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ST. PHILIP ANNUAL VESTRY MEETING 

TUESDAY – 1 FEBRUARY - 2022 7:00 PM 

AGENDA 
 

1. WORSHIP 
 Prayers for the Parish and In Memoriam 
 

2. OPENING BUSINESS 
 Appoint Gillian Fosdick as Secretary of the meeting 
 

3. ADOPTION OF MINUTES for Annual Meeting of January 26, 2021 
 

4. APPOINTMENT of 3 SCRUTINEERS 
 

5. ELECTIONS  
 1 Warden – Larry Anthony 
 3 Parish Council Members – Mark Laidlaw, Eric Reiter, Marcus Schlag 

 

6. TREASURER’S REPORT & Financial Review 2021 
 

7. APPOINTMENT OF ACCOUNTING REVIEW COMMITTEE for fiscal year 2022 
 

8. ADOPTION OF BUDGET for 2022 
 

9. APPOINTMENT OF TREASURER 
 

10. APPOINTMENT OF SELECTION COMMITTEE 
 

11. PRAYER FOR SELECTION COMMITTEE – Sharon Richmond 
 

12. OTHER REPORTS as circulated 
 

13. If new Council Members have been elected by Ballot – Motion now for Ballots to be  
       destroyed 

 

14. FURTHER QUESTIONS or Comments? 
 New Business 
 

15. ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Induction of new Council at the end of the 10:00 AM service on Sunday, 6 Feb 

 
Parish Council Meetings are usually held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 
p.m. on zoom.  The first meeting of the new Council in 2022 will be February 15, 
2022.  
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16. ADJOURNAMENT AND BLESSING – Christopher Page 

 
 

 
 

DRAFT MINUTES  
St. Philip Annual Vestry Meeting 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2021   7:00 PM 
Vestry Meeting by Zoom 

 
The Annual Vestry Meeting was chaired by The Rev. Christopher Page, Rector of St. Philip 
Church.  There were 55 people present by Zoom, who declared:  
“I am sixteen years old or older, baptized and have attended St. Philip Anglican Church, for the 3 
months prior to this Annual Meeting and am on the Parish Roll.” 
 
1. WORSHIP 

Christopher Page began the meeting with a word of welcome. 
Clayton Savage read a passage of scripture,  
Christopher offered a brief reflection on the reading. 
Heather Page led prayers for the parish and read the ‘In Memoriam’ - giving thanks for 
the lives of those parishioners and loved ones who died in 2020: 
 

  St. Philip Parish – In Memoriam 2020   
David Geddes   Herbert Thornton  Nicky Lotto 
Chris Barman   Stewart Carmichael  Paddy Langran 
Lavinia Greenwood              Lyn Lawrence 
 

2. OPENING BUSINESS: 
Christopher made his annual invitation to the congregation, his 27th as rector here at           
St. Philip, providing an opportunity to say anything to him, welcoming any expression of 
comment or concern about our parish life.   
 

Nancy Geddes expressed appreciation to Christopher for the way that he has drawn 
people together to create Zoom Church. It is a great gift for all. 
 

Evelyn Savage seconded that saying everyone is doing a marvelous job – all the “techies”  
- and Larry & Joan – Karen Fenimore –  the readers and musicians  -- so many people 
have been flexible and adaptive in working with Zoom, Youtube and the Live stream  
service – Thank you to all. 
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- Ruth Dantzer offered a shout out to Shannon Carmichael who is doing a fantastic job 
with our children’s ministry – she is so creative and is working to draw in and include 
families with children. 
 

- Alice Jourmel – really appreciates everything going on  - but would also appreciate it if 
there was some kind of evening group for people who are working.  
 

- Stacy McGhee – spoke of his own experience this past year as “quite renewing”  - that 
God has been gracious  - and in good part – through this community. Stacy is so grateful 
that Sunday by Sunday so many people are working to create this beautiful place of 
welcome. Our Zoom church involves a ‘cast of thousands’  --  Larry Anthony’s welcome 
and enthusiasm is wonderful and inspiring. Shannon’s children’s ministry is a remarkable 
gift. Dave Conway’s music is such a great addition.   
 

- Shannon Carmichael and Esther Graham both offered a big thank you to Grace Bodie 
whose work with our Youth has seen such an enthusiastic response. At a time when 
most Anglican churches have seen a great decline in youth membership, we are so 
blessed to have Grace leading our young people. She is fantastically responsive. The 
youth enjoy her very much and the group is growing – numbers are increasing under 
Grace’s leadership. 
 
- Gillian Fosdick was appointed Secretary. 
 

3. ADOPTION OF MINUTES for Annual Meeting of January 28, 2020 
 MOVED: Gillian Fosdick 
 SECONDED: Stacy McGhee. Little discussion offered.    VOTE:  CARRIED 
 
4.  APPOINTMENT of  3  SCRUTINEERS 
 1. Heather Page. 2. Ruth Dantzer 3. Joan Sedgwick 
 
5.  ST. PHILIP PARISH COUNCIL 2021 Elections 

Christopher Page acknowledged that he is inordinately grateful to Parish Council. We 
have a very good team of people who work really well together and have established a 
level of trust.  

 

Election of 1 WARDEN 
Two Wardens share the role, serving a two year ‘staggered term.’ 
Larry Anthony has served first year and continues now in the second year of his term as 
Warden. 
Karen Van Rheenen has completed a second term and is willing to stand for a third term.  
Christopher opened the floor calling for any other Nominations.  
No other Nominations were put forward. 
Karen Van Rheenen appointed Warden by Acclamation. 

 

Election of SYNOD DELEGATES 
Synod Representatives serve a 3 year term & represent us at Diocesan meetings.  
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Sharon Richmond: has served 1 year of this term and has 2 years remaining. 
Jennifer Sharlow: has served 2 years of this term and has 1 year remaining 
 

Karen Van Rheenen and Dave Conway have each been nominated for another three-year 
term.  Christopher opened the floor calling for any other Nominations.  
No other Nominations were put forward. 
Dave Conway and Karen Van Rheenen appointed Synod Delegate by Acclamation. 
 
 
Treasurer  1 position -  5 Year Term – Appointed 
Christopher thanked Ged McLean for his work this year, saying that we are so grateful to 
him – and for him.  Ged has 2 years remaining of this five year term. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS-AT LARGE 
2 Year Terms – Elected 
Ken Davidson  has served 1 year and has 1 year remaining of this term. 
 

Greg Anctil   Nominated for a 2 year term 
Gillian Fosdick  Nominated for a 2 year term  
Esther Graham  Nominated for a 2 year term  
Evelyn Savage  Nominated for a 2 year term 
Christopher opened floor to new nominations.  
No others were proposed or came forward.  
 

Greg, Gillian, Esther, and Evelyn were appointed by acclamation. 
 

No Council Members were elected by ballot  
and therefore no ballots needed to be counted or destroyed. 
 

