
Sunday Worship, January 23, 2022,10am

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

In-person Worship has been cancelled for the month of January. 

We will continue to worship online via youtube and facebook.

If you prefer to watch on youtube, the link and Bulletin will be in an email 

that will go out Sunday at 6am.



The service can also be viewed on the church’s Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstCongregationalBranford/

Each Sunday, BCTV Cable 18 airs the worship service

from the previous Sunday at 5:30pm.

I was preparing to write this week's eSpire article, I looked at the scripture 

readings, and I will be honest I found them to be a bit challenging. In the 

reading from Luke, we see the beginning of Jesus' ministry followed by the 

challenge from the crowd when they hear something they don't like. As soon as 

the eyes that were at first turned towards Jesus begin to worry about their own 

standing, Jesus seems to become a danger that needs to be done away with.

When God becomes human—coming as close to us as the son of their 

neighbor Joseph—in order to open a way of communion, he goes beyond all 

human borders and calls into question the order of society in which we compare 

ourselves to others. So as more and more to be people of communion, this text 

invites us to keep our eyes focused on Christ. I would ask you to consider the 

following questions--

Why is it that we compare ourselves to others? 

What holds our communities together? What divides them?

I think reflecting on these questions can get us to the truth of this passage and 

to a greater understanding of our church as Christ's community.



Philip Rinehart

January 23, 2022

Prelude: Prelude on "Repton", Peeters - Phil Rinehart 

Introit: The King of Love My Shepherd Is, H.W. Baker 

Liturgist: Kathy Fox 

Hymn of Praise: God of the Bible

Anthem Come Live in the Light, D. Haas 

Scripture Reading:

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=509552252

Luke 4:14-21 https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=509552208

Sermon: Rev. Joseph Perdue 

Hymn of Reflection: Gather Us In

Offertory: Seek Ye First, K. Lafferty 

Hymn of Dedication: Live Into Hope

Benediction Response: Guide My Feet, Traditional Spiritual 

Postlude: Ricercare, Scheidt - Phil Rinehart

Your Offering

We are so very grateful for your generosity. It makes a real difference. 

Every little bit of your generosity counts and we thank you so much! 

FCCB, 1009 Main St., Branford, CT 06405 Thank you for being the Church!



Faith Formation Focus with Kerry

This past Sunday, during Pilgrim Fellowship Youth Group we had a Walk and 

Talk along with a Quest along the greenway in Branford. We collected 4-gallon 

size bags of trash (we should have brought bigger bags) and learned about 

each other along the way. We finished up with some reflection time in the 

Labyrinth. If you missed it, you missed out on some fun! Hope you can join us 

next time!

This Sunday we continue our series about Holy Troublemakers (I just love 

saying that!) with a message about someone many of us have heard from, St. 

Francis of Assisi. He is know as a lover of animals and someone who cared for 

the poor but how did he get there? He had quite a past and we can’t wait to 

share with you on Sunday! Join us during Worship at 10 am to find out all about 

him!

At 11:15am on Sunday morning, we’ll be having Sunday School over 

Zoom. We are in a unit on Jesus’ teachings and ministry. This week story will 

be Jesus visiting Nazareth, one of the places he grew up. We’ll be talking about 

taking trips and going home! Please plan to join us! Zoom link will be sent on 

Friday with the weekly update email.

Youth Group is underway for 2022 with so many ideas coming from our Youth! 

Our next meeting is Sunday, January 29th from 2:30-5pm, provided it is safe 

for us to gather in person, we will have a hot cocoa and cookie bar along with 

games and a movie. We will also be working to pack treat bags for our 

Valentine’s Love Fest on February 13th.

As soon as we get an “all-clear” on the Covid front, we have outings and great 

activities ready to go! Keep wearing your masks, social distancing and get your 

vaccinations if you can! So, we can be back together soon!! Keep your eyes 

peeled for emails with further information.

In Peace and Health,

Kerry Stewart 

Faith Formation Coordinator 

kerry@firstcongretationalbranford.org



Love Fest 2022

Loving on our Neighbors and our Community 

Sunday, February 13 from 11am-12:30pm

Come join us for our 2nd Annual Love Fest! This 

year, we are doing a food drive for the Branford 

Food Pantry (as we did last year) and we are 

adding a Blanket Drive for Church World Service 

(CWS.) The items that the Branford Food Pantry is the most in need of are 

listed below.

Come join us for our 2nd Annual Love Fest! This year, we are doing a food drive 

for the Branford Food Pantry (as we did last year) and we are adding a Blanket 

Drive for Church World Service (CWS.) The items that the Branford Food 

Pantry is the most in need of are listed below.

