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Invitation to Take Up the Cross (9:23–27)
Luke 9:26 For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man will be 
ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy angels. 

Another deterrent against total commitment to Christ is the fear of shame. It is completely irrational for 
a creature to be ashamed of his Creator, for a sinner to be ashamed of his Savior. And yet which of 
us is blameless? 

The Lord recognized the possibility of shame and solemnly warned against it. If we avoid the shame 
by leading nominal Christian lives, by conforming to the herd, the Son of Man will be ashamed of us 
when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s glory, and in the glory of the holy angels. 

He emphasizes the triple-splendored glory of His Second Advent as if to say that any shame or 
reproach we may endure for Him now will seem trifling when He appears in glory compared to the 
shame of those who now deny Him.

Luke 9:27 But I tell you truly, there are some standing here who shall not taste death till they 
see the kingdom of God.” 

This mention of His glory forms the link with what follows. He now predicts that some of the disciples 
who were standing there would see the kingdom of God before they died. His words find their 
fulfillment in verses 28–36, the incident on the Mount of Transfiguration. The disciples were Peter, 
James, and John. On the Mount they saw a foreview of what it will be like when the Lord Jesus sets 
up His kingdom on earth.

Notice the continuity of the Lord’s teaching in this passage. He had just announced His own 
impending rejection, suffering, and death. He had called His disciples to follow Him in a life of self-
denial, suffering, and sacrifice. Now He says in effect, “But just remember! If you suffer with Me, you 
will reign with Me. Beyond the cross is the glory. The reward is all out of proportion to the cost.”

The Son of Man Transfigured (9:28–36)
Luke 9:28 Now it came to pass, about eight days after these sayings, that He took Peter, John, 
and James and went up on the mountain to pray. :29 As He prayed, the appearance of His face 
was altered, and His robe became white and glistening. 8

It was about eight days later that Jesus took Peter, John, and James and went up on the 
mountain to pray. The location of this mountain is unknown, although high, snow-capped Mt. 
Hermon is a likely choice. 18

As the Lord was praying, His outward appearance began to change. An intriguing truth—that among 
the things that prayer changes is a man’s countenance. His face glowed with a bright radiance and 
His robe gleamed with dazzling whiteness. 28

As mentioned above, this prefigured the glory which would be His during His coming kingdom. While 
He was here on earth, His glory was ordinarily veiled in His body of flesh. He was here in humiliation, 
as a Bondslave. But during the Millennium, His glory will be fully revealed. All will see Him in all His 
splendor and majesty.38

Professor W. H. Rogers puts it well:In the transfiguration, we have in miniature form all salient 
features of the future kingdom in manifestation. We see the Lord clothed in glory and not in the rags 
of humiliation. 48

We behold Moses in a glorified state, the representative of the regenerated who have passed 
through death into the kingdom. 58

We observe Elijah shrouded in glory, the representative of the redeemed who have entered the 
kingdom by translation. 68

There are three disciples, Peter, James and John, who are not glorified, the representatives of 
Israel in the flesh during the millennium. 78

Then there is the multitude at the foot of the mountain, representative of the nations who will be 
brought into the kingdom after it has been inaugurated.88
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Luke 9:30 And behold, two men talked with Him, who were Moses and Elijah, :31 who 
appeared in glory and spoke of His decease which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 
2

Moses and Elijah talked with Jesus about His decease (lit., exodus) which He was about to 
accomplish at Jerusalem. 12

Note that His death is here spoken of as an accomplishment. Also note that death is simply an 
exodus—not cessation of existence but departure from one place to another one.22

Luke 9:32 But Peter and those with him were heavy with sleep; and when they were fully 
awake, they saw His glory and the two men who stood with Him. :33 Then it happened, as they 
were parting from Him, that Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; and let 
us make three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what 
he said. 3

The disciples were sleepy while all this was going on. Bishop Ryle says: Let it be noted that the very 
same disciples who here slept during a vision of glory were also found sleeping during the agony in 
the garden of Gethsemane. 13

Flesh and blood does indeed need to be changed before it can enter heaven. Our poor weak bodies 
can neither watch with Christ in His time of trial nor keep awake with Him in His glorification. Our 
physical constitution must be greatly altered before we could enjoy heaven.23

When they were fully awake, they saw the bright outshining of Christ’s glory. In an effort to 
preserve the sacred character of the occasion, Peter proposed erecting three tabernacles or tents, 
one in honor of Jesus, one of Moses, and one of Elijah. But his idea was based upon zeal without 
knowledge.33

Luke 9:34 While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were 
fearful as they entered the cloud. :35 And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My 
beloved Son. Hear Him!” 

Luke 9:36 When the voice had ceased, Jesus was found alone. But they kept quiet, and told no 
one in those days any of the things they had seen. 2

As soon as the voice was past, Moses and Elijah had disappeared. Jesus alone was standing there. 
It will be like this in the kingdom; He will have the pre-eminence in all things. He will not share His 
glory.12

The disciples left with a sense of awe so profound that they did not discuss the event with 
others.22

A Demon-Possessed Boy Healed (9:37–43a)
Luke 9:37 Now it happened on the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, 
that a great multitude met Him. 

Luke 9:38 Suddenly a man from the multitude cried out, saying, “Teacher, I implore You, look 
on my son, for he is my only child. :39 And behold, a spirit seizes him, and he suddenly cries 
out; it convulses him so that he foams at the mouth; and it departs from him with great 
difficulty, bruising him. 

Luke 9:40 So I implored Your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.”2 

The distraught father had previously gone to the disciples for help but they were powerless. Why 
were the disciples unable to help the boy? 12

Perhaps they had become professional in their ministry. Perhaps they thought they could count on a 
Spirit-filled ministry without constant spiritual exercise. Perhaps they were taking things too much for 
granted.22

Luke 9:41 Then Jesus answered and said, “O faithless and perverse generation, how long 
shall I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.” 
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