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A little story: 

 

A tourist arrives at a restaurant and is told there are no tables available. "What if the Prime 

Minister arrived. Would you have a table for him?" he asks. "Of course!" replies the hotel staff. 

The tourist responds, "Well, the Prime Minister isn't coming. I'll take his table." 

1 Corinthians 13:1-6 

 

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a 

clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am 

nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do 

not have love, I gain nothing. 

 

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist 

on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in 

the truth. 

 

On June 12, 2016, Omar Mateen, a 29-year-old man, killed 49 people and wounded 53 more in 

a mass shooting at Pulse, a gay nightclub in Orlando, Florida, United States. Orlando Police 

officers shot and killed him after a three-hour standoff. 

 

Three different stories/quotes that seem to have nothing to do with each other: a joke about a 

table, scripture about love, and a mass murder. But the reality is, they have very much to do 

with each other. 

 

When you enter this church and look to the front, the eye is drawn to the altar, that beautifully 

carved, wooden altar so lovingly dressed in beautiful linens. Candles illuminate it and flowers 

enhance its beauty. 

 

Why do we pay so much attention to that piece of furniture? Why is it the focal point of this 

also beautiful sanctuary? To answer that, just listen to the liturgy, the service, as it progresses.  

We begin with praise and confession. We read scripture. We pray for each other. And then we 

confess. Right before we confess, we are reminded that God is steadfast in love and infinite in 

mercy. A nice reminder before we are told that God welcomes sinners, (that is us), and invites 

us to God’s table.  

 

That table, that God invites us to, is represented right at the front of our church, the altar. You 

see, the altar that Jesus was sacrificed on has been transformed into a table where all  
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of us are welcome. Soon after our confession, I will set that table, with a cup, a plate, bread, 

and wine. We will review a bit of the history that brought us here and then I will consecrate 

that bread and wine. Then we approach that table, gather around, and share in the meal we 

have prepared. And although the Prime Minister isn’t there, our King has given us our place at 

the table. And all of us are welcome in this church, and once we have dedicated our lives to 

God at baptism, we are all welcome to the table.  

 

That beautiful table is here for us. Each time we come to the table; we are changed to be a little 

more like Christ.  

 

As we listen to the scripture being read, it also changes us. 1 Corinthians 13 is a passage that 

most of us are familiar with, if only from hearing it at weddings and funerals. As we prepare to 

come and be fed, feed on that scripture: listen again to what is declares and mull it over. 

 

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a 

clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am 

nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do 

not have love, I gain nothing. 

 

Many times, in scripture, we are told: love is the most important thing to have. Jesus, Himself, 

commands us to love our neighbour as ourselves, doesn’t He?  

 

That brings us to our third story: the mass murder on this date in 2016. 49 people killed and 53 

wounded. In a gay bar. These people had done nothing wrong except in the eyes of the murder 

they loved the wrong person. They loved a person who had the same gender as they did. 

 

In 2019, Canadian police reported 263 hate crimes against the LGBTQ2+ community, a 41 per 

cent increase over the previous year and the highest total since 2009. 

 

Canada is now home to about one million people who identify as members of the LGBTQ 

community, with people under the age of 25 accounting for a disproportionately large share of 

the LGBTQ population. 

 

Scripture reminds us that the greatest commandment is to love God but also to love our 

neighbours as ourselves. Our gay and lesbian Christians are our neighbours. In Jesus’ day, it was 

lepers who were set apart and shunned from society.  Jesus marched up to them, named the  
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real disease, which was prejudice, and healed it with the grace of inclusion. As we do unto 

them, we do unto God.  

 

Our decision to welcome all is based on the belief that the words of the Apostle Paul to the 

Galatians are true for the church today: “All who have been baptized into Christ have put on 

Christ. There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male or female, for all are one in Christ.” 

We do not restrict access based on colour, gender, sexuality, clothing, height, weight, 

nationality, age, or education. All who have been baptised have put on Christ. All are one in 

Christ. Not some. Not a few. ALL. We have all been created in the image of God. 

 

Did you know that according to the Canadian Mental Health Association: 

LGBTQ people face: 

 

• Higher rates of depression, anxiety, obsessive-compulsive and phobic disorders, 

suicidality, self-harm, and substance use  

 

• Double the risk for post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) than heterosexual people 

 

• LGBTQ youth face approximately 14 times the risk of suicide and substance abuse than 

heterosexual peers 

 

• 77% of trans respondents in an Ontario-based survey had seriously considered suicide 

and 45% had attempted suicide 

 

• Trans youth and those who had experienced physical or sexual assault were found to be 

at greatest risk. 

 

Our LGBTQ2+ neighbours are suffering. How can we help? One good place to start is to have a 

conversation with these neighbours and get to know them. You say you don’t know any? Come 

to the flats this afternoon for the St. Marys Pride Festival. As we encounter the “other” we 

learn. As we learn we discover that the love they share with their partner is an expression of 

love that allows them to experience a sample of God’s love just as love in a hetero couple does. 

 

Three stories that bring us to the one truth. This table is set for everyone.  

 

Isn’t God amazing? 


