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A word from our pastor. . . 

Someone placing flowers on one of the chairs placed on the front lawn found a very 
crude note, so crude I cannot share the phrase. Now that you know that, what is your 
first response? At first glance, I feel that when we make a stand based on our 
commitment to our mission statement, we must expect push back. My second response 
is one of pride that we do not recoil in fear when we face criticism. My third response is 
sadness that we live in a time when disagreement degenerates into name calling. Instead 
of an extended conversation, we dismiss with an epithet as vile as any I know.  
 
These tumultuous days, we categorize ourselves and one another by race, gender, sexual 
orientation, class and citizenship status. We are deeply aware of our differences in 
political party, theological position and faith tradition. The walls seem to grow only 
higher as too much of the time, many listen only to those who already agree with us, 
fearful of being tainted or convinced or proven wrong. As a result, we do not allow our 
positions and therefore our hopes and dream—indeed, our very lives, to be refined by 
the fires of simple conversation back and forth.  
 
As people of faith, we must expect criticism. There are times of 
testing when we have to live up to our commitment no matter 
the pricks and prods of those in opposition. Honestly, this is not 
a huge deal; it is not worth too much of our time. It does, 
however, compel us to introspection. Some would say this is 
what we get when we put ourselves out into the world with a 
different message. 
 
We can be faithful to our task without exacerbating the tension and divide. How we 
respond is as important as to what we are responding to. When pressed beyond what 
feels uncomfortable, we are called to love. What a big word, love. Love is patient and 
kind; it looks for ways to be constructive. It is also the most powerful of words. It 
requires we do not fan the flames, deepening the divide; and it requires we stay strong 
in the Way.  
 
And so I wonder: How does the certainty that Jesus’ first response was never judgment, 
but welcome—especially for those on the margins, for those outcast by the rest, inform 
us now? What difference does it make if our defining values are love and welcome? 
And is it enough that both the goal and the method we are given as God’s people is 
always peace? 
 
I know the content of peace is debated. Even so, if some are excluded from the 
conversation, if some are not welcomed home, if those who we perceive to be on the 
other side of the ‘dividing wall’ are not brought near, then I don’t know how we can 
even begin to sort out what this peace will be. And when I say ‘welcomed home,” I 
mean in a safe way, where one’s whole being is treated with integrity and kindness.  
 

When pressed 
beyond what feels 
uncomfortable, we 
are called to love.  



 

 

 

The Holy Spirit calls us toward an all-inclusive attitude, a theology of the wind, a 
relationship to God and the world that does not try to make things easy by ruling out whole 
areas of human experience and whole groups of human beings. As Virginia Mollenkott 
wrote, “When one goes out to fish, one does not dictate to God what may or may not be 

attracted to the bait.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

What is the true meaning of the “Peace” symbol? 
 

There are many explanations for what the “Peace” symbol stands for, with the commonly 
accepted origin story being that it was created by Gerald Holtom for the Campaign for 

Nuclear Disarmament in the UK back in 1958.  Holtom used the semaphore signals for the 
letters N and D as the basis for the symbol.  Another interpretation is that the symbol 

represents Christ’s cross with its arms lowered as a sign of despair.  Holtom once stated that 
he regretted that the symbol represented despair and believed that it should be inverted to 

symbolize hope.   
 

Some people believe the “Peace” symbol is derived from two historic Christian symbols-- 
the empty circle, indicating the formless void prior to creation (Genesis1:2) and the forked 

lines, indicating God’s gift of deliverance (John 3:16).   
 

I think my favorite explanation for the design is that of a tree with three branches--the “hope 
for our world.”  The Holy Trinity 

 
 
 

Jane Coil 



 

 

                Highlights from Council    

             
                                                  Moderator’s Report   
 

Summer is here, and that usually means that we all take a bit of a break. However, 
our Council meetings have been chock full of discussion and decisions. The agenda of our 
June meeting just a few days ago included these items: 

 
• Janice Mattingly, for the facilities committee, stated that they have discussed some 

maintenance projects that might require funding not presently within their budget. If 
that happens, the committee will make a proposal and council agreed to try to 
provide funding. 

