
Sunday Worship, February 6, 2022,10am

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

As you know, we now gathering both in-person and online.

If you are worshipping at home, you may access 

the livestream of the service in one of two ways.

If you prefer to watch on youtube, the link and Bulletin will be in an email 

that will go out Sunday at 6am.



The service will also be live on the church’s Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstCongregationalBranford/

Each Sunday, BCTV Cable 18 airs the worship service 

from the previous Sunday at 5:30pm.

Call to the Annual Meeting of the First Congregational 

Church

The 378th Annual meeting of the First Congregational Church of Branford will 

be held on Sunday, February 6, 2022, following the 10am service. The 

purposes of the meeting will be:

• To transfer $42,600 from the First Ecclesiastical Society Fund to the 2022 

Operating Budget to offset ministerial housing compensation costs 

• To approve the proposed FCCB budget for 2022. 

• To receive the annual reports of officers, boards, committees, and 

organizations affiliated with FCCB 

• To elect officers, board and committee members and delegates of the church 

for 2022 

• To take any other action that may properly come before this meeting

The 2021 Annual Reports are available outside the church office.

Annual Reports will also be available on our website for viewing or downloading 

at the following link: 

https://www.firstcongregationalbranford.org/members-friends/pages/annual-

report

The Annual Meeting of the Child Development Center of the First 

Congregational Church will also be held on February 6th, immediately before 

the FCC Annual Meeting.

Kerry Stewart, Faith Formation Coordinator, will be providing childcare 

during the Annual Meeting for anyone who wants it. We will be in Pilgrim 

Hall with an activity and games. Children will need to be picked up after 

the meeting.



Reconnect with AUF, Inc.

AUF, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) organization that partners with community leaders in 

Guayaquil, Ecuador in three key development areas: housing, health, and 

education.

AUF, Inc. has roots within the First Congregational Church of Branford. In 1999, 

a group of volunteers from the church visited the barrio of Guasmo Sur for the 

first time, and started building bathrooms for families who had no indoor 

plumbing. Since then, AUF, Inc. has graduated to renovating and building entire 

houses, and added education and health programs in the community.

There are many ways to support AUF, Inc. You can learn more about our 

organization online at www.auf-ecuador.org or by visiting our Facebook Page.

Two important initiatives for 2022 include funding our scholarship program for 

K-12 students and building an addition to a local health clinic in Guasmo Sur.

• Creación de alumnos sin fronteras provides student scholarships to cover 

school expenses (matriculation fees, uniforms, textbooks, etc.) as well as a 

robust after-school tutoring program and enrichment activities. CASF relies on 

donations to pay for these program costs and you can sponsor a student 

directly and build a special relationship. You can read our students’ 

autobiographies on our website. 

• While our building projects are still on hold for 2022, we will support the 

construction of an addition to Guasmo Sur’s local health clinic this summer. The 

small health clinic is a primary source of care for women, children and the 

elderly. It serves about 2,500 patients a month and is currently the only public 

health center in Guasmo Sur that provides free prescription medications, family 

planning, psychiatric services and routine vaccinations for infants and children.



If you would like to learn more about our in-person building trips, you can find 

more information on our website. We hope you will join us when we return in 

the summer of 2023!

February 6, 2022

Prelude: Adagio, Beethoven - Phil Rinehart 

Introit: Jesus Stand Among Us

Liturgist: Chip Marsh 

Hymn of Praise: Holy, Holy, Holy

Anthem How Firm a Foundation, P. Chopin 

Scripture Reading:

Isaiah 6:1-8 https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=510757273

Luke 5:1-11 https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=510757303

Sermon: Keep Fishin' - Rev. Joseph Perdue 

Hymn of Reflection: Jesus Calls Us

Sharing the Elements Let Us Break Bread Together

Communion Hymn: We Gather Here In Jesus’ Name (Come Share the Lord)

Mission Moment: FCCB Kids 

Offertory: What Gift Can We Bring

Hymn of Dedication: Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore

Benediction Response: God Be With You

Postlude: Lift Up Ye Gates Eternal Diemer - Phil Rinehart

Your Offering

We are so very grateful for your generosity. It makes a real difference. 

