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"What are you doing here, Elijah?" 

Imagine: Elijah has killed all of Jezebel’s false prophets. She is one of the most powerful people 

in the land and he has truly upset her. Embarrassed her actually. Upset her to the point that she 

has vowed to kill him or die trying. What had Elijah done to warrant this? 

 

At Elijah’s request, Jezebel had assembled all of her prophets, the prophets of Baal. Elijah told 

them to get two bulls. The false prophets could choose one and they were to cut it into pieces 

and lay it on wood but not set fire to it. He would do the same. Then, the prophets of Baal were 

to call upon their god to send fire to burn up the bull. They followed his instructions and cried 

out from morning until well after noon, to no avail.  

 

Then Elijah took 12 stones, representing the 12 tribes of Israel, and built an altar. He built a trench 

around the altar, cut the wood and laid it and cut the bull into pieces and laid it on top. Then he 

ordered four jars of water to be poured on it all. Then, they poured four more. And four more. 

The wood was drenched as was the bull and water filled the trench around it.  

 

Elijah loudly offered praise to God and asked God to send fire to show that God truly is God. Fire 

immediately descends and not only burns up the offered bull and wood but the stones and the 

water too. The people fall on their faces praising God and Elijah orders them to kill all of the 

prophets of Baal. 

 

This makes Jezebel very mad and she sends word that she will kill Elijah. 

 

So, he runs. He runs until he gets to the land of Judah, a safer place to be. But he is completely 

exhausted. Not surprising after the battles and then the miles he has run. He runs a bit more and 

collapses under a tree. “I have had enough”, he declares to God. “Take my life.” 

 

And then he falls asleep under that tree. 

 

A time later, he is woken up by an angel who tells him to eat the food the angel has brought. He 

eats and drinks and immediately falls back asleep. 

 

The angel brings more food and wakes Elijah up again. The angel declares that Elijah is to eat and 

drink or he won’t be able to go where he is to go. So he eats and drinks and that food and drink 

last him 40 days and nights. 
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So many things about this story are miraculous but it continues. Elijah, after 40 days of running, 

gets to mount Horab, finds a cave and sleeps for the night.  

 

Suddenly he hears the voice of God. I would expect that God would impart great wisdom at this 

time to this man who has worked so hard to get there. But what does God say?  

 

"What are you doing here, Elijah?" 

 

“What are you doing here, Elijah?" Like God doesn’t know. Like God hadn’t sent down fire. Like 

God hasn’t sent an angel twice to feed Elijah. Like that food and drink hasn’t sustained Elijah 

miraculously for 40 days. 

 

"What are you doing here, Elijah?" 

 

Have you ever asked yourself that? What am I doing here? I could be home in bed or out playing 

golf or any number of things but here I am, sitting in church. What am I doing here? 

 

Elijah defends himself to God. He has been very enthusiastic for God, he declares. Personally, I 

think that is an understatement! 

 

So, God rewards Elijah. God informs Elijah to go out and stand on the mountain because God was 

about to pass by. So, he does.  

 

A great wind blows, a wind that broke mountains and split rocks. But God was not in the wind. 

There is an earthquake. But not God yet. A fire. But still not God. Now there was sheer silence. 

And that is when Elijah heard God. 

 

We come to church in hopes that we too will hear the voice of God. Some days, we come to 

church and leave feeling no different than we did when we arrived. And we too ask, “What are 

you doing here?” 

 

But sometimes, we hear God. We hear God in the music. Or we hear God in the prayers. Or we 

hear God in the message. Sometimes we even feel God. We feel God as we share the peace. We 

feel God in the receiving of the bread and wine. Or we see God. We see God in a smile from a 

friend. Or the way the stained glass reflects in the church. 
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But sometimes we don’t. And we wonder what we are doing. But then we go to our car and find 

ourselves driving to a quiet spot in the woods. Or by some water. Or even in our home. And it is 

in that silence that we finally hear, see, or feel God. Just like Elijah on the mountain. 

 

Just remember, in that silence, God will ask you too what you are doing there. And what will you 

answer? Elijah told of the deeds he had done for God. I don’t expect that God will ask you to call 

down fire and burn up a bull, but God may ask you to do something. That something may be 

difficult. But it will be something you are called and equipped to do. And it will be something that 

will advance the kingdom of God. 

 

So whether you hear God in church, in the forest, by the water, in your room or in the car, be 

ready because God has a job for you. 

 

There is one job that God has been calling men to do since time began and that is to be a father. 

That is a job that is vitally important in God’s kingdom. Fathers are designed to be role models 

for their children, to teach them how to be good and kind and loving. And fathers have a perfect 

role model in God. 

 

Just like Elijah who did his best but still got tired and ready to quit, fathers get tired and can be 

ready to quit. They don’t always succeed in doing the best job.  But God doesn’t expect 

perfection. God just requires the best we can do, and God knows us better than anyone. God 

knows what we are capable of and knows our situations.  

 

So, bless you fathers. You have a sacred position. 

 

Thank you for all you have done and all you will do.  


