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Do you remember the first time you were amazed? Really, really amazed?
There have been a million times since, but I’ve been thinking about one of
the first times, when I was in the fifth grade. Our family was driving across
the country from Minneapolis to San Diego for a Christmas vacation in our
sky blue Oldsmobile Vista Cruiser. It was a super gorgeous station wagon
with skylights. As this was the 60s, we traveled with the back seats folded
down and blankets spread so we could sleep. Never mind that whole seat
belt thing, it wasn't a thought back then.

I remember being sound asleep and Mom and Dad waking the four of us up
to see Hoover Dam. It was this incredible structure lit up at night that
seemed otherworldly. It appeared out of the middle of nowhere, or at least
that’s how it seemed to this ten-year-old. I remember thinking: “This is
impossible. How could humans build something like this?” It was holding
back a lake, for goodness sake. It was many years later when I realized that
there wasn't a lake there until the dam created it. It was years after that,
when Ben and I toured Hoover Dam, when I understood the engineering feat
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that this truly was, and when I learned of the lives lost in its construction. I
just remember wondering how it could even be. And even all these decades
of years later, knowing what I know now, I am still amazed.

Over the summer, we are going to spend time looking at stories from the
Gospel of Luke. Author Michel Card calls it the Gospel of Amazement.
Throughout this Gospel, we find over and over words describing feelings of
amazement as the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus unfolds in its pages.
People are astonished, awe-struck, spellbound. They marvel, wonder, stand
in fear, and tremble.

There are times when people are quiet in their amazement, and other times
when they react with anger and seek to run Jesus out of town. Because to be
amazed also means to be perplexed, confounded, bewildered. All of those
are emotions you and I recognize. And they are emotions that we will
recognize again and again as we encounter Jesus through the gospel of Luke.
So I invite you this summer to pick up your Bible and travel with us as we
prepare to be amazed by the Son of God.

Let’s begin by understanding Luke himself, from the few references we have
to him in scripture. The opening words of his gospel tell us much about him.
He writes—in perfect Greek—these words:

1 1-4 So many others have tried their hand at putting together a
story of the wonderful harvest of Scripture and history that took
place among us, using reports handed down by the original
eyewitnesses who served this Word with their very lives. Since I
have investigated all the reports in close detail, starting from the
story’s beginning, I decided to write it all out for you, most
honorable Theophilus, so you can know beyond the shadow of a
doubt the reliability of what you were taught.
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Luke is a learned man. He is not an eyewitness himself, but he has spent
time carefully investigating the report of those who were. He is a curator of
those reports, choosing from among them the ones to be included in this
account. He addresses Theophilus, whose name means lover of God, and
whether that is one specific person or all people who love God, we do not
know.

Luke is among the Apostle Paul's fellow workers and is identified as a
beloved physician. Unlike Paul, Luke is traditionally accepted to be a gentile,
a non Jew, and he writes as one. Although he does have knowledge of the
Old Testament, the content of Luke’s writing shows that he cares deeply that
his readers hear the writer knows of Jesus' great concern for all God’s people.
Luke traces Jesus’ lineage back to Adam to include all of humanity. He
includes the stories of the people on the margins, the outcasts, those who
have been declared unclean or unacceptable. The story of the birth of Jesus’
birth that we read each Christmas is found in Luke 2, and it includes
shepherds, a group of people long separated from the mainstream of life
and considered outsiders.

The book of Acts is also attributed to Luke, and within it the pronoun he uses
is “we.” In Acts, Luke is now in the story, joining Paul on his missionary
journey. We know that Luke spent years traveling with Paul. And—perhaps
an example of Luke’s own compassion and devotion—when Paul is
imprisoned in Rome at the end of his life, these words are written in 2
Timothy: only Luke is with me.

