
Sunday Worship, May 29, 2022,10am

The Seventh Sunday of Easter

As you know, we are now gathering both in-person and online.

If you are worshipping at home, you may access 

the livestream of the service in one of two ways.

If you prefer to watch on youtube, the link and Bulletin will be in 

an email that will go out Sunday at 6am.

The service will also be live on the church’s Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstCongregationalBranford/



Each Sunday, BCTV Cable 18 airs the worship service 

from the previous Sunday at 5:30pm.

UCC Officers Pray After Deaths in Texas School

The three national officers of the United Church of Christ issued a 

prayer of grief after a gunman killed at least 19 children May 24 at an 

elementary school in Uvalde, Tex. News reports said the death toll 

also included two adults. The 18-year-old attacker was killed by a law 

enforcement officer. Uvalde, with some 16,000 residents, is about 85 

miles west of San Antonio and 75 miles from the border with Mexico.

Here is the text of the prayer.

In utter and irrepressible grief we offer these words, giving collective 

voice to the anguish we all feel.

God, hear our prayer:

For the fourteen children now dead;

For the teacher now dead;

For the parents, family, and friends who will spend the rest of their 

lives aching every night from the weight of this;



For a schoolhouse rendered trauma-laden and grief-stricken in a 

matter of minutes, whose students will suffer PTSD in the wake of this 

tragedy;

For the caregivers in Uvalde now burdened with the task of managing 

the shared and collective grief of a traumatized community who love 

their children;

For those who feel the new burden of useless guilt in the aftermath of 

this, wondering what else they could have done to prevent this;

For the nation, so in love with our weapons that we continue to 

tolerate these mass shootings and the grief they inflict without ever 

building the collective will needed to address it fully;

For the world, suffering a massive and collective grief of its own and 

witnessing acts of cruelty daily too numerous to fully process.

Heal our gaping wounds.

Restore our sense of compassion.

Quiet the restlessness within us.

Settle the building righteous anger.

Quicken the desire for peace.

Remove the chasm that sees race and religion and political 

persuasion as the marks of a person’s worth and value.

End the cycle of violence that begets more violence.

Silence the voices that broker in fear and division and create the 

hatred we see mounting everywhere between us.



Quiet the troubled soul thinking of grabbing the next gun and ending 

innocent lives.

Empower us all to act now, refusing to wait for the next horror show 

before we change the laws that make guns and their discharge so 

accessible.

Turn anguish to action; our rage to restoration; our hatred to love; our 

grief to hope.

Let it never happen again. Ever. How much more can we bear, O 

Lord? How much more can we endure.

Be our rock of refuge.

Be our light of inspiration.

Be our beacon of hope.

Be the arms of love that hold us until the pain recedes.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers.

Amen.

The National Officers of the United Church of Christ:

The Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer

General Minister and President 

The Rev. Traci Blackmon

The Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia Thompson

Associate General Ministers

May 29, 2022

Prelude: Adagio, Beethoven - Phil Rinehart 



Liturgist: Fred Cotton 

Hymn of Praise: O Worship the King

Scripture Reading:

Acts 16:16-34 https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=520497908

Sermon: Rev. Joseph Perdue 

Hymn of Reflection: They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love

Mission Moment Jennifer McCaughtry 

Offertory: Phil Rinehart 

Hymn of Dedication: Christ the Lord Is Risen Today

Postlude: Just a Closer Walk with Thee, Traditional - Phil Rinehart

Your Offering

We are so very grateful for your generosity. It makes a real 

difference. Every little bit of your generosity counts and we thank 

you so much! FCCB, 1009 Main St., Branford, CT 06405 Thank 

you for being the Church!



From the Moderator

The Church Board meeting was called to order May 18, 2022, in the 

APR.

Correspondence included the minutes from the last BRIC meeting Bill 

Hall attended. BRIC, a Branford Interfaith Housing Coalition, is an 

organization formed in 1980’s who mission is to develop affordable 

housing in Branford, as in the Ivy Street Apartments in Branford. We 

had not been very active the last few years but, under new leadership, 

more involvement in the need for affordable housing and in seeking 

opportunities for developing more affordable housing in Branford.

