
Sunday Worship, April 17, 2022,10am
Easter Sunday

As you know, we are now gathering both in-person and 
online.

If you are worshipping at home, you may access 
the livestream of the service in one of two ways.

If you prefer to watch on youtube, the link and Bulletin will be 
in an email that will go out Sunday at 6am.

The service will also be live on the church’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/FirstCongregationalBranford/

Each Sunday, BCTV Cable 18 airs the worship service 
from the previous Sunday at 5:30pm.



Tonight, the choir will sing our favorite service: Maundy Thursday. 
The choir loves the tenebrae service. Near the start of the service, we 
will take communion as a congregation. During the tenebre portion of 
the service, there will be scripture readings. After each reading is 
finished, a candle will be extinguished and there will be a musical 
response. The choir will sing two anthems, there will be a few solos, 
the bell choir will ring, and the congregation will sing. When the last 
candle has been extinguished, we will leave in darkness and silence, 
allowing all in attendance time of reflection. I hope you can all join us 
tonight, it is a lovely service.

As you may know, we don’t sing Alleluia during Lent. This continues 
throughout Holy Week until Easter sunrise. Instead of singing with 
angels as the Alleluias are always done in the Bible, we will spend 
Lent reflecting, and we sing many songs in minor keys with pensive 
lyrics. I love Lenten hymns because they contain beautiful lyrics, and 
I am a fan of songs in a minor key. For those of you who have 
watched Encanto 14 times since Christmas, there is a very funny 
Encanto meme where “We don’t sing Alleluia” is sung to the lyrics of 
“We Don’t Talk about Bruno.” I saw it, and then a different set of the 
lyrics to that song were stuck in my head for a week!

This year, I am most excited to sing Alleluias with the choir and 
congregation, because it is the first time this has happened since 
April 21, 2019. Nearly three years after our 2019 Easter service, we 
will convene and raise our voices in song. It is tradition at FCCB to 
conclude the service with the Hallelujah Chorus from Handel’s 
Messiah. Everyone will have sheet music for the Hallelujah Chorus, 
and if a mistake is made, that’s ok, because we have our wonderful 
Flentrop organ as accompaniment! I look forward to a joyous Easter 
celebration full of music, fellowship, and the return of Alleluias!



Katie Jones

April 17, 2022
Prelude: Schmücke dich, o liebe Seele, Brahms - Phil Rinehart 
Introit: Lord I lift Your Name on High, McKechnie - FCCB Bell Choir 
Liturgist: Betsy Hyde 
Hymn of Praise: Christ the Lord is Risen Today
Anthem: Come and Worship, P. Drennan - FCCB Choir 
Scripture Reading:
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Luke 24:1-12 https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=516804168
Sermon: Full To The Brim…An Expansive Life - Rev. Joseph Perdue 
Hymn of Reflection: Thine Is the Glory
Reimagining Moment: Margot Hardenbergh 
Offertory: Make My Life an Alleluia
Hymn of Dedication: The Hallelujah Chorus
Benediction Response: Easter Rejoicing, J. Willcocks - FCCB Choir 
Postlude: Attaccot, Rodiw - Phil Rinehart

Your Offering
We are so very grateful for your generosity. It makes a real 
difference. Every little bit of your generosity counts and we 
thank you so much! FCCB, 1009 Main St., Branford, CT 06405 
Thank you for being the Church!





Faith Formation Focus with Kerry
What a Palm Sunday Celebration this past week!! I think that may be 
my favorite service so far in my time here at FCCB. It was so 
wonderful to have so many of us together in Worship and to have so 
many children and youth participating in the service and especially 
the Anthem and parade! And, just to make it all better, we had full 
Sunday School and had 8 Youth and 4 Adults join us for Duckpin 
Bowling with the PF Youth Group in the afternoon. We had fierce 
competitors who helped each other and, luckily, one scoring expert! 
We are definitely a work hard/ play hard group.

There is no Sunday School this week, Sunday April 17th for 
Easter Sunday. Families will stay together in Worship. There 
will be special activity bags (including bulletins, stickers and treats) 
for each of our children and youth who attend worship as well as our 
bookshelf in the Narthex to borrow from. There have been many new 
additions to the bookshelf for all ages- please check it out! 
Remember that God put the wiggle in your children, and we welcome 
their company, wiggles, and giggles and all in Worship! Sunday 
School resumes Sunday April 24th.

