
Honored By God…. Leah and Hagar 
 

1. You see them all the time. Or maybe you don’t. Girls go out in teams, an 
estrogen squad. (collective noun – a gossip of women, a giggle of girls?) 
For some reason, perhaps jealousy and competition, the beautiful rarely 
hang out with each other. Groups are a mix. Some don’t get to dance very 
often and are usually pushed to the back. They are the less than pretty 
ones. Have you ever thought about them? 

 
2. They watch the men eye the pretty ones. They know that coins have been 

flipped, bets made, debts called in so that someone will lose and have to 
talk to them. There aren’t magazines for them and watching TV can be 
painful for no one looks like them.  

 
3. Leah was that girl. We often lose her in the rush to tell Jacob’s story – and 

what a story it is! (and we WILL tell it one day) He was the younger who 
took the older son’s place and position and he will be going after the 
younger daughter and be tricked into getting the older…. Yes, lots of irony 
there. Many deep lessons. But let’s not lose this lesson – the one about 
Leah and God. 

 
4. Leah even had a terrible name. It meant weary, dull, and even, cow. We 

struggle to describe her. Most versions call her “weak eyed.” What it 
means is that, flatly, Leah was not pretty. Her eyes were dull and flat. In a 
society where women’s eyes were the most notable thing about them, this 
was a terrible indictment. Her very name indicated that Leah was not 
worth a second look.  

 
5. Even today when so much skin is on display and low rider jeans and high 

rise shirts try to give rise to as much lust as possible, eyes are still a huge 
draw. It is more than their beauty, although that is important. It is HOW a 
person looks at you that makes a huge difference. It might have been that 
Leah was not very intelligent… or that she was way TOO intelligent, and 
her eyes were not what men were looking for.  

 
6. Jacob worked for Leah’s father for seven years so that he could marry 

Leah’s younger sister, Rachel. Leah didn’t figure into anything. By the 
way, it seems that Rachel and Jacob had true love – it could wait for 
seven years without fading away. Leah had nothing. 

 
7. It was a sign of serious intention and a common thing to work for 7 years 

for a wife. Her family would give her and wages for the seven years at the 
same time as the wedding. Laban is not an honest man (it seems to run in 
the family. Jacob wasn’t honest for some time) and did not intend to allow 
Jacob to get Rachel until he got Leah off his hands. There is no sign that 
Laban loved Leah at all. 



 
8. The male dominated society went into gear. Laban arranged the feast and 

invited male guests. (there was no religious ceremony) Late at night, 
perhaps in the early hours, Leah was brought in, completely veiled, and 
given to Jacob. In the morning, Jacob realized what was done to him. 

 
9. But what about Leah? Can you imagine what she felt like as she was 

pushed into this marriage? And then to see Jacob’s face fall as he saw 
who was in his bed? Poor, broken hearted Leah.  

 
10.  We have been told that Jacob worked another seven years for Rachel, 

but that is only partially true. Laban gave Rachel to Jacob as wife just one 
week after he married off Leah, but then Jacob had to stay for another 
seven years to pay for her. (marrying sisters while both were alive was 
forbidden in Lev.18:18 but was accepted in Haran) 

 
11. Unloved by her father, her husband, poor Leah was taken in by God and 

loved by Him. He opened her womb and she gave birth to many children; 
the sign of blessing in that day. God did not forget Rachel and he gave her 
children, but not nearly as many and only after Leah was blessed.  

 
12. Even in the names of the children she received from the hand of God, we 

see Leah’s isolation. 
 

13. Rueben: “see, a son” as a consolation from the Lord. 
 

14. Simeon: “hear” the Lord had heard that her husband did not love her. 
 

15. Levi: “attached” the hope that her husband would be attached to her. 
 

16. Judah: “praise” a cry of thanks that God loves her.  
 

17. Rachel was finally allowed to have children but only through her 
handmaid. She called her first “Dan” as in, God judged that she was okay 
and the second, “Naphtali” meaning “wrestler” as in the stormy homelife 
she had with Leah.  

