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President’s Message, Anthony L. Flores 
 

   ¡Saludos! We are already halfway through 2022! We continue to celebrate the House 
of Puerto Rico San Diego’s (HPRSD) 50th Anniversary all year long. We started with our 
first fundraising event of the year on June 18th, the Día de San Juan Celebration and lawn 
program. On October 23rd, we will have another lawn program celebrating our 50th 
Anniversary as we started in October 1972. We have December Nights on Dec 2nd and 
3rd. Finally, we will cap off the year with the Christmas Gala on December 17th. 
   This year we have taken the opportunity to showcase many of our community 
collaborations during our Culture Corners. Lizeth Cervantes, of the Western School of 
Law Community Law Project; Deacon Jim Vargas, fellow Boricua and CEO of Father Joe’s 

Village; Jaime Chavez, our liaison for the San Diego Latino Film Festival; Carmen Melendez-Gutierrez, Past 
President of HPRSD presenting her hometown of Comerio; Edwin Franko, on his short film, Fuego; Maria Ridge 
from the Maria and Garry Ridge Foundation regarding the Adjuntas, Puerto Rico project; Carlos Crespo, Front of 
House Manager at the Old Globe; Serena Cuevas, of Deseo Studios; Dr. Jade Power Sotomayor, of Bomba Liberté 
on the history of Bomba dance and music; and finally, Mr. Oswaldo Pardo on his presentation about Dr. Maria A. 
Nieves Colon, Assistant Professor of Anthropology at the University of Minnesota. On behalf of the House of 
Puerto Rico San Diego, I thank them for their presentations and promoting our Puerto Rican culture. 
   I also want to give a shout out to our Queen Nyla and Princesses Avery and Bella, who did an amazing job 
conducting a diaper drive and collecting 6,000 diapers to donate to Father Joe’s Village. Thank you to everyone 
who donated and making this diaper drive a success. This is only one of many contributions the House of Puerto 
Rico San Diego makes to the San Diego community. 
   We also had a small dinner to honor our past presidents of the last 50 years where we unveiled two presidential 
plaques located in La Casita. It was an amazing event and I thank Joe Carballo, our Treasurer and a past president, 
for putting this event together. 
   Together we have accomplished a great deal this year and what we have over the last 50 years is due to great 
leadership from our Executive Boards. HPRSD needs new leadership to run this organization with new ideas and 
the will to keep this dream continued for another 50 years. I welcome anyone to join me at our monthly executive 
staff meetings every first Friday of the month. It will allow you to see and learn how to run this historic 
organization. You will acquire firsthand knowledge as to how it’s done behind the scenes from people who have 
been doing it all. Simply email your request to hprsd@houseofpuertorico.com. 
   Please, note the Executive Board positions of President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary are only one-
year appointments. It has been my honor to serve the last four consecutive years. I did this because I felt there 
were items that needed to be addressed to help future administrations run our historic organization for the next 
50 years. Now is the time for some of you, the members of HPRSD, to step up to plate! We need to keep a great 
thing going for the good of all of us and our 50-year organization. 
   I will also be there with the new Executive Board as Past President to give viable advice throughout 2023. Also, 
January 2023, our current Treasurer and Secretary will provide advice to ensure a smooth transition. There will 
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be documented processes at your disposal to assist the new and future Executive Boards. Please really think 
about running for office on the Executive Board and join us at our next executive staff meetings every first Friday 
of the month except for July and December so you can see how we run this organization. Thank you and God 
bless! 
 

With my deepest appreciation, Your President  
Anthony L. Flores 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Memberships       Special Donation 
 
 

Yearly Renewal    New Members 
Denice Baez      Jocelyn Proano 
 

 
Save the Dates 
 

Members y Amigos Meetings 
 
Always the first Saturday of the month (except no meeting in July and December)  
at La Casita at 4:00 pm 
 

August 6th, September 3rd, October 1st, November 5th, (no December Meeting, celebrate La Fiesta de Navidad) 
 
August Culture Corner 
 

The National Conference of Puerto Rican Women (NACOPRW)  
¡NACOPRW CELEBRA 50 AÑOS COMO UNA ORGANIZACIÓN NACIONAL DE MUJERES PUERTORRIQUEÑAS! 
 

The National Conference of Puerto Rican Women, Inc. (NACOPRW) was founded in Washington, D.C., in 1972, 
as a non-profit, non-partisan organization to promote the full participation of Puerto Rican and other Hispanic 
women in their economic, social and political life in the United States and Puerto Rico. 
 

