
 
June 26, 2022     -     Ezra 1-3 

 

OPEN 

 
When a batter is at the plate and the crowd hears the crack of the bat 
and ball, the excitement grows.  But if the ball goes foul, the crowd 
settles back down.  Yet, the batter is “still alive” to continue swinging. 
 
How do we find the motivation to keep pressing forward as a church? 
 
Today we are really building on what we have heard about over this 
month about the Trinity.  Given God’s greatness, we must look to Him! 
 
Let’s think about how God wants to move us forward.  In short, we need 
to receive from Him some divine motivation. 
 
Consider what we learn from the first three chapters of Ezra.  Let’s look 
at a timeline to get a sense of the context. 
 
587 BC The final stage of the captivity Judah by Babylonians 
 
539 BC Persians defeated the Babylonians.  We know that Persian king Cyrus 

decreed for Jews to resettle Jerusalem and rebuild Temple (Ezra 1:2-4) 
 
536 - 35 BC 50,000 returned under Zerubbabel (chapters 1-6) but only set the Temple 

foundation and rebuilt the alter (Ezra 2:1ff) 
 
458 BC Ezra led a moral and spiritual revival and renewal (chapters 7ff). 
 

Ezra lived in a time of great isolation from Jerusalem.  The city stood for 
the glory of God and the relationship He had with His covenant people.  
However, the 70 years of captivity had been a time of kingdom neglect 
and shame. 

The very fact that the Israel was first divided and then taken captive, 
showed how far they strayed from God. 
 
There were glimmers of hope.  The book of Ezra records a time of great 
revival.  This happened because of divine motivation.  We read about 
this in chapter 1.  We read a curious phrase: “the Lord moved the heart 
of Cyrus king of Persia” or “stirred up the spirit” (ESV, 1:1). 
 
This term refers to an awakening or arousing.  II Corinthians 5:14 speaks 
to believers about being “compelled” or “constrained” by Christ’s love.   
 
In addition to Cyrus, all who had been moved or stirred in heart by God 
were responsive to the project (1:5) of rebuilding the temple (1:3). 
 
 

DIG 

 
When divine motivation was functioning, and people were responsive, 
there were real results!  In the story of Ezra, we find four powerful results. 
 
[1]  Generous – 2:68 
 
Here we read about a “freewill offering”.  This means being personally 
and sacrificially engaged in the work of God – not out of compulsion but 
out of joyful participation.  See also the gifts given in 3:7. 
 
[2]  Focused – 3:1 
 
According to this verse they were gathered in focused unity.  The goal 
and the purpose of God’s glory restored was their shared focus.  On 
another occasion in Jerusalem we read, “All the believers were one in 
heart and mind” (Acts 4:32).  
 
[3]  Courageous – 3:3 
 
The people moving forward despite their fear (3:3).  In chapters 4,5,6 we 
read about great opposition and God’s rescue – especially by creating 
favor with the Persian monarchs.  Why are we surprised at opposition?    
 
In one of the stanzas of the hymn, Am I A Soldier Of The Cross, we 
read, “Are there no foes for me to face?  Must I not stem the flood?  Is 
this vile world a friend to grace, to help me on to God?” 
 



[4]  Agile – 3:6 
 
The people were persistent in their work for God.  Despite deficiencies 
they were agile and got on with the task of worshipping! And the 
testimony was powerful – the “shout went out” (see 3:13).  Are we agile 
and adaptive in serving God? 
 
Brian Carwana, the Executive Director of Encounter World Religions 
says that evangelicals in Canada quickly adapt to technology and are 
very innovative and entrepreneurial (see more at Tapestry, CBC, 
6/22/22). 
 
 

REFLECT 

 
How will we be stirred up in heart? Will we be fueled and led by the Lord? 
 
Take some time to read II Corinthians 5:14-21.  How does the love of 
Christ compel or constrain His followers? 
 
What is the end or purpose to which Christ’s love motivates and inspires 
us – see verses 20-21. 
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