Our next meeting of PF Youth Group is Sunday, April 24th right 
after Worship and Sunday School. We will be Painting the Youth 
Group Room. Paint colors have been selected by YOU and we’ll be 
making the room warm, welcoming and OURS! This is an all-hands-
on deck (or as many as possible) event! We’d like to get as much 
done as possible in one afternoon. Our plan is to have lunch and then 
get working. Many hands make the work easy!! Please RSVP to 
Kerry so we have enough lunch and paint brushes!!

There is so much more coming in the next few months to all the Faith 
Formation Programs for all Ages, be sure to stay tuned to the eSpire 
and your email!

In Peace,

Kerry Stewart 
Faith Formation Coordinator 
kerry@firstcongregationalbranford.org



The origins of Lent were that one was to leave their old life behind to 
fast and prepare to be baptized into a new way of living. In essence, 
this was a practice of stepping away from corrupt power, scarcity 
mentality, and empty rituals in order to live a more expansive and full 
life of faith. And so, our Lenten series, Full to the Brim, is an 
invitation into a radically different Lent, into a full life. It’s an 
invitation to be authentically who you are, to counter scarcity and 
injustice at every turn, to pour out even more grace wherever it is 
needed. When we allow ourselves to be filled to the brim with God’s 
lavish love, that love spills over. It reaches beyond ourselves; like 
water, it rushes and flows, touching everything in its path.

The scriptures for this Lenten season are filled with parables and 
promises of God’s abundant and expansive grace. Jesus as a mother 
hen, a prodigal son welcomed home, a fig tree nurtured with care 
and hope, precious oil poured out lovingly and freely, stones shouting 
out with praise — these sacred texts are brimming with a gospel of 
grace. We’ve done nothing to deserve or earn this grace, and yet, like 
water, it spills over. This season is an invitation—into a radically 
different Lent, into a full life. It’s an invitation to be authentically who 
you are, to counter scarcity and injustice at every turn, to pour out 
even more grace wherever it is needed. It disrupts the scarcity 
mentality that capitalism, oppression, or hierarchy can plant inside of 
us. When we allow ourselves to be filled to the brim with God’s lavish 



love, that love spills over. It reaches beyond ourselves; like water, it 
rushes and flows, touching everything in its path.

April 14 Maundy Thursday: Jesus shocks his friends with loving 
vulnerability and tells us to do likewise. We are encouraged to 
remove the walls and protective layers we have built up, to allow 
ourselves to be loved fully by God, and to be filled to the brim so we 
can go out and fill others too.

April 15 Ecumenical Good Friday: On Good Friday, we grieve the 
violence of humanity Yet, even here, God’s love is full, poured out, 
and self-emptied. Even in his last moments, Jesus is overflowing with 
truth and the fullness of the human experience. God embodies the 
fullness of pain and deep sorrow.

The Parthenon Diner of Branford is Providing 
Free, Take-Out Easter Dinners to Branford Vets, 

Seniors or in-need community members
On Easter Sunday, April 17, Parthenon Diner of Branford will have 
free, delicious take-out Easter dinners ready for pick-up by any 
Branford military veterans, elderly residents or in-need community 
members who've called the diner to register for a free holiday 
meal by Friday, April 15.

Click here for details





The Unexpected Acts of God: A Sermon Series for 
the Season of Easter

Acts is full of surprises. Things are not what they appear to be. 
Tyrants don’t always win. Jesus appears in unexpected ways. Rules 
we thought were hard and fast no longer apply. That’s why churches 
often focus on the Acts of the Apostles during the Season of Easter. 
Acts makes no promises about trying to prove or explain Jesus’ 
resurrection. The book does, however, dare us to dream of what the 
God of Resurrection can do in our world today.

The Second Sunday of Easter April 24 Acts 5:27-32 God’s Grace 
may emerge from unlikely sources. God can frustrate the plans of 
powerful oppressors even as God extends forgiveness to them.

