembly actions as affirmed by the 2005 Churchwide Assembly 
(CA05.05.18), and to assist members to understand what it means to be hospitable to all in the 
name of Christ regardless of sexual orientation.” Since that time, we as a church and society have 
developed new questions and issues pertaining to the full inclusion of LGBTQIA+ people. Same-sex 
marriage was granted as a right under Obergefell v. Hodges by the Supreme Court in 2015  
opening up marriage for the first time to many of our members and congregations. Some of the 
most pressing political questions of our current time are laws written against our transgender sib-
lings around participation in sports and access to medical needs that have particularly been  
focused on children. Our church in 2009 could not have anticipated our current reality and the 
issues that we face today. Therefore, if we are called to be a church that is “hospitable to all in 
the name of Christ,” this means that we as a synod need to develop educational materials and 
support for our congregations and rostered leaders to understand what that means in our current 
time. We need to develop and sustain continued awareness of these issues in our church and  
society. The hope of this resolution is that we can create awareness and support the  
development of LGBTQIA+ educational materials and cultural competency that is  
complementary to our existing mission teams around environmentalism and racial justice. We 
hope that this resolution will help us as a synod live into our commitments made at Churchwide 
Assembly 2009 and support our congregations and rostered leaders in creating communities of 
faith where all are welcome. 
 
Resolution SA 22.07 Discerning a Path Toward Becoming a Reconciling in Christ Synod. The  
American Lutheran Church in their 1970 statement called Sex, Marriage, and Family approved the 
first statement in our Lutheran heritage that attempted to show pastoral care toward LGBTQIA+ 
members in the church and society. Since this time, as a community of faith we have wrestled 
with our positions around sexuality and gender expression in the church. In 1974, Lutherans  
Concerned for Gay People was formed to advocate for LGBTQIA+ members in the church and 
the first Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregations started in 1984. The 1990s and 2000s brought the 
challenges of blessing same sex marriages and the role of LGBTQIA+ persons in ordained ministry. 
During this period, our own church expelled and suspended many of our members, pastors, and 
congregations for standing with our LGBTQIA+ siblings. In 2009, the ELCA Churchwide Assembly 
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approved Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust which allowed for pathways for congregations to 
bless same-sex marriages and for LGBTQIA+ pastors to become rostered leaders in the ELCA. 
While over a decade has passed since that social statement, it continues to be a point of  
disagreement within the church. The ELCA continues to progress on issues related to 
LGBTQIA+ equality in the church. Churches and pastors that were once expelled have  
returned to the roster. LGBTQIA+ pastors have been called and ordained for ministry. Many of 
our lifelong members have finally had their marriage vows affirmed in their local churches. In 
our church, bishops have been called that represent gay, lesbian, and transgender identities 
and more than half of the 65 Synods of the ELCA have become RIC Synods. In our own  
synod, at least 15 churches and 3 campus ministries of the Synod have been designated RIC 
or are in the process of becoming RIC congregations. Both of our seminary partners, LSTC 
and Wartburg, have joined as RIC communities. This also means, as a synod, we are starting 
to experience that change in the calling of LGBTQIA+ pastors to be leaders in our  
congregations. As a synod, we are becoming a more diverse community of faith through the 
movement of our congregations and faith leaders. Therefore, we are at a critical moment 
when, as a synod, we need to ask what our stance will be on this important topic of faith. This 
resolution presents a process for discerning whether the Central States Synod should become 
an RIC synod and what that would look like for us. In this, we hope that all voices across the 
Synod can be heard over this next year and clear results can be presented on our stance.  
 
Central States Synod 2022 Synod Assembly June 9–11, 2022, Section V, Resolutions 12 Table of 
Contents Therefore, we resolve that the Central States Synod take the following actions:  
· Partner with an LGBTQIA+ social justice team to organize listening sessions in each  

conference. These sessions should provide both education and conversations about the 
various beliefs held within the church. Additionally, at least one online session will be  
provided for accessibility with opportunity for breakout sessions with each conference.  

· Direct the LGBTQIA+ social justice team to write a report that provides insights from the 
listening sessions held in each conference that reflect the views of the members of our 
synod and recommend a path forward.  

