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Whenever I provide premarital counselling 
 I have the couple fill out an online inventory. 
 
The inventory asks them questions about a variety of topics 

Including: family, finances, the role relationship,  
And communication. 

 
They do this separately, not together. 
 
I get sent a computer-generated comparison of their answers. 
 And proceed to share with them the results: 
  areas where they are on the same page,  
   And areas where they have disagreement. 
 
What this inventory also accomplishes 
 (a sort of test within a test) 
  Is to assess the expectations each person has 

for their relationship 
 
and judge whether they are looking at marriage 
 with rose-tinted glasses. 
 
Does the partner have all the qualities they ever wanted in a mate? 
 Do they expect that the romance might wane? 
  Do they expect their partner to meet all their needs, 
   Or will some of those needs be fulfilled by others? 
 
It seems to me that expectations play an important role in our lives. 
 
If we think our marriage is going to uninterrupted years of smooth sailing 
 Where our passion for each other never diminishes 
  Well, we are probably going to be disappointed. 
 
Upset expectations could drive us to walk away 

 from something that is worthwhile. 
 
But if we expect marriage to include ups and downs 
 times of tension and seasons of tenderness 
  we will be encourage to hold on 

to build something lasting. 
 
Marriage will continue to hold lasting benefits to ourselves,  

to our partner, to our family, and to our community. 
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If this is true about our relationships with others, 
 And this is what I want to talk to you about today, 
  If expectations play a big role in our marriages 

Could the same be said about our relationship with God. 
 
So what are your expectations about a life of discipleship? 
 A life of following Jesus? 
 
Do you think you should always be smiling and laughing 
 Singing that camp song:  

“I’ve got the joy, joy, joy down in my heart!”? 
 
Or will there be times of trial, and seasons of real struggle? 
 
PAUSE 
 
Today we are starting a short journey through New Testament letter, First Peter. 
 
A few important notes on the letter as a whole… 
 
First Peter is a circular letter addressed to a group of churches 
 In what is now modern-day Turkey. 
 
The letter declares its author is to be the Apostle Peter, 
 Written with the help of Silas, 
  Though some scholars believe that  
   It is more likely written by a group of his followers 
    Who used his name, and apostolic authority 

[not an uncommon practise that era]. 
 
The letter also locates the writer  

and his associates in “Babylon” 
  Which is New Testament language for Rome, 
   And is the traditional location of Peter’s execution.i 
  
Finally, like Paul’s letter to the church at Philippi 
 this letter of Peter is marked by joy. 
 
But First Peter “connects [this] “indescribable and glorious joy” (v. 8)  

with the suffering of “various trials” (v. 6).  
 
[For First Peter] Joy and suffering go together in a genuine faith.ii  
 
Now to be crystal clear the letter isn’t talking about the inevitable suffering 
 That comes with being human: illness and disease, decline and decay. 
  The letter is talking about suffering that is associated with  
   A life of following Jesus. 
 
First Peter wants us to have realistic expectations 
 About the life of faith: 
  It includes both joy and suffering. 
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So where is the joy?  

And where is the suffering? 
 
For the epistle writer the joy is in our salvation. 
 The salvation we have already experience  
  And the salvation we will one day receive. 
 
The writer praises God for giving us  
 “new birth into a living hope  

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  
and into an inheritance  

that can never perish, spoil or fade.”iii 
 
Those who follow Jesus have had a new birth. 
 We have all been born again. 
  We know the joy of receiving the welcome and forgiveness 
   Of God in Jesus Christ. 
 
We know the joy of living in relationship with God 
 The assurance of his presence of his Holy Spirit, 
  And the gift of answered prayer. 
 
This is part of our salvation. 
 
But the other part is still waiting. 
 An inheritance of sorts that we will receive 
  when Jesus returns,  

or we return to God. 
 
This includes the promise of new resurrected bodies 
 Without the pains of pulled muscles or arthritis. 
  This includes the promise of resurrected minds 
   that don’t forget words or places or names. 
 
This also includes rewards for faithfulness 
 and the blessing of seeing all creation 
  Brought into final harmony with God’s plan. 
 
There is real joy in living in relationship with God. 
 We experience the benefits of God’s salvation now, 

And we have much to look forward to in the future.   
 
