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Forgive Us Our Debts 

July 3, 2022 
Central Baptist Church 

 
[TITLE SLIDE 01] Good morning!  Over the past couple months, we have been working our way through what 
we commonly call, ‘The Lord’s Prayer’.  Because of the universal scope of this prayer, we’re calling it ‘The 
Prayer that Embraces the World’. 
 
Our series has been interrupted on several recent Sundays to allow space for some special events like saying 
good-bye to Barton Priebe and his family, and to celebrate the start of a new summer camping season as 
Camp Qwanoes.  But I’m here to tell you that we’re back on track today with the 2nd to last of the messages 
and we’ll look forward to Scott wrapping up our consideration of this prayer next Sunday.   
 
This prayer that Jesus taught is made up of 6 consecutive requests. We have been taking 1 request per week 
and today we come to request #5. 
 
On first reading, it may seem simple enough, but I hope that by looking at it more closely today, we will see 
that it is a very BOLD request (the most bold of all of the 6) with massive practical implications for the way we 
live day to day, most notably in the context of our relationship with the people around us.   
 
[SLIDE 02] and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors 
 
Before we dive into an exploration of the significance of this request and its implications, let’s take a few 
moments to remind ourselves of the context by seeing all 6 requests at once… 
 
[SLIDE 03] 
Jesus says, “Pray then like this: [please say these words aloud with me] 

Our Father in heaven,  
1. hallowed be your name. 
2. Your kingdom come,  
3. your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
4. Give us this day our daily bread, 
5. and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
6. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 
[TITLE SLIDE 04] Please join me in prayer as we ask the Spirit of God to lead us into truth regarding this bold 
prayer request… 
 
 
  
As I have pondered this topic and probed into what it means to receive and offer forgiveness, I find myself 
bumping into very difficult questions.  In particular, I am deeply challenged by some of the very hard words 
from Jesus regarding the relationship between my offering of forgiveness to others, and my receiving of God’s 
forgiveness.   
 
Rather than pretend to offer easy solutions to complex questions, what I do want to do instead is to invite you 
to join me on a journey of discovery.  Our goal is NOT to find answers to all of our questions, but rather to find 
grace from God to take the next step in our journey of truly receiving the forgiveness we need and offering the 
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forgiveness we should and in so doing discover the freedom and joy of life that Jesus longs for us to 
experience.   
 
[SLIDE 05] and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors 

 A bold request with massive practical implications 
 
We will ask 3 questions: 

What is the magnitude of the request? 

 Here we seek to grasp the boldness of the request 
What is the means of the forgiveness? 

 Here we marvel at God’s boundless mercy and amazing grace 
What are some implications of the request? 

 Seeking to respond appropriately to #1&2… 
 
First then, the magnitude 
[SLIDE 06] and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors 
   

The Magnitude   
 
Here we seek to grasp the boldness of our request, ‘forgive us our debts’.   
 
In the Matt 18 parable that Al read to us a few minutes ago, Jesus describes how the kingdom of God is like a 
king who has a servant who owes the king ‘ten thousand talents’.  How much is that?  The NIV translation has 
a footnote, “one talent was worth about 20 years of a day laborer’s wage”.   

 For sake of easy numbers, let’s say that a day laborer might make $50,000 per year 

 1 talent (20 years’ salary) = 1 million dollars 

 10,000 talents therefore would be ten thousand million dollars!   
 
Jesus is using hyperbole here to drive home his point.  He’s saying, this is what the kingdom of God is like.  This 
servant is representative of all humans, of you and of me.  To understand the boldness of this request, we 
need to come to realize that we are that servant.  Every one of us owes a debt to God that is so big, it is 
uncountable!   
 
You might say, well, I’m not such a bad person.  I mean, I’m not perfect, but I try my best to do good things 
and not hurt other people.    
 
My friends, we misunderstand the magnitude of what Jesus is teaching us in this request, if we only think that 
when we pray ‘forgive us our sins’ we only think about our recent failings.  Forgive me, Lord, I spoke harshly to 
my wife or my children.  Forgive me, Lord, I cut that person off in traffic on my way to church.  These things, of 
course, are included in the prayer, but we must realize that there is something much bigger at stake here.   
 