6.  TREASURER’S REPORT &  Financial Review  2020 
 

Comments from Treasurer, Ged McLean:  
Two people in particular to thank: - I would like to commend the efforts of Betty 
Davidson, Envelope Secretary, and Kathy Fyfe, Bookkeeper.  They are the ones who see 
that the offerings are collected, counted, deposited and receipted.  They have worked 
hard to make sure that both the income and expense side of the church are managed in 
a professional and open manner and both have shown great patience and flexibility as 
we have adapted our accounting practices to cope with the pandemic and transition to a 
new system. Thank you to both! 
 
Introduction of giving through e-transfer bank deposits has been a very good thing. This 
has become an accepted way of contributing.  
 

Income Statement: 
Budget Assumptions and Summary 
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2020 has been a remarkable year in which the church has responded to drastic changes 
in how we relate to each other and adapted its programs and activities to comply with 
Covid restrictions. 
 
Givings in 2020 were the lowest they have been in the past five years, 9% below the 
average annual givings over that time.  
Our reduced givings were offset by $11,000 in federal government support for salaries in 
the early stages of the pandemic. 
Other income, such as facility rentals is down from previous years. 
In 2020 we had some expense to make our fire sprinkler system compliant with modern 
code requirements. We are budgeting for increased building expenses in 2021, 
(anticipating some renovations might be needed when we return to in-building 
activities. But the basic planning principle is to match expenses with expected income. 
 
Our Income expectation for 2021 is for a slight reduction in offerings. But this is really a 
‘status quo’ budget. New equipment was bought for the church office at the end of last 
year – upgrading the electronic infrastructure. 
Building Maintenance has been increased – expecting that upgrade will be needed on 
several fronts, including plumbing, electrical, telephone system and the roof. 
Many Thanks go to Neal Tucker, who has been very diligent in paying attention to these 
issues as they arise.  
 
As our in-person activities have been curtailed, numerous programs and activities have 
moved on-line which has reduced costs. In addition, we have had some staff reductions 
in 2020. Overall, our 2020 expenditures are significantly below our budget and we end 
the year with an approximately $29,000 surplus of income over expense - despite the 
reduced givings.  

 
Bequests: We are thankful for the gifts we receive from the estate of congregation 
members who have passed away. We do not plan to use income from bequests to cover 
operational expenses. Parish Council passed a Motion to allocate 10% of new bequests 
to outreach activities, with the remaining funds held in abeyance for special projects. 
We do have some plans in mind for use of these funds, as money has been earmarked to 
support the pastoral transition of clergy when that occurs.  
 
Total Income for proposed 2021 Budget: $265,000 – which is down $10,000 from the 
actual 2020 budget. 
Total Assets for 2020 - $1,168,024.  
– matched neatly by Total Liabilities and Equity of $1,168,024 

 
Adoption of Budget for 2021 
MOTION to Approve Report for 2020 and the proposed Budget for 2021.  
Ged McLean 
Seconded: Rob Holloway. 



9                                                St. Philip Anglican Church, February 2022 
 

Discussion. 
Vote.  Carried. 
 

7.   Appointment of Accounting Review Committee: 
 1. Alice Jourmel   2. John Laidlaw  3. Susan P. Smith  
Request from Ged, that the Financial Review be undertaken in the summer months 
when things are quiet – and well before year end. 
Evelyn Savage has offered to coach / mentor the new Review committee members and 
suggested Joan Sedgwick might also help them in this role of coach / mentor. 
 

8. MOTION to accept OTHER REPORTS as circulated: Larry Anthony 
SECONDED: Karen Van Rheenen. 
Comments: Really excellent report. Presents a wonderful picture of a community with 
energy and vitality. Thank you to all  
VOTE: to accept other Reports – CARRIED 

 
9.  Further Questions or Comments 

Several comments were made to the effect that it would be a very good thing to 
continue with Zoom church – even when we are able to return to in-building worship. 
Our Zoom services have been a great thing for many people. 

 
10.  ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

Introduction of new Council will be at the Zoom service on Sunday, January 31, 2021.  
 

Council generally meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm on Zoom.  
The first meeting on the new Council in 2021 will be February 16, 2021. 
 

 MOTION TO ADJOURN  Gillian Fosdick - 8:21  PM 
VOTE - CARRIED Unanimously 
 
Christopher led Prayers to close and all said ‘The Grace.’ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

St. Philip Parish—In Memoriam 2021 

 
                  David Rolfe 

                 Greg Antcil 

              Richard Bryson 

___________________________________________________________________________
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STATISTICS 

Comparing average Sunday attendance over three years: 

 

 8:00 9:00 11:15 
 

Zoom 
In 

Bldg 
8:30 

In 
Bldg 
10:00 

 Sun 
Live 
Strm 

Joint 
Sunday 

Total 
Week 
Total 

2019 16.1 106.5 19.4     115 150.2 169.4 

JAN-MAR 

2020 
14.6 99.2 14.5 

    
 128.3 134.3 

MAY-DEC 

2020  
   

75.5 
34 Sun 
Stats 

16.5 
6 Sun 
Stats 

23 
11 Sun 
Stats 

 
 88.2 98.6 

JAN-AUG 
2021 

   
93 

Zoom 

 

   
 

93 
Zoom 

 

108 
Zoom 

 

SEPT-DEC 
2021 

12 45 18 
    

33* 
 

77** 74*** 74 

 
          *Live-Stream numbers according to YouTube   
        **Bishop’s Visit – Nov 14th  
      ***In-building service average 

Other statistics for 2019 - 2020 - 2021 

Services        2019  2020  2021  

BAPTISMS       2  1   0 

CONFIRMATIONS      5  0   0  

MARRIAGES       2  0   1  

FUNERALS       2  6   3 
 

JAZZ VESPERS  avg.       62  34  23 

Thursday Eucharist 10:00 AM  avg.    6  5    

Thursday Book Study - Zoom avg.      15   
 

Good Friday  10:00 AM     90             N/A  Zoom  91 

Easter Sunday                                290             N/A  Zoom   184 
 

Christmas Pageant      153 YouTube 167     YouTube 155  

Christmas Eve:   Family Eucharist                188  136   59 
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Rector’s Annual Report #28 for the year 2021 
Christopher Page – Last Report as Rector   

to the Parish of St. Philip, Oak Bay 
(first report for 1987 after 8 months as Associate Rector until end 1992 

  first Rector’s Report for 1993 after 2 months as Rector) 
 

I thank my God every time I remember you,  

constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 
because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now.  

I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you  

will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. (Philippians 1:3-6) 

 
 
This report comes after 34 years of ministry shared as part of this community of St. 
Philip Oak Bay. The first 5 of those Annual Reports (1987-1992) were written by me as 
Associate Rector of the Parish. The remaining 28 reports have been made as Rector.   
 

This will be my last Annual Report to St. Philip church. On 1 June 2022 I will begin my 
annual vacation and on 1 July I will be officially retired.  
 

What can I possibly say about the past 34 years?  
 

The only thing I can really say is “Thank you.” Thank you all. Thank you for your 
faithfulness and patience over all these years. Thank you for seeking to be open to the 
sometimes unusual moving of God’s Spirit among us. Thank you for your flexibility. 
Thank you for the love, encouragement and support you have shown to me and my 
family. Thank you for the way you have encouraged, supported and ministered to one 
another. Thank you for the vision you have carried of a community of commitment, 
love, witness, and service to Christ.  
 