The Third Sunday of Easter May 1 Acts 9:1-20 More often than we 
realize, being a Christian isn’t about changing the perspectives of the 
people around us, but changing our perspectives about them.

The Fourth Sunday of Easter May 8 Acts 9:36-43 An obscure 
woman leads a group of Jesus’ followers in a culture that is 
scandalized by women with authority. Her death triggers an 
outpouring of grief for all the ways she served her community, and 
for her work to unite different cultures in a common cause. Her new 
life shows us that in a post-Easter world, death is only ever a prelude 
to resurrection.

The Fifth Sunday of Easter May 15 Acts 11:1-18 Pentecost, the 
climax of the crucifixion and resurrection narrative in Scripture has 
never ended. The Spirit continues to call people into a new, diverse 
community. God is still speaking, and the more we listen, the more 
we realize we belong to each other.

The Sixth Sunday of Easter May 22 Acts 16:9-15 The new and 
struggling Church, led by unlikely outsiders, creates community even 
when those communities attract scorn from others. That witness, 
born from an empty tomb not far from a site of mass executions, 
knows how to take up residence outside the walls. That’s usually 
where we have to go to meet God.



The Seventh Sunday of Easter May 29 Acts 16:16-34 Jesus’ 
followers’ chance upon the dangerous, violent, and ugly world of 
trafficking and exploitation when they first enter Europe. In the 
regional center of Imperial power, they learn how dangerous a 
message of liberation can be to those in authority and choose love 
despite the risks.

Pentecost June 5 Acts 2:1-21 All the extraordinary events in Acts 
and the history of the church can be traced back to this event. The 
church is born amid fire and chaos as the dreams of ancient poets 
and prophets come to life.

Understanding Spiritual Gifts

Faith Formation Program
As we come into this new season of our community’s story, we are 
going to take the Season of Easter to explore Spiritual Gifts: What 
they are and how you can figure out yours! This study will follow a 
similar format as the Racism and the Church program earlier this 
year. We have a book to guide us: Understanding Spiritual Gifts along 
with a survey Your Spiritual Gifts Inventory. Join Us!

We will be meeting after Coffee Hour on Sunday’s: 
April 24 
May 15 



May 22 
June 5

Please sign up by contacting the Church Office or on the Sign up 
Genius here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0449ACA62AA0FB6-
understanding

As soon as we receive your sign up, we’ll get the books to you!

Looking forward to exploring with you to see what your gifts are!

Rev. Joseph Perdue, Senior Minister 
Kerry Stewart, Faith Formation Coordinator

Branford Builds and PF Youth Group Collaboration

Picnic Tables for Killam’s Point Work Weekend

The time has come to replace the picnic tables out at Killam’s Point. 
And our Youth along with trusty and handy adults, will be building 
picnic tables under Brad Hotchkiss and Peggy Keck’s supervision! For 
so many of us, Killam’s Point is such a special place and to get to do 
something to help care for the space is very exciting. We do need as 
many hands as possible to make this a success and have everything 
ready to go in time for our All-Church-Picnic on Sunday, May 15th.



We will be completing this task on Saturday April 30th from 
2pm-5:30pm and Sunday May 1st from 1pm until we are done.
As we know, many hands make light work!!

We need:
• Youth to learn how to build (Ages 10 and up please) 
• Adults to supervise the Youth 
• Handy adults to help direct the building 
• Support people: 
o We need snacks, drinks etc. and people to serve them and keep 
everyone happy and fed. 
You can sign up to work either day or both and for a period of time 
that works for your schedule.

Please reach out to Kerry (kerry@firstcongregationalbranford.org) or 
the Church Office to volunteer for any of these roles.

Knit, Purl and Pray
We will wear masks and be socially distanced in the Russel Room, but 
we can once again be together and catch up on the past 14 months. 
Anyone is welcome whether you can knit or crochet or neither. We 
can teach you. We make prayer shawls, baby hats, and work on our 
own craft projects.



We meet on the second and fourth Thursdays of each month at 10:00 
– 11:30. Our next session will be April 28th.

Please join us!

Book Group
The book group will meet on Wednesday, 
May 4 at 7:00 pm in the Russel Room.

We will be discussing the book, The Choice: 
Embrace the Possible by Edith Eger.