• Mike Shaughnessy summarized key points in the Audit Committee report. It 
recommends that Council appoint a committee to work on a manual of policies and 
procedures, and that a follow-up audit be done in January 2023. As expected, our 
financial situation is in order. Council voted to accept the Audit report and will seek 
people to do this. Do you know someone with gifts in accounting, financial, or 
business whom we might ask to be a part of this project?  

• Don Armour alerted us that there is a new sign that is needed to comply with Ohio’s 
open carry law. We will post the new signs soon. 

• Bruce Wick has been researching our church’s Articles of Incorporation. Apparently, 
the date on our certificate that is posted in our parlor has no documentation proof in 
the State of Ohio! It is an interesting story! Bruce is just the right person to find the 
underlying cause of this and work for a solution, and Council gave him its blessing 
to do so. 

• The Constitution Review Committee is looking at whether this document meets the 
needs of our church in this present time.  For instance, are our appointed standing 
committees working for us, or might we move to a more flexible structure to better 
meet our needs while staying true to our vision?   A few of us attended a workshop 
that seems to offer some help in possible restructuring.  I presented this idea of 
“missional governance” to Council last week for a continuing discussion. You may 
hear more about this and  are invited to enter the conversation in the future.  

 
       There are so many things that have not stopped in the summer! Jane Coil is offering 

more informal outdoor gatherings for children during the worship hour. Thank you, Jane, 
for planning these fun, educational times for our children. Thanks also to the Anti-Racism 
explorers for offering events like the showing of “Driving While Black.”  Thanks to 
Martha Vivona for creating an outdoor July event for families, including music, food, and a 
movie.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Meri Armour reports that our congregation donated a total of $1290 to provide clothing for 
kids in juvenile detention for their graduation and for court appearances. She will be 
providing more details and pictures soon. Look for other opportunities throughout July and 
August. All these ministry activities mean that we know how to be the church together, 
“healing and transforming hearts and the world.” 

 
Always in Christ, 

Sharrie Nichols    

uccrev@neo.rr.com  
330-204-8642 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Council of Dover UCC met on Tuesday, June 21st at Dover Church, at 7:00 PM.  
Financials for May 2022 were discussed and are shown below. 
 
As of 4/30/2022: 
Year-to-Date revenue:     $179,992 
Year-to-Date expenses:     $134,969 (39% of 2022 budget) 
Endowment Fund Total Market Value            $865,526 
Total Cash available:                                                 $219,513    
 
 
 

mailto:uccrev@neo.rr.com


 

 

 From The Minister of Justice  

The Land of the Free and the Home of the Brave 
 

In the month of July 1776, fifty-six men from thirteen colonies signed the Declaration of 

Independence from their alleged slavery to the King of England. The Declaration declared 

“that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 

Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.” Jefferson attempted 

to address the issue of slavery in his first draft of the Declaration of Independence by including 

a grievance that blamed the king for promising to free those slaves who sided with the crown 

against the revolutionaries, thus pitting them against the colonialists. During debate Jefferson’s 

grievance regarding slavery was struck from the document. Later Jefferson noted that 

reference to slavery was struck from the Declaration to appease South Carolina and Georgia in 

order to earn the unanimous approval of Congress. Selfishly, the revolutionists did not extend 

the rights of liberty that they demanded for themselves to the slaves.  

The Articles proved to be unable to resolve the differences among the states by 

persuasion without the authority of law. The South refused to accept a strong central 

government that would support northern commercial interests; they also believed a popular 

southern conspiracy theory, which held that a strong central government would eventually lead 

to manumission. In 1787, thirty-eight delegates signed the draft of The Constitution of the 

United States of America “to form a more perfect Union.” The words slave or slavery do not 

appear in the proposed document, an omission of the fig leaf under which slavery was 

concealed. The slave-holding states feared that the dignity, honor, interests, and sovereignty of 

the South would be delivered up to the care of the North. To assure the convention that they 

would not tolerate the manumission of slaves “GENl. PINKNEY reminded the Convention 

that if the Committee should fail to insert some security to the Southern States agst. an 

emancipation of slaves, and taxes on exports, he shd. be bound by duty to his State to vote 

agst. their Report.” The importation of additional slaves was ended after 1808; thereafter the 

only manner by which the slave owners could maintain the number of Blacks necessary for the 

labor force was by birth. Seventy-five years later, the shots fired on Fort Sumpter signed the 

beginning of a bloody four-year Civil War, in which nearly 750,000 lost their lives.  

