
SERMON STUDY QUESTIONS 
 
 

1. Read Luke 9:51-56. In this story Jesus and his disciples were not welcomed by the 
people of a Samaritan village. What types of issues cause division and hostility 
between groups of people in our world today? 

2. James and John wanted to call down fire from heaven to destroy the villagers, 
(verse 54). From their reaction, how would you describe the character of James 
and John? Can you think of anyone you have met in your own life who would have 
had a similar reaction? Was this an easy person to have a relationship with? 
Why/why not? 

3. Read Matt.20:20-28. These verses give us another insight into the character of 
James and John. From these verses, what else can we learn about their characters 
at this stage in their lives? How would you have felt if you had been one of the 
other disciples? Why would you have felt this way? 

4. Do you think James and John would have made good church leaders at this stage of 
their lives? Why/why not? 

5. Read Acts12:2. This event took place about 14 years after the incident in Matt.20. 
James had become one of the most important leaders of the church in Jerusalem. 
In what ways do you think James had changed over those 14 years? How was he 
able to change to such an extent? 

6. A common saying is, “God will accept us as we are, but he will not leave us as we 
are.” What does this statement mean? Do you believe this to be true? 

7. Can you think of anyone in your own life who has changed radically after coming 
to Christ? What effect did this have on others? What effect did it have on you? 

8. Read 2 Cor.5:17. How radical is the change when a person comes to faith in Christ? 
Are the changes immediate? 

9. Who is the agent of these changes? Does the individual have any part to play in the 
process of change? See Rom.12:2, Eph.4:23, Col.3:1-2. 

10. Read Gal.5:22-23. Which ones on this list of the fruit of the Spirit do you find you 
struggle with the most? 

11. Will our transformations be completed in this life? See 1 John 3:2, Rom.8:18. 