Every little bit of your generosity counts and we thank you so much! 

FCCB, 1009 Main St., Branford, CT 06405 Thank you for being the Church!



Faith Formation Focus with Kerry

First of all, a big thank you to our Youth Group who showed up Sunday 

afternoon to pack Valentine’s for our Love Fest on February 13th. We had fun 

and got so much done. If you ask me, these are great people to spend your 

Sunday afternoon with! We look forward to seeing you all at Love Fest!

As we are back to in-person Worship this week, so is Sunday School! 

We’ll begin in the Chapel as it is a Communion Sunday. We will be working 

together on a project, and everyone is encouraged to bring a favorite blanket! 

I’ll have extras if you don’t bring yours. See you Sunday morning at 10am in the 

Chapel. We will join families in Worship for Communion. Child Care is 

available during the Annual Meeting on Sunday, February 6th. We will exit 

the Meetinghouse as soon as Worship is over and will be in Pilgrim Hall playing 

and crafting until the children are picked up.

Pilgrim Fellowship Youth Group will be working the Love Fest! Youth and their 

families are needed for set up, collecting the donations for the Branford Food 

Pantry as well as hosting a special coffee hour on Sunday February 13th. 

Check your email for more details and please RSVP to Kerry to let her know 

you will be there and how you are able to help.

I will see you all on Sunday!

In Peace, 

Kerry Stewart 

Faith Formation Coordinator 

kerry@firstcongregationalbranford.org



Love Fest 2022

Loving on our Neighbors and our Community 

Sunday, February 13 from 11am-12:30pm

Come join us for our 2nd Annual Love Fest! This 

year, we are doing a food drive for the Branford 

Food Pantry (as we did last year) and we are 

adding a Blanket Drive for Church World Service 

(CWS.) The items that the Branford Food Pantry is the most in need of are 

listed below.

Sunday, February 13th we’ll be celebrating the Love together! We will be 

collecting and blessing the donations for our community as well as 

hosting a special “coffee hour to go” with our noisy offering jars available 

for any loose change you’d like to contribute as well.

So, how can you help? 

• Donate Food! The items listed below are the most requested. You can bring it 

to the church during office hours or bring it for our drive by event on Sunday 

February 13th from 11am-12:30pm 

• Donate to support the Branford Food Pantry: We are accepting financial 

donations that will be sent to the Branford Food Pantry to support the work they 

do. 

• Donate to support CWS: Each blanket cost $10. These blankets go to 

victims of natural disasters, shelters, food banks and so much more. Let’s help 

our neighbors stay warm!

Branford Food Pantry Needs:

High Need Items: (Need most and have difficulty getting from the Food Bank 

on a regular basis)

Vegetarian Items (in general, many more individuals are vegetarian) 

Soups 

Canned Tomatoes 

Canned Pasta (SpaghettiOs’s etc.) 

Baked Beans (vegetarian preferred)

Kids Snacks:

Raisins 



Small box Pudding/ Jello Cups 

Fruit Cops 

Cheese Crackers 

Pretzels 

Granola Bars

Always Need Items:

Peanut Butter 

Jelly/Jam 

Tuna 

Canned chicken 

Mac and cheese 

Shelf Stable Milk 

Cereal 

Gluten Free Items 

Rice (1 or 2 lb bags) 

Brown Rice

In Peace and Health,

Kerry Stewart 

Faith Formation Coordinator 

kerry@firstcongretationalbranford.org



Church World Service (CWS) Blankets

Congregations around the world host CWS Blanket offerings to live out a 

mission to serve God’s people near and far; and that’s exactly how two 

congregations in Washington state became connected. First Presbyterian 

Church of Everett has been hosting “Dinner at the Bell” for 18 years. This 

weekly event is for low-income families, veterans, homeless, people with 

addictions – any community members in need - all are welcome. Along with a 

hot meal, guests receive blankets and hygiene kits. “A lot of places push 

homeless people away, and it is nice for churches to open their arms to help 

people,” said Amanda, a guest at “Dinner at the Bell.”