June 1 - TBD

Barbara Colley

GROCERY CARDS WILL BE SOLD AFTER WORSHIP ON 
SUNDAYS

Big Y Stop and Shop

Did You Know… FCC Branford makes 5% of every dollar on the 
grocery cards we sell?

If you buy a $100 grocery card, you get $100 in groceries, and FCC 
gets $5! It’s that easy. This currently adds up to about $2000 income 



annually for FCC and could easily be more. We offer both $50 and 
$100 Stop and Shop cards and $50 and $100 Big Y cards. Cards are 
sold after worship every Sunday. Why not try it out and help support 
FCC?

THANK YOU

Kids Weekend Meal Pick Up
Weekend food for Branford children will be distributed at:

Feed Branford Kids Warehouse - 29 Business Park Dr.

Every Thursday, 5-6 PM

Free for all Branford Children

We are also distributing weekend nutrition through the elementary 
schools and the Branford Early Learning Center, and working on 
permission to do so at the High School and Middle School.

For further information, please go to www.feedbranfordkids.org, or 
find @feedbranfordkids on Facebook.



The Branford Microfund, Inc.
The Branford Microfund, Inc. is a 501c3 nonprofit whose mission is to 
help members of the Branford community, in need of assistance to 
see them through a financial emergency. Something a bank can’t or 
won’t do.

The Microfund offers loans of up to $3,000, interest free, with up to 
30 months to repay. The loans are for unexpected, non-recurring 
expenses such as the purchase of a car needed to get to and from 
work, a major car repair, dental work, etc. The application process is 
confidential. All you need to show is the ability to repay the loan 
without interest in up to 30 months.

The FCCB Mission Board, the Branford Rotary Club, the Branford 
Community Foundation and others have made generous donations to 
the Microfund to fund its mission.

For additional information on how to apply for a loan or make a 
donation, go to www.branfordmicrofund.org . Brochures are also 
available in the Church office. Remember, all inquiries are completely 
confidential.

Betsy Gay
Norb Church
Chip Marsh

Sunday Flower Chart
If you are able to contribute 
$35 for flowers, please consider 
signing up on the flower chart 



located on the bulletin board 
outside the Russel Room. You 
can also call or send an e-mail 
and Missy will sign up for you. 
Include who/what you would 
like the flowers to be in 
honor/memory/celebration of.

Thank you so much for keeping 
our altar adorned, and our 
flower fund supported!

For Our Prayers This Week
We give thanks for…
The return to normalcy - step by step

Ongoing prayers for…
Reg Vetrano, Jean Andros, Sharon Reynolds, Ethel Marchesseault 
(Linda’s mother) and Linda's Brother-in-law Charlie, Barbara O'Keefe, 
Tom Spivey (Linda Mitchell’s father), Marissa, Betsy Boynton, Ruth 
Greco (Mae Genovese’s sister), Zak and EmmaRae Carroll, Alberto 
Tirry (friend of Deb Laudano), David Lendler, Jeff Buggee, Philip 
Rinehart, Bianca Dorsi (Aunt of Betsy Dorsi), Janice Roberts (FCCB 
CDC), Rick Barker, Don Potter, William Chisholm (Teresa Sander’s 



Grandfather), George Spear, Janet Young, Colin & Justin Williams 
(Linda Mitchell’s cousins), Grace Chaplin (Paul’s mother), Nancy 
Dougherty, Joseph Arnson (Take-A-Vet Fishing Volunteer Care 
Member), Marge Nalewajek (Meghan St. Pierre's mother), Ella Furjes, 
and her mom, Gwen (Jennifer and Mareyna McCaughtry’s friends), 
Cory Martens (Kelly Marten’s brother), Jim Bolan, Rose & Tom Moore 
(Sharon Reynold’s Mom & brother), Edward DeFrancesco, Dormer 
Family, Robert & Margaret Gehm (parents of Nancy Gehm), Martha 
Hickman (Lil Sakai’s mom), Alison Hobbie (Betsy Gay’s daughter), 
Sylvia O’Brien, Lou Wells

Life Among the Believers
Sunday, April 17
10:00 am Worship Service, Easter Sunday - Meetinghouse

Monday, April 18

Tuesday, April 19

Wednesday, April 20
7:00 pm Church Board Meeting - All Purpose Room

Thursday, April 21

Friday, April 22

Saturday, April 23

Sunday, April 24
10:00 am Worship Service - Meetinghouse

GLOBAL MINISTRIES - WEEKLY PRAYERS
Each week Global Ministries highlights the work our mission 
partners do in countries around the world. We're able to pray 
together for our partners and the people they serve, and learn 



a little about the ways they're bringing God's realm to earth 
today. This week we are invited to pray with the people of the 
Democratic Republic Of Congo.

