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I 
f you are a visitor with us today, we welcome you in the name of Christ. 
We encourage our guests to join us in the communion meal because Jesus welcomes 
all to his table of grace, uniting and filling us for love and service. Christ is our host 
and our food, bearing to us God’s forgiveness and grace through this harvest of field 
and vineyard. 

Lectionary 13  June 26, 2022 

We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’ call to follow him an invitation to 
freedom. This is freedom to revel in the Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace, and patience. 
This is freedom to not be imprisoned by anything that would keep us from the fullness of 
the life God has given us. This is the path of life. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
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sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 

 Will You Come and Follow Me ELW 798  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. 
Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor 
us with true freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, 
leaving behind all that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your paths, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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In the story preceding today’s reading, the prophet Elijah flees for his life to the security 
of God’s mountain. There God reveals to Elijah that there are still other faithful people 
in Israel and commissions him to anoint new leaders, including his own successor, 
Elisha. 
15Then the Lord said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you 
shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of 
Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 
 19So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. There 
were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by 
him and threw his mantle over him. 20He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me 
kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.” Then Elijah said to him, “Go 
back again; for what have I done to you?” 21He returned from following him, took the 
yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their 
flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah, and 
became his servant. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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 1Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 
  I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 
 2All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 
  upon those who are noble among the people. 
 3But those who run after other gods 
  shall have their troubles multiplied. 
 4I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 
  never take their names upon my lips.  
 5O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; 
  it is you who uphold my lot. 
 6My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 
  indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
 7I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; 
  my heart teaches me night after night. 
 8I have set the Lord always before me; 
  because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.  
 9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 
  my body also shall rest in hope. 
 10For you will not abandon me to the grave, 
  nor let your holy one see the pit. 
 11You will show me the path of life; 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore.  
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For Paul, the freedom Christ gives is not permission to do whatever we want. It is the 
invitation to be what we could not be otherwise. The power and guidance of Christ’s 
Holy Spirit produce a different kind of life, one marked by the fruit of this Holy Spirit. 

 13For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom 
as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. 
14For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 15If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you 
are not consumed by one another. 
 
 16Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17For what the 
flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; 
for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. 18But if 
you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. 19Now the works of the flesh are 
obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, 
jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21envy, drunkenness, carousing, and 
things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things 
will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
 
 22By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 24And 
those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
25If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus is unwavering in his commitment to his mission in Jerusalem and will not be 
swayed by pettiness. In a series of striking cases in point, he calls his disciples to a 
similar single-mindedness. 
51When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 
52And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the 
Samaritans to make ready for him; 53but they did not receive him, because his face was 
set toward Jerusalem. 54When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do 
you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 55But he 
turned and rebuked them. 56Then they went on to another village. 
 57As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you 
wherever you go.” 58And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have 
nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59To another he said, “Follow 
me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 60But Jesus said to him, 
“Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of 
God.” 61Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at 
my home.” 62Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is 
fit for the kingdom of God.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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 Spirit, Open My Heart 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 
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United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, 
and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of faithfulness, set the face of your church firmly on you. Rooted in your self
-giving love, may the church find freedom in loving our neighbors.  

After each petition 

God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we 
entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping. 
Amen. 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The ministers and congregation may greet one another with a gesture of peace, using these or similar 
words: 

Peace be with you. 
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Let us remember to offer ourselves—our time, our abilities, our possessions—for the 
ongoing ministry of St. Timothy and the whole Church. Besides bringing your offering 
to worship you may also send it by postal mail or use our online giving option at 
www.sttim.org. 

  

Let us pray. 
Merciful God, 
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our 
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen 

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. You 
have revealed your glory as the glory also of your Son and of the Holy Spirit: 
three persons, equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, yet one Lord, one God, 
ever to be adored in your everlasting glory. And so, with the Church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



15 

 



16 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, 
that by this Holy Communion we may know 
the unity we share with all your people 
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
 
Amen 
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Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  

 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power,  and the glory,  
 forever and ever.  Amen 

or 
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The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen 

  Just a Closer Walk with Thee ELW 697  
 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood 
may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his 
endless life, now and forever. 
Amen 

Silence for reflection. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen 

 

  Lead Me, Guide Me ELW 768  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Textual elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 
With One Voice setting five. 
 

All Elements are Used by Permission.  All Rights Reserved. 
Augsburg License #23225     ⬧     CCLI License #2883346     ⬧     OneLicense License #A-706342 

 Pastor Rev. Sandi Olson Decker 

 Altar Care The Smith Family 

 Assistant Minister Steve Solomon 

 Cantor Adrian and Bob Johannsen 

 Video Jon Gerdes 

 Refreshments  Helen Edwards 

Refreshments served in the lounge after the 
service 
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June 26, 2022 

LECTIONARY 13 

A Grave Misunderstanding 

When was the last time you were misunderstood? Was it a social media post taken in a 
way you didn’t intend? A conversation with a relative that turned unintentionally tense? 
Maybe it was when you were giving directions to your children and they ended up lost 
or doing the wrong thing. 