So, how can you help? 

• Donate Food! The items listed below are the most requested. You can bring it 

to the church during office hours or bring it for our drive by event on Sunday 

February 13th from 11am-12:30pm 

• Donate to support the Branford Food Pantry: We are accepting financial 

donations that will be sent to the Branford Food Pantry to support the work they 

do. 

• Donate to support CWS: Each blanket cost $10. These blankets go to 

victims of natural disasters, shelters, food banks and so much more. Let’s help 

our neighbors stay warm!

Branford Food Pantry Needs:

High Need Items: (Need most and have difficulty getting from the Food Bank 

on a regular basis)

Vegetarian Items (in general, many more individuals are vegetarian) 

Soups 

Canned Tomatoes 

Canned Pasta (SpaghettiOs’s etc.) 

Baked Beans (vegetarian preferred)

Kids Snacks:

Raisins 

Small box Pudding/ Jello Cups 



Fruit Cops 

Cheese Crackers 

Pretzels 

Granola Bars

Always Need Items:

Peanut Butter 

Jelly/Jam 

Tuna 

Canned chicken 

Tuna 

Mac and cheese 

Shelf Stable Milk 

Cereal 

Gluten Free Items 

Rice (1 or 2 lb bags)

In Peace and Health,

Kerry Stewart 

Faith Formation Coordinator 

kerry@firstcongretationalbranford.org



Epiphany Sermon Series: A Light to Enlighten The 

Nations

“For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the 

presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to 

your people Israel.” These lines from the Song of Simeon (Luke 2:29–32) speak 

of the season of Epiphany, the light of Christ for all the world. The audacity of 

the gospel is that the light shining in Jesus shone far beyond Israel to illuminate 

the whole world. During the season of Epiphany, we will focus on the steadily 

increasing light of Christ in the world of Luke and see how the light of Christ 

grows in our time. We will see how the light of Christ reached outsiders from the 

beginning and continued to grow, lighting the dark places throughout our world 

and in our own hearts.

• January 9: Baptism of Christ Sunday: Jesus’ Baptism empowers mission, 

both his and ours. (Luke 3:15-22) 

• January 16: Second Sunday After Epiphany At Cana, Jesus begins his work 

of illuminating dark places with a celebration (John 2:1-11) 

• January 23: Third Sunday After Epiphany Jesus returns home to announce 

his mission to bring God’s justice to the oppressed (Luke 4:14-21) 

• January 30: Fourth Sunday After Epiphany Jesus’ neighbors and former 

friends become enraged when they realize that God’s mercy includes all the 

wrong people. (Luke 4:21-30) 

• February 6: Fifth Sunday After Epiphany As Jesus calls his earliest 

followers, he sets the tone for how he responds to our sin and shortcomings: 

forgiveness, inclusion, and call. (Luke 5:1-11) 

• February 13: Sixth Sunday After Epiphany In the “Sermon on the Plain,” 

Luke’s version of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus tells his friends about the 

counter-intuitive and unexpected nature of God’s blessings. (Luke 6:17-26) 

• February 20: Seventh Sunday After Epiphany Jesus continues the Sermon 

on the Plain, challenging us to follow God’s example of radical and inclusive 

love. (Luke 6:27-28) 

• February 27: Transfiguration Sunday: As Jesus is literally bathed in light, the 

heroes of the past challenge us not to box in the message of God’s love. (Luke 

9:28-43)



SNEC, UCC, Environmental Justice Internship

The Southern New England Conference, UCC is pleased to announce an 

Environmental Justice Internship for 2022-2023! The Environmental Justice 

Intern will help us create and lead school-year programming for youth or other 

church groups, hosted at two of our Outdoor Ministry sites, Silver Lake in 

Sharon, Connecticut and Irons Homestead, North Scituate, Rhode Island. We 

are now accepting applications from young adults with a passion for 

environmental justice, working with youth, and grounding in our justice-seeking 

faith!

https://www.sneucc.org/environmental-justice-internship

Book Group

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, February 

2nd, at 7:00pm via zoom.

The book for our February meeting is The 

Midnight Library by Matt Haig.

Everyone is welcome!

Barbara Colley



Knit, Purl and Pray

We will wear masks and be socially distanced in the Russel Room, but we can 

once again be together and catch up on the past 14 months. Anyone is 

welcome whether you can knit or crochet or neither. We can teach you. We 

make prayer shawls, baby hats, and work on our own craft projects.

We meet on the second and fourth Thursdays of each month at 10:00 – 11:30. 

