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The Divine Makeover 

Part Two 

2 Peter 1:5 – 9 

Scripture Reading 

2 Peter 1:3 - 9 

3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, 

through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 4 

by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that 

through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped 

from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 5 For this very 

reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with 

knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with 

steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly 

affection, and brotherly affection with love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and 

are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For whoever lacks these qualities is so 

nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his 

former sins 

Introduction: In the matter of drudgery. Peter said in this passage that we have 

become “partakers of the divine nature” and that we should now be “giving all 

diligence,” concentrating on forming godly habits (2 Peter 1:4-5). We are to “add” 

to our lives all that character means. No one is born either naturally or 

supernaturally with character; it must be developed. Nor are we born with 

habits— we have to form godly habits on the basis of the new life God has placed 

within us. We are not meant to be seen as God’s perfect, bright-shining examples, 

but to be seen as the everyday essence of ordinary life exhibiting the miracle of 

His grace. Drudgery is the test of genuine character. The greatest hindrance in 

our spiritual life is that we will only look for big things to do. Yet, “Jesus…took a 

towel and…began to wash the disciples’ feet…” (John 13:3-5).  

It is difficult for us to do the “adding” that Peter mentioned here. We say we do 

not expect God to take us to heaven on flowery beds of ease, and yet we act as if 

we do! I must realize that my obedience even in the smallest detail of life has all 

of the omnipotent power of the grace of God behind it. If I will do my duty, not for 

duty’s sake but because I believe God is engineering my circumstances, then at 

the very point of my obedience all of the magnificent grace of God is mine 

through the glorious atonement by the Cross of Christ– My Utmost for His 

Highest – Oswald Chambers 

• God builds character in our lives through the routines and habits of our lives.  
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• At times, He brings the unexpected interruptions and circumstances and uses 

them to build character as well.  

• When the trials and tribulations come, and we all know they will, God uses those 

to REVEAL the character that He and each of us have developed in our lives.  

• Much like an Olympic athlete spending many hours and years of committed and 

dedicated training to improve their skills and talent to compete at the highest 

level. Like many have said, we don’t see the hours upon hours of work, the 

frustration of injury, going through rehab, the strict diet, the repetitious workouts. 

We see the finality of it all when an athlete competes for a medal in the Olympics, 

and even previous events that they lost at in the heat of competition.  

• So, it is with our character. Trials and tribulations bring out our true character and 

it is on full display as we deal with the heartaches and challenges in our lives.  

o That is why doing laundry faithfully brings honor and glory to God 

o Dad’s keeping up the house, the lawn, the cars is done as a good steward 

of what God has given to you but doing it to glorify God.  

o Kids doing school work. It is much more than to please your teacher and 

to get a good grade. It is more than finding affirmation and acceptance 

from your parents and peers. It is learning to be a life long learner but 

doing it to please most of all your heavenly Father.  

Purpose: Every Christ follower must be willing to sharpen the fruits of the Spirit to be 

used to their maximum ability to glorify God and to carry out God’s kingdom work in our 

everyday world.  

Transition: So, lets supplement or add to our saving faith by sharpening and enhancing 

what the Holy Spirit has placed within us. 

Supplementing your faith  

 2 Peter 1:5 – 7 

5 For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and 

virtue with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with 

steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly 

affection, and brotherly affection with love 

• Each word in the scriptures is put there for a reason. That’s why we wade into 

these scriptures, week by week slowly and carefully, to interpret them well 

and clarify what the author’s point is and what he wants to get across to the 

reader as understood by God’s Holy Spirit.  

• Then we are to respond in worship and apply the truths to our lives.  

• For this very reason. Because of all the precious and magnificent promises. 

Because of the divine nature that God has imparted to us as Christ followers 

• We are to live a life of godly behavior. All the resources we need to do that 

are at our disposal. 
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o Again, we cannot live up to God’s standard on our own. What is that 

standard? 