Source: https://www.nacoprw.org 

 
Ciencia Puerto Rico (CienciaPR) 
is a nonprofit organization composed of scientists, professionals, students and citizens committed to the 
advancement of science in Puerto Rico and with promoting science communication, science education, and 
scientific careers. 
 

Monica Feliu-Mojer – Scientist with CienciaPR 
Award-winning PhD scientist and science communicator using online technologies, community-
building, storytelling, and culturally relevant strategies to make science and scientists accessible 
to underserved communities, particularly Latinos. Over 14 years of experience training scientists 
in effective science communication and culturally relevant communication strategies; using 
online and community-building strategies to engage scientists in communication, outreach, 
and mentoring; and implementing initiatives to increase diversity and inclusion in science. 
Source: LinkedIn y https://www.cienciapr.org/  

Vanessa Patrick - $250, 
Instead of asking for gifts for herself, she 
requested her Facebook friends to make 
a donation to us. 
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Other Events 
House of Puerto Rico San Diego 50th Anniversary Celebration – Various events throughout 2022! 
 

Sunday, October 23rd, 2022 – House of Puerto Rico San Diego’s 50th Anniversary Celebration and Lawn Program 

 
 
Diaper Drive for Father Joe’s Village 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations Professor Zentella Ph.D.!! 
   A great honor has been bestowed on our long-time member, local Boricua, UCSD Professor 
Ana Zentella. She has been granted membership in the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences*. It is a tremendous accomplishment to be elected to this historic organization.  
   Ana Celia Zentella is a Puerto Rican/Mexican linguist known for her "anthro-political" 
approach to linguistic research and expertise on multilingualism, linguistic diversity, and 
language intolerance, especially in relation to U.S. Latino languages and communities. 
 

   *Founded in 1780, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences honors excellence and 
convenes leaders from every field of human endeavor to examine new ideas, address issues of importance to the 
nation and the world, and work together, as expressed in our charter, “to cultivate every art and science which may 
tend to advance the interest, honor, dignity, and happiness of a free, independent, and virtuous people.” Our studies 
have helped set the direction of research and analysis in science and technology policy, global security and 
international affairs, social policy, education, and the arts and humanities. 
   Founders John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, and George Washington to Ralph Waldo Emerson, 
Maria Mitchell, and Alexander Graham Bell 
 

Source: Wikipedia & 
https://www.google.com/search?q=American+Academy+of+Arts+and+Sciences&oq=American+Academy+of+Arts+and+Sciences&aqs=c
hrome..69i57.2304j0j1&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8  

Princesa Bella, Reina Nyla, Deacon Jim Vargas y Princesa Avery 
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Board Member 
Haven’t you wanted to have the opportunity to give back to the House of Puerto Rico community? Here is your 
chance. At the November Members y Amigos meeting, we will vote in our new board! Please consider running. 
We are happy to discuss these opportunities with you!  You must be 18 and up to run, we know our youth have 
much to add to our club. 

 
Congratulations to Our Very Own Fulbright Scholar, and former HPRSD 
Vice President, Bobby Rivera!!!!!!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Congratulations Monica! 
 
 
 
Congratulations Avery!     
 

Hi Avery! 
 
   Congratulations on being one of April's Superstars of the  
Month! We really appreciate all the effort you put into  
participating at our meetings and events. We are so proud  
of you! 
 
   Thank you for being an outstanding member of HPR Queens!  
We can't wait to see you next meeting.  
 
Sincerely, 
HPR Queens Board 
 

Source: Wanda Wease email 

 
  

Princesa Avery Wease 
Monica Jaikaran 

Princesa Bella Jaikaran 
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House of Pacific Relations Coronation; La Casa’s Queen’s Court 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Outreach, Queremos Escuchar De Ti (We Want to Hear from You) 
We are interested in your ideas about how to make us better.  We need your feedback and thoughts.  Remember, 
the House of Puerto Rico San Diego is YOUR organization!  Please email hprsd@HouseofPuertoRico.com. 
 
Grants, Financial Donations, etc. 
If you know of or run across ANY grant opportunity you think we may qualify for, please contact Ellie Ramos at 
eramwil@gmail.com. 
 