In between the years 1787 and 1861 the United States fought a brief war with England, 

the War of 1812. With British soldiers remaining on the East Coast of the United States, the 

British Navy impressing American sailors, and the British government aiding Native American 

tribes in their attacks on American citizens on the frontier, Congress declared war on Great 

Britain. Battles raged on the high seas. British soldiers invaded American soil, captured 

Washington D.C., and even burned the White House. Their fruitless assault on Fort McHenry 

inspired Francis Scott Key, a witness, to pen the poem “The Star-Spangled Banner,” a 

testimony to his cheer at seeing the United States flag still waving, “O’er the land of the free 



 

 

Rev. Dr. John Rinehart 

and the home of the brave.” After much objection, the poem, now set to the difficult music of a 

drinking song, was adopted by Congress into law in 1931 as the national anthem. 

The first verse of Key’s poem is the only verse sung before sporting and political events. 

It may surprise some that Key supported the colonization of Blacks in the United States, that is, 

sending them back to Libera in Africa, because he concluded that they could not handle the 

responsibilities of liberty in America. When they were moved back to Africa, the United States 

would then be free of slaves (and former slaves) and could thus fulfill its destiny as a “land of 

the free” for white people.  

Few of us were ever taught that Francis Scott Key was a slave owner. Fewer still were 

taught that he was the Attorney of the United States for the District of Columbia, which 

included the nation’s capital, for seven years. Key’s attempt to imprison, or sentence to death, 

Reuben Crandall for the possession and distribution of abolitionist materials in Washington 

City sparked a series of events that ended in a bitter riot of angered white citizens on free and 

enslaved Negros. 

The third verse of our national anthem, written by Key and never sung before sporting 

events, reads in part: “No refuge could save the hireling and slave From the terror of flight or 

the gloom of the grave, And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave O’er the land of the 

free and the home of the brave.” This was a reference to the enslaved people who escaped 

bondage and joined the British Army in the War of 1812 because of their promises of freedom. 

Key was taking triumphant joy in the deaths of the enslaved. In the last two lines, Key 

suggested that the escaped enslaved people who were killed on the battlefield, while fighting 

with the British who had promised their liberation their liberation, was further proof of the 

glory of the “land of the free and the home of the brave.” For Francis Scott Key, the “land of 

the free and the home of the brave” was white. Is that an image that we want to retain? 

 
 



 

 

Giving is Good for YOU!! 

 

I just finished reading “The Generosity Habit” by Matthew Kelly and it stated the philosophy 
behind this “habit” rests on a singular truth~ you don’t need money or material possessions to 
live a life of staggering generosity. Besides monetary donations, you can give blood, volunteer, 
visit or call someone, support small businesses, tell someone you appreciate them, spread 
positive messages, praise someone publicly, listen to someone, make someone laugh, pick up 
trash, be on time, give a foot massage, surprise someone by doing a chore without being asked, 
feed the hungry or forgive your enemy. Over the past 25 years, there have been hundreds of 
studies into the effects of giving and generosity, and yet, in many ways they seem to simply 
affirm what we already knew ~ generosity is good for your physical and mental health! Here 
are some examples: 
 

Generosity improves your physical health Lowers blood pressure and decreases stress 
 
It improves your mood. Your brain's pleasure circuits are stimulated by acts of charity and 

release "good feeling" chemicals such as endorphins, which give you a sense of 
euphoria. 

 
Generous people live longer While scientists don’t know why generosity can 

decrease mortality, researchers have linked having a sense of purpose to lower 
mortality among older adults. One study found that helping others reduced the 
risk of early death; most likely by buffering the effects of 
stress. Another study found that elderly people who volunteered 
for two or more organizations were 44 percent less likely to die 
over a five-year period than were non-volunteers, even after 
controlling for their age, exercise habits, general health, and 
negative health habits like smoking. Stephanie Brown of the 
University of Michigan saw similar results in a 2003 study on 
elderly couples. She and her colleagues found that those 
individuals who provided practical help to friends, relatives, or 
neighbors, or gave emotional support to their spouses, had a lower risk of dying over a 
five-year period than those who didn’t. Interestingly, receiving help wasn’t linked to a 
reduced death risk. 

