
Can We Start Judging Now?    (Matthew 23:23-24) 
 

1. This lesson and next week’s lesson will wrap up this series. We 
haven’t covered (and won’t) every aspect of this truth that is 
interwoven through scripture and, yet, missed so often so let’s repeat 
it as succinctly as possible and then move on to a massive question 
to which this truth gives rise.  

 
2. The sin in the garden of Eden was not disobedience; it was the 

replacement of God at the center, making ourselves gods of our lives. 
Considering ourselves able to determine what is good and evil and 
living our lives sorting out good and evil rather than in love.  
 

3. But there IS evil out there. There are men who take rifles or 
handguns into schools or hospitals. There are women who sell their 
babies for drugs. Babies are aborted and tossed aside in their 
millions in a nation that puts “In God We Trust” on its currency. 
Domestic violence is at epidemic levels. Russia is shelling refugees in 
Ukraine. Evil exists and we see it… 
 

4. …so what do we say about it and to it? When we see a man breaking 
his vows of marriage and endangering his wife, children, life, and soul 
are we allowed to say anything? If so…what? If we are not judges, 
how does this work? The scripture tells us that friendship is like “iron 
sharpening iron.” We are supposed to have an effect on each other 
and, yes, some sparks may fly. Is this a contradiction, a fatal flaw in 
the story of the Garden of Eden? 
 

5. I am going to limit this lesson to two categories: how do we confront 
modern day Pharisees who demand purity, clean hands, and a 
checklist of right and wrong? And how do we deal with those who are 
so broken with sin? When we invite them into our lives and 
fellowship, what does that look like? Are we allowed or supposed to 
say anything? 
 

6. The OT is full of bans – of restrictions. There is a long list of those 
who could not enter the temple or its environs. There is a very long 
list of those peoples who are not to be befriended. There are lists of 
sins that one is to avoid and commands to shun or punish the ones 
who commit them. And then…Jesus comes, welcomes all who were 



once banned, and declares that love fulfills all the law and, by the 
way, “whosoever will may come”! 
 

7. We must first deal with that reality: Jesus saves, God is not willing 
that any should perish, and the bans – all of them – are now 
canceled. Jesus was known for his outrageous love; he accepted 
everybody and that was a massive scandal in his day and in ours.  
 

8. Any church or individual who is concerned about their reputation is 
going to have a very hard time getting away from the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil. They are going to judge and sort people 
constantly so that only the right people saying the right things are 
seen as “their people.” We guard our pulpits, guard our stage, set 
limits on who can teach and what they can teach (the ads for 
ministers demanding “sound preachers” etc.). Good luck with the 
fruit…but you will never be who Jesus wants you to be if you are so 
concerned with your reputation or that of your church that you filter 
out those who want to come in.  
 

9. Jesus walked with God. Because of that, he walked in freedom and in 
outrageous, scandalous love. As a rabbi, he was not allowed to be 
around women with scandalous reputations…but he welcomed them 
(Luke 7:36-50; 8:1-2; 23:27; John 4:7-27). He was not allowed to be 
around gluttons (Proverbs 28:7) but he welcomed them.  
 

10. He fellowshipped tax collectors, drunkards and other people the 
community shunned as sinners (Matthew 9:10; 11:19; Luke 5:29-30; 
15:1). He touched lepers (Matthew 11:5; 26:6; Mark 1:40-41; Luke 
17:12-13). He didn’t require his apostles to fast (Mark 2:18-20).  
 

11. He healed people and plucked corn on the Sabbath (Mark 2:23-
24; 3:2-4; Luke 13:10-16; 14:1-4; John 5:8-16; 9:14-16).  The 
religious leaders of the day called all of this sin but Jesus said his 
actions expressed the will of God. We need to ask ourselves who we 
believe: Jesus or the fruit. 
 

12. A church that is a true community reflecting the love of Jesus 
will attract sex workers, alcoholics, drug addicts, LGBTQ, gamblers, 
gluttons and more. In fact, you’d see them singing on the stage, 
serving as ushers and volunteering for ministry. Churches that hang 



out by the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil tell us that we 
must immediately confront those people (but not gluttons, never 
mention the gluttons or those who store up too much here on earth) 
but what does God say? 
 

13. God calls us to be a church without barriers, walls or borders of 
any kind. That is why we say that if you can say the Nicene 
Creed…and if you can’t…you are welcome here. We are not defined 
by a building, a creed, a set of mores, a checklist of ethical behavior. 
We are defined by lives lived by, though, and saturated with love.  
 

14. Jesus warned against “the sins of the Pharisees” or the “leaven 
of the Pharisees.” He said that they tied burdens on the backs of 
people that they themselves could not carry. Paul repeated that 
warning and made it a central part of his teaching. Romans 2:1-4. 
 

15. So, rule one is that we don’t set up perimeters or borders. Rule 
two is that we make sure that, if we need to express concern about a 
belief or an activity in another person’s life, that we do so from a 
position of true, honest and sincere humility for we, too, are sinners. 
My sin may not be your sin but how in the world did we ever get the 
idea that we could assume our sin was less than yours? 
 

16. When Jesus confronted the Pharisees, he did so bluntly and I 
am sure it hurt their feelings and made them angry. So…did he love 
them? Of course he did! He also loved those being influenced by 
them. He showed them the impossibility of their demands, the harm 
they were causing themselves and others, and called them back to 
the simple core matters of justice, mercy and faithfulness (and don’t 
let modern day Pharisees on the right or the left redefine those 
terms). Matthew 23:23-24 
 

17. IN fact…are you sitting down?...the only sin Jesus publicly 
attacked was religious arrogance posing as righteousness. Religious 
sin is the worst kind of sin because it claims it is healthy, good, right 
and required when it is, in reality, exactly what Jesus described in 
Matthew 23:23-36.  
 

18. In the last 30yrs, I’ve traveled almost nonstop working with 
churches. I have seen time and time again a single man or a cadre of 



men destroy churches in the name of righteousness. I have seen 
them blow up families and churches because they decided to judge 
this and that sin and require this or that belief. When you try to show 
them what they have done, they retreat behind a cloak of self 
righteousness and THAT is the sin of the Pharisees.  
 

19. While Jesus confronted them, he did so with love for he wanted 
to gather them into the safe arms of the love of God (Matthew 23:37-
39). And Jesus NEVER condemned those outside of the covenant.  
 

20. Once you notice that – and it is a fact – what are we supposed 
to do with it? That is next week’s lesson and the final one in this 
series. In the meantime, remember: you never go wrong in loving 
people. When in doubt, love, accept, hug and bless.  


