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The Divine Makeover - Part One 

2 Peter 1:2 – 4 

Introduction:  

Hinduism teaches that over time, by doing good karma and living a life of depriving your 

fleshly desires, after numerous lifetimes due to reincarnation, they will lose themselves 

into Brahma, the creator God. Many of these Eastern religions are looking inward to find 

the truth they know is out there, but they are looking in the wrong place.  

• Buddhism 

• Jainism 

• Sikhism 

It is something to take note of that Peter uses the language of the mystic 

pantheistic religions that emphasize looking inward to your soul through meditation, 

ascetism (depriving your body of fleshly desires and performing self – hurt to sacrifice 

and pay for their sins). Other methods used by some are chanting and even blood 

sacrifices of animals and people in the past to find the eternal truth 

Peter begins this book by saying that the only way a person can attain true and eternal 

knowledge that explains reality is to become renewed spiritually or to be born again. 

The false teachers of the day thought that they could gain a transcendent or another 

world knowledge that would take them above earth’s morality, but Peter countered that 

thought by saying that through the divine knowledge found in God and through Jesus 

Christ it would give believers all they need to live godly lives that glorify God.  

Peter, using the language of pagan teachers and philosophers of the day, redefined the 

words that they used and gave them Christian meaning. Words like godliness, 

excellence or virtue, nature and corruption.  

Transition: Let’s dive into our text this morning as we share the second message from 

the book of 2 Peter.  

Scripture Reading 

2 Peter 1:1– 4 

Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have obtained 

a faith of equal standing with ours by the righteousness of our God and Savior 

Jesus Christ: 2 May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of 

God and of Jesus our Lord. 3 His divine power has granted to us all things that 

pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his 

own glory and excellence, 4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very 

great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine 

nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful 

desire. 
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Purpose: Every Christ follower must tap into the resources of the divine nature given to 

us by God through the Holy Spirit to escape corruption and live a godly life.  

Transition: Let’s look back and review last week’s message so we put today’s message 

in context.  

Review / Summary of last week’s message 

Who is the author?  

2 Peter 1:1a 

Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ 

• Bond servant 

• Apostle 

Who is the audience?  

 2 Peter 1b 

To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours by the 

righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ 

• Those who are saved just as the disciples were 

• Those who are saved by the co-equal God and Savior Jesus Christ 

o Salvation is a gift from God that we have to receive for ourselves 

o Jesus bore the full anger of God for our sin and the world’s sin as our 

substitute 

o Jesus had all of our sins and the sins of the world placed upon Him and in 

exchange for our sin, He forgave our sins and placed His righteousness 

upon us. Imputed righteousness 

o By that great exchange, we are found acceptable in the sight of God and 

have direct access to Him.  

Transition: Today’s message as we continue in 2 Peter 1 

What is the aspiration?  

 2 Peter 1:2 

May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus 

our Lord 

• The unending stream of grace and peace to the Christ follower 

o Grace – Great riches at Christ’s expense. Getting something, we do not 

deserve. Mercy is NOT getting what we deserve. Grace is a gift 

o Peace with God as described in Romans 5:1 

Romans 5:1 
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Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into 

this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

o The peace of God as Paul describes in Philippians 4:7 

Philippians 4:7 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus 

o The apostle John in John 1:16 says that grace is continuing to pour out 

on us each and every day and in each and every situation.  

John 1:16 

For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace 

o God gives us a new measure of grace each morning, with the perfect 

allotment for what we need for that day. Much like the manna given to 

the Israelites in the desert, God knows what we will face each day and 

provides the resources through His Word, the Holy Spirit, other people 

and other ways to have the peace of God and the grace of God in our 

lives.  

o All of this comes from God but we have to be in God’s Word and 

intimately connected to God in prayer.  

• The unending stream of growing and experiencing God more on the Christ 

follower’s spiritual journey 

o Knowledge here is a word – ginosko that doesn’t translate well for us into 

English. It has a different meaning in the Greek.  

o This is knowledge that is applied and experienced. Like on the job training. 