It evokes gratitude and contentment. Whether you’re on the giving or receiving end of a 
gift, that gift can elicit feelings of gratitude—it can be a way of expressing gratitude or 
instilling gratitude in the recipient. And research has found that gratitude is integral to 
happiness, health, and social bonds. 

 
It enhances our awareness of the meaning and purpose of life.  
 
Generous people have better relationships and have more friends When you give, 

 

“. . .giving money to 
someone else lifted 
participants’ 
happiness more that 
spending it on 
themselves.” 



 

 

you’re more likely to get back: Several studies, including work by sociologists Brent 
Simpson and Robb Willer, have suggested that when you give to others, your generosity 
is likely to be rewarded by others down the line—sometimes by the person you gave to, 
sometimes by someone else. These exchanges promote a sense of trust and cooperation 
that strengthens our ties to others—and research has shown that having positive social 
interactions is central to good mental and physical health. 

 
It makes us happy. Studies have found that giving money to someone else lifted 

participants’ happiness more that spending it on themselves (despite participants’ 
prediction that spending on themselves would make them happier. 

 
It transforms the way we feel about ourselves.  
 
It stimulates a more positive outlook on life.  
 
Generosity leads to higher self-esteem, greater life satisfaction and better mental 

health. 
 
Giving is contagious. When we give, we don’t only help the immediate recipient of our 

gift. We also spur a ripple effect of generosity through our community. A study by James 
Fowler shows that when one person behaves generously, it inspires observers to behave 
generously later, toward different people. In fact, the researchers found that altruism 
could spread by three degrees—from person to person to person to person. Giving has 
also been linked to the release of oxytocin, a hormone that induces feelings of warmth, 
tranquility, peace and connection to others.  

 
There are a number of reasons to give generously to a good cause besides your good 
health. Your donations make it possible for nonprofit organizations to feed the 
hungry and shelter the homeless. Your financial support delivers medicine to cure 
the sick and prevents disease. Your contributions educate and train people to lift 
them out of poverty. Your acts of kindness are helping to make the world a better 
place.  
 

 
Information taken from author Matthew Kelly and greatergood.berkely.edu 

 
Blessings and Prayers ~ Julie Kiefer RN 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Dear Dover Congregational Church, 

 

I want to thank you for the chairs in honor of Uvalde.  I live 

on Dover and walk past your church every day with my dear 

dog.  I have seen cars slow down ~ people stop ~ flowers 

placed in the chairs ~ such a touching and beautiful tribute 

and yes,  this must stop.   
 

Please accept the enclosed contribution toward your new  

church sign.  What you have done matters.    
 

Thank you so much. 
 

Kind regards, 

Lynne Hannibal 
 
 
 

                                       
                       Thank you for your generosity 
 
Dover UCC congregation contributed $1290 to the special clothing fund 
for kids in the Juvenile Detention Center. The clothes were for either 
their first court’s appearance or high school graduation. The secondary 
gains were the kids were taught to tie their ties and counseling on how to 
present themselves in court and how to answer questions politely and 
respectfully. They were “sponges” soaking up this support and good 
counsel. Many thanks to the good people of Dover UCC who found a 
place in their hearts to help these kids!  Your efforts are appreciated and 
they make a difference one kid at a time.  

                                                        Meri Armour 
 

 
Our next outing for St. Ministry will be on Sunday, July 17.   We leave 
church about 10:45 AM and drive to St. Herman’s House and then to Front 
Steps.  We serve lunch and distribute clothes and toiletry bags to about 50 
men and women.  We need people to go to these places, and I encourage 
anyone who has not experienced this mission project to join us.  You will find 
it every rewarding.  Please contact Bette English at 440-835-5235 or 
menglis2@ix.netcom.com if you are able to go on the Street Ministry outing 

                           on July 17. 

 

Making a Difference 

mailto:menglis2@ix.netcom.com


 

 

 

Making a Difference 

“Driving While Black:  Race, Space and Mobility in America” 
 
On Tuesday, June 28th, members of Dover viewed the documentary “Driving While Black:  
Race, Space and Mobility in America.” 
 
