
How Can We Love and Stop Judging?  Colossians 2:20-3:2 
 

1. Let’s look at the early church in action. In Acts 2:42-46 we see a 
community that is together – a lot. They are in each other’s lives. 
They see each other, know the needs and weaknesses each other 
has. They are right there to help each other grow. And that’s the 
missing ingredient in many churches.  

 
2. Some would say it is the missing ingredient in our church since we 

don’t have a central gathering hub for all our members. It would be 
easy to try to Lone Ranger your way through this world, watch the 
videos posted, and try to live good lives…alone, but that isn’t 
necessary. We’ve been asking you to share this church with one 
other person each week, to do acts of kindness and love to 
whomever God places in your way, and to stay in touch with us.  
 

3. But what do we do about sin? When you open your eyes and hearts 
and arms and welcome in all whom Jesus loves, you will get some 
people who have obvious, destructive sin in their lives. What do we 
do about that? We don’t want to ignore it or normalize it so…? 
 

4. Remember last week: start with humility as every one of us are 
sinners who need a savior. Give the grace to other people that you 
want God to give to you.  
 

5. Then, remember this: it is NOT okay to think that we need to 
emphasize that we are not like them, they are not okay, and that they 
need to be like us to be a part of us. Children don’t get to make rules 
for the family (not in a healthy family, at least).  
 

6. Remember that Jesus warned against judging for a reason: Matthew 
7:1-2. And Paul warned against judging because of our own sinful 
lives. Romans 2:1.And remember this: salvation is an event and a 
process.  
 

7. It is an event because we can point to the day we believed, the day 
we were baptized, the day we became convinced that Jesus was the 
Christ and that we needed a savior. But it is also a process. I am not 
where I was in my walk with God 40 years ago. Or 5 years ago. He 



keeps redeeming different bits of me and showing me other bits that 
need redeemed.  
 

8. I am saved – totally, overwhelming, absolutely saved (as are you) – 
but I am also being saved. This week, Kami and I will celebrate 43yrs 
together. I can truly say I know Kami. I can also truly say I am still 
learning about who Kami is. I can also say that, living with Kami, I am 
learning more about who I am. And THAT is the point of community.  
 

9. We welcome people into the community and we stay in the 
community. We BELIEVE that God is saving the person whose life 
concerns us. We trust God to be at work in their life. We know that 
none of us are at the same exact place in our walk with God and 
even if we were, we would experience it differently (as we do with a 
punch, a dessert, or a sunset).  
 

10. Paul could not be more plain about this: Romans 14:1-4. It 
astonishes me that churches that claim they “do Bible things in Bible 
ways” completely ignore the dozens of passages like this in the NT. 
They would never do that with the double handful of verses on 
baptism. Why would they think that water is required but love, 
patience, and tolerance are not? They don’t get that idea from the 
Bible.  
 

11. Jesus’s brother put it this way in James 4:11-12. What does it 
mean to judge the law? We judge the law when we say that the sin of 
another person is worse than our sin. As CS Lewis put it, we always 
believe we have reasons for our sin so that, even when we admit we 
did something wrong, we should not be held accountable for it.  
 

12. We also want to be judged on our intentions while we judge 
others on their actions. See? We DO judge the law and that needs to 
stop.  
 

13. Take a look at the Great Commission and see the progression 
laid out there: Matthew 28:18-20. We are to baptize them in the 
Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. That means more than 
placing them in water – it means to bring them to the point where 
their dedication and loyalty is to God…and not us or our group.  
 



14. Then, teaching them to obey the teachings of Jesus. That 
teaching is done through preaching and teaching: public and private. 
The teacher or preacher should not target any person or group with a 
lesson but simply teach the words of Jesus. The community helps by 
doing its best to live out the teachings even though we all know we 
will do so imperfectly.  
 

15. And all of us need to be watching that we do not substitute our 
judgement, our ideas, our rules for those of God and that is just about 
the easiest thing to do. Jesus quoted Isaiah 29:13 when he said, in 
Matthew 15:8-9, “These people honor me with their lips, but their 
hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain; their teachings are 
but rules taught by men.” 
 

16. Paul actually gives us the exact formula showing how to stop 
judging. Colossians 2:20-3:2. When someone’s choices or life 
troubles you, instead of confronting them, find out what you can 
agree on and start working together from there. Trust God to sort out 
how to treat that sin in another’s life that troubles you so. He is good, 
wise, and the best and only Judge.  
 

17. Trust Him to save them as He will save you. And work in love 
with each other along the way.  
 

18. Christianity is a “one another” religion. Go through Romans, 
Hebrews, First Thessalonians and highlight each time it mentions 
“one another.” Be so involved and so important to someone that they 
see the differences and see their own sin and decide they want to do 
better.  
 

19. In the NT there were rare occasions when the church had to put 
someone out of the group. That was such a terrible punishment that 
the person usually repented and wanted back in…and Paul told them 
to take them in, not under probation, but with joy.  
 

20. Gregory Boyd said “There is no freedom like being free to love 
without judgement.” True. For Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. 
He told us that his words were truth. Let’s embrace that true and our 
freedom in Christ – freedom to love without judgment, love recklessly, 
with unrestrained joy.  