In the same city, only five miles away, Cascade View Presbyterian Church 

fundraises for the blanket ministry of CWS so that organizations and churches 

like First Presbyterian can serve those in need. “We have a church that believes 

strongly in how God calls us to love and reach out,” says Pastor Luke Hyder of 

Cascade View Presbyterian. “We as a church want to make tangible differences 

for those in need.”

One church gives money so the other can give blankets, and together they give 

hope and a tangible reminder of God’s love. Hope is powerful, especially in 

times like these. Will you answer the call to serve God’s people and give hope 

today?

CWS BLANKETS Showing God's love to all: a tale of two churches 

Donate today to provide CWS Blankets to warm the hearts and hands of people 

in need. As part of our LOVE FEST on Sunday February 13th we are 

helping keep our neighbors warm by donating to CWS Blanket program. 

Just $10 buys a blanket that then goes to someone in need, even those 

right here in our own community. Please consider donating.



Epiphany Sermon Series: A Light to Enlighten The 

Nations

“For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the 

presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to 

your people Israel.” These lines from the Song of Simeon (Luke 2:29–32) speak 

of the season of Epiphany, the light of Christ for all the world. The audacity of 

the gospel is that the light shining in Jesus shone far beyond Israel to illuminate 

the whole world. During the season of Epiphany, we will focus on the steadily 

increasing light of Christ in the world of Luke and see how the light of Christ 

grows in our time. We will see how the light of Christ reached outsiders from the 

beginning and continued to grow, lighting the dark places throughout our world 

and in our own hearts.

• January 9: Baptism of Christ Sunday: Jesus’ Baptism empowers mission, 

both his and ours. (Luke 3:15-22) 

• January 16: Second Sunday After Epiphany At Cana, Jesus begins his work 

of illuminating dark places with a celebration (John 2:1-11) 

• January 23: Third Sunday After Epiphany Jesus returns home to announce 

his mission to bring God’s justice to the oppressed (Luke 4:14-21) 

• January 30: Fourth Sunday After Epiphany Jesus’ neighbors and former 

friends become enraged when they realize that God’s mercy includes all the 

wrong people. (Luke 4:21-30) 

• February 6: Fifth Sunday After Epiphany As Jesus calls his earliest 

followers, he sets the tone for how he responds to our sin and shortcomings: 

forgiveness, inclusion, and call. (Luke 5:1-11) 



• February 13: Sixth Sunday After Epiphany In the “Sermon on the Plain,” 

Luke’s version of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus tells his friends about the 

counter-intuitive and unexpected nature of God’s blessings. (Luke 6:17-26) 

• February 20: Seventh Sunday After Epiphany Jesus continues the Sermon 

on the Plain, challenging us to follow God’s example of radical and inclusive 

love. (Luke 6:27-28) 

• February 27: Transfiguration Sunday: As Jesus is literally bathed in light, the 

heroes of the past challenge us not to box in the message of God’s love. (Luke 

9:28-43)

ATTENTION

The church office has a crockpot which was left after the 

church fair's Grab and Go on December 3, 2021.

Please call the office at 203-488-7201 and identify it if it belongs to you.

Thank you

SNEC, UCC, Environmental Justice Internship

The Southern New England Conference, UCC is pleased to announce an 

Environmental Justice Internship for 2022-2023! The Environmental Justice 

Intern will help us create and lead school-year programming for youth or other 



church groups, hosted at two of our Outdoor Ministry sites, Silver Lake in 

Sharon, Connecticut and Irons Homestead, North Scituate, Rhode Island. We 

are now accepting applications from young adults with a passion for 

environmental justice, working with youth, and grounding in our justice-seeking 

faith!

https://www.sneucc.org/environmental-justice-internship

Knit, Purl and Pray

We will wear masks and be socially distanced in the Russel Room, but we can 

once again be together and catch up on the past 14 months. Anyone is 

welcome whether you can knit or crochet or neither. We can teach you. We 

make prayer shawls, baby hats, and work on our own craft projects.

We meet on the second and fourth Thursdays of each month at 10:00 – 11:30. 

Our next sessions will be February 10th & February 24th.

Please join us!



