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The Grace of the lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with you.

And also with you.

The Greeting



The time is now, the Lord is here!
He calls us in this moment.
Rejoice in the fullness of his love.

Gathering Invitation
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All:
We gather in the power of your Spirit, O Lord.
Give us the wisdom to live in the Spirit,
and to show the fruit of the Spirit in who we are.
Make us people of love, joy and peace;
make us generous and kind;
and help us to shape our lives with gentleness,
faithfulness and self-control.
Amen.

Gathering Prayer



Sentence

LA: Those who find their life will lose it, and those who    
lose their life for Jesus’ sake will find it. 

Matthew 10.39



All:
Let our hearts be glad and our tongues rejoice.
When we walk in companionship with the Lord
we are filled with joy in his presence.
Let us praise the Lord. Amen.

Centering Prayer



Hymn – Praise to the Lord
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNq0WtM

SmIY

Curated by Helen C

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNq0WtMSmIY


Loving Father, keen to save,
who sent your Son to show the way.
We worship you.
Jesus, you love us and suffered for us,
and showed us heaven on earth.
We worship you.
Holy Spirit, source of new life,
rich in fruitfulness.
We worship you.
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
love calling for action.
We worship you. 
Amen.

Prayer of Adoration



Following you, Jesus, does not guarantee an easy life. There are challenges and 
obstacles as the sinful life constantly fights with our Spirit-filled life. We are 
sorry when our human condition takes over and we fight using our own efforts. 
We’re sorry for the times we retaliate when others are hurtful to us.
We’re sorry for relying on our own ideas and neglecting the wisdom of the 
Spirit’s guidance.
We’re sorry for all the excuses we offer to get out of things you ask us to do. 
We’re sorry for letting you down, for our complacency.
We know some things can’t wait. And that you call for action.

Forgive us, Lord.
Help us to centre our life on you,heeding the urgency of your call.
Amen.

Preparing for Confession



Introduction to Confession

Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your mind, and with all your strength.' Jesus said: 'This is the 
great and first commandment. And a second is like it: you shall love 
your neighbour as yourself.‘

Silence may be kept.

Let us therefore bring our sins before the one true God, in 
penitence and faith.



All: 
Merciful God, our maker and our judge, 
we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
and in what we have failed to do:
we have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.
Father, forgive us.
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.



The Absolution

Almighty God who has promised forgiveness to all 
who turn to him in faith; pardon you and set you 
free from all your sins, strengthen you in all 
goodness and keep you in eternal life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Collect prayer

O God,
the light of the minds that know you,
the life of the souls that love you,
the strength of the thoughts that seek you:
help us so to know you
that we may truly love you,
and so to love you
that we may fully serve you,
whose service is perfect freedom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Reflection Time



The 1st Reading is from 2 Kings 2.1-2, 2.6-14

1 Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and 
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay here; for the Lord has sent 
me as far as Bethel.’ But Elisha said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not 
leave you.’ So they went down to Bethel. 6 Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here; for the 
Lord has sent me to the Jordan.’ But he said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I 
will not leave you.’ So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of the company of prophets 
also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the 
Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was 
parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry 
ground. 9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me what I may do for you, 
before I am taken from you.’ Elisha said, ‘Please let me inherit a double share of your 
spirit.’ 10 He responded, ‘You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being 
taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.’

the reading continues ...



11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the 
two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept watching and 
crying out, ‘Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!’ But when he could no 
longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 13 He picked up 
the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and stood on the bank of the 
Jordan. 14 He took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and struck the water, 
saying, ‘Where is the Lord , the God of Elijah?’ When he had struck the water, the water 
was parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over.

Hear the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 77

1 I call to my God, I cry out toward him:
I call to my God, and surely he will answer.
2 In the day of my distress I seek the Lord,
I stretch out my hands to him by night:
my soul is poured out without ceasing, it refuses all comfort.
11 I will declare the mighty acts of the Lord:
I will call to mind your wonders of old.
12 I will think on all that you have done:
and meditate upon your works.
13 Your way, O God, is holy:
who is so great a god as our God?
14 You are the God that works wonders:
you made known your power among the nations;

Psalm continues…
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15 By your mighty arm you redeemed your people:
the children of Jacob and Joseph.
16 The waters saw you, O God,
the waters saw you and were afraid:
the depths also were troubled.
17 The clouds poured out water, the heavens spoke:
and your arrows darted forth.
18 The voice of your thunder was heard in the whirlwind:
your lightnings lit the world, the earth shuddered and quaked.
19 Your way was in the sea, your path in the great waters:
and your footsteps were not seen.
20 You led your people like sheep:by the hand of Moses and Aaron.



