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“And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s 

bosom.” 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 

Today, on this First Sunday after Trinity Sunday, we enter into the second half of the Church 

Year! During these next weeks, it will be our privilege to little by little grow in a deeper 

understanding of the nature of our dear Father in Heaven’s love for us and His creation. We will 

have opportunity to meditate on how we can imprint on our hearts and minds the wonderful 

works of God, and how He has done all of them from His desire to impart to us those things that 

will bring us true joy, and a lasting sense of His care for us. 

The hallmark of this Trinity Season is love-the love that was shown most fully in the agony of 

our Lord upon His cross of suffering! The kind of Love that comes from the very source of true 

love, the Blessed and life giving love of the Holy Trinity for us! Trinitytide is about learning to 

open ourselves little by little, so that our souls become increasingly formed in the image of this 

Divine and Holy Love. As we begin to learn about, and then walk in this Heavenly Way, we will 

know what living an authentic life really is- a life lived in and through our Lord Jesus Christ! 

Today’s Gospel introduces us to the nature of this Christ centred life that we are seeking. It 

contrasts the attitudes of light and darkness, of living life according to the fallen ways of the 

world, with the light filled way of Christ and His mercy and grace.  

Christ teaches us by relating a parable involving a certain rich man and a beggar. We learn from 

the Gospel reading that the rich man had it all- food in abundance, wonderful clothing, and I am 

sure a comfortable home in which to live! The Lord Jesus then tells us about dear Lazarus, a 

beggar that lay at the gate of the rich man’s home. Lazarus lay there poor, sick, and waiting-

waiting for some small act of charity and concern from the rich man-waiting to see if perhaps the 

rich man’s heart could be moved enough by his plight that he might receive a few crumbs from 

his table! What a sorry scene this is dear friends! How our hearts feel for this poor man in his 

misfortune and necessity. 

The Lord Jesus goes on in the parable to describe the end of these two men-Lazarus the poor is 

taken into Abraham’s bosom and finds peace and plenty, while the rich man suffers the torments 

that are his due because of his hardness of heart, and his failure to obey the divine law of love 

and mercy! 



There is much for us to think about in this account, and I’m sure that our consciences are 

convicted as we each recall the times in our lives when we have been deaf to the call to come to 

the aid of those around us who are so desperately needing our help! We remember that Holy 

Scripture calls us to fulfill the law of God, to live as images of the Divine Charity to all who 

cross our paths, and yet how often we find ourselves deaf to the call of love, deaf to the 

pleadings of Christ to see all men and women as His Dearly Beloved children. 

But how shall we learn to walk in this lowly path of the Divine Compassion? How can we 

imitate the Blessed Jesus as He calls us to this new and radical way of living? Surely it is by 

taking a deeper look at this Gospel, and discovering in it some necessary teachings about the 

nature of our souls, and our relationship to the Risen and Ascended Lord of all! 

When we look at the character of the rich man this morning, let us have the courage to see a 

picture of ourselves. This man is caught in the web of the worlds view of what constitutes life-he 

is bound by the chains of the outward and visible, and is completely unaware of the inward truth 

of things. The distractions and pleasures of the world have blinded him to the fact that although 

he is, according to the world, successful and fulfilled, yet inwardly he is very, very poor indeed. 

He has embraced the world with enthusiasm, but has squandered the life of his soul! He has 

exchanged the true and the good for that which will only bring him torment and regret in the end.  

Doesn’t this remind us of what happens all too often in our lives? It is so very easy to be 

hypnotized by the pleasures and allurements of the life of the flesh, to forget that all that we have 

and all that we are has come to us as a gift- a gift from the one who is the great lover of man! 

When we look at ourselves, let us resist the temptation to view ourselves as sufficient in 

ourselves, and remember that our sufficiency is of God- the loving and merciful Father of all. 

If the rich man reminds us of the dangers of trusting only in the outward and beguiling things of 

the world and the flesh,where does the pitiful picture of Lazarus fit into all this? What are we to 

make of this wretched beggar that waits in his suffering and loneliness at the gate of  the rich 

man? Is it possible that we might see an image of our Lord Jesus, patiently waiting before the 

gate of the rich man’s heart? Could we imagine that Jesus Lays before the gates of our hearts and 

lives, longing to be received into our souls?  

This seems like such a poor image of our Lord- a poor sick beggar, who is at best an 

inconvenience to those who pass him by, and yet when the eyes of the soul are opened, we 

discover the reality of our Saviour in all His beauty, waiting to be embraced and welcomed by all 

who are looking for real life- a life that desires only to walk in humble companionship with this 

God who has endured so much for our salvation, and that promised to give us an eternity of 

blessedness and joy! 

Dear friends, remember that this Trinity Season has been given to us so that we might understand 

the nature of the Divine Love, and grow in it. This is a love that is waiting-waiting like Lazarus 

for someone to respond to it. This love-the pure love of Christ is our hope isn’t it, and it is the 



only hope for this world, a world that so often burdened by fear and hopelessness.But here is 

good news- that Christ is the great gift of the ages for all that will lovingly embrace Him in love. 

Christ will enter into the poor souls of all who will call upon Him and do a work of grace and 

beauty that will bring life and hope to even the most darkened hearts-He will lovingly nurture us 

by His Spirit, and fit us for life with Him forever! 

Let us spend this Trinity season wisely. Let each of us use these precious weeks to humbly sit at 

the feet of our Blessed Lord, and lovingly hear-really hear what He will say to us. Most 

especially, let each one of us seek refreshment and life not in the counterfeit spirit of the world, 

but in the Sacred Way of Christ our Lord-the Way of peace, the Way of Life,the Way of 

Paradise! 

May God bless us as we walk this Blessed road, confident not in ourselves, but in Him alone-now and 

always! 

                Glory Be To God For All Things!   AMEN 

 

 


