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John 20:19-31 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of  the week, and the doors of  the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of  the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit. 23If  you forgive the sins of  any, they are forgiven them; if  you retain the sins of  any, 
they are retained.”  
24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of  the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see 
the mark of  the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of  the nails and my hand in his 
side, I will not believe.” 
26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not 
doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have 
you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe.”  
30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of  his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of  
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 

What is the last movie or show you saw? 

Who here, of  the movies or shows you have seen recently, how many have plots or aspects of  them 
where things get a little violent or there might be a plot line of  revenge or vigilante justice? 

…. connect with what they’ve seen… 

I even just finished the new season of  the Marvelous Mrs. Maisel, and she was all about revenge this 
season.  

Then, if  you read this month’s newsletter article, you’ll know that I saw the Batman movie and that 
was certainly all about revenge and vigilante justice. Granted Batman doesn’t like to kill folks, but 
that doesn’t stop him from beating them up…or participating in a very violent car chase. 

Even if  you have only watched the news lately, violence is a huge part of  what we see on an every-
day basis.  



Revenge, vengeance, and vigilante justice. There is something inherently human that we as a people 
find satisfying about these things. We like for the bad guys to get their comeuppance and for the 
good guy to win.  

And, often, the easiest way to get rid of  a bad guy is to just off  him, kill him, maybe even assassinate 
him? 

But how do we deal with this as Christian people living in the presence of  something truly violent, 
the crucifixion and also bearing witness to the resurrection? 

When we think about the resurrection, there are many miraculous things that go into it.  

It is of  course first and foremost miraculous that Jesus died on the cross and then was resurrected 
from the dead to life everlasting. No more death, he ascends into heaven.  

We of  course know that one, it is at the core of  our faith.  

It is miraculous that the tomb was empty and that the women who we heard about last week were 
the first witnesses to the resurrection. It is miraculous that they believed, even when the silly 
disciples were suspicious and skeptical.  

But I want to name one other miracle, that I think we don’t often consider when we look at the 
resurrection, one that I hadn’t even thought of  until I heard it from the mouth of  a comedian on a 
podcast last year.  

He said this, the real miracle of  the resurrection is that after Jesus dies a horrible, violent death on 
the cross at the hand of  the Roman government, when he is resurrected and comes to the upper 
room he tells his disciples “peace be among you” NOT, now let’s go get revenge and kill all the 
Romans for what they did to us!  

The real miracle is that he says peace, not revenge in face of  violence.  

It might seem simple, it might even seem like a silly detail to us, we might say, of  course Jesus 
wouldn’t do that! But do you see how radical it is when we look at films, shows, news, everything we 
consume and also human nature? Our instinct is revenge, our instinct is to react to anger with anger 
to violence with violence.  

An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, a savior for your political leader.  

But Jesus, after being murdered, tells the disciples “peace”, “peace be among you.” He tells this to a 
room of  men who are locked away, who fear a group of  Judeans who might be seeking them out to 
enact more violence. They are afraid of  the Roman empire and Pontius Pilate, who thought he had 
killed a political and military leader.  

How could revenge not be on their minds?  

How could peace have any room in their hearts? 

Yet, Jesus says, peace be among you.  

But peace be among you is not the only message that Jesus offers to the disciples. You may 
remember that I talked last year about that famous verse that often gets thrown out, 23If  you forgive 
the sins of  any, they are forgiven them; if  you retain the sins of  any, they are retained.”  



Last year I shared with you an alternative translation of  this verse, because the subject of  second 
part of  the sentence is really the person and not the sin. Therefore, it changes the meaning quite a 
bit, “if  you forgive the sins of  any they are forgiven, if  you hold fast to anyone they are held fast.”  

Last year we talked about how Jesus holds fast to Thomas in his doubt and questioning.  

But this year, I wondered about the perpetrators of  violence.  

What about the Romans? Could they be forgiven? Could they be held fast by Jesus, by God whom 
they have crucified? 

But now Jesus challenges them even further. For this favorite Biblical quote about sin  is not just 
floating out there with no context. No, it is specifically connected to the crucifixion and 
resurrection. Jesus is forgiving the sins of  those who plotted to arrest him, the Jewish leaders and 
Judas, Jesus is forgiving those who condemned him to death, Pontius Pilate, Jesus is forgiving the 
Romans who nailed him to the cross and crucified him as he slowly suffocated to death.  

And Jesus is asking for the disciples to do the same. He is asking for them to be radically different 
from those around them and the culture in which they live. When they are faced with fear, he is 
asking for them to respond in peace, when they are faced with violence he is asking them to offer 
forgiveness.  

And so the radical and challenging question is, can we do the same? 

No? Yes? Maybe? What about we will try our best? 

But what about when we just can’t believe Jesus’ message of  peace and forgiveness and more so that 
it could apply to our world? 

That’s when I think back to Thomas and his role in this post resurrection story, Thomas’ not 
believing is not just about Thomas not believing that Jesus is really raised from the dead. I wonder 
too if  Thomas’ not believing is also connected to the fact that he struggles to believe that peace can 
be the response to so much fear and violence? That there is still room for forgiveness in Jesus’ heart 
for those who murdered and crucified him… 

And so when Thomas doubts, Jesus is there for him. 

Jesus does show up to help Thomas believe in the full miraculous message of  resurrection, he offers 
for Thomas to see his wounds, the sin of  the perpetrator isn’t gone and he shows him the violence 
that has been done to him.  

But it is the voice of  Jesus that allows for Thomas to really and truly experience the resurrection 
message in full.  It is the voice of  our own savior who says, “peace be among you,” even when they 
are locked away and afraid of  more violence. Jesus proclaims this to Thomas and the Disciples so 
that they can believe in the message.  

So will you believe. When the world says violence, will you still believe in peace?