The 2nd Reading is from Galatians 5.1, 5.13-25

1 For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a 
yoke of slavery. 13 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use 
your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to 
one another. 14 For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, ‘You shall love 
your neighbour as yourself.’ 15 If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care 
that you are not consumed by one another. 16 Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify 
the desires of the flesh. 17 For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what 
the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to 
prevent you from doing what you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 
subject to the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, 
licentiousness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, 
factions, 21 envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I 
warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 By 
contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 24 And 
those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.

Hear the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



All:
There is so much sin and pain in our broken 
world.
But when we journey with Jesus,
we find forgiveness and healing.
We are all one in Christ Jesus,
who has forgiven our sins
and leads us into eternity with him.
Amen.

Prayer before the Gospel



The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 9.51-62
All: Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

51 When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to 
Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of 
the Samaritans to make ready for him; 53 but they did not receive him, because his face was 
set towards Jerusalem. 54 When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, ‘Lord, do you 
want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?’ 55 But he turned and 
rebuked them. 56 Then they went on to another village. 57 As they were going along the road, 
someone said to him, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’ 58 And Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes have 
holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’ 59 To 
another he said, ‘Follow me.’ But he said, ‘Lord, first let me go and bury my father.’ 60 But 
Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the 
kingdom of God.’ 61 Another said, ‘I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to 
those at my home.’ 62 Jesus said to him, ‘No one who puts a hand to the plough and looks back 
is fit for the kingdom of God.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.



The Sermon



Curated by Viki and Phil

Hymn – Freedom Hymn
https://youtu.be/FePrBgRAKRY

https://youtu.be/FePrBgRAKRY


We are the body of Christ
His Spirit is with us

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Greeting of Peace



Prayer of Thanksgiving before Intercessions
Some things can’t wait. Such as the need of people in this world to acknowledge and follow you, 
Lord. For who knows when you will return? We give abundant thanks for everyone to whom you give 
the cloak of evangelism and leadership.

Our hearts overflow with thanks and praise: for our own salvation; for all who played their part in 
leading us to faith and nurturing us on our walk in freedom; and that we are no longer drifting in 
hopelessness, but secure in you.
Your Holy Spirit leads us with incomparable power, strength and wisdom. And our heart’s desire to 
follow where you lead, with the fruit of the Spirit ripening within us. You have the power, Lord, to 
change our attitudes and our priorities.
Our hearts are full of thanks and praise for the joy we know in you and the inheritance that can 
never be taken from us.

We give you thanks for the things of this past week which have given us life and joy: especially 
Fleur and Ron’s insurance finally coming through so that works can commence; we give thanks for 
trees and greenery; 

Lord, we pray for others to know the same joy. Amen.
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Please help us as we face indecision and our search for answers.
Let us accept that answers don’t readily come.
Let us also accept difference in others, we all have our own views and personalities, that is how you 
made us and how you love us too. We need to learn how to keep loving one another.
Lord hear our prayer

We should also ask for your intervention all nations at war or contemplating war, particularly at this 
time we focus on the war continuing between Russia and the Ukraine. We uplift to you all people who 
are torn apart by war – may they know your peace.
Please guide the two Orthodox churches, and inspire them to do more in promoting peace.
Lord hear our prayer

Intercessions
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We pray for the new government in Australia and we also pray for the government in the United 
States and other governments around the world. Help guide those in government and opposition 
that are taking decisions to try to solve the energy crisis, cost of living, more importantly the rise of 
homelessness through sky rocketing rents and availability of rental properties. Please make a way 
for rough sleepers to find sanctuary.
Lord hear our prayer

We pray for those people that are suffering from illness physically and mentally, especially those 
suffering the latest flu and hospitals seeking to care for them;
families that are torn apart through selfishness, foolishness or craziness.
We pray for families and friends of those that have recently departed this world, give them comfort 
in knowing that your presence is guiding them.
Lord hear our prayer
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We pray for those known to us who need our prayers.