Matthew 5:48 

You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

I Peter 1:15 

But as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct 

o That is why, we have to be partakers of the divine nature. We receive it 

by living in it and allowing it to live through us.  

o Peter goes on to say in verse 5; 

2 Peter 1:5b 

Make every effort to supplement your faith 

o Some versions of the Bible use the term add to your faith 

o This is talking about that we need to make the maximum effort to equip 

ourselves with these specific virtues that are rooted in our saving faith 

o These character qualities take root and continue to grow in our walk 

with Christ as we fully depend upon God to provide.  

o It is understood with this phrase that we must bring ourselves to the 

table.  

o We have said that God does the saving but we have a human 

responsibility to work alongside God in the process of becoming more 

like Christ 

Philippians 3:12 – 16 

12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to 

make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brothers, I do 

not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies 

behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for 

the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who are 

mature think this way, and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that 

also to you. 16 Only let us hold true to what we have attained. 

2 Peter 3:18 

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him 

be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

o I can’t emphasize this enough. Use what God has given to you.  

o The word supplement is a very interesting word here. It comes from a 

Greek word where we get our term choir master. The idea of a choir 

master in ancient Greek and Roman times was that a wealthy musical 
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philanthropist would supply everything needed for his group of 

theatrical singers to perform for public shows. He would not just supply 

the bare minimum of resources but would get the best and lavishly 

provide for the singers and actors all the resources to put on the best 

show possible for the audience. This is where the term choir master or 

choir director comes from. Literally, the leader of the choir poured out 

and provided.  

o Later, a prefix was added to the front of this word that gave it the 

meaning of someone who provides for an army 

o Peter takes this idea and uses this word in a spiritual context as he 

talks about how God equips the soul and gives Christ followers 

everything necessary to develop the Christ like character qualities in 

our lives 

2 Corinthians 9:10 

10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply 

your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness 

o The supplier stands by his product and supports it all the way to the 

harvest!! 

o Have I driven the point home in these first sermons in Peter that we 

have everything at our disposal to successfully live the Christian life 

through the Holy Spirit?? Are you tired of hearing that yet?? 

o 2 Peter 5c – 7 is a symphony of God’s grace. They are given to us to 

escape the corruption in the world and these and other qualities as 

they are sharpened and improved, each help grow the other qualities 

in our life.  

• Virtue or Moral Excellence 

o It is a divinely given ability that fulfills its designated purpose 

o The idea of virtue here is one who is a moral hero that excels in heroic 

courage producing in people qualities that are Christ like 

o They are acts and deeds and encompass the most outstanding qualities in 

someone’s life.  

Illustration: The Romans had a saying, "To flee vice is the beginning of virtue." 

This is a nice thing to say, and it would be wonderful if it were actually possible. 

But the ancient philosophers who "knew" better could never "do" better. 

Seneca was one of the great Roman philosophers. But his life was anything but 

moral as he assisted Nero in murder plots and eventually committed suicide. 

Friedrich Nitszche, the German philosopher, insisted that the measure of all 

philosophy is whether one can live by it. He died in syphilitic madness. 
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By far the most interesting attempt at virtue was made by the young Benjamin 

Franklin already mentioned above. When he was twenty years old Franklin drew 

up a list of thirteen virtues that he believed every man should strive to attain. 

They were: Temperance, Silence, Order, Resolution, Frugality, Industry, Sincerity, 

Justice, Moderation, Cleanliness, Tranquility, Chastity, and Humility. He even 

made a little chart listing these virtues and marked each time he failed to keep 

one of them. But try as he might, Franklin fell far short of his goals as he admitted 

in his autobiography. No doubt his life was better for having tried, but the fact is 

that moral virtue is impossible for human beings 

2 Corinthians 5:9 

So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 

• Knowledge 

o Peter is talking here of spiritual knowledge that is acted upon.  

o As Christ followers study the truth of scriptures, illumined by the Holy 

Spirit, it leads to understanding and brings with it spiritual discernment / 

wisdom. Knowledge is acquired facts and wisdom is the decision made to 

act on those facts in a positive and edifying way.  

o We are enlightened by the truth of scripture so that it will transform our 

conduct / behavior 

Colossians 3:10 

10 And have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the 

image of its creator 

• Self- control 

o To hold oneself in; to control the passions, the desires of our flesh 

o It is not wrong to fulfill the desires of your flesh as long as it is done in a 

righteous manner. We all desire food, need sleep, have a drive sexually, 

desire to live, survive and thrive if we are healthy mentally and 

emotionally.  

o It is when we desire to step out of the boundaries of scripture to fulfill them 

and harm the temple of the Holy Spirit we move into sin in our lives.We 

need to rely on scripture and the Holy Spirit to restrain those desires and 

seek to fulfill them in a way that is pleasing to God.  