Museum Committee 
In May we had an official unveiling of our Present’s Plaques.  We hosted a dinner provided by Andres Restaurant 
where we invited Past Presidents to join us. 
 
Volunteers Needed 
We need volunteers.  We can only keep doing what we are doing with your help!  We are in search of people to 
become involved.  You can join any committee, all are welcomed.  Tell us your strengths and we will find you a 
role!                                           Email us at:  hprsd@HouseofPuertoRico.com 
 
Book Club 
Isabel Schechter has started a book club that will feature books that are either about Puerto Rico or written by 
Puerto Ricans. The meetings take place via zoom at 7pm and we will discuss future meetings. If you would like 
to join, please email us at hprsd@HouseofPuertoRico.com and we will add you to the email list. 
 

• July 19th  The House on the Lagoon by Rosario Ferré 
 
Casita Hosting 
 We need hosts for La Casita every Saturday and Sunday from 11 am to 4 pm. Hosting allows you the 
opportunity to share our culture with our many visitors.  We average 500 visitors per weekend!  We hear so many 
wonderful stories about people’s Puerto Rico experiences and adventures. Please contact Louis Williams at (619) 
995-1287 or williams.louis@gmail.com to secure your hosting day.   

Princesa Bella Jaikaran 
Presidente Tony Flores 

Reina Nala Hector y  
Princesa Avery Wease 
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Gracias Hosts de Mayo y Junio 

 
Doña Casilda Pagan Scholarship 
Scholarship Application Deadline, Saturday, July 31, 2022 
 

The House of Puerto Rico San Diego sponsors the Casilda Pagán Educational/Vocational Scholarship. This 
scholarship is being offered to high school seniors/ graduates or college/post-graduate students. The applicant 
must be a current active member of the House of Puerto Rico San Diego or a San Diego County resident of 
Puerto Rican descent, who has contributed at least 10 hours of community service through HPRSD within the 
last year. If you need to complete your volunteer hours, please contact Joe Carballo at joecarballo51@gmail.com. 
With this award, we hope to assist youth or adults in the attainment of their educational and professional goals. 
Download the application from our website. 

 
Collaboration Highlight: Bomba Liberté 

 
 
Bomba Liberté was founded in 2011 by San Diego bomberas/os who have been studying 
and practicing Bomba throughout the last decade. Through performances and workshops 
honoring this centuries-old tradition, this group aims to educate about Afro-Puerto Rican 
history and culture while also learning about links between culture, artistry and personal 
expression. The word Liberté is a french creole word for "liberty." 
 

Source: Facebook 

 
 
AmazonSmile 
 

Register HPRSD on AmazonSmile 
 
Tell EVERYONE even if they are not local! 
Every bit helps us work towards our goals 
 
 
 

• La Familia Caruso 
• Ron Kohl 
• Joe Carballo 
• Oswaldo Pardo 
• Ivette y Steven Hector 

• Ellie Ramos y Louis Williams 
• Steven y Wanda Hector 
• Wanda Martinez (new host) 
• Nelly Malone (new host) 
• Steven Caruso 

• Princesa Bella Jaikaran 
• Monica Jaikaran 
• Alondra Marte 
• Zahydie Nieves Annandono 
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I know that most of you have an Amazon account. IF you 
currently do not have a charity selected or want to sponsor a 
different non-profit, PLEASE sponsor the House of Puerto Rico 
San Diego. 
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President’s Plaque Unvveiling 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Member Highlight: 
 
 

Members: Anna y bill Adorno 
Married 67 years! 

Been Members 
Since: 

1972 - 50 years 
FOUNDING MEMBERS 

    

From/ 
Born in: 

Spanish Harlem 
New York 
Parents from Veja Baja, 
Cataño y Rio Piedras;  
Puerto Rico 
 
 
 
. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    

 
What drew you to the House of Puerto Rico? 
   We were approached by Tomas Perry asking us if we would be interested in joining a group who is starting a 
club for Puerto Ricans. The goal was to establish a legacy organization where our children could learn about 
their culture. We were invited to a meeting at Doña Casilda Pagan house and that is where we first met her, 
Benjamin Santiago-Rivera, Rafael Mercado, and Carmen Boaz. Along with Tomas Perry, these were the founding 
members. 
   We were very active the first 10 years and then Bill’s career took us to Sacramento. We try and make it to San 
Diego annually for the Gala. 
 