We especially pray for:
Those recovering from Covid at this time: Liam; Kathy and Matt; Dilys; Judy; Joan and Dianne trying 
to her; Val and all residents and staff in her aged care facility.

Those living with cancer; Angela and her family; Paul and Darhon; Heather and her 
family; George and Wendy and Kristine; Liam and Bob, Desley and Mark.

Those living in pain or illness, are in recovery or are facing surgery: Julie G; Sally; Matt; Bishop 
Jeremy; Helen C; Gary;

Those in need of your transforming love: Jordan; Douglas; Sonja and her family in 
Ukraine; Bobby’s RN Archer;  Andrew and Noah;

Those who mourn; especially Carolyn and all of Don's family; Kerry and all of Peter's family.
Lord hear our prayer
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We pray for our animal friends, especially dolphins. We pray they all feel loved and taken care of. 
And that we play our part in loving and taking care of them. Just as you love and take care of us.
Lord hear our prayer

We pray for our Archbishop Phillip, for our Bishops, for Rev Jamee and for all at Holy Hermits Online. 
Please bless them and keep them safe and happy. We uplift to you the synod of the diocese of 
Brisbane in session today. May all that is covered in the course of the day be done so in a spirit of 
unity and respect.
Lord hear our prayer

We thank you for laughter and for the spirit of lightness and joy it can bring. Help us to embrace 
more happiness and laughter in our own lives and to share this with others this week and into the 
future.
Lord hear our prayer
Amen

Prayers composed by Phil



Pray Daily Cycle of Prayer

• The Province of the Episcopal Church of Sudan

• The Diocese of Wangaratta: †Clarence Bester; Clergy and People

• The Parish of Stafford: Kevin Bourke, Lee Gauld, Leisha Rule, Keith 
Foote, Heather Toon, Andrew Osborne

• Anglicare SQ Brisbane North Community Services - Staff and 
clients (Strathpine)

• State School Teachers



Let us join together in the prayer which Jesus gave us 
saying:

All: Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  Amen.



Devotions
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Almighty and everliving God, 
give wisdom and understanding, to the members of the 
Synod of this Diocese. 
Teach them in all things to seek first your honour and glory. 
May they perceive what is right, have courage to pursue it, 
and grace to accomplish it, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen
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Originally from northern Mesopotamia, David became a monk at the Monastery 
of Saints Merkourios and Theodore outside Thessaloniki, sometime between 465 
and 470. He was hounded for his words of wisdom and prayer, so fled by 
climbing up an almond tree, where he spent his time in quiet contemplation for 
three years, praying that the Lord would reveal His will to him, also granting him 
wisdom and humility.

At the end of three years an angel of the Lord appeared, telling him that his 
prayers had been heard, that his time as a dendrite had ended, and that he 
would “accomplish one other act of great love”. He continued to live as a hermit 
in a cell, with many coming to him for prayer and healing.
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Reflection from Franciscan Media:

Christ is a gentle leader, but he calls us to total holiness. 

Now and then, men and women are raised up to challenge us by the absoluteness of their 
dedication, the vigor of their spirit, the depth of their conversion.

The fact that we cannot duplicate their lives does not change the call to us to be totally 
open to God in our own particular circumstances.

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-romuald


A Personal Prayer and Image for Each of us in the Silence

God, help us not to waste our time
but to live for you each day.
God, help us to know what is urgent and important,
and to do it. Amen.

Image by Aditya Saxena



Curated by Paul

Hymn – How shall I sing that 
majesty

https://youtu.be/Lx_wL0k3nwE

https://youtu.be/Lx_wL0k3nwE


All:
May God grant us the wisdom to know what is important.
May God guide us to act, to do what is urgent.
May God help us to know the one we follow better each day.
May God help us to be people who don’t always look back.
May God help us always to be faithful and true.
Amen.

Sending Prayer



The Blessing

The peace of God which passes all understanding 
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and 
love of God,
and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.



40

Notices

 From next week on the LA role will be called Cantor

 Contemplative tree prayers tonight 6.00pm (AEST)

 Birthdays and anniversaries for June

You can offer your gifts online: https://holyhermits.com.au/give

https://holyhermits.com.au/give


Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ, 

Amen.



Extra seasonal resources developed by Roots on the Web

Image by Aditya Saxena

https://unsplash.com/photos/EAvS-4KnGrk?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditShareLink

