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Dear Friends, 
 
Winter has arrived in Cape Town! And with it comes rain. We had a lot of 
rain this week! 

 
Just a few years ago, Cape Town almost hit “day zero” as our dams ran dry 
and we came very close to completely running out of water in the city. Now, as 
we experience minor, localised flooding, there is drought in the province next 
door, with Nelson Mandela Bay (one of South Africa’s biggest metro areas) 
facing its own looming “day zero.” 

And this all reminds me again of how utterly reliant we are on God. In modern 
society, we spend a lot of our time organising and planning the means by which 

we are going to control our realities. Of course, some of this is good stewardship. But too often it becomes idolatry 
as we seek complete control (even of the “good” endeavours of our hands). We forget that we are not ultimately in 
control. God is sovereign. A good reminder that we are but dust, as Psalm 103 reminds us, like grass… a 
flower… “the wind blows over it and it is gone.” It is both humbling and also comforting to remember that God 
alone is in control. 

 

A productive semester (with no online ministry!) 
This week marks the end of the first semester at the University of Cape Town. So it’s a 
good time to look back and reflect on God’s faithful goodness through the year thus far. 

It has been wonderful to do ministry almost exclusively in-person (as opposed to being 
online) this year! We realise how we took this for granted, and what a massive difference 
it makes.  

We were able to run so many more Bible studies, discussion groups, community meals, 
prayer times, short courses, and even a camp. The residents-life programme for our 9 
residents is also thriving. But it’s particularly the 
informal connections that have been wonderful to 
have back again.  

For example, during the exam season (of the last few 
weeks), the students are very stressed, and there is limited opportunity for 
formal teaching or activities. So one of the things we do is offer lunch-time 
volleyball on our lawn, which is not only a great way for them to release some 
stress, but inevitably leads to deeper conversations, connecting with where 
they’re at. 

 

Nexus: The Bible, The World & Me 
But if I had to choose one highlight from the last semester it would be our 
weekly “Nexus” discussion group, where we explore the connections 
between the Bible, the world around us, and our own lives. In particular, we 
had a specific focus on African spirituality for a couple of months. We dealt 
with issues such as ancestor veneration & mediation, which led to important 
discussions around Christ alone being our mediator, for instance. These are 
vital topics because they address the concern that Christianity is a western 
religion, which is a barrier for many Africans. 



Towards Building a Library  
As you know, we are building towards a “Christian Study Centre” at UCT - 
we are providing a thoughtful Christian voice in the context of a secular 
university campus. We’ve realised that this means that we need to have a 
good quality Christian library that can speak to issues relevant to where the 
students are at, helping them to develop a Christian worldview, and gain a 
Christian understanding of their vocations, to whichever sphere of society 
God is calling them. We’ve made a start on this, I’m excited about the 
potential and will be working hard on this initiative in the coming months, so 
I hope to give you positive progress updates soon. 

 

Prayer Points: 
• Thanksgiving: In our last update, I mentioned the problem of hunger amongst the students we serve. 

We’ve been able to provide meals this semester to meet the need, which has been so gratefully received.  

• Please pray for our winter conference next month. This is our pinnacle event for the year, where we bring 
in speakers and try to reach new students with the challenge of Christianity impacting all of their lives. 
Please pray for our planning, and that the right students would be there.  

• Another prayer of thanksgiving on the family front: God has been so good in guiding the steps of Jude 
and Hannah as they make decisions about their studies. Jude is finishing off his last internship in his 
software development training program (please pray for the right “work placement” for the final year of his 
program). Hannah finishes school next year and is making decisions about final Cambridge subjects and 
levels (and looking towards studying further), so please offer a prayer for discernment around that too. 

• Finally, we’d appreciate it if you keep our finances in your prayers. We are very grateful for God’s 
sustaining provision (and for those of you serve as his hands and partner with us in this way), but please 
do pray with us that we can move towards a place of greater financial sustainability and that our 
upcoming needs will be met.  

Whether you are facing floods or drought, feast or famine, overwhelming challenges or a calmer season, may you 
intimately know the peace, joy and hope of the reality that our loving, faithful Father is sovereign over all.  

 

Much love & blessings, 
Adrian, Michelle, Jude, Hannah & Luke 

As missionaries in Youth With A Mission, Adrian & Michelle do not receive any 
remuneration from YWAM, but rely on financial support of partners like you to 

sustain their ministry.  
For tax deductible donations via YWAM Canada: 

www.ywamcanada.org/donations.html 
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