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What does Evangelical mean? 

 
Prince of Peace is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
When I was at the Kalamazoo PRIDE festival in early June, several people wanted to 
know what the word evangelical meant in our denomination’s name – including                                    
members of POP who were at the booth with me.  
 
They’re not alone in their wondering. In an article from The Atlantic in 2015, titled 
―Defining Evangelical,” Jonathan Merritt writes: 

―While the word evangelical pops up in American media to describe everything 
from megachurches to voting blocs, few people seem to know what an                               
evangelical is exactly. Those who claim to know often disagree.   

 …Because they span a range of denominations, churches, and organizations, 
 there is no single membership statement to delineate identity. As a result,                   
 individual observers are left to decide how to define what makes someone or 
 some thing evangelical. To the pollster, it is a sociological term. To the pastor, it is 
 a denominational or doctrinal term. And to the politician, it is a synonym for a 
 white Christian Republican.‖ 1 
 
It’s no wonder people are curious about this word! So, what does it mean for us and our 
denomination? The word evangelical comes from the Greek euangelion which simply 
means ―good news.‖ Have you ever told a friend about a movie you loved or a book that 
changed your life? If so, you were being evangelical about that book or movie; you were 
sharing good news. When we use evangelical in the context of our Lutheran faith,                     
however, we use it to mean the good news about God in Christ Jesus, specifically.  
 
So, when we’re standing at a booth at PRIDE telling LGBTQIA+ community members 
that God loves them, we’re being evangelical. When we’re loading boxes of food into 
people’s trunks because Jesus’ love calls us to feed our neighbors, we’re being                             
evangelical. When we are faithful in our relationships with family, friends, and cowork-
ers because God has been faithful to us, we’re being evangelical. When we give of our 
time and money to make quilts and kits or knit prayer shawls or refill the Good Sam 
fund or contribute to helping refugees or people displaced by natural disasters because 
we believe God has blessed us with these resources so we can share them, we’re being 
evangelical. When we comfort a friend who is grieving or pray with someone who is sick 
because we trust in Jesus’ power to heal, we’re being evangelical. And, yes, when we 
vote for the leaders (whatever their party affiliation) who we hope will help us work for 
the kind of justice and peace we believe God wants for our nation and our world, we are 
being evangelical. Any time and any way we proclaim the good news of God in Christ 
through our words and actions, we are being evangelical.  
 
We name ourselves evangelical because we strive to be people of faith who proclaim the 
good news of God in Christ Jesus for the whole world in every aspect of our lives.                       
We gather to worship God and to think and learn more deeply about Scripture so that we 
can receive this good news for ourselves, then we go back 
into our daily lives to share it abundantly with those whom 
we encounter.  
 
Shalom,  Pastor Rachel  

 1 https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/12/evangelical-
christian/418236/   

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/12/evangelical-christian/418236/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/12/evangelical-christian/418236/
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What’s Happening at POP! 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY   

Join us July 1 at 10:00am                                                 

in the Social Hall.                                                                            

Prayer Shawls are still available.                                                             

If you, or someone you know, would like the comfort of 

one of these shawls, call Dianne Hellman, 323-9392.  

Quilters! 

We will be meeting on  Tuesday, July 5 & 

Tuesday, June 19 at 9:30am.                               
As always, pick-up/drop-off times                   
continue to be available during office 

hours.  Questions: Sheryl Swodzinski  267-6274. 

Ladies Lunch Bunch meets Tuesday, July 19  

Meet at 11:45am at The Cove, 9110 Portage Rd, Portage  

Questions?  Car pool?  Need a ride?                                                
Contact Dianne Hellman, 323-9392.                                               

This is a great time for good food and fellowship.                  
Hope to see you there. 

Bunko   Tuesday, July 12 @ 1:00 PM                                        

No lunch, just Bunko! Meet in the Social Hall & Flex 

Room. Contact Carla Hannemann at 269/216-3498                     

with questions. 

Kalamazoo Growlers                             

Baseball Game                                             

Friday, July 15 – 5:35 pm  

Pastor Rachel will be singing the                 

National Anthem at this game.  

There are still plenty of tickets! 