You learn and then you do, you learn some more, then you do it. You 

experience the knowledge by immediately using it.  

o The knowledge spoken of here is NOT from feelings, intuitions, emotions 

or personal experience but ONLY from the revealed truth based on the 

Gospel preached in the Word of God and from the Word of God 

Romans 5:17 

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ 

o Not intellectual truth alone but applying and experiencing the truth for yourself 

by using that knowledge. We are going to continue to grow in the grace and 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ until the day that we die or are raptured 

out of here. 2 Peter 3:18 

o Our day of conversion is only the beginning of our spiritual journey. We begin 

by taking baby steps in the faith and continue to grow and pursue God each 

day of our lives.  
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o The knowledge is given and hopefully applied to us to bring blessing, honor 

and glory to God our Father and to our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Illustration: The confidence throughout the day that God is leading. He opens 

some doors, He closes other, He diverts us to run into people at just the right 

time for one of His purposes. I see it over and over in my life and gives me great 

assurance that He is with me all the time and I am connected to Him and His will 

for my life.  

Application: As Christ followers, we must live in the continual flow of grace and the gifts 

that come from God’s throne.  

What is the acquisition? – 2 Peter 1:3-4 

o The Christian life begins with our coming to Christ just as we are and 

putting our faith and trust in Jesus Christ, then we experience God’s 

power and it produces in us life and godliness.  

• Sufficient power 

 2 Peter 1:3a 

His divine power has granted to us 

o God gives us divine power.  

o We can’t earn it, we can’t will it, we can’t coax it on to ourselves. We 

just have to receive it and live in it.  

o This is where so many people stop in their Christian life. They get 

saved and enjoy some measure of God’s power and working in their 

lives but they don’t trust God to use the maximum amount of resources 

God has for them at their disposal.  

o The purpose God gives it to us is spelled out later in this verse; for life 

and godly living. 

o Divine power. Divine is Theias from Theos in the Greek. Divine 

means all that pertains to, has the stamp of, points to God. It also 

means superhuman power, predominant power, ultimate reality, from a 

Supreme being. 

o Power is from the word we get dynamite. It is speaking of the power 

that God used to resurrect Jesus. That same power dwells within us in 

the form of the Holy Spirit.  

Romans 1:4 

And was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of 

holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord 

Colossians 2:12 
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Having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him 

through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead 

o Man in and of himself does not possess any spiritual power 

whatsoever 

o This power was granted to us, given to us by the Holy Spirit at the 

moment we crossed the line of faith and we accepted Christ as Savior.  

o The reason I, we, have a power problem with utilizing all the power in 

our lives is lack of trust, lack of faith and lack of obedience 

o We don’t believe we have it or we don’t tap into it as an endless source 

of joy, strength and help 

Illustration: A Laser—the Power of Unified Light 

In 1957 a graduate student at Columbia University named Gordon Gould had been 

working with "pumping" atoms to higher energy states so they would emit light. 

As Gould elaborated his ideas and speculated about all the things that could be 

done with a concentrated beam of light, he realized he was onto something. In his 

notebook he confidently named the yet-to-be-invented device a LASER (Light 

Amplification by Stimulated Emission of Radiation). 

Over sixty years later, we are still seeing the impact of this remarkable tool. Very 

recently, Lockheed Martin boasted about their new laser, a ground-based 

prototype system that burned through an entire car engine in seconds. From a 

mile away. The company called this laser system the most "efficient and lethal" 

version on the planet. 

From a spiritual perspective the laser represents the ultimate expression of the 

impact we can have in a world in need of light. If we are able to understand the 

stunning power of unity expressed in a laser beam and translate it into our own 

lives, we might have a greater impact on those around us than ever before. Source: - 

Sam Rodriguez, Be Light (Waterbrook, 2016), page 61 

o Are you experiencing that resurrection power in your life as God points out 

areas of change that we need to make? 

o Do you see the power of God at work as you go about your day? 

 

• Sufficient provisions  

 2 Peter 1:3b 

All things that pertain to life and godliness 

o All things. All means all and that is all that all means.  

2 Corinthians 9:8 
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8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency 

in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work 

o Sufficient – having all things necessary to live a godly life independent of the 

outside circumstances or what outside resources can provide.  

o The Holy Spirit does for us things that far exceed our ability, our personality 

and our talents can provide.  

o Life – abundant life  

o Godliness – becoming more and more like Christ. We need to learn to 

be content in that and abide with Christ – John 15 

I Timothy 6:6 

But godliness with contentment is great gain 

o When all is well with your soul, with you and your Creator, hurricanes and 

chaos cannot touch the inner man.  