Thank you! to all who came, about 15 people.  And Thank you! to Don Nichols and Pastor 
Jim Link of the Christian Church, who helped with the set-up.  A special Thank you! to Sue 
O’Neil, for all of her efforts to make the evening happen. 
 
The documentary focused around how travel/transportation was so important to the freedom of 
Black people after slavery and through today, but that the Black experience was not and still 
isn't equal to the white experience.  
  
Some thoughts from the participants: 
• It was a powerful, historical perspective, was insightful, sad and shameful. 
• I was in awe of the ability of Black Americans to maintain their history, culture and 

community after every attempt to destroy them as a people.  I have such respect for their 
perseverance and love.  Right now, I think we who are white ought to stop talking so 
much.  We need to listen and learn.  Maybe we can then begin to stand with rather than 
stand for. 

• There were moments where I put my head down in shame and shed tears. 
 We learned about the Green Book - a  travel guide published (1936–67) during the 

segregation era in the U. S.  It identified businesses that would welcome African American 
customers, where they could be safe and treated with dignity, as a human being. 

 
The documentary can be rented from the local library 
and there is a book as well.  We will have a copy of the 
book and a copy of the Green Book in Dover's library 
soon.   
 
Gloria Rothhaas, on behalf of Anti-Racism Explorers 
 

ANTI-RACISM EXPLORERS 
 

“I wish I could say that racism and prejudice were only 
distant memories. We must dissent from the indifference. 
We must dissent from the apathy. We must dissent from the 
fear, the hatred and the mistrust. We must dissent because 
America can do better, because America has no choice but 
to do better.” 
                                                          ~ Thurgood Marshall   



 

 

 

Making a Difference 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUR MISSION COMMITTEE - July 2022 
 

Hello! 
 

I am checking in with the church membership to share my thinking about your 
Mission Committee and its work. According to the procedures form we are (the 
Committee) to educate the congregation “regarding the activities of Our Churches Wider 
Mission and other Outreach Functions and organizing and conducting those special 
offerings recommended by the committee.” Two offerings will be conducted each year, 
they are the One Great Hour of Sharing and the Neighbors in Need. There are two other 
offerings each year and they are Strengthen the Church and The Christmas Fund. As the 
time comes to receive these offerings details regarding the focus and need will be provided 
to the church. Other opportunities for “Christian Service and coordinating activities will be 
explored. 

 
The Committee is also responsible for bringing social concerns, local, national, and 

worldwide to the attention of the congregation as well as current governmental and 
legislative actions to the church and to make recommendations for “appropriate individual 
response.” 

 
I am hoping that we may continue to move forward with issues related to racism and 

to other issues before us such as climate change and the implications that might call for our 
attention related to life forms on this planet, our home. I would invite you, if interested to 
let me know if you would consider becoming a member of the committee. If you have an 
area that is of special interest to you, it would be welcomed. 
    
Agape, (I Cor. 13) 
Dr. Don Nichols, Chair 
drdonrevsharon44@neo.rr.com    



 

 

     Christian  Education 
 

“Educating the mind without educating the heart is no education 
at all.”   

                                                                                                                                Aristotle 

Why is Sunday School important in our church?    This is a question I hear and in all honesty, 
have asked myself.  Oh sure, there are the obvious reasons:  first, there is “The Great Commission” 
- Jesus Christ’s instruction to his disciples to spread the gospel; it encourages faithfulness; it 
teaches the gospel.  I think perhaps my most favorite is that it creates a community of faith.  The 
Greek word “Koinonia” refers to community, fellowship--one’s place in a group.  Did you know 
the word “koinonia” appears 17 times in the New Testament?  Sunday school can be that 
community or fellowship for our children--that place where they feel safe in exploring their faith, 
and can learn how to live what Jesus stated as the most important commandment:  “. . .love the 
Lord they God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. . . the second, thou 
shalt love they neighbor as thyself.” (Matthew 22:37) 
 
If you have any questions about our program, please email Jane Coil at jcoil@doverucc.org; or call 
the church office--440-871-1050. 
 
God’s blessings and grace, 
Bette English, Christian Education Committee, Chair 
Jane Coil, Christian Education Director 

 
 
 
 
“God gave worship 

so that we might 
become partners in 

his highest 
purposes.” 

