
Changing Perspective 
Acts 10:9 – 23a 

 

• The earth is flat 

• The earth is the center of the universe 

• The sun revolves around the earth 

• The Declaration of Independence was signed on July 4, 1776 

• Touching a toad will give you warts 

• Dropping a penny from the Empire State Building could kill someone 

• It takes 7 years to digest swallowed gum 

• Women accused of witchcraft were burned at the stake during the Salem witch trials 

• We only use 10 % of our brain 
 
What was the forbidden fruit Adam and Eve ate in the Garden 
 
Matt 15:1-2 Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and asked, 2 "Why 
do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don't wash their hands before they eat!"  
 
Matt 15:10-11 - Jesus called the crowd to him and said, "Listen and understand. 11 What goes into a man's 
mouth does not make him 'unclean,' but what comes out of his mouth, that is what makes him 'unclean.'" 
 
The words we speak are what make us unclean.  You are not unclean because you ate a BLT sandwich with 
dirty hands. 
 
Jesus correctly many teachings and traditions that held the people captive.   
Jesus’ teaching would also raise the bar 
 
Matt 5:21-24 
21 "You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not murder, and anyone who murders will 
be subject to judgment.' 22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to 
judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca,' is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who 
says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell.  
 
23 "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something 
against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then 
come and offer your gift.  
 
Matt 5:27-28 
27 "You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit adultery.'   28 But I tell you that anyone who looks at a 
woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 
 
Matt 5:33-48 
33 "Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not break your oath, but keep the 
oaths you have made to the Lord.' 34 But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God's 
throne; 35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. 36 And 
do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. 37 Simply let your 'Yes' be 
'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.  
 



38 "You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.'   39 But I tell you, Do not resist an evil 
person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40 And if someone wants to 
sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41 If someone forces you to go one mile, go 
with him two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to 
borrow from you.  
 
43 "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 44 But I tell you: Love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes 
his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love 
those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you 
greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, 
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.  
 
You’ve heard, but I say …   
 
Acts 10:9-20  
 
God wanted to give Peter a new perspective from the one that he held on to.   
 
“Do not call anything impure (unclean) that God has made clean.” 
 
God was setting Peter on a spiritual journey to teach him valuable lessons that would shape the future of the 
church of Jesus Christ. 
 
Acts 10:27-28 - Talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large gathering of people. 28 He said to 
them: "You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with a Gentile or visit him. But 
God has shown me that I should not call any man impure or unclean. 
 
Peter understood the vision he received earlier - ‘God has shown me that I should not call any many impure or 
unclean.’ 
 
It wasn’t for Peter to be the judge 
It isn’t for you or me to be the judge 
Only God judges correctly who is clean or unclean 
 
It was the Jew’s prejudices that kept the gospel message from reaching the Gentile nations quicker.   
 
Peter preached  
God poured out His Spirit upon the Gentiles 
Peter and the other Jews who came with him were astonished 
It was from this experience that Peter understood God’s acceptance of the Gentiles.   
 
Some truth teachings don’t take hold immediately.   
 
Later in Acts 

•  A debate in the early church as to acceptance of the Gentiles as equal heirs to the promises of God. 

• Paul would rebuke Peter 
 



Galatians 2:11-14 -When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly in the 
wrong. 12 Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he 
began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to 
the circumcision group. 13 The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even 
Barnabas was led astray.  
 
14 When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter in front of them 
all, "You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to 
follow Jewish customs?  
 
Some held to tradition over acceptance and salvation. 
 
Peter will defend this new truth 
 
Acts 15:7-11 
After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: "Brothers, you know that some time ago God 
made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and believe. 
8 God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did 
to us. 9 He made no distinction between us and them, for he purified their hearts by faith. 10 Now then, why 
do you try to test God by putting on the necks of the disciples a yoke that neither we nor our fathers have 
been able to bear? 11 No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they 
are."  
 
God doesn’t change His mind.   
What He has called sin in the past is still sin today.   
God does correct us and give us new perspectives to things we believe His Word teaches that in time become 
traditions that bind us up, rather than set us free. 
 
What traditions or teachings is God trying to give you a new perspective? 
His perspective! 
 
 
 
 