Illustration: A small boy riding a bus home from Sunday school was very proud of 

the card he had received, which had a picture and a caption that read: “Have 

Faith in God.” Then to his dismay the card slipped from his hand and fluttered out 

the window. “Stop the bus!” he cried. “I’ve lost my ‘faith in God!’” The driver 

pulled the bus to a stop, and as the lad climbed out and went to retrieve his card, 

one of the adult riders smiled and made a comment about the innocence of youth. 

A more perceptive adult observed, “All of us would be better off if we were that 

concerned about our faith." 

o Remember that you are complete in Him!! 

Colossians 2:10 

And in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over every ruler 

and authority (NASB) 

Illustration: Jewish wedding feast – lavish food and drink. Invited to come to the 

table just as you are. Everything is provided with nothing but the best 

Matthew 22:2,4 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a king who held a wedding feast for his son. 3 

And he sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding feast, 

and they were unwilling to come. 4 Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those 

who have been invited, “Behold, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and my 

fattened cattle are all butchered and everything is ready. Come to the wedding 

feast!”’ 

o Too many times we think God is miserly in giving grace.  
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o Sometimes we feel God gives us enough grace to save us but His love 

and grace toward us is limited. We may not say that but we may act 

like it at times 

o Sometimes we feel that we could even lose our salvation because we 

backslide or get complacent. We lose our first love and the joy of our 

salvation. 

o Life has a way of making this happen to us from time to time.  

o Sometimes we are doing everything we can to live for the Lord and our 

devotional time is dry, we feel our prayers are bouncing off the ceiling. 

I have been there. But stay consistent, stay obedient, God is about to 

reveal something special and sometimes supernatural in your life.  

o God is always looking out for us and has our best interests in mind.  

o When God is seemingly silent and we are waiting on the Lord, that is 

the time to be careful not to fall for false teaching or to be on a search 

for teachings out of the norm. Let God’s Word and the Holy Spirit be 

your teacher 

▪ Be careful to not turn your attention fully to your emotions. 

Sometimes they can fool us 

o What keeps God’s power from flowing to us and through us? 

▪ Obviously, sin would be the major problem 

Psalm 78 

40 How oft did they provoke him in the wilderness, and grieve him in the desert! 

41 Yea, they turned back and tempted God, and limited the Holy One of Israel. 42 

They remembered not his hand, nor the day when he delivered them from the 

enemy. (KJV) 

▪ Spiritual Amnesia – forgetting all that God has done in the past.  

▪ Timing – God is preparing you through trials and tribulations or just 

developing patience in you as He molds you and prepares you for 

what He has next for you.  

▪ Self- sufficiency. We think we are strong enough, smart enough, 

talented enough to go at it on our own.  

▪ Lack of faith. We have not because we ask not James 4 tells us.  

▪ But there is no temptation, no demonic assault, nothing that can 

take away God’s lavish and abundant provision on our behalf.  

▪ Remember Malachi 3 from a couple weeks ago. God wants to open 

up the windows of heaven and pour out a blessing on us as we 

obey, trust and have faith in Him!! 

▪ The same God who saved you is the same God who will sustain 

you in this life and the life to come! 

• Sufficient payment  
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o How do we experience the abundant life Jesus promises us in John 

10:10? 

2 Peter 1:3c 

Through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence 

o We already mentioned the meaning of the word knowledge and that it is more 

than head knowledge or reading and believing something. It is acted upon 

and experienced in our lives. We don’t know how cold or warm the water is 

until you dive in. You have to experience it for yourself 

o Notice the phrase “Him who called us” Two calls by God concerning 

salvation.  

o General call for all to come to faith in Christ 

▪ We understand the Gospel – I Corinthians 15:3 – 4 

▪ We understand the theological meaning of receiving Christ as 

Savior.  

▪ Salvation is offered to all 

Romans 10:13 

For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

o Effectual call that always results in saving grace 

o It is a creative call in that it will always accomplish what it is 

desired to do. 

Romans 8:30 

And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he 

also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified 

o It is the call on our lives that God will keep us to the end of this 

life and for all of eternity. You can bank on that.  

o That call comes through the revealed majesty of Christ 

o Glory as mentioned in the Bible always belongs to God 

alone 

▪ Sinners see God’s glory and that equals also the 

deity of Christ 

▪ Unless sinners see Christ as the glorious Son of 

God who is Savior in the preaching of the Gospel, 

they will NOT be saved.  

o The excellency of Christ – sinners at salvation see 

Jesus in His humanity as the substitute for our sin and 

who was tempted in all points like man yet is sinless.  

o Excellence means Jesus moral virtues in life / perfect in 

humanity 
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o Through Christ, we have all salvation blessings and power to 

live the Christian life. Otherwise, it would be impossible.  