The Operations Team requested the KPMT be transferred to the 

Church Board for supervising the oversight of their responsibilities. 

The request was accepted with a unanimous vote. The Worship Team 

has completed a review of the membership list and submitted a report 

to Church Board. Even though several members who are in question 

remain on the list, the Worship Team is developing more guidelines to 

complete the process. The Operations Team reports repair projects in 

different stages: brick work on the steps at the front stairs and ramp, 

painting and repair on the Sanctuary ceiling, paving project on Killam’s 

Point driveway and repair of a water leak at Killam's Point.

The Church Board will begin work to develop a policy concerning 

conflict of interest for Team members and officers. This policy will then 

be added to the FCCB Church Policy Book.

Next Church Board meeting June 15, 2022, at 7:00 PM.

To read the full minutes for each Team and Church Board check the 

Black Notebook at the Reception Desk.

Deanna O’Connell 

Moderator



The Unexpected Acts of God: A Sermon Series for the 

Season of Easter

Acts is full of surprises. Things are not what they appear to be. Tyrants 

don’t always win. Jesus appears in unexpected ways. Rules we 

thought were hard and fast no longer apply. That’s why churches often 

focus on the Acts of the Apostles during the Season of Easter. Acts 

makes no promises about trying to prove or explain Jesus’ 

resurrection. The book does, however, dare us to dream of what the 

God of Resurrection can do in our world today.

The Seventh Sunday of Easter May 29 Acts 16:16-34 Jesus’ 

followers' chance upon the dangerous, violent, and ugly world of 

trafficking and exploitation when they first enter Europe. In the 

regional center of Imperial power, they learn how dangerous a 

message of liberation can be to those in authority and choose love 

despite the risks.

Pentecost June 5 Acts 2:1-21 All the extraordinary events in Acts and 

the history of the church can be traced back to this event. The church 

is born amid fire and chaos as the dreams of ancient poets and 

prophets come to life.



Catholics in the United Church of Christ:

Denominations do not matter nearly as much as they did just a few 

decades ago. Moving from one denomination to another as one 

changes and grows is a fact of contemporary American life. One of, if 

not the largest groups of new members of UCC churches are former 

Catholics. In many congregations, including FCCB, 40% or more of 

new members grew up in a Catholic Church. What's more, many 

seminarians with Catholic backgrounds are preparing for ordination in 

the UCC. What's going on?

This study, requested by church members, will explore the many 

similarities and differences between the Roman Catholic Church and 

the United Church of Christ. We will discuss the reasons why many 

people leave the Catholic Church and celebrate the ways their 

perspectives and experiences have enriched our community.

We have historically paused our Faith Formation ministries at FCCB 

during the summer months, including adult education opportunities. 

We want to know the best time to offer our study on Catholics in the 

United Church of Christ. If you are interested in this topic, please fill 

out this survey and hand it into the church office.

I am interested in attending this study:

In the Fall ____

In the Summer After Worship ____

in the Summer, on a weeknight ____



I am interested in attending on Zoom if there is a hybrid option ____

Again on Saturday, May 7th, volunteers from FCCB, cooked and 

served brunch to almost 60 people. We transformed breaded chicken 

cutlets into chicken mozzarella accompanied by pasta, garlic bread, a 

salad and dessert. Sue Miller has taken on the responsibility of 

recruiting volunteers, coordinating with the CDR and organizing us in 

the kitchen.

Please consider joining us on the first Saturday of every other month. 

Sue would appreciate additions to her volunteer list.

Barbara Colley





Knit, Purl and Pray

Anyone is welcome whether you can knit or crochet or neither. We can 

teach you. We make prayer shawls, baby hats, and work on our own 

craft projects.

We meet on the second and fourth Thursdays of each month at 10:00 

– 11:30 in the Russel Room. Our next sessions will be June 9th & 

June 23rd.

Please join us!