· Direct the LGBTQIA+ social justice team to present the findings of the report to the Bishop 
and Synod Council for consideration for the Synod Assembly 2023. If the results present an 
affirmation of joining the RIC process, the Synod Council should recommend and present 
that to a vote of the Synod Assembly. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lucy Stillwell 
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WHAT: Central States Synod Women of the ELCA 

34th Annual Convention 
 

WHERE: Doubletree by Hilton Hotel  
Overland Park, KS 

 
WHEN: July 22-24, 2022 

Theme: 
"...for we walk by faith, not by sight." 

2 Corinthians 5:6-7 
 

Thirty Women were welcomed by Mick Friberg, President of the Ozark Mountain Cluster.   
Refreshments were available while everyone had time to become reacquainted.  The Bible 
study "Trust Walk" was led by Pastor Linda Bollenbach, followed by readings and group  
singing with the theme "Our Father's Garden".  Afterwards, Vickie Donnell, President of the 
Central States Synod of WELCA, gave a churchwide report.  A delicious salad luncheon was 
served by Messiah Women of the ELCA, followed by announcements by Mick Friberg.  Then 
we watched a very fascinating presentation about The Saint John's Bible, which is the first 
completely handwritten and illuminated Bible to be commissioned by a Benedictine abbey 
since the invention of the printing press.  Work began on the 1,100 page Bible in 1998 and 
was completely finished in December 2011.  Nadine Melgren gave the closing prayer. 
 
An In-Kind Gift was designated as towels for the Ukrainian Refugees in our area. At least eight 
sets (bath towel, hand towel, and wash cloth) were donated plus extra bath towels and 
wash cloths.  These towels were taken to the Bread of Life Slavic Church and presented to 
Senior Pastor Mykola Illyuk, Nick Marchuk, and Alina Mafty during the meeting held on 
Wednesday, June 8. (See Ukrainian Refugee Article).  Alina, one of the coordinators of the 
Ukrainian Refugee Donations of hygiene items and household essentials, was thrilled to see 
the huge bag of towels and said, "Thank You! Thank You!  Everyone is in need of towels and 
we are completely out." 
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GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people 
who walk alongside those experiencing one of 
life’s most difficult events—the death of a loved 
one. Messiah has long been the home of 
scheduled GriefShare sessions and a support 
group led by Marian Michaliszyn, chaplain at 
Cox Health. Those who attend gain access to 
valuable GriefShare resources to help recover 
from the loss and look forward to rebuilding life 
without the loved one. 
 
If you or a friend or family member could  
benefit from this ministry, plan to attend on 
Monday evenings at 6:00 p.m. beginning on  
August 22. Many members and friends of  
Messiah have benefited from GriefShare.  
Maybe the loss hasn’t touched you directly, but 
you have a friend that is suffering, attend with 
them—often that makes it easier for them to 
benefit from the program and you will surely 
benefit too.  

The new house on Kings St. is being fixed 

up to help house Ukrainian refugees. There 

are some projects on which help would be 

welcomed! 

 

Go to this link to see if there is a project 

you could help with & to sign up: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/60b0944a9aa2aa3f85-2145 



July 3 
 
First Reading 
Isaiah 66:10-14 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 66:1-9 
 
Second Reading 
Galatians  
6:[1-6]7-16 
 
Gospel 
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
 
 

July 10 
 
First Reading 
Deuteronomy 30:9-14 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 25:1-10 
 
Second Reading 
Colossians  
1:1-14 
 
Gospel 
Luke 10:25-37 
 
 

July 17 
 
First Reading 
Genesis 18:1-10a 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 15 
 
Second Reading 
Colossians  
1:15-28 
 
Gospel 
Luke 10:38-42 
 
 

July 24 
 
First Reading 
Genesis 18:20-32 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 138 
 
Second Reading 
Colossians  
2:6-15[16-19] 
 
Gospel 
Luke 11:1-13 
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:ƵůǇ�ϭ 
<ŝŵ�WĂƵůƐŽŶ 
 

