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Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

The Book of Revelation 

Lesson 16 

Chapter 9 

 

• Tonight as we continue our study of Revelation, we come to chapter 9, which is a 

continuation of chapter 8 

• In chapter 8, we examined the first 4 “trumpets” and in chapter 9 we will examine the 5th and 

6th trumpets 

• In total there are 7 trumpets that will sound during the Great Tribulation, ushering in 

judgment upon man and the earth 

 

1) The Fifth Trumpet 

a) v.1 tells us that “a star” has “fallen” to the earth 

1) Don’t get this star confused with the star mentioned in 8:10, for in chapter 8 the star is 

a literal star and is referred to as “it” 

2) But in chapter 9, this star is symbolic, and is personified, as the verse says, “And I 

saw a star fallen from heaven to the earth.  To him was given the key to the 

bottomless pit.” 

3) Throughout the Bible, “star” is used to represent “angels.”  It’s also important to note 

that this “star” or person has “fallen” 

4) The Greek word translated “fallen” is in the perfect tense, which means that it is a 

past action with results that continue into the future 

5) Salvation is often mentioned in the perfect tense, for it is a onetime event from the 

past with results that continue into the future 

6) Therefore, this “star” fell in the past, but his fall continues to effect the earth. 

7) Can you think of anyone who has fall from Heaven will continue to effect the  earth 

in the future?    SATAN 

8) We are told of Satan’s fall in Isaiah 14: 12-17, Ezekiel 28, and Luke 10:18 

9) Notice “what” the star is given . . . “the key to the bottomless pit” Some translations 

read, “the key to the shaft of the abyss.” 

10) Luke 8:31 tells us that this is the abode of the demons.  This is clearly a reference to a 

specific place in Hell that will be opened when the 5th trumpet sounds. 

11) It is this same location that Revelation 20: 1-3 where Satan will be bound for 1,000 

years during the millenial reign of Christ upon the earth 

12) Luke 8:31, as Jesus is dealing with the Gadarean demoniac named Legion, “And they 

(Legion) begged Him (Jesus) that He would not command them to go out into the 

abyss.” 

13) The “abyss” is obviously a place that the demons detest, and once loosed they will 

literally create “Hell on Earth” 

b) V. 2 tells us that when the “bottomless pit” is opened, “smoke arose out of the pit like the 

smoke of a great furnace.  So the sun and the air were darkened because of the smoke of 

the pit.” 

1) It is obvious that this event will not go unnoticed, for this smoke will gain the world’s 

attention and serve as the “calm before the storm” 
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2) But the “smoke” of v. 2 is not the “woe” referred to in v. 12, for v.3 says, “Then out 

of the smoke locusts came upon the earth.” 

3) Locusts were a catastrophic pest in the days in which John was writing, but these 

locusts are unlike anything the world had ever experienced before 

4) Yet, these locusts are different than those the people in John’s day were familiar with 

c) v. 4, “They were commanded not to harm the grass of the earth, or any green thing, or 

any tree, (the exact opposite of what normal locusts do)  

1) Walvoord says, “ . . . these are not natural locusts, but a visual representation of the 

hordes of demons loosed upon the earth.” (Walvoord, p. 160) 

2) When locusts are present nothing green is left standing.  Here, we see the locusts do 

not strip the world of mankind, but only a certain portion (we’ll get there in a minute) 

3) Also, the Proverbs tell us that locusts have no “king” over them, yet we’ll see in a 

minute that these locusts have a king/ruler 

4) Throughout the Bible, locusts are the result of judgement upon a wicked world, and 

they are pictured in similar fashion here in Revelation 

5) The locusts are described in v. 7-10 

d) v. 7, “the shape of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle” 

1) They are NOT horses, but like horses for they are swift 

2) v. 7, “on their head were crowns” 

3) They had power and flaunted it 

4) v. 7, “their faces were like the faces of men” 

5) Implies that they are intelligent.  They have the ability to discern “who” has been 

sealed of God, and “who” has not 

e) v. 8, “hair like women’s hair and their teeth were like lion’s teeth.” 

1) Criswell says, “they have destructive strength” 

f) v. 9, “breastplates of iron” 

1) Difficult to confront 

2) v. 9, “the sound of the wings was like the sound of chariots with many horses running 

into battle.” 

3) Implying speed, and the impossibility of evading their attack 

4) Emphasis is then placed upon their tails . . . 

g) v. 10, “They had tails like scorpions, and there were stings in their tails.  Their power was 

to hurt men five months.” 

1) We should see both the thorough judgement of God and the sovereign limitation of 

God’s judgement in this 5 month period of time 

2) Compare this to God’s words to Satan concerning Job, “You can take away 

everything he possesses, you can afflict him with boils from the top of his head to the 

sole of his foot, but you are not to touch his (Job’s) life.” 

3) Has anyone here ever been stung by a scorpion? 

4) I haven’t, but I am told of the agony through which a person goes through when a 

scorpion strikes 

5) For three days, a scorpion sting causes fever, swelling, and intense pain 

6) Now I don’t believe that people will literally be stung by scorpions, however the 

“sting” that these locusts deliver is compared to the pain and suffering inflicted by 

scorpions 

7) But notice how long these scorpions will “torment” the earth . . . 5 months! 
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8) In the Middle East, the locust “season” is usually about 5 months, therefore we should 

take this literally as 5 months. 

