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Theme:  It will cost us to meet with God. 
 
Text:  Psalm 132:7 
 
Here’s a thought:  A. J. Gordon observed, “Many Christians get cold warming 
themselves by this world’s fires.” 
 
Most little boys enjoy catching frogs along the banks of a pond.  While stalking 
those green leapers, I was unaware of their unique visual powers, which 
enabled them to elude me.  I learned that the frog’s optical field of perception is 
like a clean blackboard and that the only images he receives are objects that 
directly concern him, such as his natural enemies or the food he needs for 
survival.  Therefore, these little amphibious creatures are never distracted by 
unimportant things but are aware only of essentials and whatever may be 
beneficial or dangerous to them. 
 
Although such restricted eyesight would result in a terrible handicap for 
humans, we can learn a spiritual lesson from the frog’s “blackboard.”  We often 
become preoccupied in life with the temporal, fleeting things of the world.  We 
allow our lives to become so cluttered with materialistic and insignificant 
concerns that we lose perspective of what and who matters. 
 
What did you come here thinking about or seeing with your mind’s eye?  I hope 
you were thinking like David in Psalm 132:7, “Let us go to his dwelling place; 
let us worship at his footstool.” NIV 
 
To meet with God, we must shift our focus: 

From Here 
 

 
 



It is very natural and easy for us to become earth-bound.  Our culture is 
preoccupied with what we see, hear, touch, smell and taste.  Walking around a 
mall, I recognize that everything there appeals to our natural cravings:  food, 
clothing, make-up, entertainment and material possessions.  We are told 
subtly and not so subtly to pursue these with our time, energy and money. 
 
Hear these words of warning in 1 John 2:15-17: 
 15 Do not love the world or anything in the world.  If anyone loves the 

world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For everything in the 
world - the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of 
what he has and does - comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 
The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God 
lives forever. NIV 

 
A well-known executive, also well-known as a ladies’ man, announced at the 
club that his wife had just hired a new secretary for him.  “Is that so?” 
responded a friend.  “Blonde or brunette?” 
 
“Neither,” replied the executive sadly, “He’s bald.” 
 
Many are growing restless and dissatisfied with focusing only on what we enjoy 
with our physical senses.  As a result, people hunger for spiritual reality - a 
desire which, unfortunately, often drives them to spiritual beings other than 
the God of the Holy Bible. 
 
American preacher and author A. J. Gordon observed, “Many Christians get 
cold warming themselves by this world’s fires.” 
 
How much do we focus on being “here” on earth and enjoying all that this 
world has to offer?  If this is where our hearts are, this is where our reward will 
be.  Are we satisfied with this?  I’m not! 
 
To meet with God, we must shift our focus: 
From Here 

To Him 
 

 
 
When we speak of entering “the presence of God,” we should remember that 
there are different manifestations of the presence of God.  There are at least 
three types to consider.  First, God is omnipresent - everywhere, all the time 
(see Psalm 139:7-8).  Second, Jesus told us (in Matthew 18:20) that where two 



or three gather in His name, He is there in the midst of them, which is a more 
particular manifestation of His presence.  And third, the Bible (in 1 Kings 8:10-
11) gives an account of the cloud of glory filling Solomon’s temple when the 
singers and musicians lifted their hearts in praise to God.  This cloud of glory 
(God’s presence) filled the room, so the priests could not even stand to perform 
their service! 
 
When this cloud filled the temple, the people and priests could not see anyone 
or anything other than God’s manifest presence around them.  Here is the 
supreme goal of worship:  to see the Lord.  There is no higher fulfilment for us, 
nor will there ever be. 
 
The Old and New Testaments refer to offering sacrifices of praise and joy.  The 
New Testament uses the word “sacrifice” as a counterpart to the original temple 
sacrifices.  Even back in Old Testament days, the Lord made it clear, in the 
Psalms and Prophets, that He was looking not simply for animal sacrifices but 
sacrifices from the heart.  Today we offer up the fulfilment of the Old Testament 
type:  sacrifices of praise. 
 
A sacrifice speaks of something costly, the giving of something dear to us.  1 
Chronicles chapter 21 illustrates this so well.  Satan had provoked King David 
to number the people of Israel, and since David did it in a way that displeased 
the Lord, God punished the nation.  The Lord sent a plague on Israel, and 
70,000 people died.  When the destroying angel came to the threshing floor of 
Araunah, God told the angel, “Enough!  Withdraw your hand.”  The angel then 
commanded David to build an altar on Araunah’s threshing floor, at the place 
where the destroying angel stopped the killing of more Israelites.  David 
approached Araunah to purchase the site to make his sacrifice unto the Lord, 
but Araunah said he wanted to give the altar site to David, along with oxen and 
wood for the burnt offering.  Notice David’s response in 1 Chronicles 21:24: 
 But King David replied to Araunah, “No, I insist on paying the full price.  I 

will not take for the LORD what is yours, or sacrifice a burnt offering that 
costs me nothing.” NIV 

 
King Solomon later built the temple on this site.  The Bible refers to this place 
as Mount Zion, which came to represent the place where God’s manifest 
presence dwelt among God’s people. 
 
