Love Not the World!
I John 2:15-17

John is warning believers to not become enamored with this present world. He paints a powerful contrast between two competing loves. The danger for his audience is not one of persecution but rather of seduction. John spells out three reasons for not loving the World.

Terms Defined:
· Love = Not a gushy _________, but a settled ________ to give yourself in allegiance and _______________.  
· World = Not the created universe or __________, but an evil World ________ that has _____________ God.
I.
What the World Does: (v.15)
A. “Worldliness”…
B. Drives out…
C. Hardens…
II.   What the World Is: (v.16)
A. Carnality -
B. Covetousness -
C. Cockiness –

III.
Where the World is Headed: (v.17)
A. Bankruptcy -
B. Temporal -
C. Eternal -

John is writing to warn of the dangers of spiritual adultery. He desperately wants these folk to see the wiles of Satan as he attempts to seduce them away from a God Who is Love.

Going Deeper:
1. Have you ever struggled with being “in the world” but not “of the world”? Have you ever wondered how it is possible to love the world but hate what the world represents? 

2. What would you say to someone that says, “Since God loved the world, shouldn’t we too?” What is the difference between “the world” (people) and the world (system)?

3. What are some of the evidences that, what the world has to offer, is passing away? What things, which are very real, are actually temporal (passing away)?
4. How can we tangibly demonstrate the agape love of God to those around us? What are some of the ways we can be living illustrations of His love?  
5. Why do you think the seductions of the world can  be so hard to resist? What is it about this present world that makes it so attractive? 
6. Are there some ways to guard against the temporal temptations of this world and increase our devotion to eternal things and to God?
7. Personal: As you examine yourself, what do you think is the primary controlling love of your life? What controls your decisions, your priorities and your commitments? 
Questions for Our Kids:  
1. Who are some people you love the most? What is it about them that makes you love them so much? 
2. When you think of God, do you think of Him as loving, kind and gentle? Do you know how much He loves you?
3. Are there some ways you can share the love that God gives you with others? What could you do to spread that love to the people around you?