We MUST look at the big picture of the story of the Bible and be reminded that we are all, every one of us, 
those who fall short of the glory of God and live under the condemnation of eternal death.   
 
The story of the Bible tells us that in the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  He created 
humans as the pinnacle of creation – creatures with whom he would have meaningful relationship as they 
lived in his good world.  The humans however, quickly turned away from the good life God had created for 
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them, they were tempted by the devil and they chose to turn away and live life on their own terms.  At that 
point, way back in Genesis 3, sin entered into the world and all humans, ever since that time, have come 
under the sentence of death and separation from God.   
 
The apostle Paul summarizes this very clearly in Romans 3 where he talks about how it doesn’t matter if 
you’re a religious Jew or a pagan Gentile… ALL humans are sinners and under judgement.   
 
[SLIDE 07]  
Rom 3:9-12 

9  What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both 
Jews and Greeks, are under sin, 
10  as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; 
11  no one understands; no one seeks for God. 
12  All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.” 

 
Later on in Romans he will say very clearly – ‘the wages of sins is death’.   
 
If, perhaps, you’re feeling like maybe you’re doing OK at living right, please let me urge you to go back and 
read the 10 Commandments again very carefully and ask yourself – could I really live up to that standard 
completely through my own effort??  Then turn to Matthew 5-7, where Jesus raises the bar even further and 
ask yourself, am I able to live up to such a standard? 
 
No, none of us can.  All of us are guilty.  All of us are under condemnation.   
 
The prophet Isaiah summarizes the human plight when he says in Isaiah 64:6  
All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up 
like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away.  
 
We are the servant in the parable coming to Jesus with a few measly dollars in our pockets and asking God to 
forgive us the 10 billion dollars’ worth of debt that we owe.   
 
This is the context of what Jesus teaches us when he says, ‘Father in heaven, forgive us our debts.’   
 
A small hint of the boldness of this request might be seen if you imagine someone walking into the office of 
their mortgage broker and saying, ‘you know that $1,000,000 that I owe – please forgive me.  Please just 
cancel that debt. I have no means to pay any of it.’ 
 
And so now we turn to our 2nd question: 

What is the means of the forgiveness? 
 
[SLIDE 08] and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors 
   

The Magnitude   
The Means 

 
There is an uncountable debt which must be paid… who will pay it?  
Here we come to the heart of the good news of the Gospel.   
The price we could NOT pay, He (Jesus) came to pay in full!   
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Let me take you to an amazing couple of verses written by the Apostle Paul 
[SLIDE 9] Col. 2:13-14 

13  And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive 
together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 
14  by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, 
nailing it to the cross. 

 
Let’s make sure we hear the full implication of these words! 

 you, who were dead in your trespasses 
o this is the uncountable debt that every one of us owes to God 

  God made alive together with him 
o God rescued us from death 

  having forgiven us all our trespasses 
o At the heart of the purpose of Jesus coming into the world is this idea of forgiveness 
o But how did he do it exactly? 

  by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, 
nailing it to the cross 

o Let’s take a moment to try to grasp the significance of this action! 
o If, for the sake of argument, I quantify my uncountable debt with the hyperbolic number of 

$10billion, this is my personal ‘record of debt’ that Jesus canceled and forgave by dying on the 
cross!   

o Imagine now that billions and billions of people have responded to the Good News of Jesus and 
they have each been forgiven of their $10billion record of debt!   

o Let me ask this question:  can you begin to imagine the size of the payment that Jesus paid as 
he hung on the cross as he canceled your debt and mine?   

 
[TITLE SLIDE 10] 
The Bible describes the payment Jesus paid in terms of a cup.  I draw your attention now to the cup on our 
table here.  I’m so grateful to be preaching this message on a Communion Sunday. 
 
In a few moments we will participate in the meal of remembrance, and we will remind ourselves that Jesus 
asked us to drink from this cup because it is… ‘my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 
forgiveness of sins.’ 
 
There are 2 cups in Scripture – we have the great privilege to drink the cup of remembrance because, and only 
because, Jesus drank the other cup – the cup of God’s wrath.  
 
Psalm 75:8 says, “For in the hand of the LORD there is a cup with foaming wine, well mixed, and he pours out 
from it, and all the wicked of the earth shall drain it down to the dregs.” 

 In other places, this cup is described as the cup of God’s full anger and wrath poured out against all of 
the sin and evil that has corrupted the good world he has made! 

 The thought of drinking this cup is a horrifying prospect. 
 
So horrifying is it that Jesus, on the night before he died, as he was in the Garden of Gethsemane anticipating 
this very cup was so distressed was he that he was literally sweating blood as he cried out to his father – ‘Let 
this cup pass from me, but not my will, but yours be done.’ 
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Can you feel the weight of this price that was paid to cancel your debt and mine???  
 
Can you bring all of this conversation and humbly bring it back to the request that Jesus instructs us to pray –  
[SLIDE 11] and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors 
   

The Magnitude   
The Means 

 
Having considered the magnitude and the means, let us consider some implications… 
[SLIDE 12] and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors 
   

The Magnitude   
The Means 
Implications 

 
I’m very aware that our time is short and the implications are massive.  My brief comments will be something 
like a ‘taster’, but I hope they may be encouraging. 
I will summarize my comments about implications in 2 points.   

 Freely receive, freely give! 
 Keep bringing your forgiveness struggles to the cross 

 
[SLIDE 13] Freely receive, freely give! 
 

 What does it look like to freely receive the forgiveness of God? 
o Let me take you very briefly to one of the most well-known stories that Jesus told 
o A man had 2 sons.  The younger one said to his father, Give me the inheritance that is due to me 

now so that I can go off and spend it. 
o As the story unfolds, the son spends his inheritance in wild and foolish living to such an extent 

that he ends up destitute and living with the pigs and eating their scraps. 
o He makes a choice to truly humble himself and return to his father, saying, ‘Father, I have 

sinned’, and begging to be hired as a servant. 
o The most surprising element in this story is the action of the father. 

 So surprising that some commentators suggest that we should call it ‘the parable of the 
running father! 

o It is not proper from older men to run. They are stately, dignified. They wear long robes 
o The father in our story, when he spots his son on the horizon, still a long way off, tucks the folds 

of his robe into his belt, and with the certainty of becoming the laughingstock of his 
community, he runs for all his worth toward his returning son. 

o Why is he running?? Because his heart is bursting with love for his child!   
 His boundless mercy causes him to withhold the judgement the son deserved  
 His amazing grace causes him to lavish good gifts upon this wayward son who once was 

lost but now is found; who once was dead but is alive again. 
[TITLE SLIDE 14] 

 My friends, this is the heart of the good news of the Gospel of Jesus 
o If you are hearing my voice and you have not yet come to the end of yourself and turned your 

life completely over to Jesus, let me assure you that God is exactly like the good Father in this 
story.  He is scanning the horizon, looking for people who will truly humble themselves, 
realizing they have a debt that they can never pay, and they turn toward in true repentance and 
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simply say, ‘I have sinned, and I need your mercy and your grace.’  He will come running toward 
you with his heart beating with love for you and He WILL forgive you.  Jesus has already paid 
your debt!  You will be welcomed with open arms and there will be a great celebration among 
the angels as you become truly a forgiven child of God.  

 If you’re not sure about all this, many people here would be more than happy to talk 
with you. 

o I also wish to speak to those of us who are followers of Jesus, but we’ve fallen prey to the 
temptations of this world in some way.  Perhaps there is some persistent area of our life where 
we keep falling into unwanted thoughts, words or behaviours which we know are not what God 
has called us to.  We feel weighed down by shame and guilt. 

 Jesus invites us to come to the end of our own self-improvement efforts, and humbly 
repent and turn toward this same ‘running Father’ who is eager to lavish his mercy and 
grace upon us as we turn to Him and say, from our hearts –  

 Father in heaven, forgive us our debts, as we have forgiven our debtors.   
  
 Having freely received God’s abundant forgiveness, we then, turn to those who offend us, and freely 

offer to them 
o Jesus raises the bar on this issue very, very high with these difficult words 
o These words are kind of like a footnote to the whole prayer 

 
[SLIDE 15] 
Matthew 6:14-15 
14  For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, 
15  but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 
 

 These words combined with the difficult words at the end of the Matthew 18 story that we read earlier 
in the service clearly indicate the God cares deeply about this issue of forgiveness.  