This year we’re purchasing the All-You-Can-Eat ticket 

package. In addition to the ticket for the game, people 

will be able to enjoy, hamburgers, hotdogs, beverages, 

ice cream and more. Food will be available from 5:45 

through the 4th inning. We will be sitting behind third 

base in section 211. The cost for the tickets is $21.75 

each, regardless of age. Parking is free. Sign-up on the 

Events page of our website:  https://popportage.org/

events/growlers-baseball/2022-07-15 

We want everyone to be able to participate in this event.                                         

Financial assistance is available.                                           

Send requests to Pastor Rachel or                                               

Youth Minister Megan. 

Fellowship Events 

BREAD AND BREAKFAST  SATURDAY, JULY 2 

Bread construction will begin at 7:00 a.m., and 
breakfast will be served at about 9:00 a.m. 
Come and bake bread, or just come for the 
breakfast and conversation...it's all good! 

It's open to everyone, young or old, and you don't need 
to be an experienced bread baker to participate. Some of 
the bread we make is set aside for food assistance                
programs while the rest of the bread is offered to the   
congregation the following day for a free-will offering, 
used to fund the ministry. For more information, or to be 
included on the mailing list, talk with Wade Lawrence at 
church, email him at wade.b.lawrence@gmail.com, or 
call him at (269) 353-9885. We hope to see you there  

Sewing and Craft Day 

Fourteen of us met in the Gathering Space on Saturday, 

June 18. We tied Lutheran World Relief Quilts and             

Bronson Pediatric tie blankets.                            

Some sewed, hooked a rug, spun yarn 

(guess who) and did needlework.                 

It was so nice to be able to have a pot-

luck again, and the food was                             

delicious. Thanks to Claudia Lee for 

organizing another wonderful day of 

service and fellowship. 

The Fellowship Committee will be meeting again 

later this summer to outline our fall and winter 

events. If there’s something you would like to see 

us offer, please call any of us on the committee 

(Tammy Cooper and Gail MacNellis, chairs;                   

Paula Kana’an, council liaison; Tamara Preston; 

Claudia Lee; Megan Floyd; Pam Timm; or                           

Pastor Rachel). 

https://popportage.org/events/growlers-baseball/2022-07-15
https://popportage.org/events/growlers-baseball/2022-07-15
mailto:wade.b.lawrence@gmail.com
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Social Concerns  

REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT NEEDS 

List in order of need: 

New Twin Mattress Pads, Sheets, Blankets, Comforters 

Pots and Pans, can be gently used if stainless or aluminum. 
Must be new if Teflon or cast iron. 

Stock Pots 8qt and above 

Tea Kettles -  stove or electric 

Silverware Trays 

Plastic Kitchen Storage Containers 

Tall Kitchen Trash Cans & Tall Kitchen Trash Bags 

Small Vanity Trash Cans 

Laundry Detergent 

Brooms and Dust Pans, Mops and Buckets 

Toilet Cleaner and new Toilet Brushes 

Tissues, Paper Towels & Toilet Paper  

Clothes Irons and Ironing Boards 

12 qt Dishpans/washpans   

Light Bulbs 

Sofas, end tables and coffee tables. Can be used.  

PLYARNING NEWS 
 
(Plyarn definition - plastic weaving material made from               
recycled plastic laundry bags, often woven into sleeping mats)  
 

We received Plyarning news from Mother Teresa’s  

Convent in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  
Under the faithful direction of Valerie Flagler, our loyal 
plyarners have made dozens of plastic mats that Valerie 
sends to other countries for use in hospice and sleeping 
surfaces anywhere.  We are sharing here a recent thank 
you letter from the Convent. 
 
Dear Madam, 
Sr. Servita says: 
We are glad to hear from you, we are perfectly satisfied with 
your mattresses arriving regularly.  Here at the OPD we are 
handing them out to all poor sleeping on the streets.  We are 
extremely satisfied God Bless You all! 
 
We survived the corona disease very well, Glory be to God, it 
is the war in Ethiopia that is more concerning.  May God help 
the people. 
We have been praying also for all of you all, hope you passed 
through the disease well. 
 
Do continue your help, with Love and much blessings! 
 