 
18. It is an ugly story full of the humiliations and terrors of polygamy. But it 

also shows us that God has a special affection for the lowly and despised, 
as long as they look to Him for their comfort. Leah took hope in her 
relationship with God, even when her relationship with others did not 
improve.  

 
19. In fact, Leah shows more signs of piety than her pretty, worldly sister. She 

would be remembered as one who built up Israel (Ruth 4:11). While no 
man chose her, God did. While others would not look at her and notice 



her, God did. God, the greatest, strongest, wisest, and best strode across 
the room and asked Leah to dance. 

 
20. We would be wise to love who God loves… and to remember who God 

loves. The invisible among us are clearly seen by Him. And if you are one 
of the invisible, take comfort in knowing that God sees you and loves you. 

 
21. HAGAR – is another woman who had no say in what happened to her. 

She was a servant to Sarah, Abraham’s wife. She was a stranger, an 
Egyptian. In fact, she might have been given to Abraham by Pharaoh after 
he discovered Abraham’s lie and feared for his life. Her name means 
“émigré”  or “traveler.”  

 
22. Hagar was not entirely like Leah, though. Sarah gave Hagar to Abraham, 

thinking that that was how God must have intended to raise up children 
through them. Hagar quickly became pregnant and bore a son. It seems 
that Hagar then got uppity and treated Sarah as a lesser person. Sarah 
appealed to Abraham who, characteristically, said it wasn’t his problem. 
He cut his ties with Hagar, like a coward. 

 
23. She now didn’t have Abraham to protect her, her son hadn’t been born yet 

and couldn’t protect her, and Sarah began to mistreat her. Her life became 
intolerable and she ran away. She didn’t ask to be in this situation, in this 
family, in this land. Now, a young, pregnant woman goes into the desert to 
return to Egypt or die.  

 
24. But at the only spring where water could be found for such an arduous 

journey, the Angel of the Lord appeared to her. His first words, “Where 
have you come from and where are you going?” Sounds like God’s words 
to Adam and Eve, and to us. Are you sure you want to take this road? 

 
25. She is told to go back and change the way she has lived. She is to submit 

(which is the Christian duty of men and women everywhere). In other 
words, repent and be converted. God loves Hagar and has sought her out 
and found her, but He also requires her to face up to her responsibilities.  

 
26. She said, “I have seen the God who sees me.” She obeyed. God 

promised her that her descendants would be without number, and they 
are. God said her children would be near the descendants of Sarah, but 
opposed to them and fiercely independent. And so they are.  

 
27. Interesting, isn’t it? That angel is called God and many of us believe it to 

be Jesus. He would appear to Abraham in chapter 18… after He appeared 
to Hagar, the one Abraham so carelessly threw away. Abraham would 
later endorse the vision Hagar had and when her son was born, he called 
him Ishmael, just as the Lord said to do.  



 
28. Happily ever after? Not hardly. Later, when Isaac is born and weaned, 

Sarah insists that Hagar be sent away. Abraham provides – a little – for 
her and sends her away. Ishmael is about 14 and Isaac is 3. Sarah didn’t 
like Ishmael being the elder brother and teasing and playing with Isaac as 
brothers do.  

 
29. But Abraham had bonded with Hagar and Ishmael by now and only when 

God ordered him to do so, sends them away. God heard the tears of 
Hagar and Ishmael and provided for them as Abraham could not do and 
Sarah would not do. The angel of the Lord was with them. (Gen.21:20,21) 
God was with the boy and made sure he got a wife and a life in Egypt.  

 
30. Isn’t it terrible that we cannot think of Jacob and Laban and Sarah and 

Abraham without cringing? Wouldn’t it be great if we could think of them 
as heroes and not have to discuss these terrible stories? Perhaps we are 
to learn another lesson here: not only are we to remember who God loves 
and learn to see who He sees, we are to live in such a way that our 
children and history does not have to cringe when it remembers us.  

 
31. And that will only happen when we love like God loves, and learn to 

submit and sacrifice as much as He has throughout the years as He 
sought out those forgotten by the rest of us. 


