
The Center: Love or Rules? 
 
1. First Corinthians 13:1-3. We often read the rest of this chapter – or its 

central section – without understanding the weight of its opening and 
closing sections. We looked at the final section, briefly, a few weeks 
ago when we noted that only three things remain: faith, hope, and 
love, and that the greatest of these is love.  

 
2. When humans ate the fruit, they moved the center of all things. No 

longer was God the center of the universe, the standard, the one by 
which and from which all had to be measured. (the meter in France) 
Now, WE were the standard of good and evil. That is why every good 
thing we do is unbalanced…unless we pay attention to what is going 
on and restore God to the center and act in love toward Him and 
toward all others.  
 

3. God DOES call us to believe certain things and do certain works 
(Matthew 25 is a good example, as is Hebrews 11:6). But God 
doesn’t call us to do certain things because they are ethical; He calls 
us to do these things because they are acts of love and, therefore, we 
are joining our Father in His work.  
 

4. He sends rain on the just and the unjust, remember? He gifts people 
before they believe in Him even if they never believe in Him. He calls 
us to behave in that same manner: acting out love. Everything hangs 
on our understanding the difference between acting out of love and 
acting out of ethics.  
 

5. When we act out of our desire to be ethical, we place ourselves at the 
center of the universe again. We fell into our own trap. When we act 
out of love, God is back at the center of the universe where He 
should and must be.  
 

6. Think of a marriage that seems to be perfect when observed from 
outside. Since God’s love for us and the church is sometimes 
compared to the love in a good marriage, this is a good place to start 
looking at a hidden but powerful fact.  
 

7. Let’s say that the husband is a sociopath. Sociopaths are able to 
function in society because they can observe, learn, and copy the 



behavior of others. However, they have no inner life. They are not 
aware they aren’t normal for they lack feelings. They can be perfect 
on facts but have no concept of feelings.  
 

8. This husband, then, studies all the marriage books and goes to 
marriage retreats and religiously (!) follows all the rules about what 
makes a good marriage. Take a guess: is the wife happy? No. There 
is no love, no spontaneity, no playfulness, no wit or whimsey in their 
marriage, there is only the faithful following of rules.  
 

9. Let’s step aside for a moment and think about nature. God has 
placed playfulness and whimsey in nature: otters, birds, dolphins, 
monkeys, apes, lion cubs and more. He puts the wiggle in our kids. 
He teaches them to dance before they have the ability to be shamed 
into stillness. He is the inventor of childlikeness – but not childishness 
which is just another way of making yourself the center.  
 

10. This husband, the sociopath, looks perfect but isn’t because 
there are no feelings, no true love, even though all the actions are 
right. This paradox was explored in Ira Levin’s satirical novel, “The 
Stepford Wives” in 1972. A movie was made from the book in 1975 
and again in 2004. Women in a town are slowly being made into 
robots. On the outside, they are beautiful, serving, submissive, 
always available to their husbands and always happy…but there is 
something very dark and very inhuman underneath it all (read First 
Corinthians 13:1-3 again). See it now? 
 

11. Churches can and often are sociopathic husbands. They are 
full of well behaving people who live in the world of ethical rules, but 
not love. Too many Christians give a bit on Sunday (nowhere near a 
tithe) and assume that their debt to the poor and orphans is now met. 
They feel fine walking past homeless and needy because they gave 
at the office…their church. And, besides, doesn’t the government 
take care of people now?  
 

12. By giving and attending (Attendance and Abstinence 
Christianity), they have fulfilled the ethical rules of their community. 
Therefore, they are no longer under obligation to anyone. That is 
normal. And sociopathic.  
 



13. We are always obligated to every person. Romans 13:8-11. 
 

14. Imagine two women. Both of them see a need in their 
community. Both donate identical blankets to a shelter. One is 
engaging in the work of Love that God has called her to. The other is 
acting out of ethical rules and, besides, it makes her feel good. I 
rejoice that the blankets have been given, but God rejoices in seeing 
His daughter engage in the family business: love. The other 
woman…has her reward. (Matthew 6:2) 
 

15. One family writes a check and sends their tithe to OSHC. So 
does another. One is engaged in the family business. The 
other…isn’t. It must be done out of love or it is nothing but noise.  
 

16. Dr. David Reuben, a psychiatrist, wrote a book in 1969 titled 
“Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About Sex…but were afraid to 
ask.” In an era in which sex wasn’t stripped bare and thrown at us 
24/7, this was quite a bombshell. At the very end of the book, he 
takes two fictional people and has them do everything right. He then 
asks: is this the model, did they do this right? His response was “no” 
for there was no emotional connection, no love.  
 

17. We can join a church and do all the actions faithfully, donate 
sacrificially, and walk out feeling justified…when we have just 
practiced idolatry. We look down on the world when they try to find 
meaning in money, fame, or power but we do the same when we find 
our meaning in our church label and in our faithful following of that 
church’s rules… 
 

18. But God isn’t the center – we and our behavior are. 
So…consider this a call to love lavishly, over the top, playfully, 
joyfully. Give, serve, care, and love like God has served us, cared for 
us, and loved us – even giving us His Son and saving us long before 
we cared about Him or knew about Him (Romans 5:8).  
 

19. Go out there, and be Christians. Let them know it by our love.  


