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Pioneer Pastoral Charge 
Sunday June 19, 2022 

2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
Adapted from Rev. Helen Reed, Diaconal Minister 

Presented by Shari Muzyka 
 
Announcements 

 
The Candle Lighting: 
We light this candle aware of God around us, 
among us, within us.  
Let us take a moment of silence as we prepare  
to celebrate God’s presence in our community.  
 
Call to Worship 

O God, we wait, and our waiting is for you. 
O God, we long, and our longing is for you. 
O God, we yearn, and our yearning is for you. 
And in silence, we listen for your Spirit. 
And in silence, we hear our names. 
And in silence, we are found. 
 
Sacred space, holding all silence; 
silence, holding the whole word of God; 
word of God, holding all truth for the world; 
truth for the world, holding every hope of life; 
hope of living, holding every grace of God; 
the grace of God, holding every moment of heaven; 
moments of heaven, held in sacred space; 
sacred space, holding all silence; 
in this silence, may we meet God.  
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Hymn: ♫ Listen in the Silence 
Listen in the silence, Listen in the noise.  
Listen for the sound of the Spirit’s voice. 
 
Prayer of Approach… 
 
Loving God, come to us in the noise and haste, 
the confusion and uncertainty, 
the tensions and fears. 
Loving God,  
We come together to reconnect to you,  
the source of love. 
Let us hear the words  
“What are you doing here…?” 
and hear you in the silence. 
May your voice echo in our hearts,  
calling us forward into a life,  
with blessed silence and love.  
Silence. 
Amen. 
 
We Listen for God’s Word. . . 
Faith Stories:  
 
Dad’s…the strong and silent type… 
 
Prayer for Grace: 
Holy God,  
We get caught in the chaos and find ourselves  
bewildered, sometimes unappreciated, often 
frustrated. 
When we finally take the time to truly listen for you 
we don’t always like where you want us to go.  
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We want to hide in the quiet, stay isolated, protect 
ourselves.  
 
But this isn’t what you want is it, God? 
If we will listen, we hear you asking… 
  
“What are you doing here in the silence, 
among those who have no voice, 
among those who have been silenced? 
What sound will fill the silence? 
 
“What are you doing here in the injustice, 
amid the imbalance of the world, 
amid the unfairness of people’s lives 
What act will transform the suffering? 
 
“What are you doing here in the pain, 
amid the hurt of people, 
amid the brokenness of the world? 
What response will make whole the healing? 
 
Holy One, help us emerge from time with you ready 
to be  
the voice, the balance, the justice in your world.  
Amen 
 
Words of Assurance  
Come on in, says God.  
Come to a place where you can hear me.  
Come on out, says God.  
Come into the world to be my words and my 
actions.  
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Never Alone, says God,  
I will be found in the quiet places, bringing love and 
truth and wisdom to share with you and the world.  
You can do this, says God. I am with you.  
Thanks be to God 
 
Hymn: ♫ VU# 395 Come In, Come in and Sit 
Down 
 
Scripture:  1 Kings 19:1–4, (5–7), 8–15a 
Revenge from Jezebel 
19 1-2 Ahab reported to Jezebel everything that 
Elijah had done, including the massacre of the 
prophets. Jezebel immediately sent a messenger to 
Elijah with her threat:   “The gods will get you for 
this and I’ll get even with you!  
By this time tomorrow you’ll be as dead as any one 
of those prophets.” 
 
3-5 When Elijah saw how things were, he ran for 
dear life to Beersheba, far in the south of Judah. He 
left his young servant there and then went on into 
the desert another day’s journey. He came to a lone 
broom bush and collapsed in its shade, wanting in 
the worst way to be done with it all—to just die: 
“Enough of this, God! Take my life—I’m ready to 
join my ancestors in the grave!” Exhausted, he fell 
asleep under the lone broom bush. 
 
Suddenly an angel shook him awake and said, “Get 
up and eat!” 
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6 He looked around and, to his surprise, right by his 
head were a loaf of bread baked on some coals and 
a jug of water. He ate the meal and went back to 
sleep. 
 
7 The angel of God came back, shook him awake 
again, and said, “Get up and eat some more—
you’ve got a long journey ahead of you.” 
 
8-9 He got up, ate and drank his fill, and set out. 
Nourished by that meal, he walked forty days and 
nights, all the way to the mountain of God, to Horeb. 
When he got there, he crawled into a cave and went 
to sleep. 
 
Then the word of God came to him: “So Elijah, what 
are you doing here?” 
 
10 “I’ve been working my heart out for the God-of-
the-Angel-Armies,” said Elijah. “The people of Israel 
have abandoned your covenant, destroyed the 
places of worship, and murdered your prophets. I’m 
the only one left, and now they’re trying to kill me.” 
 
11-12 Then he was told, “Go, stand on the mountain 
at attention before God. God will pass by.” 
 