 
                      -Dr. Jack Hayford 

 
                                               
 
 
 
 

 
We have two services every Sunday morning, one at 8:15 AM in 
our chapel, which is a more informal service, and the second at 
10:00 AM in the sanctuary, where you will hear a variety of 
music styles from contemporary praise to traditional hymns.  Our 
pastor’s message is sure to inspire.   
 
 
Our 10:00 AM service is also live-streamed--our website has a 
link to the service.  Go to doverucc.org and click on the “Watch 
Now” button.  Recorded services will be available on our web 
page, doverucc.org, under the ‘Sermons” tab on Monday 
mornings. 
 
 
Our Minister of Justice, the Rev. Dr. John Rinehart, shares his 
thoughts on justice, diversity and equality every Wednesday 
morning at 10:00 AM live on Facebook, or you may watch the 
recording at a later date. 

 

Join Us For Worship 



 

          “Reading is to the mind what  
                 exercise is to the body.”  
                                                   Joseph addison               

 
The Evening Reading Group will be taking a 

break the month of July.  Instead of meeting to 
discuss a book, the group will be meeting for 
dinner on Monday, July 25th, at 5:30 PM at 

Wild Mango in Crocker Park. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

The Reading List 
by Sara Nisha Adams 

Monday, August 1, 1:30 PM 
Thomas Hall 

 
“An unforgettable and heartwarming debut 
about how a chance encounter with a list of 
library books helps forge an unlikely friendship 
between two very different people in a London 
suburb.” 
 

 
Also, bring a list of your 10 

favorite books to share with the 
group. 

Monday Afternoon Book Group Evening Book Group 

“CHECK OUT” THESE NEW BOOKS IN OUR LIBRARY 

 
“The Secret” by Rhonda Byrne 
“A self-help book based on the earlier film of the same name, The Secret 
contains wisdom from modern-day teachers-men and women who have 
used it to achieve health, wealth, and happiness.  The Secret is based on the 
belief of the pseudoscientific law of attraction. . .thoughts can change a 
person’s life directly.”   
 
 
 

 
“Keep Moving: Notes on Loss, Creativity, and Change” by Maggie Smith 
“A meditation on kindness and hope, and how to move forward through 
grief.” (NPR) “. . .new beginnings as opportunities for transformation.  Like 
kintsugi, the Japanese art of mending broken ceramics with gold, “Keep 
Moving” celebrates the beauty and strength on the other side of loss.  This is a 
book for anyone who has gone through a difficult time and is wondering:  What 
comes next?” 
 

 



 

 

                                     For Your Information 

 
The generosity of our congregation has continued 
throughout this time of uncertainty, unsure of 
when we will be able to gather again.   Please 
continue to remember to mail in your pledge to 
the church office.  If you are sending a check to 
be directed to another ministry, please indicate 
on the “Memo” section of the check,  
e.g. Denison food pantry, Calling & Caring, 
etc. 
 

 
 
Our new website is here!   DOVERUCC.ORG   With a new, easier link for 
making online donations--one-time, recurring or to special funds, you can 
make online donations--a one-time donation or recurring donations; you can 
designate how you want your donation directed--General Fund (pledge 
donations), special fund (Calling & Caring, Music, etc.).  You can even make 

a notation in the “Note” field if you are leaving a memorial--who the donation is in memory of.  OR -- you 
can install our new app from the link below onto your mobile device, and have the same capability.  Call 
the church office if you would like Jane Coil to send it to you. 
 

                                                https://tithely.app.link/dover-ucc 

I AM (Inclusion Affirmation 
Ministry) is a support group for the 
LGBTQA community, their parents, 
family and friends.  They have been 
meeting at area restaurants the last 
Sunday of the month.   
 
Due to the safe distance mandates recently put into 
place, they will not be meeting at this time.  They are 
looking into the possibility of Zoom virtual 
meetings. 
 
Please check their Facebook group page for updates. 

Hospital/Home Visits 
 
Please notify the church office at 440-871-1050 if you are admitted to the hospital 
so a phone call from  Rev. Keith or parish nurse Julie can be arranged.  In many 
cases, we are not allowed person to person visits at this time. 
 