9) Walvoord says, “This is a horrible picture of domination by demons to such an extent 

that men lose their ability of free choice and are in agony of body and soul.” 

(Walvoord, p. 161) 

h) v. 6, “men will seek death and not find it; they will desire to die, and death will flee from 

them.” 

1) One commentator wrote, “Even the hope of death to deliver them from their present 

troubles is taken away from them in that dark hour.  They are left to face their trial 

and affliction with any way of escape.” (Walvoord, p. 162) 

i) v. 4, “They were commanded not to harm the grass of the earth, or any green thing, or 

any tree, but only those men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads.” 

1) Remember, in that day the only people to have the “seal of God on their foreheads” 

will be the 144,000 Jewish Evangelists (see 7:3) 

j) v. 11, Now notice the locusts “leader” 

1) The Hebrew name “Abaddon” and the Greek name “Apollyon” both mean 

“destroyer” 

2) The leader of this vast army is none other than Satan himself!   

3) In our day, Satan masquerades as an “angel of light” however when the 5th trumpet 

sounds the world will see Satan for who, and what, he truly is . . . a destroyer! 

4) Therefore, the 5th trumpet will sound the advent of demonic torment, oppression, and 

persecution upon the earth . . . of the likes that has never been seen before! 

5) At the end of the 5th trumpet, John says in v. 12, “One woe is past.  Behold, still two 

more woes are coming after these things.” 

6) The last 3 trumpets are full of intense they are called, “woes.” 

7) Those who are alive in those days will find that God’s judgement upon them will 

grow exponentially greater, and more intense, at the sounding of each trumpet! 

2) The Sixth Trumpet 

a) v. 13, “Then the sixth angel sounded:  And I heard a voice from the four horns of the 

golden altar which is before God,” 

1) John’s view is now back in Heaven, and he hears the voice of God saying, “Release 

the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.” (v. 14) 

2) We have a similar view of Heaven in 8:3 and in 6:9, where the souls of the martyrs 

are crying out to God for vengeance upon their persecutors 

3) Many commentators believe that it is during these final trumpets that God is judging 

those murderers 

b) v. 15, “So the four angels who had been prepared for the hour and day and month and 

year, were released to kill a third of mankind.”  

1) During the 5th trumpet, Satan and his followers can only torment man, but during the 

6th trumpet they are allowed to kill man 

2) These angels are under divine command, they cannot act without the express consent 

of Almighty God 

3) “Who” are these angels?   

4) These are NOT the same 4 angels mentioned in 7:1, for these in chapter 9 have been 

prepared just for this event. 
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5) The angels of chapter 9 are described as being “bound.”  Holy angels are not bound, 

but wicked angels are, therefore these are 2 different groups 

6) “Why” the “river Euphrates”? 

7) Some think that the invasion of the “locusts” will begin in the middle/far east because 

16:12 tells of such an invasion coming from the East as the 6th Bowl is poured out, 

“Then the sixth angel poured his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was 

dried up, so that the way of the kings from the East might be prepared.” 

8) These angels were then followed by a tremendous army, numbering 200 million 

9) Lined up, this army would be 1 mile wide and 87 miles long (Criswell, p. 191) 

10) In John’s day this number would have seemed unbelievable for there probably were 

not that many people even on the planet at that time 

11) Yet, in our day, we know we have a number of countries that have populations 

greatly exceeding this number! 

12) Remember, this army of 200 million will be raised after ½ of the earth’s population 

has been decimated by famine and the sword! 

c) v. 17-19 seem to describe an army the likes of which had never been seen before, and in 

essence could be a mechanized, high tech, modern army 

1) Many scholars seem to agree that John’s vision was of a modern army the likes of 

which were beyond his understanding and ability to describe, but fall well within the 

ability of you and I to reasonably accept and comprehend 

d) v. 20, the worst part of this entire ordeal is found in this verse, “But the rest of mankind 

(1/3) who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, 

that they should not worship demons, and idols of gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, 

which can neither see nor hear nor walk.”  

1) Between those who perish during 4th seal (1/4 of the earth) and those who perish 

during the 6th trumpet (1/3) of the earth, we see over half the earth’s population 

perish! 

2) Not since the days of Noah, has God judged the earth in this fashion! 

e) v. 21, “And they (1/3 which remained) did not repent of their murders or their sorceries 

or their sexual immorality or their thefts.” 

1) Notice that there will 4 sins that will be widely accepted and practiced in those days 

Murder, sorcery, sexual immorality, and theft 

2) Criswell says, “One of the strange things about human nature is that a man is not 

changed because of punishment.  We do not change a man through incarceration or 

imprisonment.  He may desist from evil because he is afraid, but his heart is still evil.  

He would do the evil if he could get by with it.  A man is really changed only by the 

Gospel of the grace of the Son of God.  He is a new man only in a new birth, in the 

creation of a new commitment. . . . Our hope lies in the saving power of the Gospel of 

Christ.” 

3) Are these widely accepted and practiced today?  You bet! 

4) Therefore, let us commit ourselves to do all we can, to tell as many people as we can, 

about the salvation provided by Jesus for men, women, boys, and girls may soon be 

forced to endure the hardships we have examined tonight if they reject Jesus as 

Savior! 
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