A hurricane wind ripped through the mountains and 
shattered the rocks before God, but God wasn’t to 
be found in the wind; after the wind an earthquake, 
but God wasn’t in the earthquake; and after the 
earthquake fire, but God wasn’t in the fire; and after 
the fire a gentle and quiet whisper. 
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13-14 When Elijah heard the quiet voice, he muffled 
his face with his great cloak, went to the mouth of 
the cave, and stood there. A quiet voice asked, “So 
Elijah, now tell me, what are you doing here?” Elijah 
said it again, “I’ve been working my heart out for 
God, the God-of-the-Angel-Armies, because the 
people of Israel have abandoned your covenant, 
destroyed your places of worship, and murdered 
your prophets. I’m the only one left, and now they’re 
trying to kill me.” 
 
15-18 God said, “Go back the way you came 
through the desert to Damascus. When you get 
there anoint Hazael; make him king over Aram. 
Then anoint Jehu son of Nimshi; make him king 
over Israel. Finally, anoint Elisha son of Shaphat 
from Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet. 
Anyone who escapes death by Hazael will be killed 
by Jehu; and anyone who escapes death by Jehu 
will be killed by Elisha. Meanwhile, I’m preserving 
for myself seven thousand souls: the knees that 
haven’t bowed to the god Baal, the mouths that 
haven’t kissed his image.” 
 
Psalm 42 
In the story of Elijah that we hear today, we hear 
him struggle with a world that doesn’t seem 
welcoming, that is nasty even vindictive.  He feels 
despondent and alone.   
 
Where did he find his strength? In prayer. In 
connecting with the Holy. Our second scripture for 
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today could be Elijah’s prayer. Where is God? Has 
God forgotten me? Then placing trust in the Holy to 
be there. 
 
Like a deer drinking from a stream, 
I reach out to you, my God.  My soul thirsts for the 
living God. 
    When can I go to meet with him? 
3 Instead of food, I have only tears day and night, 
  as my enemies laugh at me and say, “Where is 
your God?” 
4 My heart breaks as I remember the pleasant times 
in the past, when I walked with the crowds as I led 
them up to God’s Temple. 
I remember the happy songs of praise as they 
celebrated 
the festival. 
5-6 Why am I so sad? 
    Why am I so upset? 
I tell myself, “Wait for God’s help! 
You will again be able to praise him, your God,  
the one who will save you.” 
In my sadness I say, “I will remember you from here 
on this small hill, where Mount Hermon and the 
Jordan River meet.” 
7 I hear the roar of the water coming from deep 
within the earth. It shouts to the water below as it 
tumbles down the waterfall. God, your waves come 
one after another, 
crashing all around and over me.  
8 By day the Lord shows his faithful love, and at 
night  
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I have a song for him—a prayer for the God of my 
life.  
9 I say to God, my Rock,  “Why have you forgotten 
me? 
Why must I suffer this sadness that my enemies 
have brought me?” 
10 Their constant insults are killing me. 
    They never stop asking, “Where is your God?” 
11 Why am I so sad? 
    Why am I so upset? 
I tell myself, “Wait for God’s help! 
    You will again be able to praise him, 
    your God, the one who will save you.” 
 
Scripture is our song for the journey,  
the living word passed on from generation to 
generation  
to guide and inspire. 
God calls us to be doers of the word  
and not hearers only. 
 
Message/Reflection  
 
Hymn: ♫ VU382 “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 
 
Offering Invitation 
We know that when we are not perfect, when life is 
not perfect, God walks with us and we are 
surrounded by the strength and courage that only 
God can fill us with.  
God reminds us that we are part of a much bigger 
story, a story of the world that needs our help to 
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ensure that all of God’s people are held and loved 
and cared for. 
 
Hymn: ♫ MV#191 What Can I Do? 
 
Prayer of Dedication… 
God of grace and compassion, 
your gifts of mercy are always ours; 
in thanks and gratitude we offer our gifts of 
time,  
talent, and treasure. 
May these gifts reflect your compassion and 
mercy  
to a hurting world.  
Amen. 
 
Prayers of God’s people for God’s people 
Creating God, 
we bring our prayers for your world  
using words to name the places who need  
care and compassion,  
with silence so that we may hear your voice.  
 
We pray for all those living with conflict, 
for courage to stop,  
for faith to endure. 
These are places where words can never heal, 
only the witness of peace-filled living, 
and the touch of love. 
(a moment of silence). 
 
We pray for all who are hurt, 
for healing of mind and body,  
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for the unseen wounds passed on through 
generations. 
These are places where words can never repair, 
only the witness of grace-filled living, 
and the touch of love 
(a moment of silence). 
 
We pray for all living with injustice, 
for strength, for voices in the chaos, 
for determination to find the truth. 
These are the places where  
words alone can not break through, 
only the witness of truth-filled living, 
and the touch of love 
(a moment of silence). 
 