Our next session will be January 27th.

Please join us!

GROCERY CARDS WILL BE SOLD AFTER WORSHIP ON SUNDAYS

Big Y Stop and Shop



Did You Know… FCC Branford makes 5% of every dollar on the grocery cards 

we sell?

If you buy a $100 grocery card, you get $100 in groceries, and FCC gets $5! It’s 

that easy. This currently adds up to about $2000 income annually for FCC and 

could easily be more. We offer both $50 and $100 Stop and Shop cards and 

$50 and $100 Big Y cards. Cards are sold after worship every Sunday. Why not 

try it out and help support FCC?

THANK YOU

Kids Weekend Meal Pick Up

Weekend food for Branford children will be distributed at:

Feed Branford Kids Warehouse - 29 Business Park Dr.

Every Thursday, 5-6 PM

Free for all Branford Children

For further information, please go to www.feedbranfordkids.org, or find 

@feedbranfordkids on Facebook.



The Branford Microfund, Inc.

The Branford Microfund, Inc. is a 501c3 nonprofit whose mission is to help 

members of the Branford community, in need of assistance to see them through 

a financial emergency. Something a bank can’t or won’t do.

The Microfund offers loans of up to $3,000, interest free, with up to 30 months 

to repay. The loans are for unexpected, non-recurring expenses such as the 

purchase of a car needed to get to and from work, a major car repair, dental 

work, etc. The application process is confidential. All you need to show is the 

ability to repay the loan without interest in up to 30 months.

The FCCB Mission Board, the Branford Rotary Club, the Branford Community 

Foundation and others have made generous donations to the Microfund to fund 

its mission.

For additional information on how to apply for a loan or make a donation, go to 

www.branfordmicrofund.org . Brochures are also available in the Church office. 

Remember, all inquiries are completely confidential.

Betsy Gay

Norb Church

Chip Marsh

Sunday Flower Chart

If you are able to contribute $35 for 

flowers, please consider signing up 

on the flower chart located on the 

bulletin board outside the Russel 

Room. You can also call or send an 

e-mail and Missy will sign up for 



you. Include who/what you would 

like the flowers to be in 

honor/memory/celebration of.

Thank you so much for keeping our 

altar adorned, and our flower fund 

supported!

For Our Prayers This Week

We give thanks for…

The return to normalcy - step by step

Ongoing prayers for…

Tom Spivey (Linda Mitchell’s father), Andrew Buggee (son of Jeff Buggee), 

Marissa, Betsy Boynton, Ruth Greco (Mae Genovese’s sister), Zak and 

EmmaRae Carroll, Alberto Tirry (friend of Deb Laudano), David Lendler, Jeff 

Buggee, Philip Rinehart, Bianca Dorsi (Aunt of Betsy Dorsi), Janice Roberts 

(FCCB CDC), Rick Barker, Don Potter, William Chisholm (Teresa Sander’s 

Grandfather), George Spear, Janet Young, Jean Andros, Colin & Justin Williams 

(Linda Mitchell’s cousins), Grace Chaplin (Paul’s mother), Nancy Dougherty, 



Joseph Arnson (Take-A-Vet Fishing Volunteer Care Member), Wayne Childs, 

Marge Nalewajek (Meghan St. Pierre's mother), Ella Furjes, and her mom, 

Gwen (Jennifer and Mareyna McCaughtry’s friends), Cory Martens (Kelly 

Marten’s brother), Jim Bolan, Rose & Tom Moore (Sharon Reynold’s Mom & 

brother), Edward DeFrancesco, Dormer Family, Robert & Margaret Gehm 

(parents of Nancy Gehm), Martha Hickman (Lil Sakai’s mom), Alison Hobbie 

(Betsy Gay’s daughter), Ethel Marchesseault (Linda’s mother), Sylvia O’Brien, 

Lou Wells

Life Among the Believers

Sunday, January 23

10:00 am Worship Service (online)

Monday, January 24

Tuesday, January 25

Wednesday, January 26

Thursday, January 27

10:00 am Knit, Purl, Pray - Russel Room

Friday, January 28

Saturday, January 29

Sunday, January 30

10:00 am Worship Service (online) 

11:00 am FCCB Annual Meeting

GLOBAL MINISTRIES - WEEKLY PRAYERS

Each week Global Ministries highlights the work our mission partners do 

in countries around the world. We're able to pray together for our partners 

and the people they serve, and learn a little about the ways they're 



bringing God's realm to earth today. This week we are invited to pray with 

the people of Morocco

Pray with Morocco, January 23, 2022

Lectionary Selection: Luke 4:14-21 Ecumenical Sunday

Prayers for Morocco

Dear God, 

We thank you for the gift of time. We begin this year with grateful hearts and 

humble desires. Through the past year, you have been our protection, 

provision, joy, comfort, and peace. As we look forward, we stand assured in 

your living Word and anchored in your steadfast promises.