Thank you to all who donate plastic, cut plastic, roll 
plastic, and weave the plyarn mats.  If you are interest-
ed in helping with this environmental recycled ministry, 
please contact Valerie Flagler or Claudia Lee. 

 
 
LWR NEWS 
Lutheran World Relief will be featured on our             

upcoming God’s Work Day, September 11, 2022.  As 
always the following items are needed to complete our 
LWR projects. . 
 
Regular mid weight bath towels 
Bar soap 
Large tooth combs (no picks) 
Nail clippers 
Single topic spiral notebooks 
Pink erasers 
Blunt childrens scissors 
Black/blue pens 
#2 pencils   12‖ rulers 
24 pack crayons  Pencil sharpeners 
 

Please put your gifts in the Gathering Space baskets         
and thank you. 

As was previously                                  
announced this year the                              
Jubilee Garden will be                 

starting a new partnership 
with Mothers of Hope.     

Mothers of Hope empowers and strengthens women, 
families, and communities to rise above the effects of 
substance use disorders, poverty, violence and systemic 
inequities. They are located on Ada Street on the north 
side of Kalamazoo. In addition to aiding mothers,               
Mothers of Hope has programming for their children 
including music education and gardening. With their 
small set of raised beds the youth will provide produce 
for their neighbors at low or no cost. The Jubilee Garden 
will be providing additional produce for them to               
distribute. You can also help out starting June 30th by 
donating produce that you grow by placing it in the blue 
bin by the whiteboard calendar at church Wednesday 
and Thursday or on Saturday mornings from 10-11AM 
at the Jubilee Garden prior to delivery to Mothers of 
Hope. 

 

If you would like more information on the Jubilee                 
Garden or the partnership with Mothers of Hope, please 
do not hesitate to contact Mark Clyne at mark-
clyne@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:markclyne@sbcglobal.net
mailto:markclyne@sbcglobal.net
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Council and Committees 

At our June 15 meeting the 

council continued to read and 

discuss the book, Faithful 

Metrics.  

 

Additionally, we reviewed the May Statistical and                

Financial Reports.  In May we were pleased to welcome 

three new members into our church family: two by                  

baptism and one by affirmation of faith. Our Financial 

Report shows promise, with giving trends the past two 

months in line with meeting our approved budget. Costs 

for gas usage have increased dramatically, with 90% of 

that budgeted line item already spent six months into the 

year.  

 

Council approved moving forward with scheduling           

another Active Shooter Training Session in the near                

future. About four years ago Prince of Peace offered this 

training to our congregation and several others in our      

area. Watch for details on the date and time. 

 

A proposal was put forth to council asking that we               

consider moving the staff to a four-day work week with 

office hours from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The office is currently 

open those days/hours for the summer. Council            

approved the move to this schedule year round provided 

the office would be open as necessary on Fridays for             

special services, funerals, etc. 

 

Our next meeting is scheduled on Wednesday, July 20, at 

7 p.m. via Zoom. 

On-line Giving Has Never Been So Easy!  

You can click or copy and paste the link                       

https://tithe.ly/give?c=2250097                                            

or use the QR code.                                                                                   

On-Line Giving 

As of June 13th, 2022 the Extended Ministries                           

Endowment Committee has $3,564.14 remaining in 

2022 for disbursement to potential extended ministries 

beyond the operational budget of POP. 

The committee welcomes written requests with the                   

following information: 1) Name of requestor 2) Name of 

extended ministry 3) Brief description and potential    

impact of the ministry 4) Amount of monies requested. 

The Endowment Committee will then review the            

request and determine if monies will be distributed.  

Please contact Mark Clyne via email 

(markclyne@sbcglobal.net) or any of the other                        

Endowment Committee members (Kevin Jawahir, 

Heather Maurer, Joyce Stout, Mike Wathen) or fill out a 

paper form available from the church office with any 

requests and place them the Endowment Fund mailbox 

in the workroom. If you use a paper form, please notify 

an Endowment Committee member as we currently           

do not monitor the mailbox regularly. 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=2250097
mailto:markclyne@sbcglobal.net
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY TO OTHERS 

 Image the possibilities when our neighbors have the                      
nourishment necessary to reach their potential rather 
than struggling day after day for the source of their next 
meal. Your support of 16 pounds of food make the work of                 
Kalamazoo Loaves and Fishes possible.                       
Jennifer Johnson, Executive Director 

 Thank you for your gift to the Living Water Minis-
tries’ Scholarship Fund . Our focus this summer is on 
Restoring Community, with that said, all camp programs 
at Stony Lake are a gift freely given to all in 2022. There 
are no registration fees, and every camper receives a free  
t-shirt and snacks from the camp store.                                                    
— C.J. Clark, Director, Executive Director 

 Thank you for your hospitality!                                              
— Prince of Peace Work Campers.  