What has Kept You Involved? 
   We stayed involved because of the friends we have met along the way in the club. The mission “to preserve 
our history and culture, and to share our customs with our children and neighbors” has stayed alive and 
watching the club prosper has made it all worthwhile. 
   We originally looked to buy a building for the club, and it never came to fruition. We were incredibly proud 
when the club was able to get a Casita (Cottage). 

Past President’s: 
Joe Carballo, Ralph Costas, Angel 

Soto, Carmen Melendez-Gutierrez, 
Hector Nevarez, Anthony Flores and 

Aileen Alvarado-Swaisgood 
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Puerto Rico City Highlights: 
 
Rio Piedras 

   The area where Río Piedras is located today was previously settled by 
the Taíno, and archaeological sites have been uncovered nearby 
in Carolina.[3] The town was founded as El Roble and officially recognized 
by Spanish Governor Juan de Rivera in 1714. It was settled on the 
intersection of the Piedras River and the Juan Méndez Creek (part of 

the Puerto Nuevo River basin).[4] The town eventually adopted the name of that river, Río Piedras, and was 
proclaimed a municipality in 1823, when the city hall and plaza (main town square) were built. 
 
Cataño 
Cataño was founded in 1927 by Hernando de Cataño. Cataño was named 
after its founder, who lived and helped to develop the region at the 
beginning of the Spanish colonization. Originally, the town was known as 
the "Hato de las Palmas de Cataño" (cluster of the palms) but shortened 
to Cataño when the city was established. 
 
Río Piedras 

Río Piedras is a populous district of San Juan, and former town and municipality 
of Puerto Rico, which was merged with the municipality of San Juan in 1951. The 
district today is composed of various barrios (these are the primary legal divisions 
of municipalities in Puerto Rico) such as Pueblo and Universidad. The historic town 

was founded in 1714 as El Roble, it was given municipality rights in 1823, and since 1903 it has been the home 
of the University of Puerto Rico's main campus,[1] earning the popular name of Ciudad Universitaria (similar 
to college town) today.[2] The downtown and historic center of Río Piedras is officially known as the Pueblo barrio 
of  the municipality of San Juan. 
 

Source: Google Maps and Wikipedia 
 
Social Events: Activities, Announcements, & More – July 2022 & Beyond 
 

https://www.houseofpuertorico.com/events 
 
 
 
DIA DE SAN JUAN 
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Membership Corner 
We count on your membership fees* to help develop programs for our membership, especially our children and 
grandchildren.  We will email you 1-2 months before your membership expires to remind you of renewing. 
 

• Membership fee is $35.00 per year per household. 
• An optional 10-year membership fee is only $250.00. 
• A Lifetime membership fee is $500.00. 

 

Please renew your membership by going to our website! Even better, why don’t you come visit us at our next 
membership meeting, we would be very happy to receive your membership in person!! 
 

*HPRSD is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization, so your membership donation is 100% tax-deductible. 

 
Executive Board 
 

President: Anthony (Tony) L. Flores Treasurer: Joe Carballo 
Vice President: Louis Williams Secretary: Dionne (Dee) Y. Flores 
Trustees: Wanda Hector y Cassie Pagan   

 
Board of Directors   (In alphabetical order) 
 

Aileen Alvarado-Swaisgood Wanda Colon-Hector Anthony Flores 
Betsy Arcay Ralph Costas Dr. Antonio Grillo 
Joe G. Carballo Martin Crespo Cassie Pagan 

 
Committee Volunteers   (In alphabetical order) 
 

Book Club   Isabel Schechter 
 

Community Liaison – Social Activities   Brittany McKnight 
 
La Casita Hosting Committee   Louis Williams 
 
Marketing/Social Media Committee   Billy Patrick 
 
Newsletter Editors   Joe Carballo y Ellie Ramos 
 
Scholarship Committee   Jaime Diego Chávez, Monica Jaikaran y Ellie Ramos 
 
Advertising 
Are you interested in advertising your business in our newsletter? 
What better way to reach potential clients? If so, please send  
information with payment to the editor at  
                 hprsd@HouseofPuertoRico.com. 
The price list is for inclusion in 6 (six) published newsletters. 
 

Business Cards $100    Half Page $175     Full Page $250 

All correspondence to the HPRSD 
should be addressed through our 
website, email OR postal mail to: 

 

House of Puerto Rico San Diego 
P.O. Box 81982 

San Diego, CA 92138 
 

Phone:  619-571-1921 