But, most of all I thank you for always keeping the first thing first:  
 
Jesus said:  
 

 ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,  
and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’   

This is the greatest and first commandment. 
(Matthew 22:37, 38) 
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I believe that the reason I have been able to continue in ministry among you for so long 
is that we have always kept this “greatest… commandment” first in our hearts, souls and 
minds. Everything else has flowed from this central desire to open to love and to be a 
community that seeks to be together in ways that manifest the living presence of the 
Spirit of Jesus at work in our hearts, in our midst and in the world.  
 

It has been a profound privilege to be among you sharing the life of faith. In more ways 
than you can imagine you have nurtured my soul, sustained my spirit and fed my heart. 
There have been times that have been difficult and moments that have been painful. 
But no matter how challenging the journey at times may have been, you have been a 
consistent gentle reminder of the kindness and compassion of God at work in this 
community and in the world.  
 

You have helped me be a better person and taught me to be a better priest. My faith 
has been deepened and my trust in the power of love has grown stronger because of 
the journey we have shared together.  
 

The past two years in the world and certainly in the church have been strange and 
deeply challenging. Things have shifted in ways none of us could have predicted. It will 
be some years before the way forward becomes clearer.  
 

I had hoped that I might be around long enough to re-establish St. Philip on a stronger 
footing. But I came to see that I am not the person to lead this community into the 
unpredictable future. There is re-building to be done. There are no simple road maps for 
how the church will make its way in the new realities it faces.  
 

The one thing I pray is that, going forward you will continue to conduct yourselves with 
the deep respect, love and wisdom that have characterized so much of our life together 
as a community. Please, whoever comes to serve in ministry among you, support that 
person; be kind to them and honest with them; find strength and courage together for 
the journey ahead.   
 

Because I know your fundamental commitment to walk together in the Spirit is deeply 
rooted and grounded in this community, I know that the future for St. Philip is full of 
hope and promise.  You will continue to be the strong, vibrant, beautiful community of 
light that you have been for all these years.  
 
Heather and I will always carry you in our hearts with great gratitude.  
 
God bless you all,  
 
Christopher  
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nb: one of the things clergy are called upon to do as a central part of their ministry is to 
be with people to mark important transitions in their lives. Over my time at St. Philip, I 
have conducted 82 weddings, 224 baptisms and 214 end of life ceremonies. That is 
quite a bit of transition we have marked together, but the balance has been towards 
life.  
 

ps #1 - “Volunteers”/Servants – I have always struggled with the use of the term 
“volunteers” in the life of the church. We have many wonderful people who give 
enormous amounts of time, energy and commitment that make it possible for our 
community to continue to thrive. But, I do not think of these people as “volunteers”; I 
think of them as servants of Christ. They give, not in order to get the job done or to keep 
the church running, but because they feel an inner prompting to offer themselves in 
service to Christ in and through the life of the church.  
 

Servants serve because that is what servants do. Some people’s lives are necessarily 
entirely preoccupied by their service to Christ beyond the life of the church. For many of 
these people, it is a miracle that they manage to make it to church at all just for 
worship. Other people have more freedom and sense of call to serve in and through the 
church. One is not better than the other; they are just different ways of serving.  
 

I am reluctant ever to give any impression that service within the church is in any way 
superior to service in any of the other multitude of ways people express the call to 
serve. It is not in any way more holy to respond to God’s call through direct involvement 
in the church community than it is out in the world. However, I do want this year to 
acknowledge the incredible ways in which so many people contribute to the on-going 
life of our community. Without these people and their willingness to serve, we would 
not be the community we are:  
 

Karen van Rheenen and Larry Anthony serve as wardens at St. Philip with tremendous 
grace, goodwill, and commitment; their leadership and wisdom make an invaluable 
contribution to our life together.  
Ged McLean has served with skill and wisdom as treasurer at St. Philip. We will miss his 
careful wisdom as he moves again to concentrate serving in other exciting ways in the 
world. But we are so grateful that he continues to step in to serve in our life together in 
so many other ways.  
Kathy Fyfe serves in so many ways in our community. Her faithfulness and meticulous 
attention to detail, especially as our bookkeeper, but also in so many other important 
ways has been a constant support and encouragement.  
Betty Davidson continues to be so steady and reliable in managing all the details of our 
financial offerings. 
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Graham Lamb is tireless and quietly efficient in caring for the grounds around the 
church and attending to our most public face in the community.  
Susan P. Smith keeps up the beautiful garden planter outside the main doors of the 
church building that is always such a gift of welcome and beauty to everyone 
approaching our worship space. 
Gillian Fosdick has been endlessly supportive of our worship life in the 11:15 service and 
continues to make a huge contribution to our worship life preparing weekly prayers, 
decorating for special occasions and doing endless creative formatting tasks that I often 
pass her way, as well as keeping impeccable minutes for Parish Council. 
Bonnie Bailey maintains the vital ministry of our prayer chain, making possible the 
faithful ministry of so many people who hold our concerns in prayer. 
Parish Council members offer wisdom and sanity in the often complicated world that is 
the life of a small community of faith.  
Altar Guild members embody all that is best in their steady quiet reliable preparations 
that help make our worship life possible.  
Dave Conway continues to be the backbone of our music life at the 9:00 service making 
possible this most crucial aspect of our worship life. 
So many music leaders enrich our lives as they offer their gifts in music to support our 
worship life.  
Julian Greenwood has been enormously generous in his willingness to support the 
worship life of our 11:15 service.  
Many people faithfully read the Scriptures and lead the prayers in our cooperate 
worship with dedication and feeling. 
John Laidlaw and Norma support our 8:00 am service in so many ways that enrich the 
life of that little worshiping community.  
Allan Carmichael has been an endless support in the increasingly complex and essential 
area of the tech life of our community. 
Ceal McLean has done a spectacular job keeping up our website and as she retires from 
this position continues to contribute to our music life and to find other ways of 
supporting our worship together. 
Susan K. Smith is steady and reliable in making sure we have ushers to enable the 
smooth running of our 9:00 worship. Perhaps one day she will be able to return to 
providing coffee servers – remember when we had those?  
Sharon Richmond provides a great gift of beauty by coordinating the life of our stairwell 
gallery and encouraging the artists in our midst to know how much we value their gifts.  
Bob Watts has been incredibly persistent in keeping the life of our community visible in 
the wider community by orchestrating Jazz Vespers.  
The Richmond/Bailey households are so generous in their support of the Wednesday 
morning men’s Bible Study, welcoming us into their gracious homes when it is possible 
for us to gather in person.  
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Moving forward we have great confidence in those who will serve in our community in 
this transitional time on the Selection Committee to identify the person God is calling as 
the new Rector to join this amazing team of saints in service.  
 