We thank you for the gift of leadership. As we pray for the leaders of this 

beautiful country who had managed to keep us safe during this pandemic, we 

also pray for the leaders all over the world who are facing hard times and 

challenges. Give them wisdom, love, and compassion so they can be 

shepherds after your own hearts for their people.

We thank you for the gift of freedom. In you we are free, please help us to take 

part in your liberation work in your creation. You have started this good work in 

us, through us, and with us. We are persuaded that you will finish it.



As we are moving forward, let us experience your mercy and favor in our family, 

community, country, and in all aspects of our lives. Let your Spirit empower us 

to be your prophets in these troubled times. Give us strength and courage to be 

messengers of the good news.

Amen.

Mission Stewardship Moment from Morocco

For the past four years, my spouse Emmanuela and I have been serving the 

Evangelical Church in Morocco as Mission Co-workers on behalf of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and United Church of Christ, through 

Global Ministries. We have witnessed the goodness of the Lord in various ways. 

We have seen the poor being fed, the strangers being welcomed and sheltered, 

the captives being released through the work and ministry of the church.

In the month of April 2021, 68 foreign students faced a difficult situation that 

could lead to their deportation. They were victims of local landlords who did not 

want to renew or give them housing contracts, necessary to renew their expired 

student visas. Without a valid visa they become illegal, they cannot do anything, 

and they are subject to deportation. They felt powerless and trapped.

Five of them were already held in custody at the police station in Oujda (the city 

where we live and serve), and the rest of them were on a wanted list. They 

reached out to the church for assistance. We met all of them and filed a 

petition; we went and met some landlords, and we went to the court to present 

the case. Fortunately, the judge was very clement, he helped us straighten out 

the case and called the chief of police, who then met us to clarify the situation.

All the 68 have been cleared and released. Some landlords accepted to renew 

their contracts, and we have found new ones who helped us. This was a big win 

for the church and the community in Oujda. After that, to show their gratitude, 

the concerned students brought food and other material goods to help assist 

the migrants. This was such a moment for all of us.

Every day people are facing discrimination in all the corners of this country and 

other parts of the world. We thank God that we were able to make a difference 

in the lives of these 68 young men and women. And they have in turn been a 

blessing for others. All of this is possible because we are part of a great church 

that has decided to answer the call of the Lord to bring the good news to the 

poor, to release the captives and to let the oppressed go free.



May God bless us all and let us continue to be the Church.

Thank you.

Prayer and Mission Moment by Fritz Gerald Joseph

Mission Partners in Morocco:

• Evangelical Protestant Church in Morocco

Global Ministries Mission Co-worker in Morocco:

Fritz-Gerald Joseph serves with the Evangelical Church of Morocco. His 

appointment is made possible by your gifts to Disciples Mission Fund, Our 

Church’s Wider Mission, and your special gifts.

Make a gift that supports the work of Fritz-Gerald Joseph

BCTV

This Sunday’s service will be shown on BCTV next Sunday. BCTV Channel 18, 

1070 for Comcast customers and Channel 6004 for Frontier customers at 5:30 

pm on Sundays.

Notifications

Information Regarding The E-Spire

• The deadline for an article to be published in the weekly e-spire is 12pm 

on Tuesdays.

• Email articles to office@firstcongregationalbranford.org

• Those who have requested a paper copy now receive a copy of the weekly e-

spire in the mail. 

• The e-spire is only mailed out weekly if it can be done in a timely fashion.

If you have not received recent e-Spires, or would like to subscribe to our 

weekly newsletters, please let the office know and we’d be happy to help! 



Check out the church Facebook page! This is a public page for everyone to be 

able to see everything going on at OUR church.

Please be reminded that this page is open to the public and therefore no 

pictures should be shared of children unless the parents are asked specifically. 

The FCCB Youth Ministries CLOSED GROUP is where pictures including 

children can be posted.

Click the link below to be brought right to the page and like it!

https://www.facebook.com/FirstCongregationalBranford/

AMAZON SMILE DONATIONS

PLEASE shop at smile.amazon.com, and First 

Congregational Church can receive donations from 

AmazonSmile.

StartWithaSmile at smile.amazon.com/ch/06-6042800 for your purchases and 

Amazon donates to First Congregational Church.
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