GROCERY CARDS WILL BE SOLD AFTER WORSHIP ON SUNDAYS

Big Y Stop and Shop

Did You Know… FCC Branford makes 5% of every dollar on the grocery cards 

we sell?

If you buy a $100 grocery card, you get $100 in groceries, and FCC gets $5! It’s 

that easy. This currently adds up to about $2000 income annually for FCC and 

could easily be more. We offer both $50 and $100 Stop and Shop cards and 

$50 and $100 Big Y cards. Cards are sold after worship every Sunday. Why not 

try it out and help support FCC?

THANK YOU

Kids Weekend Meal Pick Up

Weekend food for Branford children will be distributed at:

Feed Branford Kids Warehouse - 29 Business Park Dr.



Every Thursday, 5-6 PM

Free for all Branford Children

For further information, please go to www.feedbranfordkids.org, or find 

@feedbranfordkids on Facebook.

The Branford Microfund, Inc.

The Branford Microfund, Inc. is a 501c3 nonprofit whose mission is to help 

members of the Branford community, in need of assistance to see them through 

a financial emergency. Something a bank can’t or won’t do.

The Microfund offers loans of up to $3,000, interest free, with up to 30 months 

to repay. The loans are for unexpected, non-recurring expenses such as the 

purchase of a car needed to get to and from work, a major car repair, dental 

work, etc. The application process is confidential. All you need to show is the 

ability to repay the loan without interest in up to 30 months.

The FCCB Mission Board, the Branford Rotary Club, the Branford Community 

Foundation and others have made generous donations to the Microfund to fund 

its mission.

For additional information on how to apply for a loan or make a donation, go to 

www.branfordmicrofund.org . Brochures are also available in the Church office. 

Remember, all inquiries are completely confidential.

Betsy Gay

Norb Church

Chip Marsh



Sunday Flower Chart

If you are able to contribute $35 for 

flowers, please consider signing up 

on the flower chart located on the 

bulletin board outside the Russel 

Room. You can also call or send an 

e-mail and Missy will sign up for 

you. Include who/what you would 

like the flowers to be in 

honor/memory/celebration of.

Thank you so much for keeping our 

altar adorned, and our flower fund supported!