And of course, all this ministry is supported by those who serve on staff at St. Philip: 
 Karen Fenimore has been a lovely gift to our community in her time as Parish 
Coordinator. Her gentleness, grace and willingness to jump in and support our life 
together in so many ways have been a great blessing. As she moves into retirement, her 
presence will be greatly missed in the office.  
 Shannon Carmichael continues to support our life and ministry among children. 
These last two years have been hard on children’s ministry in our community, but 
Shannon is endlessly creative and continues to find ways to help our littler people know 
how much we cherish them.  
 Neal Tucker is a great gift in overseeing the material life of our building and 
keeping it in good shape. His willingness to step up to care for all the physical aspects of 
our facility is a great relief.  
 Jennifer Sharlow contributes to our life as a community in so many ways but 
particularly supporting the technical side of our 9:00 music ministry and providing office 
fill-in when Karen has needed to be away.  
 Grace Bodie has juggled a lot in terms of school and ministry but supports our 
young people in such a gifted way. 
 Gavin McGhee has been a willing supportive presence in youth ministry 
alongside Grace.  
 
There are so many others who step in at many places along the way in our journey 
together to help sustain our community.  
 

As I said at the beginning of this report, my strongest feeling upon the prospect of 
retirement is a feeling of gratitude for the generosity with which so many people share 
in our life together.  
 

There is one more quiet background figure who, in ways unimaginable to almost anyone 
but me, has supported the life and vitality of our community with incredible wisdom, 
faithfulness and generosity. Without Heather’s constant support, I would not have been 
able to continue all these years in the ministry we have shared. Heather and I met in the 
Spring of 1974 and were married at the end of the summer of 1977. She continues to be 
an enormous source of light and beauty in my life. The peaceful nurturing home she has 
created and the steady wisdom she has always provided have enriched my life beyond 
measure and been an enormous gift to the life of our community. She has consistently 
provided an island of sanity for me that has made it possible for us to continue to thrive 
together in love and service.  
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ps #2 – Over the 34 years of our ministry together through St. Philip, there has been a 
lot of coming and going. But there are a few people who have journeyed with this 
community longer than me and my family.  
 

We have been through a lot together. You have been incredibly faithful and patient. I 
know there have been difficult times. I know it has not always been easy to carry on 
together in ministry; but you have persevered, and I honour your steadfastness and 
resilience.  
 

I may have missed someone, but these are the names that come to mind of St. Philip 
saints who have out-lasted even me:  
 

Lorrie Anderson (in a somewhat ex-officio capacity), Judith Armstrong, Joke Bergink  (in 
a somewhat ex-officio capacity), Mary-Louise Aro, David and Yvette Bird, Nathan Bird, 
Eric Bird, Elspeth Brown, Karen Fallan (née Klashinsky), Nancy Geddes, Suzanne 
Greenough, Anthony and Rowena Hendriks, Rob and Liz Holloway, Sarah Holloway, John 
and Norma Laidlaw, Mark Laidlaw, Chad Laidlaw, David Larsen, Mary Logan (née Bryan), 
Ruth McGhee (née Olden), Ken and Linda Neilson, Karen Norman, Christie Norman-Taal, 
Catherine Ogilvie (Née Bryan), Wayne Olfrey - [apologies to anyone I have missed] 
 

Bless you all. Your steadiness bears witness to the strong presence of God’s Spirit at 
work in your lives and in this community over all these years.  
 
 
  
  

Warden’s Report 
 

As we write, we also prepare to acknowledge on March 11th the second anniversary of 

the declaration of the COVID-19 pandemic, together with its one-in-a-lifetime disruption 

of normal life.  As Wardens, we continue to marvel at the resilience and creativity of the 

St. Philip community in the face of the losses we continue to feel for our much-beloved 

community worship and social practices and traditions.  We are touched at how love, 

care and mutual tolerance have triumphed in our community over the trials of ‘COVID 

fatigue’.  When Dr. Bonnie Henry says we are all in this together, and encourages us to 

“be calm, be kind and be safe”, she could well be describing the St. Philip community’s 

guiding principles. 
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After the abrupt cessation of our embryonic hybrid worship, in September we once 

again welcomed parishioners to worship in our nave.  The numbers fluctuate, but there 

appears to be a core of consistent attendees.  We are saddened many of our 

community, including our youngest, have understandably not felt comfortable 

returning, and we look forward to celebrating their presence again, hopefully in the not-

too-distant future.  Zoom worship was replaced in the fall by a live stream on YouTube.  

The live stream shows evidence of being an important way for some parishioners to 

engage the St. Philip experience from the safety of their homes.  Notwithstanding this 

support, we do miss those who joined us on Zoom in such a faithful manner.  We 

continue to be grateful for the work of those individuals (too numerous to name 

without risking missing someone!) who make all aspects of St. Philip community life so 

rich and rewarding.  Bless you all! 

 

Perhaps the most significant event in the life of our parish was Christopher’s 

announcement of his pending retirement.  Such bittersweet news: we are so sad to lose 

him as our rector, but we are so grateful for the decades of service he gave to St. Philip, 

and we celebrate with him and Heather the new freedom they will enjoy together.  Of 

course, Christopher’s retirement poses challenges for our community that we have not 

faced in many years.  As Wardens, we want to assure our parishioners that we feel 

confident in rising to these challenges.  Parish Council has already decided to forego the 

option of taking on an interim rector, instead electing to begin a search for a new 

Incumbent.  We feel well supported in our search by Bishop Anna and her office.  A 

search committee has been constituted, which includes: 

 

• Andrea Andrachuk • Daniel Cownden • Karen Van Rheenen 

• Ruth McGhee • Larry Anthony  

• Yvette Bird • Raymond Fieltsch  

 

We ask you to pray for the work of Bishop Anna, this committee, and for the person 

who will see our community as a new home. 

 

Another loss we will need to adjust to is the discontinuation of our traditional 11:15 

worship service at the beginning of 2022.  We continue to be grateful for those faithful 

souls’ commitment to this service.  We have implemented another option, which is to 

have Morning Prayer/Communion services on the first and third Sundays at the 11:15 

time.  We are hopeful that this option, as well as the weekly Thursday eucharist services 

will help make up the loss. 
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As Wardens, we want to do our best to feel the pulse of our community.  We are always 

open to hearing your thoughts! 
 

Blessings for a safe and joyous New Year in our community. 

 
Larry Anthony and Karen Van Rheenen 

 

Parish Council 

Parish Council is the group responsible for setting the tone and direction of our church 
community life. The “business” of council encompasses every detail of St. Philip life, 
including receiving and acting on concerns or directives from the Diocese, the 
congregation, and members of the public. Our monthly agenda often includes updates 
on finances, on children and youth ministry, on missions and outreach and the building 
upkeep and maintenance as well as any staffing concerns. 
 
Members are elected at the Annual General Meeting in January.  In the 2021 season, we 
had ten members, including the Rector, Wardens, Treasurer, Synod representatives and 
Members at Large. They work and serve together for the good of the whole parish. 
 
There is a report from the Wardens, Larry Anthony and Karen Van Rheenen in this 
compendium of reports, which covers in detail, specifics of the past year and the many 
duties that they have undertaken. 
 
Council meets ten months a year, taking July and August off. Generally, we meet on the 
second Tuesday of each month. Since March 2020, when Covid protocols were put in 
place, we have met via Zoom. 
 