Knowing all this, let’s turn to Luke 8 and begin to be amazed. From verse 22
to the end of this chapter, we will encounter four demonstrations of the
power and compassion of Jesus. The first happens while crossing the sea of
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Galilee in a boat filled with his disciples, some who grew up on this lake,
fished it for years, and knew the currents and conditions there. And yet…

22-24 One day he and his disciples got in a boat. “Let’s cross the
lake,” he said. And off they went. It was smooth sailing, and he fell
asleep. A terrific storm came up suddenly on the lake. Water
poured in, and they were about to capsize. They woke Jesus:
“Master, Master, we’re going to drown!” Getting to his feet, he told
the wind, “Silence!” and the waves, “Quiet down!” They did it. The
lake became smooth as glass. 25 Then he said to his disciples, “Why
can’t you trust me?” They were in absolute awe, staggered and
stammering, “Who is this, anyway? He calls out to the winds and
sea, and they do what he tells them!”

When they reach the other side, they immediately encounter someone who
exemplifies all the reasons society, religion, and culture cast out people. This
man is naked, he is homeless, he is mentally unbalanced, he screams and
howls. He will not conform, cannot conform. Luke writes “he was a victim of
demons.” And whatever possessed this man of Gerasene, it comes before
Jesus, the son of God, and is destroyed. Jesus sends the demons into a herd
of pigs, and they run off the cliff.

34-36 Those tending the pigs, scared to death, bolted and told their
story in town and country. People went out to see what had
happened. They came to Jesus and found the man from whom the
demons had been sent, sitting there at Jesus’ feet, wearing decent
clothes and making sense. It was a holy moment, and for a short
time they were more reverent than curious. Then those who had
seen it happen told how the demoniac had been saved.
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37-39 Later, a great many people from the Gerasene countryside got
together and asked Jesus to leave—too much change, too fast, and
they were scared. So Jesus got back in the boat and set off. The
man whom he had delivered from the demons asked to go with
him, but he sent him back, saying, “Go home and tell everything
God did in you.” So he went back and preached all over town
everything Jesus had done in him.

Two more healings take place in this one chapter. Jesus is walking through a
crowd on his way to care for a child when a woman touches his robe and is
healed from bleeding that had beset her for 12 years. Jesus speaks to her, a
woman who had spent over a decade considered unclean, another outcast.
But Jesus stopped, took the time to speak with her.

48 Jesus said, “Daughter, you took a risk trusting me, and now
you’re healed and whole. Live well, live blessed!”

And, even as he is still talking, they receive news that the child they had been
going to see has died and there is no longer any need for Jesus. Children died
much too frequently in this time and place. People mourned the passing of
children, but it happened. Yet, Jesus—showing people both then and now
that he is always needed—enters this house, goes into the room of this child,
and reaches out his hand.

54-56 Then Jesus, gripping her hand, called, “My dear child, get up.”
She was up in an instant, up and breathing again! He told them to
give her something to eat. Her parents were ecstatic, but Jesus
warned them to keep quiet. “Don’t tell a soul what happened in
this room.”

Are you amazed yet? This is the power of Jesus, to take our breath away.
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When the storm is raging and fear is running rampant, the disciples turn to
Jesus and, with a word, the winds that threaten to tip them over stop. The
waves that are swamping the boats and threatening these men who have
spent their lives on this very water and have come through storms before yet
this time feel helpless, are still. Amazing.

And they came all the way across the Sea of Galilee just to encounter a dirty,
naked, homeless man out of his mind? Surely not. Why would Jesus load up a
boat of disciples, navigate a storm, enter a place of gentiles just for this? This
person who is unacceptable, even dangerous?

But Jesus does come for this one. He cares for this one. He heals this one,
and he gives this man the ability to go home once again. The people don’t
know what to do with this kind of change, this kind of restoration, this kind of
healing. It just isn't supposed to happen. But the man who was healed knows
what to do. For the rest of his life, he will tell those on his side of the lake of
how he met the amazing Son of God, Jesus.

Then a woman, a bleeding woman—a person who obviously God has
forsaken and the laws of religion have declared unclean—dares to approach
the rabbi, Jesus. Dares to even touch the hem of his robe. How could she?
Why would she? She is obviously of no consequence, except that her touch
would make someone else become unclean as well. But she believes there
might be a chance for her, there might be some truth to what she has heard,
there might be hope in Jesus. So she moves forward in faith, she pushes her
way through the crowd, she seeks the briefest of encounters: a mere brush
of his sleeve. And Jesus recognizes her. The space around him is changed, the
power of restoration is at work, and the woman is healed. Amazing.
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But the day is not done. There is one more encounter. This time with the
ultimate separation, death itself. The death of a child. There is nothing left to
be done for her. Surely Jesus has better uses of his time. Move along. Next
town. Yet, he walks into a house of mourning where this time it is the waves
of grief that are threatening. Waves caused by a storm of despair. When
death has entered a home, it brings with it an overwhelming sense of
impending doom. How could they ever recover from this? Yet, Jesus,
amazingly enough, changes everything for this girl, this family, this
community. With a word, a touch, this child is restored.