▪ Sexuality is within the confines of marriage between a man and 

woman 

▪ Food is to be eaten in moderation 

▪ We are to be careful with alcohol and not put into our body illegal 

drugs or overdoes on prescription drugs.  

I Corinthians 6:18 – 20 
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18 Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the 

body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body. 19 Or do you 

not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have 

from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify 

God in your body 

o Think of the athlete we talked about before in the introduction. All that 

goes into making them as successful as they can be. They exhibit 

tremendous self-control.  

o We are running the marathon of the Christian life. We are to be just as 

disciplined as we run for Jesus.  

Hebrews 12:1-2 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also 

lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with 

endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and 

perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 

despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God 

• Steadfastness 

o Perseverance – this is the ability to endure difficult things. Another way of 

saying it is patient endurance in doing what is right 

Quote: “It is the courageous acceptance of everything that life can do to us and 

the transmuting of even the worst event into another step on the upward way.” – 

William Barclay 

Luke 8:15 

15 As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast 

in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience 

• Godliness 

o Seeks to do God’s will and as he does, he seeks the welfare of others.  

o One who shows reverence to both God and man. He or she properly 

honors and adores God 

I Timothy 4:8 

8 For while bodily training is of some value, godliness is of value in every way, as 

it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come 

o The first five-character qualities listed here are inward traits, but the last two 

Peter lists here are strictly the outward display of what the inner character 

already has within the heart, the seat of emotion.  

• Brotherly Affection 
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o This is the action of being godly. Looking out with agape love, love that 

comes only from God and is poured out on us through the Holy Spirit, to 

the needs and companionship of others 

o This love is flowing out of our vertical relationship with God to the 

horizontal flow to our fellow man and woman that we intersect with in our 

daily lives. No matter the depth of relationship we have with these people.  

Romans 13:8 

8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another 

has fulfilled the law 

Hebrews 6:10 

10 For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have 

shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still do 

o Lastly, love 

• Love 

o This is the crowning character quality of the Christ followers progress on 

the journey to spiritual maturity.  

o This is agape love, as we said a moment ago, love that comes only from 

God.  

o It is a deliberate desire for the highest good for the one loved. Giving of 

ourselves expecting nothing in return. Jesus said it is the sign of a true 

believer. 

John 13:35 

By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 

another 

o Remember that to love God means we also love the people God has 

created that bears His image 

o This symphony of grace begins with faith and ends in love. The world 

may try to emulate some of these character qualities in their 

humanness, but they fall short because the goal in their humanity is to 

point the glory to them and not God 

o Only through the Holy Spirit can you truly exemplify these character 

qualities through the resurrection power given to us that unleashes the 

ability to grow these qualities in our life. 

Romans 8:29 

 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image 

of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
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Application: Which of the supplements do you need to increase the dosage of to be 

more fruitful? 

Transition: As we look at verses 8 – 9, we see that as we supplement our faith, like 

Miracle Grow, it;  

Speeds up your growth  

 2 Peter 1:8 

8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being 

ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ 

• Fruitful faith 

o The true believer in Christ possesses these qualities and are evidenced in 

his or her life by their motives, actions and attitudes 

o Notice, in verse 8 it says “are yours.” The idea here is someone owning 

property and caring for it. Much like a farmer who nurtures his soil before, 

during and after the seed is doing its work leading to a successful harvest.  

o Notice also, it says “are increasing.” This means possessing more than 

enough, even too much of something. Growing stronger and becoming 

more evident in our lives.  

Exodus 36:6 – 7 

6 So Moses gave command, and word was proclaimed throughout the camp, “Let 

no man or woman do anything more for the contribution for the sanctuary.” So 

the people were restrained from bringing, 7 for the material they had was 

sufficient to do all the work, and more 

o Ineffective or useless. This means that we are never to become 

inactive, idle, not serving, not loving.  