As secretary of parish council, I take the Minutes of the meetings each month. The Draft 
Minutes are then circulated to council members. At the meeting the following month, 
any edits or corrections are noted, and a Motion is made to accept the Minutes as sent 
or edited. Once the Minutes are accepted, they are sent to Celia McLean, our 
webmaster, who posts them on the St. Philip website. 
 
If at any time you would like to make representation to Council, please feel encouraged 
to speak to either of the Wardens or to Christopher Page or send a written submission 
to the church office.  
 
Thank you 
Gillian Fosdick 
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Office Administration 

2021 saw us continue Sunday service by zoom, looking for ways to connect safely. For 
individuals coming into the building during office hours meant the opportunity for a 
conversation with either Christopher or me, to enjoy the art displayed in the Stairwell 
Gallery, or even just to sit in the nave and enjoy our beautiful windows. 
 
With the beginning of in-building services again in September, Jen Sharlow joined in 
providing office admin by being in the office during my trips to visit family, and weekly 
preparing the music PowerPoint slides needed for a Sunday 9am service. Jen’s warm 
smile and greeting as we come through the doors have been a great asset! 
 
The vision of the office admin position says it all…“To nurture an open, welcoming 
environment that supports people and our ministries.” 
 
Karen Fenimore  

 

 

Children’s Ministry 

 
I am a person who lives in hope.  
 
Not the kind of hope that is wishes, but the deeper, bigger sense of hope.  Hope is 
something we can’t see, but because of our faith we know it is there. I hope for good 
things to come, hope for God’s will to be done, and hope for everything to happen at 
the right time. I pray for patience and trust as abide in hope. 
 
As the pandemic lingered, this year hope was a bit more challenging.   
 
For most of the year the congregation was meeting weekly on zoom.   
I made Children’s Videos for each Sunday which have been posted to our YouTube 
channel for perpetuity. (Search in YouTube: St Philip Church Victoria and you will find 
sermons and children’s stories from this past year.) Two noteworthy videos were: 
Shepherds Shelly and Brian Irvine and their day-old lambs in Quick BC, and Fern and 
Mark Perkin’s indigenous song of prayer at Ross Bay Cemetery. 
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In September, thanks to Canada’s vaccination program, public health orders allowed us 
to meet again in person.  Numbers were small and smaller yet for children who couldn’t 
yet be vaccinated.  Downstairs was set up to provide socially distanced Sunday School.  
It had been more than a year and a half since children had been able to come to Sunday 
School, and Church for that matter.  Anyone small wouldn’t have memories of coming to 
Church, and participating in our practices, routines and traditions.  Friendly faces 
wouldn’t be familiar ones.  Building relationships became my focus.  Our lessons focused 
on classic stories of the Bible: Noah, Abraham, and during Advent, the Christmas Story.  
Thanks to Gerianne Knowles-Robson who gracefully provided steadfast help on Sunday 
mornings. 
 
Families participated in Church in different ways this year.   
They sent in videos of their children participating in readings for Lent and Advent and 
submitted videos as part of the children’s stories.   
We met in our parking lot in the sunshine on Halloween for a Trunk or Treat party. 
Thank yous for treats and games go to: Esther and Mark Graham, Annette and Raymond 
Fieltsch, Larry Anthony, Joan Sedgewick, Shari and Owen Alexander, Hazel and Graham 
Currie, Alica, Thalia and Sophia Schlag. 
Families sent in videos of their families’ Christmas traditions for our Pageant.   
 
There have been a few extra jobs I have said, yes, to this year:  filling the Birthday Bag, 
making a banner or two, organizing a tour of Ross Bay Cemetery, I was the liaison with 
the remediation company for the removal of graffiti, painting a couple of exterior walls, 
(Thanks to Ged and Ceal for the refinishing of our front doors), putting up strings and 
strings of Christmas lights in the Church garden. 
 
Reflection is a marvelous thing.  We can abundantly see God’s goodness and blessings.  
We see how he is at work.  We see He is faithful to us.  He is in our presence.   We can 
find Him as we find connection with each other   
Because of faith, we know Hope is here. 
 
Shannon Carmichael 

 

Youth Ministry 

As I have completed my second year with the youth, I am happy to report a year of fun, 

connection, and deepening community. Although the challenge of COVID has been 

ongoing, the youth have continued to create relationships and memories.  
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From January to September the youth met online due to COVID, with the exception of 

some outdoor distanced activities. We met consistently on Sunday mornings and two 

Saturdays a month for fun events. During the first part of the year this included online 

events like games nights, movies, a murder mystery party and online jeopardy. In 

person we were able to have some games days at Willows Beach in the summer and 

since indoor gatherings resumed in September, we have had fun participating in 

activities like laser tag, the board game cafe, movie making at church and a games and 

movie night at one of the youth’s homes. We also had great fun at the BBQ event in 

September, which was very kindly hosted by Larry Anthony and Joan Sedgwick. There 

were about 15 youth who attended! 

St. Philip Youth also participated in a Discussion Group every Sunday afternoon up until 

November. This was led by Leslie Flynn, the Family Coordinator from St. George’s and 

myself, either in person or on zoom depending on the current COVID restrictions. The 

purpose of this group was to be an inclusive space for youth who wished to delve 

deeper into their faith. We discussed a vast array of topics including Old Testament 

theology, justice and privilege as biblical themes, the Reformation, Christian traditions 

across denominations and God’s attributes. Youth were encouraged to choose topics 

and lead group meetings. Leslie and I led this together until July when Leslie moved on 

to focus on school. I ended the group in November, also to focus on school, but hope to 

reinstate it in 2022 if I can find another leader. 

Sunday mornings have consisted of sharing a bit about our weeks, a time for a game or 

activity, discussion time and a prayer to close. I have mainly used the Bible Project Bible 

Studies and videos as a resource to lead discussions. The Bible Project has an awesome 

team that creates video series focusing on specific Biblical themes such as the Psalms, 

God’s character, word studies and much more! Their theology is inclusive and focuses 

heavily on accurately understanding the bible in the context it was written. The Bible 

Studies require participation and conversation, which is a great way to encourage the 

youth to share their perspectives and form their own faith. The youth were very happy 

to resume meeting in person in September and we have also taken some time on 

Sundays to walk to the park or a nearby cafe. Leading up to Christmas we have used part 

of Sunday youth group to work on our contribution to the virtual Pageant, which Jenni 

Jennings did a wonderful job of coordinating.  

In January, Gavin returned from some time away. We were thrilled to have Gavin back! 

Since the summer, he has no longer been available for most Saturday events but has 

continued to work with the youth consistently on Sundays and at special events and has 

been a big blessing. Special thanks to Larry Anthony and Jessica Ryan who substituted 
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for Grace and Gavin a couple times this past year and to Caleb Hosie who helped lead 

during some zoom events last winter. I am planning to seek out more volunteers in the 

coming year. 

In June we had many high school graduates. We held an outdoor celebration with food 

and games at the McGhee’s home and dropped off cards and books to graduates’ 

homes who were unable to attend the celebration. A big thank you to the McGhee’s for 

opening their home.  