:ƵůǇ�ϰ 
�Ăƌů��ĂŶ��ĂƌůƐŽŶ 
EĂŶĐǇ�,Ğůŵ 
 

:ƵůǇ�ϱ 
DĞƌĞĚŝƚŚ��ĂƌƚĞůƚ 
�ƌĂĚ�tĞĂǀĞƌ 
 

:ƵůǇ�ϵ 
^ĂƌĂŚ��ĂƌƌŽůů 
 

:ƵůǇ�ϭϮ 
,ĞůĞŶ�DŽŶƐĞĞƐ 
 

:ƵůǇ�ϭϯ 
'Ăŝů�DĞŝŶĞƌƚ 
�Ăƌů�^ƉĂĞƚŚĞ 
DĂƌŝƐƐĂ�tĞĂǀĞƌ 
 

:ƵůǇ�ϭϲ 
�ŚƌŝƐƚŽƉŚĞƌ�,ŽĞŵĂŶ 
 

:ƵůǇ�ϭϳ 
�ĂǀŝĚ�,ĂŶŐĞŶ 
�ĞƩǇ�tŝůĞƐ 
 

:ƵůǇ�ϭϴ 
DŽůůǇ�,ĂƌŬĞǇ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

:ƵůǇ�ϮϬ 
DĂƌŝůǇŶ��ŽƐƚŽŶ 
>ǇŶŶ��ĂƌůƚŽŶ 
EǇĂŚ��ŽŐǁŝůĞƌ 
sŝĐŬŝĞ��ŽŶŶĞůů 
�ĂƌŽůǇŶ�DĂůĐŽůŵ 
EĂŶĐǇ�EŝĞǁĂůĚ 
>ǇŶŶ�^ƚĂƌƌ 
 

:ƵůǇ�Ϯϭ 
DŝĐŚĂĞů�,ŽĞŵĂŶ 
 

:ƵůǇ�Ϯϯ 
>ŝŶĚĂ�tĂůƚǌ 
 
 
 

:ƵůǇ�Ϯϱ 
EŝŬůĂĂƐ��ŝůůŝŽŶ 
 

:ƵůǇ�Ϯϲ 
DĞƌĞĚŝƚŚ��ĚĂŵƐ 
 

:ƵůǇ�Ϯϳ 
�ŶĚƌĞǁ�>ĂŶŐƌ 
 

:ƵůǇ�Ϯϵ 
:ĂŶĞ��ůůǁĂƌĚƚ 
:ĂĐŬ�DǇĞƌƐ 
 

:ƵůǇ�ϯϬ 
�ĂǀŝĚ��ƵŶŚĂŵ 
^ƚĞƉŚĂŶŝĞ�DŽŶƐĞĞƐ 

/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ�ƐĞĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ďŝƌƚŚĚĂǇ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝƐƚ�Žƌ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ůŝŬĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ďŝƌƚŚĚĂǇ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝƐƚ�ĨŽƌ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�
ŵŽŶƚŚ�;Žƌ�Žī͊Ϳ͕�Žƌ�ŝĨ�ǇŽƵ�ƐĞĞ�ĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĐŽƌƌĞĐƚĞĚ͕�ƉůĞĂƐĞ�ĐĂůů�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ŽĸĐĞ͘� 

July 31 
 
First Reading 
Ecclesiastes  
1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 
 
Psalm 
Psalm 49:1-12 
 
Second Reading 
Colossians 3:1-11 
 
Gospel 
Luke 12:13-21 
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����������������/Ŷ�ŵĞŵŽƌǇ�ŽĨ��ĂǀŝĚ�WŽƩĞƌ 
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:ƵůǇ�ϮϯͬϮϰ sĂƐĞ�ϭ—�ĂƌŽůǇŶ�'ĞƌĚĞƐ 
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sĂƐĞ�Ϯ—'ĞŶŶǇ�DĂƌŽĐ 
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����������������/Ŷ�ŚŽŶŽƌ�ŽĨ�ϱϳƚŚ�ĂŶŶŝǀĞƌƐĂƌǇ 
sĂƐĞ�Ϯ— 

�ƵŐƵƐƚ��ϮϳͬϮϴ sĂƐĞ�ϭ—,ŽĞŵĂŶ�&ĂŵŝůǇ 

����������������EĂŶĐǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŐƌĂŶĚƐŽŶ�^ĂŵƵĞů��ĂƌůďĞƌŐ�ďŝƌƚŚĚĂǇƐ 
sĂƐĞ�Ϯ— 
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Parish life met on June 21, 2022.  At their meeting, they discussed educating the  
congregation regarding taking care of our planet and how we could help do that as  
members. Lucy Stillwell is going to head this up! 
 