It’s frustrating to be misunderstood, especially by those you love. In today’s gospel 
reading Jesus is misunderstood by just about everyone. We find him today setting his 
“face to go to Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51), an ominous phrase intended to give the hearers 
of this text a sense of the foreboding future: confrontation, crucifixion, and the grave. 

The Samaritans (outcasts in the eyes of the Judeans) didn’t understand his singular 
mindset. Neither do the disciples, who think he may want vengeance when truly he is 
seeking purposeful peace. His followers want to clear up tasks and other duties before 
walking the road he is walking. What none of them understand is that where Jesus is 
going and what he is about to do will require his full attention, his full body, his full 
heart. He cannot be stopped, he has no heart for retribution, and he has no time for other 
tasks; salvation is at hand. 

It’s a grave misunderstanding. 

On this final Sunday in June we find Jesus making clear that God’s gracious work will 
take undivided attention and deserves ours, because the love of God seen through Christ 
will redeem our whole selves: the parts of our being that feel like outcasts, the parts of 
our hearts that desire vengeance over forgiveness, and the distracted parts of our heads 
that just don’t seem to understand God’s mission. 

God’s work in Jesus is comprehensive. We often have a hard time understanding this 
because our world is fragmented, distracted, and distracting in so many ways. But if 
there’s any misunderstanding today, the singular focus of Jesus provides clarity. 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Cyril, Bishop of Alexandria, died 444 

Monday, June 27, 2022 

Cyril defended the orthodox teachings about the person of Christ. After a conflict in-
volving all of the major Christian leaders of the time, it was decided that Cyril's inter-
pretation, that Christ's person included both divine and human natures, was correct. 

Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, died around 202 

Tuesday, June 28, 2022 

This important early church leader tried very hard to hold to the faith handed down by 
the apostles. An opponent of the movement known as gnosticism, Irenaeus was one of 
the first to speak of the church as catholic, or linked together. 

Peter and Paul, Apostles 

Wednesday, June 29, 2022 

These two strong-willed apostles are the pillars of the church in the first generation af-
ter Christ. Peter was one of the Twelve, one who both offered a glorious confession of 
faith and later denied knowing Jesus. Paul once led the persecution of Christians, then 
was converted and helped bring the faith to non-Jewish people. 

Catherine Winkworth, died 1878; John Mason Neale, died 1866; hymn translators 

Friday, July 1, 2022 

Neale was an English priest who specialized in the translation of Latin and Greek 
hymns into English. Winkworth lived in Manchester, England, and devoted herself to 
translating German hymns. Almost all English-speaking hymnals include many of their 
translations. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg For-
tress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003225. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights re-
served. 

 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg For-
tress. Used by permission. 
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Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here. 

Please call Dorothy Kirk with any new or changed prayer concerns at 375-1043. 

 

Please remember in your prayers: 

Chad Decker, husband of Pastor Sandi, who is recovering from an accident 

Delores Heyl who is recovering from a fall and a broken hip. 

Jackie Shanteau for healing and good health. 

Dave Fleishman who has ALS. 

Bernita McClain, Desma’s aunt, whose cancer has returned. 

Marjorie Knight, pray that she becomes stronger. 

Diane Bakhit who is recovering for neck surgery. 

Josh Bakhit who has a brain tumor. 

Phyllis Cook who has a lung condition. 

Ed Olson, undergoing cancer treatment . 

Sandy Hoskin, continued recovery from a heart issue. 

Colbie Schueneman, grandniece of Adrian, with a neurodegenerative disease.  

 

For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees, especially Ukraine. 

For the mission of this congregation, the Monterey Bay Conference, and the entire  

Sierra Pacific Synod, and for our leaders and for the leaders throughout the 
world. 

Jim McMullins   

Mary Lee Slater  

Gloria Llenaresas  

Riley Ann Holland  

Ronnie Lyons  

Peter Kracht  

Shawn Leonard 
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Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 

home page: http://sttim.org 
E-mail: office@sttim.org 

Sharing God’s Love Together 

• Preparing for communion:  Our online Sunday worship will include communion.  As you 
feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside some bread or crackers, and 
some wine or juice, as you have them available.  If you need any of these items, please con-
tact Ida Barber. 

• Offering: Please remember your offerings to St. Timothy.  Offering can be mailed to the 
church office, sent automatically using your bank, or online by visiting our website 
www.sttim.org.  

Sunday, 6/26 Worship 10:00 am 

Wednesday, 6/29 Bible Study 2:00 pm 

 

Next Week 

Sunday, 7/3 Worship 10:00 am 

Wednesday, 7/6 Bible Study 2:00 pm 

 