When you are recovering, Rev. Keith and Julie are available to give you a call, just 
call the church office to let them know you desire a call. 
 
We are not notified by hospitals of admissions.  

Please notify the church office 
if you have a change of 
address, telephone number(s) 
or a new email address. 
 
A church directory is emailed 
quarterly to congregation 
members, and we would like to 
have the correct information 
for you! 

https://tithely.app.link/dover-ucc


 

 

 
Please call the office, or email doverucc@doverucc.org with any 
suggestions you have for information to be shared in the Dover Voices 
monthly.  If there is anything you would like added, please let the 
church office know! 
 
If you have an article(s) you would like published, submit by the deadline 
published in each monthly edition; please keep your articles to 150 words 
or less and include information about your group’s activities and events.  
Pictures are welcome and encouraged! 
 
The deadline for submissions for the September edition is:  

                                           

                                               Wednesday, August 24th.   
 
 

Have a concern or question for Church 
Council?   

 
Meet your Church Council Members. 

 
Moderator - Sharon Nichols 

Vice Moderator - Molly Burnett 
Clerk - Sharron Wilkins 

Treasurer - Pam Compton 
 

Members at Large: 
Don Armour, Ken Delfing, Joe Healey,  

Adam Jakubiak, Ruth Kroll, Maria Velez,  
Georgann Yonkers 

  
 

Ex-oficio Members: 
Keith Stuart, John Rinehart 
Martha Vivona, Jane Coil 

                                          More Information 



 

 

Rev. Keith Stuart .......................................... Pastor 

Rev. Scott Patterson ...................... Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. Dr. John Rinehart .............. Minister of Justice 

Craig Reynolds ............................... Music Director 

Jan Jones ................................................... Organist 

Vicki Thompson ........................................ Organist 

Gail Schuenemann .................. Financial Secretary 

Julie Kiefer, R. N.  ............................. Parish Nurse 

Serving the Church 

Sharon Nichols ......................... Council Moderator 

Molly Burnet ....................Council Vice Moderator 

Sharron Wilkins ............................... Council Clerk 

Pam Compton ............................ Council Treasurer 

Martha Vivona ..................................... Lay Leader 

Jane Coil .......... CE Director/Office Administrator 

Amanda & Jeff Hughes................. Youth Advisors 

Katie Alexander and 

Georgann Yonkers ............ Assist. Youth Advisors 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Open and Affirming Statement 
 

Dover Congregational United Church of Christ is an Open and Affirming congregation.  We affirm 
that God’s grace is available to all.  We welcome people of all ages, genders, races, views, abilities, 
sexual orientations, expressions and identities, ethnic, educational and economic backgrounds into the 
full life and ministry of our church.  We declare this in the name of God, whose Son, Jesus Christ, 
welcomed all people into God’s circle of grace. 

Come to me, all you who area weary and burdened 

~ Prayer Requests---Please pray for God to be with these individuals, and for them to 
feel God’s presence in the midst of their concerns: 

 

 
Art Beel, Marie Black, John Brickley, Colleen Chittick, Mark Chomoa (Rae-Rita Chomoa’s son), Aida Colon, 
David Edsall, Family of Tim Fife (Karl & Donna Fife’s son), Tom Fox, Rob & Jennifer Gaskins (friends of 
Bonnie & Parker Reynolds), Mary Lou Gerdel, Paul Horning, Katie (Char & Tom Houser’s daughter), Kayla 
(Gary & Sandy Burkey’s niece), Walter & Angie Kalix, Judy Kaylor (Kim Delfing’s mother), Nanci Keller 
(Amy Keller’s mother-in-law), Kathy King, Dave & Bobbi Knoepp, family of Robert Kubicek (Kathleen 
Tuthill’s father), Jim & Kaye Mesaros, Cathy Montgomery, family of Mike Polivka (Karen’s husband), Paul 
Schuenemann (Gail’s father), Donna Terepka, Robin Thomas, Scott Thompson, Carol Vance, Michael (David 
Wakelee’s mother’s husband), family of Jeff Ward (Jane Coil’s nephew), Sharon Weaver, Theresa Zupancic 
(Georgann Yonkers’ sister).   

Matthew 11:28 

2239 Dover Center Road 
Westlake, OH  44145 

440-871-1050 
doverucc.org 