The amazing, awesome power of God revealed in Jesus Christ is on display in
these four stories. And so is his grace, mercy, and compassion.

Jesus is the Lord of creation. He has the ability to speak peace and calm into
situations that seem dangerous, when we are fearing for our lives.

Jesus is the Lord of the one, and not one person is beyond the redemption
and restoration he offers. He came for the one no one else would see, the
one who others ignored, the one who people have thrown away.

Jesus is the Lord of those religion has declared unworthy and unacceptable.
He walks among them every day, unafraid of associating with outcasts, and
he makes himself known. It only takes a touch, a brief moment in his
presence, to recognize he is here to bring all into the kingdom of God.

And death? This great divide that seems to loom before us all? Jesus is the
Lord of Life. Life now and life everlasting. On the cross, he defeated death. In
the midst of our grief, he comes and speaks hope. In the deep despair of loss
and separation, he assures us that we are never lost to him and will never be
separated from him. Not now, not ever.
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To follow Jesus Christ is to live life amazed with all its definitions. There are
moments of awe and wonder we experience when we read the Gospels.
There are moments of bewilderment as we try to understand the meaning of
what we have read. As we consider how these words of 2000 years ago work
in 2022. It is easy to become perplexed at the enormity of God’s love and
compassion for everyone. Everyone? Really? And we can be overwhelmed at
the idea that to follow Jesus means we, too, are called to do these amazing
things. They are amazing but not impossible.

So just what is it that we’re called to do? How is it that we’re to follow Christ?
Begin. When the storms of life are raging, call out to Jesus in prayer. Call
upon his name, bow before his majesty, trust in the one who has created
heaven and earth to hear your prayer. If you feel Jesus is sleeping, rest
assured: he is not. He is in the boat with you.

Begin. There is someplace on the other side of the lake Jesus is wanting to
take you. It is the place where you will meet the one person who needs what
you can offer. That person may be naked and need you to clothe them. They
may be hungry and need the food you can offer. They may be ill and need
you to show them where there are resources and help. They may have spent
so much of their life outside away from people they merely need you to see
them, hear them, show them with your presence that they matter to God.

Begin. If you have been told there is not a place for you with Jesus, don’t
believe that lie. He is not just passing by. He is walking with you and among
you. He sees your pain, he knows the harm that others have done to you,
and he will not walk away. The redemptive, restoring, transforming power of
Jesus is here, now. Please know that it is my honor and privilege, my joy, to
meet you, talk to you, hear your story, pray with you. It may take what seems
to be your last bit of energy, but please, reach out.
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Begin. Perhaps the grief you bear threatens to take you away. It is too much.
The separation caused by death seems a gulf too great to cross. We feel
swallowed up within the pain and feel that it is taking the very life out of us
too. Look, feel, touch. This is Jesus, who overcame the grave, reaching out to
us on this side of death and giving us life now. And this is Jesus who stands to
receive us on the other side of death, giving us life everlasting. The same
Jesus has brought hope into our grief and taught us that nothing, nothing in
all of creation, will separate from the Love of God in Christ Jesus.

Open the Bible this week and sit with the words Luke chose for us—words
that speak through the ages—and prepare to be amazed. For this is Jesus,
the Son of God, who has come to transform the world. Let it begin with you.

Let’s pray: Almighty God, Jesus Christ, Holy Spirit, we bow before you in awe
and wonder. Teach us through the Gospel of Luke of your power, might, and
desire that all may come to know of your great love and compassion. We will
step into your boat and cross the lake with you, we will conquer our fear, we
will reach out in hope, we will look for resurrection. For we are yours. In the
name of Jesus we pray, Amen.
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