Illustration: A normal baby has everything it needs at birth. Packed away in the 

genes of each baby is the capacity to live its life to the fullest. God does not 

“recall” His babies to make corrections. The baby has everything from God it 

needs blossom and be all that God wants him or her to be. So it is for the Christ 

follower as well, with God giving us his divine nature, when have the ability and 

the manifestations of the fruit of the Spirit to live the life God has planned and 

purposed for us.  

• Sufficient promises  

2 Peter 1:4 

By which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that 

through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped 

from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire 

o God gifts us with His precious and very great promises 

o Granted means to bestow or endow, a great and costly gift 

o Precious – valuable, given at great cost, in this case bought and given to us 

by the blood of the Lamb 

o Peter likes the term “precious” 

▪ Precious faith in I Peter 1:7 

▪ Precious promises here in 2 Peter 1:4 

▪ Precious blood – I Peter 1:19 

▪ Precious stones – I Peter 2:4, 6 

▪ Precious Savior – 2 Peter 2:7 

o Very great promises 

o Magnificent 

o From a great God 

o There are 7,487 promises from God made to man. Some unconditional 

and some conditional. Some just for Israel and some for us as NT 

believers. 

Illustration: Great Grandma Rice – on my Grandmother Hedding’s side of the 

family had a box that was passed down to me. The God’s Promises box.  

o Here are some of the promises of God 

o Spiritual life / Power for this life / Holy Spirit / Abundant Grace / 

Strength / Guidance / Help / Teaching / Wisdom / Heaven / Eternal 

Rewards / Believers inheritance / Christ’s return 

o Why does God give us those promises? 

▪ That through them we become partakers of His divine nature 
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▪ Become – This is a present certainty, not way off into the future. 

This verb – become builds on everything Peter has written 

so far.  

▪ Partakers – fellowship, partner, someone who shares in an 

experience together – here and now of eternal life. Do you live 

as if you have eternal life? 

John 15:15 

No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is 

doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have 

made known to you. 

▪ Divine Nature – we do not become God but we have 

characteristics coming from the Holy Spirit that makes us have 

some of the same limited characteristics as God does.  

Illustration: A baby takes on the characteristics of the family they are in. The 

Christ follower takes on the characteristics or nature of God because he or she is 

part of God’s eternal family!! 

o If we are partakers of God’s nature, we, as Christ 

followers have the power to escape the corrupting 

nature of this world.  

o We have escaped the efforts of sin derailing and 

destroying our lives. Escaped means to have a 

successful flight from danger. 

o Corruption – an organism that is dead, decomposing, and 

stinks. Romans 1 – God has given people over to their 

futile thinking, thinking without God in the equation. 

o We are seeing right before our very eyes the end game 

of sin lived out right before us in our culture. We see the 

pain and absurdity that it is causing many people and we 

as Christ followers have to live with the effects of it all 

around us. In our families, the work place, etc.   

Philippians 3:20 – 21 

20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus 

Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the 

power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. 

o Folks, this world has an expiration date on it and God is going to 

destroy it and remake it in the future.  

o He will save His people from the wrath to come. Amen and Amen! 

o Remember as we close, that if we feed the new nature with our 

reading and heeding God’s Word, stay in intimate relationship with our 
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Heavenly Father in prayer, worship and serve with others for God’s 

glory, He will bless us and provide for all of our needs  

Romans 13:14 

But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify 

its desires 

• Godly living is the result of cultivating and feeding the new nature that is within 

us. We need to be intentional in our daily care of the divine nature we possess 

from God.  

Application: How could we make better use of the resources God has given us to live a 

godlier life? 

Key Thought: May we by faith tap into the resources of the divine nature that is 

given by God to each Christ follower by the Holy Spirit to escape corruption and 

live a godly life.  

Questions to Ponder this Week 

1. Are you experiencing God’s unending stream of grace and peace multiplied 

to you this week? 

2. How is the daily receiving of all the benefits given to us by God’s divine 

nature living in us benefited you recently? 

3. Are you enjoying the great and precious promises God wants you to claim 

by faith? 

 

 

 