Creating God, 
may all our words be found in silence with you, 
may we be bold and bring them out into the word, 
may we find our courage to live the truth of 
loving each other as you love us.  
May we be ready to meet you in the chaos and the 
silence 
wherever we are.  
Amen. 
 
 
Blessing    
As we move from the time and place,  
May we find God’s voice in our silences.  
May we find courage to be  
God’s voice in a chaotic world.  
May we be ready to travel with God 
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and bring truth and hope to the world 
Amen. 
 
Sending Song: ♫ MV #156 Dance with The Spirit  
 
Changing the Christ Candle: 
The light of Christ, Shining into all the corners of the 
earth, showing us where we are and where we are 
meant to be. The Spirit of God. Breathe it in...and 
know that God is with us wherever we go.  
Postlude 
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(Today’s reflection is inspired by and contains a 
commentary in the resource “Seasons of the Spirit”) 
 
The prophet Elijah was in conflict with the prophets 
of the rain god, Baal. A drought held Israel in its 
grip, and Baal was not able to bring relief.  
Elijah and Baal’s prophets held a public test of 
strength. Elijah showed God’s power over creation 
and history, calling down fire on the sacrificial altar 
and then killing the prophets of Baal. King Ahab and 
his wife, Jezebel, held Elijah responsible, and 
Jezebel threatened to kill him.  
 
The prophet fled to the southern kingdom of Judah 
and beyond, into the desert. Elijah had had enough. 
In despair, Elijah prayed to God that he might die. 
God’s angel feeds Elijah twice, encouraging him to 
sleep and eat to be strengthened for the journey. 
Elijah traveled 40 days and nights to Horeb (Sinai), 
the mountain where God gave Israel the law and 
the covenant.  
 
Elijah returned to the place where Moses 
encountered God, and God was with Elijah on the 
journey. God asked Elijah, “What are you doing 
here?” Elijah poured out his frustrations. “I’ve tried 
my best. I am the only one of your prophets left. 
Now they want to kill me.”  
 
In Elijah’s time of questioning, God was present. As 
Elijah watched from a cave, there was great rock-
splitting wind, an earthquake, and fire. But God was 
not in any of these.  
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God’s power was shown in “a sound of sheer 
silence” – translated in some Bibles as “a still, small 
voice.” Elijah covered his face in awe at this 
experience.  
 
God asked the question again, “Elijah, what are you 
doing here?” Elijah replied in the same words, but 
this time we can imagine a tone of acceptance of 
the responsibility God had given him. “Go,” God 
said, “Return.” God told Elijah to take up his work 
again.  
 
When Elijah was in despair, God pursued. God 
strengthened Elijah for the work God called him to 
do.  Does God pursue us? 
God is present in our times of despair, and when we 
are ready to give up!! 
God calls and sustains us if we are listening.  
How do we respond to God’s call?  
 
Because, we might find ourselves to having our own 
Elijah moments these days.  
There are parts of the Prairies Provinces already 
predicting that we will have a land of drought this 
year. Even though there may be some places this 
week that have received an abundance of water 
(which creates different problems) we can anticipate 
our economy being further impacted by this. The 
Rain God Baal, may not be jumping in to help us. 
And because this was written before the rain 
came…we are very thankful for what we have 
received in our area at this time. 
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As a church we, too, are called to confront the 
powerful in our society. When we ask for attention 
to be paid to the Indigenous stories, the LGBTQ+ 
stories, the immigrants stories, that show us of 
inequities in the world and opportunities to care for 
each other, sometimes we are threatened too.  
 
Sometimes I wonder if we threaten our best selves 
when, as Elijah did, we give up when the road is 
tough, we feel defeated when people don’t agree 
with us, we get tired of trying make people in power 
listen to the needs that cost money or need hard 
decisions.  
 
Elijah was not sure what laid ahead of him, but now 
he knew that God would be with him and that 
somehow things would work out.  
So, he got up and headed down the mountain.  
Trusting in God. 
It wasn’t until Elijah looked past the chaos and sat in 
silence that he truly heard the voice of God. 
 
We need to find opportunities to listen to God in the 
unexpected places, in the silence amongst the 
chaos.  
 
Life is noisy. Even when we think there is no 
noticeable sound around us, we are often 
surrounded by “white noise” – pervasive sounds of 
machinery quietly humming in the background, or 
perhaps traffic that we cannot see but is not far 
away. God is present with us in the noisiest of 
times, yet sometimes it can be helpful to “listen” for 
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God’s response to our questions in the calm and 
quiet. 
 
What are our questions for God? Where do we 
need to hear God’s voice to boost us up, to re-focus 
us, to give us courage to stand up for truth and 
justice in a world that is often quick to blame and 
threaten.  
 
God nourishes and sustains us when we make 
space for quiet moments in God’s presence to heal 
and restore us. God sends us back to continue our 
discipleship in our daily lives.   
 
Amen 