For Our Prayers This Week

We give thanks for…

The return to normalcy - step by step

We pray for…

Ethel Marchesseault (Linda’s mother) and Linda's Brother-in-law Charlie 

Barbara O'Keefe 

John Woods



Ongoing prayers for…

Tom Spivey (Linda Mitchell’s father), Andrew Buggee (son of Jeff Buggee), 

Marissa, Betsy Boynton, Ruth Greco (Mae Genovese’s sister), Zak and 

EmmaRae Carroll, Alberto Tirry (friend of Deb Laudano), David Lendler, Jeff 

Buggee, Philip Rinehart, Bianca Dorsi (Aunt of Betsy Dorsi), Janice Roberts 

(FCCB CDC), Rick Barker, Don Potter, William Chisholm (Teresa Sander’s 

Grandfather), George Spear, Janet Young, Jean Andros, Colin & Justin Williams 

(Linda Mitchell’s cousins), Grace Chaplin (Paul’s mother), Nancy Dougherty, 

Joseph Arnson (Take-A-Vet Fishing Volunteer Care Member), Wayne Childs, 

Marge Nalewajek (Meghan St. Pierre's mother), Ella Furjes, and her mom, 

Gwen (Jennifer and Mareyna McCaughtry’s friends), Cory Martens (Kelly 

Marten’s brother), Jim Bolan, Rose & Tom Moore (Sharon Reynold’s Mom & 

brother), Edward DeFrancesco, Dormer Family, Robert & Margaret Gehm 

(parents of Nancy Gehm), Martha Hickman (Lil Sakai’s mom), Alison Hobbie 

(Betsy Gay’s daughter), Sylvia O’Brien, Lou Wells

Life Among the Believers

Sunday, February 6

10:00am Worship Service - Meetinghouse 

11:00am FCCB Annual Meeting - Meetinghouse

Monday, February 7

Tuesday, February 8

7:00pm Bell Choir Rehearsal - Meetinghouse

Wednesday, February 9

Thursday, February 10

10:00am Knit, Purl, Pray - Russel Room 

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal - Meetinghouse

Friday, February 11

Saturday, February 12

Sunday, February 13

10:00am Worship Service - Meetinghouse



GLOBAL MINISTRIES - WEEKLY PRAYERS

Each week Global Ministries highlights the work our mission partners do 

in countries around the world. We're able to pray together for our partners 

and the people they serve, and learn a little about the ways they're 

bringing God's realm to earth today. This week we are invited to pray with 

the people of the United Kingdom

Pray with the United Kingdom, February 6, 2022

Lectionary Selection: Luke 5:1-11

Prayers for the United Kingdom

Dear God,

Thank you for giving us every new day as an opportunity to share your love with 

the people around us. Guide our hands as we mold the young minds that will 

someday become in charge of our future. We pray for all the lives that have 

been negatively impacted by the COVID virus and variants. Help us to have 

faith in you and your plan even when we feel isolated. Cast out your net and 

draw near the people who are hurting from physical as well as mental illnesses 

and help them to remember that they are not alone. We would like to pray for 



the girls of St. Swithuns as they navigate growing up in such uncertain times 

away from their families. We are grateful that through Global Ministries we are 

able to offer them love and pastoral care as they face anxiety, depression, body 

dysmorphia, and the pressure that has been a result of the current unstable 

social and political environments.

Mission Stewardship Moment from the United Kingdom

This fall, it was my privilege to be able to introduce some of the girls of St. 

Swithuns to the joy of the Thanksgiving holiday that we celebrate every year in 

the US. St. Swithun’s School in Winchester, England, is a girls’ boarding school 

whose mission statement is “to help our girls to develop into strong, 

independent women whose behavior and values reflect the school’s founding 

virtues: caritas, humilitas and sinceritas (compassion, humility, and sincerity).” 

Many of the girls that I work with come from countries like Nigeria all the way to 

China so they had never heard of Thanksgiving. It was so heartwarming to be 

able to share what everyone is thankful for and to be able to gather together 

and share a meal like a family. This is extra special right now when so many of 

our girls are physically cut off from their families. It is because of the donations 

from our partners at Global Ministries that we are able to provide these girls 

with culturally enriching experiences like this one. Your gifts make it possible for 

me to serve the girls of St. Swithuns as a mentor and provide them comfort and 

pastoral care in their times of need.

Prayer and Mission Moment by Erinn Miller

Mission Partners in the United Kingdom

• The Church of Scotland 

• The United Reformed Church (United Kingdom)

More about the United Kingdom

Global Ministries Mission Co-worker in the United Kingdom:

Erinn Miller is appointed to serve at St. Swithun’s school in England through 

Time for God, a partner of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and United 

Church of Christ through Global Ministries.

Make a gift that supports the work of Erinn Miller



BCTV

This Sunday’s service will be shown on BCTV next Sunday. BCTV Channel 18, 

1070 for Comcast customers and Channel 6004 for Frontier customers at 5:30 

pm on Sundays.

Notifications

Information Regarding The E-Spire

• The deadline for an article to be published in the weekly e-spire is 12pm 

on Tuesdays.

• Email articles to office@firstcongregationalbranford.org

• Those who have requested a paper copy now receive a copy of the weekly e-

spire in the mail. 

• The e-spire is only mailed out weekly if it can be done in a timely fashion.

If you have not received recent e-Spires, or would like to subscribe to our 

weekly newsletters, please let the office know and we’d be happy to help! 

Check out the church Facebook page! This is a public page for everyone to be 

able to see everything going on at OUR church.

Please be reminded that this page is open to the public and therefore no 

pictures should be shared of children unless the parents are asked specifically. 

The FCCB Youth Ministries CLOSED GROUP is where pictures including 

children can be posted.

Click the link below to be brought right to the page and like it!

https://www.facebook.com/FirstCongregationalBranford/



AMAZON SMILE DONATIONS

PLEASE shop at smile.amazon.com, and First 

Congregational Church can receive donations from 

AmazonSmile.

StartWithaSmile at smile.amazon.com/ch/06-6042800 for your purchases and 

Amazon donates to First Congregational Church.
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