In late October we were able to hold a retreat at Camp Pringle in Shawnigan Lake for 

two nights over a weekend. We had lots of fun sharing meals together, canoeing, rock 

climbing, doing archery and crafting! On Sunday morning we enjoyed a peaceful chapel 

time before heading back to Victoria.  

COVID has restricted activity with the greater church community, however, St. Philip 

youth still participated in the Tolmie Regional High School youth group that continued 

on zoom and ended in June, since the leadership staff moved on from their positions. I 

have also collaborated with folks from St. Luke’s, St. George’s and St. John of the Divine 

to organize the new youth forum. This forum emerged from a conversation held by 

Bishop Anna in June to find a more accessible alternative for the youth diocesan 

delegate position. This position was officially removed at Synod council. Since April’s 

meeting we have met over zoom in June and December, with Bishop Anna being 

present in December. We have formed a working plan that was presented at Diocesan 

council in September. Emma Litzenberger was the main author of the plan’s description 

and did a wonderful job.  

Description of the youth forum: 

“The responsibilities of the Diocese of the islands and inlets youth forum are to connect 

youth from across the Diocese and to provide an approachable way for youth to engage 

with other members of the diocese, particularly diocesan leadership so they can raise 

questions, concerns, and motions. This will be done by organizing four meetings a year 

as well as running the Discord chat room, which are the responsibilities of the youth and 

youth workers involved. Youth will be updated through email and the Discord chat 

about the specific dates of the youth forum meetings.”  

We plan to hold two of these meetings online and two in person with fun events. As we 

plan more meetings for 2022, we hope this platform will cater to the youth’s specific 

passions and give them a strong sense of belonging and purpose in the greater church 

community. Youth leaders including Sharon Hallsor, Ruth MacIntosh and myself, will 

work to organize the youth forum activity for the coming year.  
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The youth decided to put their missions fund towards continuing to support Bruno. 

Bruno is an 8 year old sponsor child from Uganda through Food for the Hungry, who we 

have sponsored since 2019. The youth also decided to donate to the B.C. Cancer 

Foundation, the Canadian Mental Health Association and the Orangutang Project. 

Leading up to Christmas, we also gathered essential items for Street Hope for the third 

year in a row. We worked together with the help of the church to gather donations. 

Thank you very much to all who donated! 

I am grateful for the relationships that have continued to grow between the youth and 

myself and the continuous support of the church community. I am truly excited to see 

what 2022 holds as God continues to shine though the youth and church members. 

God Bless.  

Grace Bodie  

 

Verger 

The Verger duties for 2021 were maintained throughout the year, with adaptations for 

dealing with the ongoing pandemic. 

The established Covid-19 cleaning protocols continued, along with additional 

disinfecting routines developed for key church areas. This was modified as the church 

returned to in person services in September. 

Most maintenance items were dealt with through normal practices, including the usual 

plumbing issues (leaky toilets & faucets), various light bulb replacements, door lock 

issues and minor repairs completed. Even without being fully used, the church still has 

required items to fix.  

Other major activities were undertaken during the year while it was closed: 

• January:    Repair to flat roof above Sacristy and after 2nd leak later in      
                   December the year, approval to replace the roof which is still  

                    underway. 

• September: Removal of Wasps nest affecting the Rector’s office 
                    Minor work in relation to graffiti damage 

                    Consultation on Security cameras for the church     

• December: CRD Backflow prevention annual inspection  
                    Annual furnace maintenance & resolution of leaking egress piping 
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Communicating with the church leadership and office was maintained, as well as co-

ordination with the preschool to minimise disruption within the basement space. 

Neal Tucker 

 

Worship and Music 

Changes of Format and Technology 

The format of our worship continued to change this past year along with the hopes and 

disappointments shared by everyone in this second year of the pandemic.  From January 

through summer, we continued with a single 10 a.m. service with Zoom, assuming that 

with vaccination we would be getting back to close to normal, in-building worship by 

fall.  The Diocese allowed in-person worship again in July although still limiting capacity 

to 50%, but our parish council agreed that we should hold off on our triumphant return 

to gathering in person until September when we thought we could do so without 

restrictions after Christopher’s holidays were out of the way.   

A survey conducted for council by Larry Anthony found that while a large majority 

intended to return to their former in-person worship patterns, there was also majority 

support for continuing to provide an online option for attending services every week.  

To consider the best way to meet that need, a small tech group met at the start of 

summer and decided that we should provide livestreaming of the 9 a.m. in-building 

services rather than go back to a hybrid Zoom model like the one we used in fall of 

2020.  Unlike Zoom, livestreaming is passive rather than interactive, but it was assumed 

that with the lifting of capacity restrictions, only a small minority of parishioners would 

choose to not return to in-person worship in September.   

In our re-evaluation of our technology, it was also decided that we should change from 

using Easy Worship to Power Point as the software used for overhead projection of 

liturgy and lyrics in the 9 a.m. service.  This decision was made in the belief that would 

make the overhead projection job easier and allow us to rebuild a team for this 

important task.  Rather than expecting the projectionists to do all the preparation work 

each week, office staff would get a slide show ready which could be run with just a click 

to move slides ahead from beginning to end.  We believed that after an initial period of 
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additional work for office staff in building up a song bank of lyrics, the labour required 

for projection each week would be reduced and simplified.  

As summer progressed, the arrival of the Delta variant in B.C. disrupted everyone’s best-

laid (probably too optimistic) plans.  When we restarted our three Sunday services in 

September, capacity and other restrictions remained in place, and many still felt unsafe 

about worshiping in person again.  This reduced attendance at the 9 a.m. service more 

significantly than at the 8 and 11:15 a.m. services.  Livestreaming services and posting 

the videos for later viewing became more important than we had anticipated as a 

means of including more of the congregation.  

Throughout this year, we continued to rely very heavily on a few volunteers for the 

technology we needed to worship both virtually and in person.  Larry continued to act as 

Zoom host, joined in spring and summer by Clayton Savage on alternate weeks.  During 

the summer, Al Carmichael researched and put in place our livestreaming technology 

that we continue to rely upon at the start of 2022.  Kathy Fyfe stepped up to guide us 

through the transition to Power Point for overheads, as well as continuing to run the 

projector most weeks.  Jen Sharlow devoted most of her office assistant time to working 

on creating the slides for songs and liturgy.  

We are now starting to make the transition to sharing some of the technical workload.  

