
ST. JAMES MISSION HIGHLIGHTS



Prayer Chain

• Ongoing intercessory prayer for members of the church family and their families and friends

• Reaching out to support those on our prayer lists, who we know personally, via e-mails, cards, 
texts, e-cards or phone calls, as the Spirit leads



Creation Care Committee – Past and Future Initiatives

Past (2020-2021):
• Day trip to support tree planting project near Sundre
• Developed and installed a new pollinator garden on the south-west facing side of the Alexander 

Hall
• Assisted with the installation of a bike rack below the mountain ash tree
• Book studies and sharing of creation care and PWRDF news at monthly meetings
• Commissioned a scenic nature mural on the sea container

Future (2021-2022):
• Planning installation of biblical versus along the boarder gardens
• Virtual presentation of Loren Wilkinson’s “Making Peace with Creation” video – Fall of 2021
• Discussions and possible community involvement on environmentally beneficial physical projects 

– demonstrating God’s call to Christians toward Stewardship of Creation



Creation Care Committee Activities



Small Groups

• A sustainable small group is always involved in the process of disciplemaking, 
characterized by a plurality of leadership, and mutually helping one another to appreciate 
the appropriateness of the way the members live their lives to the themes of the Big 
Story as told by Scripture and more recent church history. 

• The initiatives are happening at the interface between group members and the rest of 
their worlds, and on occasion, the small group may turn out to find themselves hosting 
serious inquirers. 

• The members of a healthy small group commit themselves to prayer and the counsel of 
the Holy Spirit in living out the details of their lives.



David and Jane Turvey’s Small Group

• Continue to meet via Zoom, and held one in-person meeting at Baker Park

• Support each other through prayer, phone calls and practical help



Don and Rita Matthews’ Small Group

• Connection and Comfort and Strength in knowing we are not alone but are personally 
connected to and belong to a “family” of Christian brothers and sisters where our faith and 
friendships can grow and where all members are accepted, valued and loved as equals. 

• Mutual Support and Encouragement in our day to day lives and in our walk with God – so 
essential in this prolonged season of fear, uncertainty, ennui/fatigue, increased financial and 
emotional stress. Through “video fellowship”, staying in regular contact with each other and -
most importantly, through constant prayer support for each other, for those we love and for 
others we know to be in need.

• Trust, Confidentiality and Respect - A refuge of peace and caring in the midst of all the 
chaotic noise, misinformation, anger, confrontation and division in the world. Studying the 
word of God in a safe environment where all can ask questions and express opinions without 
fear of ridicule or rejection. A time to pray and focus on listening for what God is calling us to 
do and how we are to serve His kingdom both now and going forward.



Thursday Morning Women’s Group

• We have four groups with 8 members in each group

• We are keeping our usual format, but are using Zoom and are currently studying 1 & 2 
Thessalonians

• We end each session with 1/2 hour of prayer for each other, for our medical doctors, 
nurses, & government leaders, and for those who are ill.

• Some of our members live alone; almost all of us are senior citizens, retired, & staying 
home in order to limit the spread of covid; and therefore, caring for our neighbors and 
our community.



Altar Guild

• Annual Preparation of Thanksgiving Altar display, which is donated to the Food Bank

• Delivery of Altar flowers, in support of pastoral care

• Preparation of communion wafers for in-home worship

• Continued preparation of the Altar for both in-person and recorded services



PWRDF
(Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund)

• Three St. James parishioners rode in the Ride for Refuge bike ride, a fundraiser to 
put solar suitcases in 50 rural health clinics in Mozambique.



Good Food Box

• St. James is a Good Food Box depot, providing well-priced boxes of fresh fruits and 
vegetables

• Throughout COVID-19, we have continued to order and distribute food boxes to clients who 
have ordered the boxes

• We distribute about 25 boxes each month



Guest Support Ministry (10:00 a.m. service)

• Greet and welcome all newcomers and oldcomers when in-person services are held

• Ensure everyone has an appropriate seat for the service

• During COVID, our roles include ensuring people who enter are registered and 
encouraging them to abide by COVID protocols (sit 6 feet apart, wear a mask 
appropriately)



Knit, Crochet and Quilt with a Purpose
(KCQ)

• During COVID, we have continued to meet, on-site, outdoors and via Zoom

• We keep in contact with members of KCQ via email, phone calls

• We e-mail photographs of the yarn to group members, who request their desired yarn, 
and deliver it to their homes, hanging it on their mailbox for socially distanced pickup

• We held two 'drop-off ' and 'pick-ups' at the Church (September 2020, June 2021), when 
our crafters dropped off completed items at the church (observing covid restrictions), 
then later that same morning, representatives from our various charities came to pick up 
the bagged items. 



Seasonal Neighbourhood Outreach

• Christmas outreach: We made up about 30 bags of homemade cookies, with a printed 
invitation to join St. James online for our Christmas services. We delivered the bags to 
the homes in the immediate neighbourhood. When nobody was at home, we fastened the 
bags to the door handles with a ribbon. When someone answered the door, we were 
greeted warmly. Many remembered past cookie deliveries.

• Easter outreach: The week before Easter, we made up bags of homemade hot cross buns, 
four to a bag, with a printed invitation to join our Easter services. Most people were at 
home, so we were able to engage in conversation. We said that this would be a very easy 
time to check out St. James. Again, we were well received.



Salt and Light Missions Committee

• Encouraging St. James people in mission adventure work. Short term (summer camp workers) 
and long term.

• Planning to highlight a few of our missionaries at the Fall Missions Sunday.



Children’s Ministry

• Two Virtual VBSs: August 2020, 2021 

• Weekly online Sunday lessons for families

• Regular connection with families: weekly email updates; provision of Lent and Advent 

materials to use at home; weekly story reading sessions last fall; a couple mailings to all 

families (including a fun Fall sticker card to all children!)

• Special resources: including online and in-person Good Friday stations; “The Lion, the 

Witch, and the Wardrobe” book reading recordings in Lent; pre-recorded Christmas 

Pageant; organizing several families’ participation in Advent wreath readings, and most 

recently, two families participated in doing a Thanksgiving Litany this past week.



Hymn Sing

• When COVID closed the seniors homes to the Hymn Sing ministry, we invited them to link 
to our on-line services.

• We also recorded some hymns and provided the link to the seniors at Intercare Alberta.



Care Givers

• Ongoing prayers for those we normally visit.

• Cards, phone calls, small gifts dropped off to homes or front desks of seniors residences, 
meals dropped off. 

• ‘Balcony’ or outdoor visits.

• Pre –pandemic 4th wave we visited parishioners and took them communion.



Women’s Ministry

• Had a virtual women’s evening, when Juanita Neufeld shared her testimony. 
The evening also included a virtual prayer time.

• Every woman in the congregation received an Advent card by either 
Canada post or e-mail.