Supper and Scripture groups are still meeting. 
 
Coffee hours coming up: 
· 7/3: Wes Bowman 
· 7/10: Lindsey Dillion 
· 7/17: Joy Ward 
· 7/24: Lucy Stillwell 
· 7/31: Mark Krueger 
 
The church breakfast was cancelled. 
 
The next meeting is July 5, 2022, in the Youth Room. 
 
Ileen Kendall resigned as chairperson. She wants to thank everyone for their support and that 
she enjoyed her time as chairperson, but needs to take a hiatus. 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH PROFIT AND LOSS MAY 2022 & YEAR TO DATE  

Income MAY 2022 Budget % of Budget   
JAN-MAY 

2022 Budget 
% of 

Budget 

Pledges $29,140 $34,167 85%  $163,671 $170,833 96% 

Christmas $0 $0   $0 $0  

Loose Collections $502 $417 120%  $2,159 $2,083 104% 

Coffee Hour $63 $8 788%  $174 $41 424% 

Building Use Shared $645 $400 161%  $2,035 $2,000 102% 

Interest Income $21 $50 42%  $105 $250 42% 

Special Services  
Income $75 $2,000 4%  $2,373 $4,000 59% 

Total Income $30,446 $37,042 82%  $170,517 $179,207 95% 
        

Expenses        

Outreach Ministry $3,178 $3,637 87%  $17,525 $18,183 96% 

Ministry Leadership $20,634 $23,290 89%  $102,938 $109,846 94% 

Resource Ministries $6,143 $6,109 101%  $37,435 $41,140 91% 

Making Disciples $263 $104 253%  $1,689 $2,721 62% 

Welcoming Ministry $373 $517 72%  $818 $2,583 32% 

Worship Ministry $629 $1,050 60%  $3,064 $3,950 78% 

Congregational Care $0 $117 0%  $250 $583 43% 

Nurturing Youth $167 $400 42%  $1,002 $2,000 50% 

Total Expense $31,387 $35,224 89%  $164,721 $181,006 91% 

Net Income (Loss) ($941) $1,818      $5,796  ($1,799)   
        
MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH BUILDING FUND MAY 2022 & YEAR TO DATE  

UPON THIS ROCK-GROWING IN MISSION 
MAY  
INCOME 

MAY  
PAYMENT 

Y-D  
INCOME Y-D PAYMENTS 

   $13,606 $8,687 $62,544 $51,007  
LOAN BALANCE-THRIVENT $627,060      



3DJH��� 

MESSIAH LIGHTHOUSE CHILD AND FAMILY DEVELOPMENT CENTER P&L MAY 2022 

Income MAY 2022 Budget % of Budget   
JAN-MAY 

2022 Budget % of Budget 

Direct Public  
Support $25 $1,460 2%  $1,405 $7,294 19% 

State Grants     $48,280 $625  

Other Types of 
Income $22 $36 61%  $291 $177 164% 

Tuition Income $23,299 $25,935 90%  $111,709 $129,672 86% 

CACFP Food  
Subsidy $1,351 $1,666 81%  $5,787 $8,331 69% 

Total Income $24,697 $29,097 85%  $167,472 $146,099 115% 
        

Expenses        

Food Expense $2,746 $4,075 67%  $19,320 $20,375 95% 
Administrative/ 

Operations $736 $804 92%  $3,109 $4,021 77% 

Building/Facility $263 $645 41%  $1,244 $3,225 39% 

Operations $418 $110 380%  $691 $551 125% 

Accreditation $0 $0 0%  $575 $425 0% 

Administrative 
Salary $2,667 $2,667 100%  $13,333 $13,333 100% 

Family Support 
Coordinator $417 $417 100%  $1,250 $2,083 60% 

Payroll Expenses $20,031 $22,908 87%  $86,689 $114,540 76% 

Misc Training  
Expense $0 $5 0%  $0 $26 0% 

Family Activities $0 $11 0%  $0 $53 0% 

Total Expense $27,278 $31,642 86%  $126,211 $158,632 80% 

Other Income   $1,721    $23,606  

Other Expense $3,098    $3,098   

Net Income (Loss) -$5,679 -$824   $38,163 $11,775  
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