
LIVING IN AN UNFAIR WORLD 
Sermon Series: Building Godly Values That Last 

Sermon Outline 
June 19, 2022 — Father’s day 

Kelly Stanley 

Five Snapshots of Unfairness From Ecclesiastes By Solomon 

1. ____________________________ are not _________________________. 

Ecclesiastes 3:16, "Throughout the earth justice is giving way to crime and even the courts are corrupt” 
(TLB).  
Ecclesiastes 8:11, “When a crime is not punished quickly, people feel it is safe to do wrong” (NLT).  

2. The  ___________________ are not ____________________. 

Ecclesiastes 4:1, “Then I looked again at all the injustice that goes on in this world. The oppressed 
were crying, and no one would help them. No one would help them, because their oppressors had 
power on their side” (GNT). 

3. _________________________ are not _____________________________. 

Ecclesiastes 5:8, "If you see . . . miscarriage of justice throughout the land, don't be surprised! For 
every official is under orders from higher up . . . So the matter is lost in red tape and bureaucracy” 
(TLB).   
Ecclesiastes 10:5, "Here is an injustice. Stupid people are given positions of authority” (PAR).  

4. _______________________________ are not ______________________. 

Ecclesiastes 8:14, “This is nonsense. Look at what happens in the world: sometimes the righteous get 
the punishment of the wicked, and the wicked get the reward of the righteous. I say it is useless” 
(GNT).   
Ecclesiastes 7:15a, "It's unfair that some good people die young while some wicked people live on and 
on and on” (PAR). 

5. ______________________________ are often not ______________________________. 

Ecclesiastes 9:11, "In this world fast runners do not always win the races. Wise men do not always earn 
a living, intelligent men don't always get rich, and capable men do not always rise to high positions” 
(GNT). 

Why Does God Allow Unfairness? 

1. Because God gives us the ___________________________________________________________. 

Deuteronomy 11:26, "I am giving you the choice between a blessing and a curse” (NLT).  

2. Because God is going to have a _____________________________________________________. 

Ecclesiastes 3:17, “In due season God will judge everyone, both good and bad, for all their deeds” 
(NLT). 
Isaiah 30:18, "For the LORD is a God of justice. Blessed are all who wait for Him!” (GWT). 

3. Because it shows _____________________________________________________. 

Ecclesiastes 3:18, “I realized that God is letting the world go on its sinful way so that He can test 
mankind, and so that men themselves will see that they are no better than beasts” (TLB). 

4. Because it can __________________________________________________________. 

Romans 5:4, “Suffering produces character” (PAR).  
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Three Reactions God Wants Us To Have When We Are Treated Unfairly 

1. ___________________________________________________________. 

John 16:33b, Jesus said, “In this world you will have trouble . . . “ (NIV). 
1 Peter 4:12-13, ” My friends, do not be surprised at the terrible trouble which now comes to test you. 
Do not think that something strange is happening to you. 13But be happy that you are sharing in Christ’s 
sufferings so that you will be happy and full of joy when Christ comes again in glory” (NCV). 
2 Corinthians 6:4,  “In everything we do we show that we are God's servants by patiently enduring 
troubles, hardships, and difficulties” (GNT). 
Luke 23:34, Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing” (NLT). 

2. _____________________________________________________________. 

Matthew 5:39, Jesus said, “If someone slaps you on your right cheek, turn and let them slap you on 
your left cheek. Meaning — when you experience unfairness from anyone, do not respond by finding a 
way to be unfair to them” (PAR). 
Matthew 5:43-45a, Jesus said, “Your ancestors have also been taught ‘Love your neighbors and hate 
the one who hates you.’ 44However, I say to you, love your enemy, bless the one who curses you, do 
something wonderful for the one who hates and mistreats you, and respond to the very ones who 
persecute you by praying for them. 45For that will reveal your identity as children of your heavenly 
Father” (TPT). 
Jeremiah 22:3, "Be fair minded. Do what is right. Help those in need of justice” (NLT). 
Proverbs 29:7, "The righteous care about justice” (NIV). 
Proverbs 16:11, "The Lord demands fairness in every business deal” (TLB). 

3. Wait prayerful and expectantly for _______________________________. 

1 Peter 2:19, "A person might have to suffer even when it is unfair, but if he thinks of God and stands 
the pain, God is pleased” (NCV). 
Ecclesiastes 11:8, "Everything is meaningless, pointless, useless and negative” (PAR). 
1 Peter 4:19, "If you are suffering according to God's will, keep on doing what is right and trust yourself 
to the God who made you, for he will never fail you” (NLT). 
2 Corinthians 4:17, “These little troubles (which are really so transitory) are winning for us a permanent, 
glorious and solid reward out of all proportion to our pain” (PHL). 

• Bible verse to memorize for this week from today’s sermon: 2 Corinthians 4:17
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