Pray with the Democratic Republic Of Congo

April 17, 2022
Lectionary Selection: John 20:1-18

Prayers for the Democratic Republic Of Congo

You are the God of Hope, the God of the empty tomb, the God that 
rolls the stones. 
We have many stones in our lives that keep us from living freely and 
separate us from each other and You 
Without noticing it, sometimes our hearts have become stone 
In the Democratic Republic of Congo, the Congolese populations carry 
a lot of stones that are so heavy.



Stones that come from famine (The World Food Programme (WFP) 
and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO) have warned of the food crisis affecting a quarter of the DRC’s 
population, nearly 27 million people).

Stones that result from armed conflicts, especially in the Eastern 
Provinces (People are fleeing their homes at a worrying pace, as 
worsening violence destroys lives and livelihoods across the country. 
5.01 million people were displaced inside DRC. More than 2500 
civilians were killed in three Provinces in the East of the country last 
year.)

Stones from injustice (Despite vast natural resources, the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) is one of the poorest countries 
in the world. In the DRC, one in four children is considered OVC 
(orphans and vulnerable children). – Site UNICEF)

So many stones. Too many stones!
You are the God of Hope, of the empty tomb.

God rose to roll the stones that hold back those who are hungry to 
live! 
To restore hope to all human beings and to show us that there is no 
fatality.

By rolling the stones, You invite us to stand up against what 
oppresses and proclaim freedom. 
You invite us to rise up against despair and share hope. 
You invite us to protest against nonsense and communicate love. 
You invite us to announce the joy of being resurrected and the 
happiness of living standing up.

If it is true that on Easter morning the stone was rolled, we beg you, 
come now and remove the stone that closes our hearts.

Amen! Hallelujah!

Prayer by Bryan Parrish

Mission Partners in the Democratic Republic of Congo



• Church of Christ in Congo 
• Congo Protestant University – Kinshasa 
• Community of Disciples of Christ in Congo

Global Ministries Mission Co-worker in the Democratic 
Republic Of Congo:
Bryan Parrish serves with the Church of Christ in Congo. His 
appointment is made possible by your gifts to Disciples Mission Fund, 
Our Church’s Wider Mission, and your special gifts. Make a gift that 
supports the work of Bryan Parrish

BCTV
This Sunday’s service will be shown on BCTV next Sunday. BCTV 
Channel 18, 1070 for Comcast customers and Channel 6004 for 
Frontier customers at 5:30 pm on Sundays.

Notifications

Information Regarding The E-Spire

• The deadline for an article to be published in the weekly e-
spire is 12pm on Tuesdays.
• Email articles to office@firstcongregationalbranford.org
• Those who have requested a paper copy now receive a copy of the 
weekly e-spire in the mail. 
• The e-spire is only mailed out weekly if it can be done in a timely 
fashion.

If you have not received recent e-Spires, or would like to 
subscribe to our weekly newsletters, please let the office 
know and we’d be happy to help! 



Check out the church Facebook page! This is a public page for 
everyone to be able to see everything going on at OUR church.

Please be reminded that this page is open to the public and therefore 
no pictures should be shared of children unless the parents are asked 
specifically. The FCCB Youth Ministries CLOSED GROUP is where 
pictures including children can be posted.

Click the link below to be brought right to the page and like it!

https://www.facebook.com/FirstCongregationalBranford/

AMAZON SMILE DONATIONS

PLEASE shop at smile.amazon.com, and First 
Congregational Church can receive 
donations from AmazonSmile.

StartWithaSmile at smile.amazon.com/ch/06-6042800 for your 
purchases and Amazon donates to First Congregational Church.
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