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Following Jesus  
Luke 9:51-62 
As Jesus was resolutely making his way to Jerusalem, a 
man approached him, boldly declaring, “I will follow you 
where ever you go.”  This man trusted in Jesus, 
convinced by his teaching and miracles, but his verbal 
commitment was rather premature.  Jesus was, after all, 
going to Jerusalem — to be handed over to the chief 
priests, to be sentenced to die a brutal and agonising 
death on a cross. 

Surely that is not what this man expected when he said 
he would follow Jesus wherever he was going.  Most likely, his expectations ran along the lines of 
hoping for a life of fame and earthy rewards.

In replying, “The foxes have dens and the birds of the skies have nests, but the Son of Man has 
nowhere to lay the head”, Jesus used his own lack of a permanent home as an illustration of the 

path his followers must walk — the path of humility 
and self-emptying, of dying to the self; choosing things 
of eternal worth instead of the temporal; choosing 
heavenly treasures instead of earthly wealth.  I wonder 
whether this person did end up following Jesus on the 
road.

Jesus called another man to follow him.  Since Jesus 
wanted him to proclaim the Kingdom of God, this man 
must have already been sufficiently instructed in the 
faith.  But he made excuses: “Lord, first allow me to go 

and bury my father.”  Jesus replied, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the 
Kingdom of God.” 

His words seem rather harsh, but Jesus was not forbidding disciples to attend funerals — 
particularly of parents.  If this man’s father had already died, the man would have been busy making 
funeral arrangements, and not having this conversation.  Most likely he wanted to wait until after 
his ageing father died before following Jesus.  This might have been years away.

Isn’t that like us?  Don’t we wait for some imagined convenient time — a time with next to no 
complications — to step out in faith? 

So many people put off following Jesus until some other day.  This man named his elderly father as 
reason to delay, but it may have been his reputation or inheritance that he sought to protect.  Jesus 
basically told him that the spiritually dead should bury the physically dead, and that the spiritually 
alive should be proclaiming the kingdom of God.  Jesus’ call is not always convenient to us.

Next, another would-be disciple said, “I will follow You, Lord, but first let me farewell my 
household.”  You might be asking, “Wasn’t this a reasonable request?”  But if this man gets back to 
his people, tells them his intention to follow Jesus, will he be able to resist their pleading to stay 
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with them instead?  That’s why Jesus replies, “No one who puts their hand to the plough and looks 
to the things behind is useful in the Kingdom of God.”

To be continually looking back instead of forward, longing for or being regretful for the loss of a 
former life before knowing Jesus, is likely to end in disaster.  Crooked furrows, crooked and 
inconsistent messages, perhaps even leading others astray.

Jesus calls us to follow Him, free from divided loyalty.  
Following Jesus is costly, but ironically, it’s actually 
rewarding and truly freeing.  Because if not following 
Christ, we ultimately follow ourselves.  And following 
ourselves comes at a greater cost to us, because we 
ultimately become a slave to self and trapped in the 
consequences of our actions. 

The options that Jesus gives in our Gospel reading 
today are only two — follow Me or self.  We are not 
told in the text what they ended up doing because we 
are to ask, “What would I have done?” in each instance.

There was to be no putting of the hand to the plough and looking back.  So it is with you and me.  
When Christ says, “Follow me”, we are also called to be free from all worldly loves and loyalties 
that might come between us and our Saviour. 

Jesus’ call to follow in today’s reading is His same call to each one of us. 

Let me now share a recent story.  A baptised daughter of the king hears the call of Jesus to not 
only follow him in faith, but to go and proclaim the Kingdom of God.

A strong sense of a calling to full-time ministry comes to her.  Was she just imagining this?  No, the 
call is consistent and persistent over time, her friends and family affirm the Lords gifting and 
anointing on her life.  Her pastor also sees the genuineness of her call experience as absent of self-
promotion.  He and members of her congregation give her encouragement, they pray for her in 
wrestling with God’s directing hand on her life, and they provide opportunity for discernment. 

To equip herself for service will take time and lots of study.  She is prepared to pay the price and 
she applies herself with full commitment, even in the face of some who discourage her path as 
risky, and others who outright condemn it.  She even endures rejection by self-appointed judges of 
how the Spirit works or doesn’t work. 

What way do we as individuals help or hinder others from responding to Jesus’ call to follow him 
to take up a ministry of the gospel?  Our church continues to say no to women who only seek to 
obey the Lord’s calling.  We’ve been opposing the Spirit.

Men are resisting or ignoring God’s call to ministry.  Others are choosing not to respond within a 
denomination that does not recognise the calling of women to ordained ministry.  In the Lutheran 
Church of Australia, many members are losing hope and respect for a church they love.  Young 
people see the inconsistency of our proclaiming equality before God in baptism and the pouring 
out of spiritual gifts on men and women alike, whilst refusing to ordain women. 

Are you a young man or woman who has found the LCA’s impasse in this matter a barrier, a 
distraction, an added cause of anxiety, for delaying or discounting the call to ministry?  Why is there 
such a shortage of pastors?  What are we ignoring?

Will you follow Jesus in proclaiming the Kingdom in this place and community?  It may not be to 
full- or part-time public ministry, yet he calls you to follow him.  What are some of the 
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opportunities that you see in your life, your vocation, your relationship to obey his call to follow 
and bear witness to Him? 

He calls you to proclaim this resurrection life to a world that desperately needs it.

Following Jesus has a cost.  But Jesus paid the greatest cost himself in order to reconcile us to God 
and draw us to follow him.  Jesus resolutely set his face to Jerusalem.  He wasn’t a victim of 
circumstance.  It was God’s will that he go to the Cross, to pay the cost for the sins of the world. 

He died for those who did not deserve his love and grace; for those who did not measure up, for 
those who rejected him, for those whose love for God and commitment to follow him is far from 
resolute or sure and steady.   

Yet God is fully committed and patient with us.  He is faithful and loyal, with mercies that are new 
each morning.  He calls us to follow him as He leads us through suffering and death to resurrection 
and life everlasting. 

Can you hear the Spirits’ call, the Spirit that God 
promised he would pour out on all flesh, men and 
women, young and old?  Can you respond and follow?  
Can you affirm as valid the calling of men and women 
as and how God chooses?  Can you support and 
encourage them to respond and also help remove the 
barriers to their service?  What is God calling you to 
do?

Holy Spirit, conform us to the will of Him who 
calls us, as individuals and as a church body.  Sound the call to serve God in public ministry.  
Open the ears and the hearts of our young men and women, and break all barriers that 
would prevent any of us from following Jesus our Lord.  Amen.

Video of the service including the above address: https://youtu.be/X8noYIovCOY     
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