As the livestreaming system has become routine, several helpers have stepped forward 

to help with switching the cameras on a weekly basis.  Thanks are due to Karen Van 

Rheenen, Joan Sedgwick, Sharon Richmond, Jenni Jennings and Ceal McLean for taking 

this on, and to Al for continuing to supervise and mentor us and the equipment.  We are 

also grateful to Neil Ryan for sometimes giving Kathy a break on overheads but we are 

still in need of a group of volunteers to work with Kathy and take on the task of 

projectionist on a regular basis.  We haven’t yet settled into any kind of system or 

routine for doing sound, other than occasionally handing an unsuspecting person 

innocently sitting in the pews an iPad and telling them to mix.  The new sound system 

allows saving the settings and so we are probably at the point now where we can just 

rely on previous mixes for most services. 
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Music 

Returning to in-person worship has also meant the return of in-building music, although 

Diocese guidelines require everyone to wear masks even when leading singing.  As with 

technology, we have relied very heavily on a small number of volunteers to carry much 

of the weekly music.  The number of musicians still available to lead praise singing in the 

9 a.m. services has dropped, making us all the more dependent on those who remain 

able to volunteer.  We continue to be grateful to Zita Conway, Mike Pipes, Sharon 

Richmond, Stace McGhee, Amanda Weinerman, Ged and Ceal McLean, Chris and Alix 

Harvey, Wilf Davies, Christie and Lee Norman-Taal, Wade Fallan and Katherine Haupt 

who have all shared their talents through fall and Advent seasons.  For the 11:15 

services this fall, Julian Greenwood returned part time to play organ for Morning Prayer 

and Gillian Fosdick took on the project of assembling organ recordings to accompany 

hymn singing in Eucharist services as well as producing a book with lyrics.   

Thank you again to all those who have stepped up to make worship possible through 

their work in technology and music this past year.   

Dave Conway 

 

Prayers of the People 

 
At every Sunday morning service at St. Phillip throughout 2021, someone led the 
congregation in the ‘Prayers of the People.’ From January until August this was part of 
our ‘Zoom services.’ When we returned to ‘in-building worship’, these prayers were 
shared at all three services, at 8:00; 9:00 and 11:15 am. 
 
At first glance, one might wonder why such a small snippet of our life together could 
warrant its own space in the Annual Report, and yet knowing about the ‘the prayers of 
the people’ opens up a window to something essential about the nature of our parish 
life: The work of producing the ‘prayers of the people’ is collaborative. It is participatory. 
It is deeply prayerful. It is held in love and done with the decided intention of 
‘spaciousness.’ 
 
I usually write the prayers on a Wednesday morning. The timing is necessary so that 
they can be circulated, by Thursday to the church office and to any other principal 
people involved. I get out my lists – the roster that Karen Fenimore has sent out from 
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the office, of ‘who is on,’ leading the prayers this week; the Diocesan Prayers for the 
church, sent out quarterly from the Diocese; and the Prayer Chain list from Bonnie 
Pipes, of those friends in need, who covet our prayers. 
 
Then, I look at the date on the church calendar and the assigned readings, in case there 
is some aspect of the day that should be incorporated or celebrated. I look at the news 
to see if there is any event or any suffering, or a specific area of the world that we as a 
congregation would necessarily hold in concern, tenderness and prayer. I conclude by 
incorporating any names from our prayer chain list, for those in need.  
 
The next step is to email the document to person leading these prayers on Sunday 
morning. We are blessed as a parish with the people who participate in this ministry. 
With some concern about the danger of leaving anyone out, my thanks go to the current 
team:  Ruth McGhee; Sharon Richmond; Mark Graham and Joan Sedgwick. Christopher 
Page is the “default pray-er” and often leads this part of our service too. 
 
And to each one of these people – with the prayers I send out, goes the intention of 
‘spaciousness.’ For, without exception, every time I send them – I write –‘here they are 
– make them your own. Add or subtract anything you like.’  
 
If you have a prayer concern, please send it to Bonnie Pipes. If you would like to be part 
of this ministry, leading the prayers on a Sunday morning, please contact Christopher 
Page or Karen Fenimore. If you have any other comments, concerns or requests 
regarding the content or format of our weekly ‘prayers of the people’, don’t hesitate to 
contact me at gillianfosdick@shaw.ca. 
 
Gillian Fosdick 
 

Altar Guild 
 

The activities of St. Philip Altar Guild in 2021 were once again considerably reduced. 
 
A meeting was held in June on the Church lawn to discuss reopening in the fall and the 
Guild’s involvement. Our second and final meeting of the year was held in the church in 
November to discuss preparations for Advent and Christmas. With lower in-person 
attendance and the constraints of live-streaming visibility, decoration was simplified.  
A flower calendar for those wishing to sign up to donate flowers in memory of a person 
or occasion is still available, however, and donations for decorating at special festivals 
are always welcome. 



28                                                St. Philip Anglican Church, February 2022 
 

Our current membership now stands at 10. We would encourage anyone who might be 
interested in joining us as a member or simply to help with flowers or other tasks that 
may arise to let us know. 
 

Felicity Bradley 

Lesson Readers 

Lesson readers read the weekly scripture lessons taken from the Revised Common 
Lectionary…“A collection of readings from the Bible for use in Christian worship making 
provision for the liturgical year with its pattern of observances of festivals and seasons.”  
One of the aspects I like about following the lectionary is that churches around the 
world are reading the same scripture each week.  It gives a sense of unity of the people 
of Christian faith.  Our readers have faithfully read through these months of changes to 
our services…from in-building to zoom and back to in-building again.   
 
I want to express our gratitude for their part in our worship on Sundays. Our readers for 
the past year have been Larry Anthony, Beth Macdonald, Mike Pipes, Bonnie Bailey, 
David Bird, Esther Graham, Bruce Fyfe, Kathy Fyfe, Clayton Savage, Bruce Richmond, 
Barb Britton, Liz Vickers, Yvette Bird, Susan Smith, Nancy Geddes, Gaye Stone, Russ 
Harp, Victor Lotto, Pat Kilner, Sherry Armstrong, Dorothy Dahli, and Gillian Fosdick.   
 
Karen Fenimore 

 

Prayer Ministry 

The second year of Covid, of not meeting in the church building, of no prayer teams 

during the 9 o’clock church services. Of Zoom chats before the 9 o’clock service to keep 

us connected. Of one Sunday service, not three. I’m happy to report that the church 

Prayer Chain is still functioning. . . and has been for these past two Covid years. . . and, 

God willing, will continue in 2022. The Prayer Chain consists of Seventeen faithful 

members who pray privately for the list that comes out monthly with the latest 

requests, adding it to their own personal prayer intercessions. We are very blessed to 

have committed and dedicated individuals who bring petitions before the Throne of 

Grace, for people and situations inside the congregation and without. We have lost one 

valuable member of our Prayer Chain this year, with the passing of David Rolfe; sadly 

missed for his dedication and direct line to God.  
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Please get in touch if you would like to take advantage of this praying group - and have a 

request forwarded to the Prayer Chain. bonniecbailey@gmail.com. Respectfully 

submitted,  

Respectfully submitted by Bonnie Bailey for the St Philip Prayer Chain 

 

 

Envelope Secretary 

In this second year of Covid St. Philips has continued to be supported by generous 

parishioners through direct deposit giving, envelopes, e-transfers., mailing and dropping 

off donations at the church. I would like to thank the volunteer counters who have 

resumed helping each week counting donations and doing up the paperwork. If you are 

interested in getting envelopes or becoming a direct deposit giver or in using e-transfers 

please contact me: bettyandkendavidson@shaw.ca. 