Revelation 2:4 – 5 

4 But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. 5 

Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you 

did at first 

o Unfruitful or barren. Leading to unbelief and little evidence of spiritual 

life. John 15 tells us that natural thing that happens as a Christian is 

that we bear fruit. Sometimes, God has to prune back the bush to 

again bear more fruit, but we abide in Him, like a branch is connected 

to the trunk of the tree and the branch receives the resources to grow 

longer and grow leaves to show fruit of life.  

o As we abide in Christ, we naturally should show evidence of spiritual 

life going on in our service for the Lord. It is the natural outflow of our 

experiencing and growing in the knowledge of Christ.  
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• Feckless faith 

2 Peter 1:9 

For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having 

forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins 

o Peter is talking here to true Christ followers who have become carnal 

Christians. Explain carnal Christian.  

I Corinthians 3: 1 – 3a 

But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the 

flesh, as infants in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not 

ready for it. And even now you are not yet ready, 3 for you are still of the flesh. 

o If you and I are not growing in our walk with Christ and growing in 

these character qualities then we become near sighted Christians.  

o We become focused on what we can get out of the Christian life 

instead of seeing the big picture – to worship and do all for God’s glory 

o We battle with this in the flesh. We want at times to do our own thing, 

to take back the controls of our lives and be selfish for a little while, or 

longer. I get it. I battle it as well.  

o Peter goes on to say that if we are in this condition, we are blind to 

God’s truth. We are unable to discern our own true spiritual condition 

o We have forgotten the blessing and benefits of a clear conscience with 

God and our fellow men and women. Cleansed in this verse means to 

be purified. Like water that is boiled under a boil order is purified.  

I John 1:7 

7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin 

o Peter is warning us to not become a carnal Christian because a carnal 

Christian looks and acts like the world and stays for a period of time in 

their sin.  

Quote: “And the sad reality is that sin always takes you farther than you ever 

thought you'd go, keeps you longer than you ever thought you'd stay, and costs 

you more than you ever thought you'd pay.” – Ron Hutchcraft 

o One more click won’t hurt anything 

o Flirting with someone you should not be flirting with.  

o Neglecting your family for a hobby or work 

o Going to a party where you know you will end up out of control.  

o All the time saying, “I can handle it” but we can’t 

Application: How is the quality of your spiritual fruit tasting that you are producing? 
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Matthew 7:19 – 20 

19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 

Thus you will recognize them by their fruits 

o Be a personal fruit inspector. Start with your own heart, your own 

backyard this week.  

Illustration: A vanilla shake is one of life’s simple pleasures, especially on a hot 

summer’s day. Did you know that vanilla traces its origin all the way back to a 

twelve-year-old slave boy living on a tiny island in the Indian Ocean? Vanilla is 

now the most popular spice in the world, but in 1841 the world produced fewer 

than two thousand vanilla beans, all in Mexico. 

Up until the mid-19th century, vanilla orchids were pollinated exclusively by a 

particular genus of bee in Mexico. Over the years, as demand rose, attempts were 

made to industrialize the pollination process, to no avail. Vanilla was stubborn. 

All of this changed thanks to the ingenuity of that 12-year-old slave named 

Edmond Albius on a small island, 500 miles east of Madagascar. He was 

uneducated, yet he managed to solve one of the great botanical mysteries of the 

nineteenth century. 

In 1822 a plantation owner on the island of Reunion was granted some vanilla 

plants from the French government. Only one of them survived, and nearly two 

decades later it still hadn't fruited. Without that bee pollinator, no one outside 

Mexico could get their plants to flower--that is, until Edmond worked his magic. 

The owner was walking his plantation with Edmond in 1841 when he discovered, 

much to his surprise, that his vanilla vine had produced two beans! That’s when 

Edmond revealed, very matter-of-factly, that he had pollinated them by hand. The 

disbelieving plantation owner asked for a demonstration, so Edmond gently 

pinched the pollen-bearing anther and the pollen-receiving stigma between his 

thumb and index finger. 

By 1858 Reunion was exporting two tons of vanilla. By 1867, it was up to twenty 

tons. And by 1898, it was two hundred tons. And it all traces back to a twelve-

year-old boy named Edmond who hand pollinated a single vanilla vine. From that 

single vine, a billion-dollar industry was created. 

Questions to Ponder this Week 

1. What can you do to prune and sharpen one character quality from this passage 

this week? 

2. Have you taken time to reflect on the fruit of your labors and if so, what do you 

see? 

3. How do you avoid developing spiritual amnesia that makes you unfruitful? 
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Key Thought: By leaning on God’s promises and the power of the Holy Spirit, we 

supplement our faith so it continues to produce the fruit God takes pleasure in 

 