Thank You’s  

Megan’s 10th Anniversary Celebration Pride 2022! 

Pictured L-R:  

Yvonne, Zhisheng, Brigitte, Kadence, Claudia 

On June14 , a Good Neighbor Award was presented to                    

the employees of Domino’s Pizza. Claudia Lee and 

Yvonne Gatz represented Prince of Peace.  

Domino’s donated pizza to the food distribution                       

volunteers earlier this year . 

Prince of Peace made our debut at Kalamazoo’s 

Pride Festival! We went to participate in the joyful 
celebrations of our community, and to share God’s 
message of love for all with folks who are too often 
excluded from that message. And we had a blast!!  

We connected with many people and whole families 
that were interested in learning more about our 
church. Several people stopped by just to thank us 
for showing up there. We had the opportunity to 
talk about the Gospel and our Lutheran theology of 
grace, and we invited people to come check us out. 
We also handed out custom stickers designed by 
Sabrina Floyd, and postcards with our church infor-
mation. We estimate that at least 400 people re-
ceived a postcard and learned something about our 
congregation, and of course we hope that some of 
them might visit Prince of Peace in the future. But 
even more so, we made a positive impact for the 
Gospel! 

Thank you to Pam Timm, Gary Bischof, Laila Poisson, 
Verity Poisson, Pastor Rachel, and Megan Floyd who 
helped staff our POP table, and an extra shout out to 
Sabrina Floyd and Wren, Sabrina’s friend, who helped 
with set up and tear down, and hauling everything 
from the car and back again. We couldn’t have done it 
without you! 
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WAYS TO HELP OUT! 

 Coffee Servers for Fellowship Time 

 Reading the liturgy &/or prayers for worship 

 Audio-video techs   

 Thursday Food Distribution—1st & 3rd Thursday 

 Free Store—1st Thursday 

 Sending Birthday Cards monthly 

 Open Doors Meals 

Visit the website to sign up! 

Volunteer Opportunities 

FOOD DISTRIBUTION UPDATE!!! 

The SW Michgan Food Bank has cut back 

the number of drops a month. We will    

still have two because we partner with 

Sherman Lake. Our new dates through the 

end of the year are the first and third 

Thursdays of the month 

We need 4-5 people to support this ministry.                              

Please sign-up and arrive by 12:30 to help set up.                                  

During the summer we need to set up tents                                        

to keep the food in the shade.                                                                                                

Sign up is on the website.                                                                                      

https://popportage.org/pages/food-distribution-signup 

2022 Open Doors Meal Sign up! 

We have three(3) spots available for our                                       

Open Doors Meal Ministry.                                                                

Can you help in Aug., Nov. or Dec?                                                           

Here is the link to sign up https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b4cadaf23a1fa7-2021.  

Where Your Giving Goes 

The Need for Assistance in May was great.             

We were able to help about 4 individuals in June 

before we were out of funds for the community.                   

At this time, we are only able to help members of 

the church. If you can help build the fund up again 

go to our pathways of giving page on the website 

or follow this link.  https://popportage.org/

pages/pathways-of-giving 

You can also give by check or cash.  

Our congregation is so very generous! 

Below is a list of the many places you have donated 

to this year both locally and globally. 