But this relationship includes suffering too. 
 
While the writer talks about rejoicing in God’s salvation, 
 He notes that “for a little while you may have… 
  To suffer grief in all kinds of trials.”iv 
 
Most of us are aware there are parts of the world 
 Where Christians suffer overt persecution. 
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But can the same be said of Christians who live 
 In the liberal democracies of the west? 
 
I think so… 
 We live in a secular society where faith, 
  And Christian faith in particular, 

is pushed to the margins. 
 
Our society that has fabricated a reality without God. 
 The spiritual is excluded from education,  

from medicine, from geology and geography. 
   
In this disenchanted world faith is inherently difficult. 

It is hard for us trust in God 
When our world presented as empirically flat. 

 
In addition to the challenges of belief 
 A life of discipleship takes us down the road less travelled 
  In terms of our values and commitments and schedules. 
 
 We inevitably “find ourselves at odds  

with our culture and our neighbors  
and [sometimes even our] families…”v 

   
This leads to an increase of what Pope Francis  

calls ‘polite persecution’. 
 
He defines it, in his own words as: 

"When someone is persecuted not for confessing Christ's name,  
but for wanting to demonstrate  

the values of the Son of God…” 
 
"We see every day that the powerful make laws  

that force people to take this path," he laments. 
 
"If you don't do this, you will be punished:  

you'll lose your job and many things  
or you'll be set aside," he continues.vi 
 

Yes, we live in what is called a liberal democracy. 
 
But more and more often 

We are told that our faith is offensive. 
With this comes pressure to hide it, 

keep our mouths shut , 
 and copy the behavior of the group. 

 
Now if you thought that following Jesus would be a bed of roses, 
 That there was no cost to carrying the name ‘Christian’, 
  That we don’t live under the shadow of a cross, 
   This realisation can come as a shock. 
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Maybe it is no surprise that church attendance 
 Is at an all-time low in our nation. 
 
Well today’s lesson tells us that such persecution has a silver lining. 
 In the end it functions to refine us individually and collectively 
  To separate the precious material from the dross, 
   To prove the genuineness of our faith. 
 
Silver linings aside, ultimately the write would have us know  

that such testing is only temporary, 
And that the cost of this suffering 

 is outweighed by the blessings of faith. 
 
But what are we to do in the meantime? 
 What are we to do in times of suffering and persecution? 
 
Some think we need to organise politically 
 And wage battle at election time or in the courts. 
  Some will see the overturning of “Roe V. Wade” 
   As evidence of the worthiness of this pursuit. 
 
The epistle writer for his part, provides different direction. 
 He tells us to set our hopes our focus on the promises of faith 
  And to live God-pleasing lives in the meantime. 
 
“Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober,  

set your hope on the grace to be brought to you  
when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming.  

 
As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires  

you had when you lived in ignorance.  
But just as he who called you is holy,  

so be holy in all you do…”vii 
 
We will keep faith by holding on to the promises. 
 We will maintain our faith by living the life 
  To which we have been called. 
 
Political and judicial wins will come and go. 
 We can’t wait for them to adjust our hearts 
  Or our living. 
 
Let me close with this admonition from  

German/Dutch theologian, Thomas à Kempis, 
author Imitation of Christ, a devotional book that,  

with the exception of the Bible,  
 
has been considered the most influential work  

in Christian literature. 
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Listen to these words as from Christ: 
 
“Do not be worn out by the labors which you have undertaken for My sake,  

and do not let tribulations ever cast you down.  
 
Instead, let My promise strengthen  

and comfort you under every circumstance.  
I am well able to reward you above all measure and degree. 

 
 You shall not toil here long nor always be oppressed with griefs.  

A time will come when all labor and trouble will cease.  
 
Labor faithfully in My vineyard;  

I will be thy recompense.  
 
Life everlasting is worth all these conflict,  

and greater than these.  
Are not all plentiful labors to be endured  

for the sake of life eternal?  
 
Lift your face therefore to heaven;  

behold I and all My saints with me— 
who in this world had great conflicts— 

are now comforted,  
now rejoicing,  

now secure,  
now at rest,  

 
and shall remain with Me everlastingly  

in the kingdom of My father.”viii  
 
May it be so. Amen and amen.  
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