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In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.  

“There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that 

repenteth.” (St. Luke 15) 

What do keys, purse, wallet, phone, the television remote, headphones, back 

pack and eye glasses have in common? They are the most commonly misplaced 

items in the world. No matter our lifestyle or location, these are the things we all 

lose. In Canada the number one thing is the phone; in the United States it is the 

television remote; and in Great Britain it is keys. Apparently, the average amount 

of time searching is five minutes. Carolyn has a super-power in this department. 

She can retrace my steps and anyone else’s, so I am very fortunate. 

In this morning’s Gospel, the Lord Jesus raises this subject of ‘lost and found’; and 

it is important to know with whom He was speaking. We find that out in the first 

sentence: “There drew near unto Him all the publicans and sinners for to hear 

Him”. The religious leaders – the Pharisees and Scribes were also there in the 

background, listening in with contempt. They said, “This man receives sinners and 

eats with them”. The point is that the publicans (tax collectors) and the others 

with them were considered to be sinners by the Pharisees – lost souls. 

Unrighteous and unredeemable. “This man receives sinners and eats with them”.  

In response, perhaps, but also as a way of sharing the Good News of God’s grace 

and mercy to the ‘sinners’, Jesus told two parables. We know these stories and 

we are so familiar with them that it is easy to miss their ‘punch’. In them, Jesus 

presented God’s character very differently from the legalism of the Jewish 

leaders. In both parables – the lost sheep and the lost coin – those who lost them: 

the shepherd and the woman, searches until they find them. The shepherd leaves 

the other 99 sheep; and the woman lights a candle, sweeps her house and 

diligently seeks until she finds the coin. In her case, it has been suggested that the 

lost coin was held with several others on a silver chain worn round the head as a 

mark of a married woman. So it was a precious possession, much like a wedding 

ring. 

 Jesus’ emphasis is on God’s activity – on His pursuit of sinners. Jesus wants the 

publicans and the others – and us! – to know that one little lost soul matters to 



Almighty God. Jesus said, “This is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of all 

which He hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the 

last day.”  Why? Because He is Love. His nature is to love; to forgive; to heal; to 

restore; to lift up; and to save. He cares for each one of us. He cares for Lazarus 

the beggar, He cares about the poor, the afflicted, the lame and the blind. He 

cares about the rich young man who asked Jesus what he needed to do to have 

eternal life. Rich or poor, young or old – whoever we are and whatever our state – 

the Lord cares for you.   

This Fatherly care – this active, pulsing Divine Love – raises an important point for 

reflection; one addressed by Charles Spurgeon, the great 19th century Baptist 

preacher. He noted that in a sense, the lost belong to God whether they know it 

or not. In his words: “The piece of silver was lost but still claimed. Observe that   

she did not lose her right to it; it did not become somebody else’s when it slipped 

out of her hand and fell upon the floor.”  

There is a point here for us to consider, and it has to do with NOT giving up on 

someone who is lost. A lost person who has turned away from the Lord and 

chosen darkness instead of Light; and wickedness instead of Goodness, still bears 

the image of God. He or she was made by God in His image and still belongs to 

God. Although we may have to set strong boundaries around our interactions 

with those who are ‘lost’, we must remember that they are not lost to God. Our 

Heavenly Father knows all things and sees all things. So, since His desire is that 

none would be lost, we must continue to pray for them and do what we can. In 

the end, the final judgement on all souls will be God’s to make.   

There is something else which comes with this: what causes people to get lost? 

No doubt we could make a long list of circumstances, afflictions and situations 

that could cause us hardship: a sickness, a disability, an accident, the death of a 

loved one, an abusive relationship, unemployment, a moral injury, a traumatic 

event, mental illness, chronic pain, an addiction, poverty. However, without any 

desire to minimize the life-changing effect of these things on a person, this reality 

remains: I have a free will and can decide how to live my life. It is up to me to 

choose my values. That responsibility and its benefits or consequences will be on 

me. So, the human will is key in terms of my relationship with the Lord and 

whether I will be lost or found before Him. So often, as St. Paul told the Church in 



Rome our will is fickle – up and down like a window blind. Paul wrote: “I do not 

understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I 

hate.” (7.15)     

Thankfully, we are not alone – we are not lost – in this struggle. The Lord God 

Almighty has come to dwell in us by His Spirit. He strengthens us, and with Him 

we have confidence in Jesus’ word: I will never leave you or forsake you”. As 

members of Christ in the Church, we have each other’s support and care. As we 

gather to hear God’s Word and study it; as we come to the Lord’s Table to receive 

the Holy Communion of Jesus’ Body and Blood, we do so together. In all of this 

our fickle will is strengthened and helped to seek first the kingdom of God.       

As a final thought, it is important to note that each of the parables ends with this: 

“Joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repents”. The Lord does not rescue us 

or find us so that we may stay in our state of lostness. He saves us for the new life 

– the new life of holiness in Christ. Therefore, each one of us must repent from 

whatever is keeping us from following Jesus. This turning around is necessary if 

we say that we love God and want to serve Him. When someone repents, there is 

a great joy amongst the holy angels. 

In today’s Epistle, St. Peter ends with: The God of all grace, who has called you 

into His eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a while, shall Himself 

restore, stablish, strengthen you.” This is God’s will. He yearns to have a 

relationship with His creatures. He wants us to be with Him, and He has opened 

the Way through His only-begotten Son. Let us turn to Him anew this morning, 

with sincere repentance and faith, and follow Him. By God’s amazing grace, this is 

who we were called to do and to be in our Baptism. 

 

And now unto God Almighty: the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost… 

 

 

 