 

$100.00 Bread & Breakfast 

$190.00 ELCA Disaster Relief Fund 

$1,220.00 ELCA World Hunger Fund 

$590.00 Flowers / Shut-in Ministry Fund 

$12,279.44 Good Samaritan Fund 

$2,875.00 Lutheran World Relief - Ukraine 

$250.00 Missions Fund 

$190.00 PoP Family Refugee Fund 

$2,138.79 Property Fund 

$2,155.27 Refugee Resettlement 

$1,000.00 Special Gifts Fund 

$2,000.00 Theological Education 

$24,988.50  

https://popportage.org/pages/food-distribution-signup
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b4cadaf23a1fa7-2021
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b4cadaf23a1fa7-2021
https://popportage.org/pages/pathways-of-giving
https://popportage.org/pages/pathways-of-giving


 

7  

Facts and Figures 

SPECIAL GIFTS FOR PATHWAYS OF GIVING                                         

Loaves and Fishes    Gail Hoover                                                                               
Good Samaritan   Peter & Tammy Olsen, James & Anne Vogt,  
Marti Haug, Gail & Paul MacNellis, Claudia Lee,                            
Bev Schmidt, Greg & Lori Hannemann, and Kay Kincaid:  in 
memory of Conrad Tisland, Carol Schmidt, and Lorraine Knuth                                                                                         

ELCA Disaster Relief    Rod & Helen Hokenson,                                         
Diane Snyder                                                                                                            
ELCA World Hunger  Dale & Micki Holder, Joyce Stout,             
Walt Arntson, Pete & Tammy Olsen, Bev Schmidt,                          
Greg & Christine Guthrie                                                                                           
Synod Disaster Relief  Diane Snyder, Julie Winklepleck,                
Gail & Paul MacNellis, Bob & Carla Hannemann                                                                                           

Refugee Fund  Refugee Resettlement — Barbara Bushey,                      
Bill & Gena Baldwin                                                                              

6/5    102 In person Live stream   84                                               
6/12    106 In person Live stream   84         
6/19     89 In person   Live stream   82                            
6/26     89 In person   Live stream   58                

Per instructions from the ELCA, we multiply the                 
digital views by 2 to get a virtual attendance. 

General Fund  May 

 Contributions $   46,008

 Expenses $   33,579

 Surplus/deficit $  12,428 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

July 11  Eric Nitz 
 Terri Drafta
 Sandra Williams 
 Sharon Clem 

July 12  Donald Jones 
 Angela Dumler
 Matthew Lago 
 Ellen Bradley 

July 14  Michael Wathen 

July 15  Timothy Kana'an 
 Erika Baumann 

July 17  James Vogt
 Kimberly Banner
 Chase Roberts 

July 18  Jeremy Zimmerman 

July 2 Lindan Smith 

July 3  Adam Schuhknecht 

July 4  Lisa Stucky 
 Pamela Schuhknecht 

July 5 Kris Rieck 

July 7  Sophia DeRango 
 Lillian Ross 
 Matt Erdmann 

July 9  Tamara Cooper 

July 10  Gail Hoover  

July 10  Bette Stemaly 

 

 

July 19  Max Todas 
 David Morin 
 Rebecka Creed 
 Emily Hopper 
 James Banner 
 Donald Berdahl 
 Derek Stepanski 

July 20  Kevin Esch 
 Alexander Eldridge
 Ken Lampos 

July 21  Justin Meier 

July 23  Jake Steele 
 Christopher Barnett 

July 24  Linda Boeschenstein 

July 25  Lukas Pederson 

July 27  Paul Swodzinski 
 Megan Zimmerman
 Sheryl Swodzinski 

July 28  Marleigh VandenBussche 

July 29  Reece Howes 

 Dave Karna 

July 31  Makayla Seelbinder

 Kyra Graham 

Anniversaries 

Greg & Melissa Mickelson  July 5 

Paul & Sheryl Swodzinski  July 6 

Erica & Wade Seelbinder  July 10 

Jim & Karen Douglas  July 12 

Michael & Debbie Barnett  July 13 

Melissa & Jonathan Ottesen July 17 

Bryce & Allyson Maurer  July 18 

Douglas & Joyce Beak  July 21 

Holly & Matt Lago  July 22 

David & Amy Cooper  July 23 

Jason & Carly Davis  July 31 
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Prince of Peace Calendar 

Legend: 

AA-–Alcoholics Anonymous  ESL—English as a Second Language 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church                       

269/343-3453                                      

www.popportage.org                                               

Facebook: Prince of Peace, Portage, MI-ELCA  