David writes in Psalm 132:13-14: 
 13 For the LORD has chosen Zion, he has desired it for his dwelling: 14 

“This is my resting place for ever and ever; here I will sit enthroned, for I 
have desired it ...” NIV 

 
God’s presents are free, but God’s presence comes with a price. 
 
It will cost us to meet with God.  First, there is the cost of energy.  Sometimes 
we are tired after a week of hard work & come to a church meeting to relax.  



We do not feel like lifting our hands or standing too long - we do not have the 
energy for it.  At such a time, it is fitting to offer up a true sacrifice of our 
energy and bless the Lord with all our heart, soul, mind and strength. 
 
Second, there is the cost of preparation.  Sometimes we sense the need to 
receive cleansing and renewal to be free in the presence of God.  Let’s 
remember we cannot do anything to make ourselves more accepted and loved 
by our Heavenly Father.  We can enter into a relationship with God as we rely 
solely and entirely upon the sacrifice once and for all of Jesus Christ’s death on 
the cross.  In our ongoing relationship with Him, however, sin and other 
attractions to our hearts can hinder close communion with Him.  We must 
confess this and turn away from it to enjoy His presence. 
 
Third, there is the cost of time.  Time is a non-renewable resource.  Time is our 
most precious commodity.  Living a life of praise in God’s manifest presence 
will inevitably require a sacrifice of time.  We cannot dash in and out of the 
presence of the Lord, but we need to stay and commune.  A husband learns 
very quickly after the wedding that it takes more than five minutes to have a 
time of fulfilling intimacy with his wife.  How much more so with our God who 
loves us dearly. 
 
Canada is a country where we jump traffic lights to save seconds and wait 
patiently for hours on the first golf tee. 
 
Our attitude toward and involvement in praise and worship are keys to 
entering God’s presence.  We offer our praise and worship with no ulterior 
motives, not to attempt to “twist God’s arm” to come to us.  In His presence, we 
find the fullness of joy. 
 
A “sacrifice of praise” is not something fun to experience.  It might be fun to 
sing about, but it will cost something when it comes time to offer up this 
sacrifice.  Abiding in God’s presence and living a life of praise go together.  How 
badly do we want this kind of encounter with God?  Are we prepared to pay the 
price for it? 
 
Praise is not so much God coming into our presence as it is about us going into 
His presence.  It is not that God descends to meet with us when we praise, but 
we ascend to Him.  If we are having a “blah” or “bad” worship time in our 
meeting, our first thought is that we need the presence of God.  God is already 
with us, but we must still choose to draw close to Him.  The problem is never 
with God, for He is always ready; the problem is with us, every time.  The Bible 
promises (in James 4:8), “Come near to God and He will come near to you.” 
 
Certain well-intentioned Christians teach that we can have the presence of God 
in our churches if we will only praise, so if we do not sense His presence, we 
need to praise harder and louder.  Like the prophets of Baal and Asherah on 
Mount Carmel in 1 Kings 18, this is the view of those who worship idols and 
false gods.  The God of the Bible does not teach us this. 



 
God indeed inhabits our praise.  He dwells and abides in our praise in that He 
loves our praise, bathes in our praise, and surrounds Himself with our praise.  
He delights in and relishes our praise.  A congregation who senses the presence 
of God in a powerful way when they praise is unable to produce God’s 
presence.  Such a church has learned to ascend above the worries of everyday 
life to Mount Zion, a place the Bible speaks of figuratively as the eternal 
dwelling place of God. 
 
The Lord has determined to manifest His presence in Zion, where He dwells 
now and forever.  He does not abide in Zion only when we praise - He has 
taken up permanent residence in Zion!  He is already here when we gather, and 
He will always be enthroned in Zion as we praise Him.  It is not conditional 
upon our praises - it is a fact. 
 
We must not attempt to command the presence of God by whipping God’s 
people into a lather of praise.  Instead, we all share the responsibility to rise 
above our worry and anxiety to worship and enjoy the Lord. 
 
The common cuckoo bird never builds its own nest.  It flies around until it sees 
another nest with eggs in it and no mother bird around.  The cuckoo quickly 
lands, lays its eggs there, and flies away.  The thrush returns to her invaded 
nest.  Not being very good at arithmetic, she gets to work hatching the eggs.  
What happens?  Four little thrushes hatch and one large cuckoo hatches with 
them.  The cuckoo is two or three times the size of the thrushes.  When Mrs. 
Thrush brings one big, juicy worm to the nest, she finds four petite thrush 
mouths and one cavernous cuckoo mouth.  Guess who gets the worm?  A fully 
grown thrush ends up feeding a baby cuckoo three times her size. 
 
Over time, the bigger cuckoo gets bigger and bigger, and the smaller thrushes 
get smaller and smaller.  You can quickly identify a baby cuckoo’s nest.  You 
can walk along a row of shrubs somewhere in Europe and find dead little 
thrushes, which the cuckoo throws out one at a time. 
 
The Bible teaches that spiritually speaking, we have two natures in one nest 
(our heart).  The nature we feed will grow, and the one we starve will shrink.  
Which do we want to capture our heart?  Here – the kingdom of this world, or 
the kingdom of God?  We cannot have both.  The choice is up to us. 
 
To meet with God, we must shift our focus: 

From Here 
To Him 
 
There is a price for His presence.  It will cost us to meet with God. 
 



 
 