 Blessings to you all, 

 Betty Davidson  

 

Website 

The website is a necessary tool for reaching members of the wider Victoria community 
but clearly takes a back seat in importance to communications via email for the 
congregation.  Viewer activity on the web state was steady during 2021, continuing 
throughout the year with an average of 5-10 viewers a day.  Viewership increased at 
significant points in the calendar year, such as the September re-opening to in-person 
worship but was otherwise low.  The total number of unique visitors was 3,347, almost 
the same as the 2020 total of 3,492 unique visitors.  Because all sermons were recorded 
for Zoom or online streaming, 100% of the sermons were able to be put in our sermon 
library, making it our most successful year ever for uploading sermons. The areas of 
most interest to viewers are the podcasts, information about the church and events.  
The website was kept up to date throughout the year, which wasn’t hard because very 
few events took place during 2021; however, the lack of activity also made it difficult to 
keep the website interesting with new material or photos.  
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After doing the website for 3 years, it is time for someone new to bring fresh energy to 
the work, so I leave the website in the very capable hands of Claudia De Veaux 
beginning in 2022. 

 
Ceal McLean 

 

 

 

Stairwell Gallery 

 

During 2021 the Stairwell Gallery continued to be a place for St Philip artists to share 
their gifts. This creativity and beauty was a very real encouragement to everyone who 
viewed the art; the work shared by the artists was particularly meaningful as the 
“audience” was much diminished with the physical restrictions in place. Thank you to 
each one for sharing the beauty you create! 
 

January/February Kari Jacobsen Large 

March/April Victor Lotto 

May/June Gillian Rhodes 

July/August 

Photography artists: Dorothy Dahli, 
Heather Page, Rachel Page, Dave Pretty, 
Jennifer Sharlow, Susan Paula Smith, Liz 
Vickers 

September/October Renee Reese, Oliver Reese 

November/December Mike Pipes 

 
Sharon Richmond 

 

 

Transforming Futures 

 

2021 was indeed transforming!  
 

With the election of a new Bishop in 2020 our Committee was uncertain of the 
impact that would have on the Transforming Futures fundraising initiative. Adding 
in the changing landscape around Covid, our Visioning Committee subsequently 
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slowed its activity.  
 

On April 20, 2021, Bishop Anna Greenwood-Lee and Brendan Neilson, the Vision 
Animator, joined/hosted Parish Council to meet the leadership of St Philip. We 
were hopeful to learn of the Diocese’s direction for Transforming Futures.  

 
The conversation centered around congregational development, and we were 
encouraged to “think about stretching the vision of who we are – who we want to 
be”. Specifically addressing the fundraising aspect of Transforming Futures, it was 
the Bishop’s goal that all parishes would ultimately be self-sustaining.   

 
St Philip leadership has been dealing with the many changes that Covid has 
brought to our parish life. Add to this Christopher’s then-unknown-but-anticipated 
retirement and Karen Fenimore’s impending retirement from the office, as well as 
Grace’s transition out of youth work in the summer of 2022! The real challenges 
facing our church will be to welcome an interim priest or new incumbent, recruit 
new staff, keep the infrastructure of the parish operating smoothly, and to support 
our continuing staff, volunteer leaders and parishioners during a period of 
transition.  

 
The Transforming Futures initiative did not appear to be a priority with the Diocese 
and it seemed good for us to close the committee in September, 2021. 
 
With many thanks to each person who contributed to this work: 
Lisa Alexander, David Bird, Shannon Carmichael, Ken Davidson, Jenny Jennings, 
Alice Jourmel, Stacy McGhee, Renee Reese, Jennifer Sharlow, Judith Slimmon, 
Claudia de Veaux, Carmie Verdone 
 
Yvette Bird and Sharon Richmond 

 

 

 

Pageant 

Who would have thought that we would be once again present our annual Christmas 
pageant virtually? Fortunately, we had a great framework from 2020 to work from to 
weave another lovely way in which we as a community tell the Christmas story. 
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As you might suspect, the planning and thinking start a long time before December, 
(already thinking about how 2022 might look☺) and it takes so many folks, so many 
ideas, and so many small offerings to produce an on-line version. 
 

This year, we were true to the tradition of storytelling and scripture readings, provided 
by individuals reading and sending a video in.  We also had the carols that mean so 
much in the season, provided by Dave and the music team, and families once again 
using the magic of virtual recording. 
 

And this year, we reprised out puppets, Arthur and Sally, through the Bird Family.  And 
we were able to add our friends Bruno and Theodore as they explained being 
shepherds.  Such fun. We were able to amass a large body of pictures from past years, 
plus some from this year including some provided by our youth group and Sunday 
school, and many of which we could fit in to the final product 
 

And of course, all woven together by Alan and Ian Carmichael with their digital 
knowhow. 
 

The number of viewers, according to YouTube is 155.  I’d say another success. 
 

Jenni Jennings 

 

 

Missions Committee 

March 1, 2021 

Missions Committee: 

Present: Jennifer Sharlow; Jackie Prowse; Liz Holloway; Evelyn Dowman 

INTERNATIONAL:  

Missions 2020 2021 

Precious Jewels $4,000. $6,000. 

Canadian Foundation for 
the Children of Haiti 

$4,000. $6,000. 

Jolly Nyeko $1,000. $1,000. 

Primates World Relief and 
Development Fund 

 $1,500.  

TOTAL $9,000. $14,500. 
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LOCAL:  

Contemplative Society $1600. $2,000. 

Threshold Ministries            
(Street Hope) 

$2500. $4,000. 

T-Birds $1200. $1,200. 

Emmaus Community $1300. $1,300. 

South Island Centre for 
Counselling 

$1900. $2,000. 

Shelbourne Community 
Kitchen 

$1,000. $2000. 

Youth Group to Allocate $1,000.  $2,000. 

Pilgrimage: University 
chaplaincy 

$1,000.  

TOTAL $11,500. $14,500.  

 

Discussion: 

Principles: 

1: 50% approximately international; 50% Local 

2: The organization has a connection to St. Philips 

Budget:  

It was agreed at the AGM that 10% of bequests would be allocated to Missions. The 

total allocation for 2021 is a base of $22,000. Plus $7,800 from bequests for a total of 

$29,800.  

Recommendation:  

Along with the allocations noted above, the committee is recommending holding back 

$300. for any need that comes up during the year.   

 

Karen Van Rheenen 
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ST. PHILIP ANGLICAN CHURCH Parish Council 2022 
     
  WARDEN: 2-year term  
 

                Karen Van Rheenen (1 year remaining) 
                Nomination: Larry Anthony for 2-year term  
 

        
  SYNOD DELEGATES: 3-year term   
 
              Dave Conway (2 years remaining) 
               Karen Van Rheenen (2 years remaining) 
               Grace Bodie (2 years remaining)         
               Jennifer Sharlow (1 year remaining) 
 
     
   TREASURER: Mark Graham  
 
         

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBER AT LARGE 
             Gillian Fosdick (1 year remaining) 
             Esther Graham (1 year remaining) 
             Evelyn Savage (1 year remaining) 
 
            Nominees 3 for 2-year term:  
            Mark Laidlaw  
            Eric Reiter  
            Marcus Schlag 
     


