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112,078,730 Population

18.5%  Protestant
33.9.%  Muslim
43.5%  Ethiopian Orthodox

$850 USD Avg Annual Income

33.52%  Agriculture
37.15%  Services
24.82%  Industry
5.59%  Manufacturing

Agriculture: cereals, coffee, oilseed, cotton, sugarcane, vegetables, 
khat, cut flowers; hides, cattle, sheep, goats, fish. Industry: food 
processing, beverages, textiles, leather, chemicals, metals processing, 
cement. Services: tourism, telecommunications, transport, hotels, 
restaurants.

Primary Languages: 
Amharic (official language), Oromo, 
and other traditional languages

Helpful Phrases
Hello (Peace)     Sälam 
Goodbye     Chaw 
Thank you     Ameseginalehugn 
My name is     Yenae sim...new 
I’m from Canada     I’nae ke...negn-frm

Ethiopia is a beautiful country with a rich and 
ancient history, including thousands of years of 
unique Orthodox Christianity. It is also the origin of 
the coffee bean! 

Ethiopia is Africa’s second most populous country, 
but 8.6 million of the people struggle with the 
risk of starvation every day. Severe droughts and 
government intervention force mass relocation. 
FH partnered communities, however, are making 
progress in spite of these challenges.

data.worldbank.org/country/ethiopia
worldbank.org/en/country/ethiopia
reliefweb.int/country/eth#key-figures



Significant Conflicts: 

Coup d’etat between the Dergs and Emperor 
Haile Selassie (1974-1991) 
 The Dergs, or Dergue, were a rebel group that held to 
communist ideology and had seized government in 1974. The 
Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) 
was created to fight the Dergs due to untrialed executions of 
opposition. In 1991, EPRDF became the new government and 
dominated Ethiopian politics until it’s dissolution in 2019. 
 
 

The Tigray Crisis (November 2020 - Current)
On November 4, 2020, an internal conflict erupted in the Tigray 
region between two military forces—the Ethiopian National 
Defense Forces (ENDF) and the Tigray People Liberation Front 
(TPLF). The conflict has resulted in a volatile humanitarian 
situation and has caused many to flee their homes for a safer 
environment. As a result, close to 500,000 people are displaced 
within Tigray and to Amhara, Afar, and Sudan, though exact 
numbers are hard to determine due to communications blackouts.

Ethiopia as a nation has endured many challenges.
Drought, famine, earthquakes, and volcanoes can 
make Ethiopia’s environmental landscape volatile. 
More recently, Ethiopia has been experiencing the 
worst locust invasion in decades. This could pose a 
threat to food security.

Like the rest of the world, Ethiopia has experienced 
unprecedented social and economic impact due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. These consequences 
include the increased price of basic foods, rising 
unemployment, and increase in poverty. 

Ethiopia’s history goes back millenia, leading to a 
diverse culture. Ethiopia’s location in Africa, proximity 
to the Middle East, and nearness to some of the 
oldest history on earth has created a beautiful mix of 
traditions, styles, and behavioural norms.

Cultural Tidbits:

Sense of Time
Ethiopians have a flexible view of time, with emphasis placed 
on the present event and the present relationship. In general, it 
makes much more sense to an Ethiopian to live fully in the present 
moment and activity than to be focused on a future over which 
they often have little control. Thus, punctuality has traditionally 
been much less important to Ethiopians than to Canadians. 
For example, to be a half hour late for an appointment is not 
abnormal or considered rude. 
 

Communication Preferences
Ethiopians take great pride in tact and diplomacy. This manner 
of expression is likely to be elaborate and indirect. It is not 
uncommon for someone to seem to be agreeing with you while, 
in reality, they are not. In addition, it is considered more polite 
to make a commitment one can’t or doesn’t intend to keep than 
to refuse an invitation; or to give false information rather than to 
disappoint someone by admitting one doesn’t know the answer. 
And remember, communication goes much deeper than language. 
Behavior, ways of thinking, and manners of living also relate to 
communication. 
 

Family Life & Gender Roles 
Work tends to be delegated along the lines of firmly held gender 
roles. Women are primarily responsible for cleaning, cooking, and 
raising children. Men are viewed as more dominant than women, 
thus women are often more quiet in meetings or mixed group 
settings. The extended family is very important in Ethiopia; the 
husband’s aging parents may come to live in his home.

Where We Work

Food for the Hungry (FH) Canada partners with communities 
in Ethiopia, walking alongside them on their ten year journey 
from stuck to thriving.

To learn about FH partner communities in Ethiopia, go to:
www.fhcanada.org/ethiopia


