
Making Sense of the Bible
Week 6: Wrestling with Issues of Sexuality and Relationships
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When Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade came out, Ben and I went to see it at
the Battlefield Mall Theater. Do you remember the last big scene? Indiana is
in the cave, having just walked across a gaping, deep crevasse to a display of
grails, one of which is the Holy Grail of Jesus. His father, played by the one
and only Sean Connery, has been shot and lies dying in the sand outside the
cave. They both know Sean’s only hope is to drink from the life giving Holy
Grail. Indiana has to choose well as he looks at all the cups, there isn’t time to
be wrong. He reaches in and… the film broke. The lights came up. We went
home. It wasn’t until later that we finally saw the climax of the movie.

That’s a bit how I feel today as we close this six-week series on Making Sense
of the Bible. I am right there with you to finish this last section and… I get
COVID. The lights go up, and I am home all week. Because I have had two
boosters, my symptoms are not bad, but they are bad enough that I am not
comfortable being with you today.

So, do we finish the series or wait and catch it later? I decided that it would
be best to finish today and let the words of the author, Adam Hamilton, help
us conclude the series. Before we do so, let me just spend a moment
reviewing the past few weeks. We’ve learned much about the 66 books of the
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Bible as more than a book, more like a library written by many authors over a
period of hundreds and hundreds of years.

Each of the Old Testament books, written by a variety of authors over a
period of thousands of years, bear witness to the way in which humanity
sought to explain God and the way in which God was actively involved in their
lives. Using the knowledge they had at the time, they wrote history, poetry,
wisdom literature, and prophetic words that hold within them spiritual truths
for us today.
We looked at the New Testament books and the way their authority comes
from how they were used—for hundreds of years throughout the early
church—to tell the story of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. We
talked about how the letters in the New Testament are, for us, like reading
another person’s mail. We don’t know exactly what is being addressed, but
we can surmise the struggles and challenges of the early church to live a new
way based on love.

We’ve talked about the Bible being inspired but not infallible. It cannot be
without flaws because flawed people wrote it. It cannot be inerrant because
people make errors. But it is authoritative, inspired, and it tells the story of
God who creates, redeems, and sustains humanity.

We look at Jesus Christ, the Word of God, as our source for truth and the way
of life that aligns who we are with who God is calling us to become. Jesus,
who quoted the books of Moses as he gave us the most important
commandments as our highest calling: love God and love neighbor. And, how
by using a colander of these two commandments, we can learn to filter what
we read in scripture. If what we are reading does not cause people to love
God or love our neighbor, the words become open to questioning, to
considering their historical context, to wrestling. And again, are not meant to
be taken as infallible.
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We spent time unpacking the two creation stories in Genesis. The first is a
beautifully written piece of literature that teaches of the Creator God and
humanity as the culmination of this creation. The second tells of the
archetypal story of the fall of humanity, how we are tempted to be our own
god, to take what isn’t ours, to always want more. And how, when we
succumb to that temptation, God remains faithful and by grace continues to
call us back, to provide for us, to love us.

Last week, we talked about filtering the words of violence found in the Old
Testament through the colander of loving God and loving neighbor.
When we do so, we learn that so much written was descriptive, historical,
and contextual, rather than a mandate to live by. We also learn spiritual
truths of a faithful God and a struggling humanity.

Today, we are going to listen to Adam Hamilton as he brings us his own
wrestling with the issue of homosexuality and the Bible. He is honest as he
describes the journey he has been on to become a pastor and to lead a
church where all are welcome and all are included. He is certain that the
issue is not of the authority of scripture, but rather one of interpretation.

In the years since he wrote Making Sense of the Bible, he has affirmed that the
passages of scripture that have to do with homosexualiity as sin, as an
abomination, are verses that are to be wrestled with. Verses that do not
describe God’s timeless will for humanity.

The video you are about to see was filmed and shown on Facebook last
month.

VIDEO
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Hamilton suggests that we consider scripture as fitting into one of three
buckets:

1. Reflect the timeless will of God for human beings.
2. Reflect God’s will in a particular time, but not for all time
3. Reflect the culture and historical circumstances in which they

were written, but never reflected God’s tiimeless will

It is a matter of interpretation where you place individual verses. Not one of
authority, but one of interpretation.

Timeless will? Love God, love neighbor.
Particular time but not for all time? Women covering their heads and staying
silent in church, as was the religious rule of the day.
Culture and historical circumstances? Shellfish as unclean, slavery as
bearable, stoning people as an acceptable way to punish mistakes. Genocide
as viable. Homosexuality as an abomination.
Think, explore, listen, reflect. Let the Holy Spirit speak to you.

When we interpret a verse, or a chapter, or even a book of the Bible in any
particular way, there is a question we need to ask. It requires us to pause, to
reflect, and to stop desiring to win or to have the last word. The question to
ask ourselves is this: Will this interpretation of scripture diminish my love for
God or my ability to truly love my neighbor?

How will you know? Some things you will know immediately. The Holy Spirit
will tell you. You will choose to remain silent or to speak up. You will choose
to take your time, or you may be called to move more quickly because there
is an immediate need you can meet. You might discover that the way you
were heading was straight into a brick wall, and there is another, longer,
more complicated path.
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How will you know? It begins by studying the Bible. It starts in the inspired,
authoritative words found within the 66 books that are at times beautiful and
at times problematic. It starts by being willing to read for yourself the
Gospels and prayerfully pondering what it means to follow Jesus. It starts
with the resolve and determination that you will do your best to Make Sense
of the Bible while loving God and loving neighbor with all your might.

Let's pray:
Holy God we long to hear from you. We want to understand Jesus and follow
him. We need to let the Holy Spirit guide us. May we begin with you filling our
hearts and minds with the words of the Holy Bible and follow the Word made
flesh, Jesus Christ. We pray in his name, Amen.
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