 Forgiveness of sin is central in the whole reason for Jesus coming to earth. 
 
The commentator has who looks at these verses in Word Biblical Commentary has a helpful perspective: 

[SLIDE 16] It is clear from these verses that a direct connection exists between God's forgiveness and 
our forgiveness. But it is a given that God's forgiveness is always prior (cf. 18:23-35). These verses are 
a forceful way of making the significant point that it is unthinkable-impossible-that we can enjoy 
God's forgiveness without in turn extending our forgiveness toward others. (Word Biblical 
Commentary) 

 
As we begin to draw to a conclusion, let me try to bring this down into the messiness of our human 
relationships.  To do so, I would like to place my comments under our 2nd implication heading: 
 
[SLIDE 17] Keep bringing your forgiveness struggles to the cross 
 
Can we be open and frank with each other?  All of us, at one time or another, have been hurt by another 
person.  Something they said, something they did or didn’t do.   

 For some, those wrongs have been confessed, forgiven, and forgotten!   
 For others, something happened a long time ago that was never really dealt with, so the wounds 

haven’t really been dealt with – but the feelings are buried deep.   
 For still others, the wounds are fresh and the feelings are raw.   
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Let me ask this question:  in light of this request that Jesus is teaching us to pray about forgiveness, how can 
we best deal with such situations? 
 
I don’t want to try to give any easy answers to you but let me say as strongly as I can – those of us who have 
experienced the mercy, grace and forgiveness of Jesus ought to deal with these situations in a way that is 
radically different from how we used to deal with them, before we experienced Jesus forgiveness! 
 
Our natural tendency is to break relationships and walk away from each other. 
The way of the community of Jesus is to confess, repent and forgive.   
 
To not forgive is to become a prisoner.   
 
Darryl Johnson has a great quote from Christian ethicist Lewis Smedes, “To forgive is to set a prisoner free… 
and discover that the prisoner is you.” 

Johnson, Darrell W.. Fifty-Seven Words That Change The World: A Journey Through The Lord's Prayer (p. 75). Canadian 

Church Leaders Network. Kindle Edition. 
 
As a transition to our Communion meal, I would also like to share something else from Darryl Johnson.  At the 
end of his chapter on this topic, he gives this invitation. 
 
[SLIDE 18] CROSS-HILL.png  (picture) [*NOTE this picture can stay on screen throughout Communion] 
 

Allow me to now lead you in a “debt cancellation” exercise. I invite you to bring to mind the person you 
are having a hard time forgiving. I invite you to tell the Father the person’s name. And I invite you to tell 
the Father exactly what this person did to you. Be honest, specific, and ruthless. 
 
Now tell the Father what you would like to see happen to this person. Do not be afraid, he knows what 
is in your heart even if you do not tell him. Tell him how you want to see this person punished or 
shamed or hurt as you were hurt. 
 
Now imagine standing at the bottom of a hill. On top of the hill is a cross. Jesus is hanging there. He 
invites you to come up the hill. What do you want to say to him? More of what you have already told 
the Father? Look into his eyes. Tell him how hard it is to forgive. 
 
And now, as an act of your will, go back down the hill and invite the person who hurt you to come back 
up the hill with you. Bring the person to the foot of the cross. Looking at Jesus, and pointing to that 
person, as an act of your will say, “Jesus, grant this person what you have granted me.” And hear Jesus 
say, “I will. Blessed are you. You are never more like me and my Father than when you forgive. Go in 
peace.” 

 
Johnson, Darrell W.. Fifty-Seven Words That Change The World: A Journey Through The Lord's Prayer (p. 76). Canadian 

Church Leaders Network. Kindle Edition. 
 
And so we come to the table. [Invite the music team to come back to the stage] 
If you are a follower of Jesus, we invite you to participate with us. 
If you don’t have a combo-cup, please raise your hand and the ushers will bring you one.   
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COMMUNION READINGS 
 
Matt 26:26-28 

26  Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 

 
 
 

27  And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 
28  for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

 
 
 
 