Book Group

The book group will meet on Wednesday, 

June 1 at 7:00 pm in the Russel Room.

The June book is French Braid by Anne Tyler.

Barbara Colley



GROCERY CARDS WILL BE SOLD AFTER WORSHIP ON 

SUNDAYS

Big Y Stop and Shop

Did You Know… FCC Branford makes 5% of every dollar on the 

grocery cards we sell?

If you buy a $100 grocery card, you get $100 in groceries, and FCC 

gets $5! It’s that easy. This currently adds up to about $2000 income 

annually for FCC and could easily be more. We offer both $50 and 

$100 Stop and Shop cards and $50 and $100 Big Y cards. Cards are 

sold after worship every Sunday. Why not try it out and help support 

FCC?

THANK YOU



Kids Weekend Meal Pick Up

Weekend food for Branford children will be distributed at:

Feed Branford Kids Warehouse - 29 Business Park Dr.

Every Thursday, 5-6 PM

Free for all Branford Children

We are also distributing weekend nutrition through the elementary 

schools and the Branford Early Learning Center, and working on 

permission to do so at the High School and Middle School.

For further information, please go to www.feedbranfordkids.org, or find 

@feedbranfordkids on Facebook.

The Branford Microfund, Inc.

The Branford Microfund, Inc. is a 501c3 nonprofit whose mission is to 

help members of the Branford community, in need of assistance to 

see them through a financial emergency. Something a bank can’t or 

won’t do.

The Microfund offers loans of up to $3,000, interest free, with up to 30 

months to repay. The loans are for unexpected, non-recurring 

expenses such as the purchase of a car needed to get to and from 

work, a major car repair, dental work, etc. The application process is 



confidential. All you need to show is the ability to repay the loan 

without interest in up to 30 months.

The FCCB Mission Board, the Branford Rotary Club, the Branford 

Community Foundation and others have made generous donations to 

the Microfund to fund its mission.

For additional information on how to apply for a loan or make a 

donation, go to www.branfordmicrofund.org . Brochures are also 

available in the Church office. Remember, all inquiries are completely 

confidential.

Betsy Gay

Norb Church

Chip Marsh

Sunday Flower Chart

If you are able to contribute $35 

for flowers, please consider 

signing up on the flower chart 

located on the bulletin board 

outside the Russel Room. You 

can also call or send an e-mail 

and Missy will sign up for you. 

Include who/what you would 

like the flowers to be in 

honor/memory/celebration of.

Thank you so much for keeping our altar adorned, and our flower fund 

supported!



For Our Prayers This Week

We give thanks for…

The return to normalcy - step by step

Happy Birthday…

Michael Hoadley – May 30th 

We are so happy to have you in our lives!

Ongoing prayers for…

Carol Rutt, Lincoln Shaw (brother of Frank Shaw), Reg Vetrano, Jean 

Andros, Sharon Reynolds, Ethel Marchesseault (Linda’s mother) and 

Linda's Brother-in-law Charlie, Barbara O'Keefe, Tom Spivey (Linda 

Mitchell’s father), Marissa, Betsy Boynton, Ruth Greco (Mae 

Genovese’s sister), Zak and EmmaRae Carroll, Alberto Tirry (friend of 

Deb Laudano), David Lendler, Jeff Buggee, Philip Rinehart, Bianca 

Dorsi (Aunt of Betsy Dorsi), Janice Roberts (FCCB CDC), Rick Barker, 

Don Potter, William Chisholm (Teresa Sander’s Grandfather), George 

Spear, Janet Young, Colin & Justin Williams (Linda Mitchell’s cousins), 

Grace Chaplin (Paul’s mother), Nancy Dougherty, Joseph Arnson 

(Take-A-Vet Fishing Volunteer Care Member), Marge Nalewajek 

(Meghan St. Pierre's mother), Ella Furjes, and her mom, Gwen 

(Jennifer and Mareyna McCaughtry’s friends), Cory Martens (Kelly 

Marten’s brother), Jim Bolan, Rose & Tom Moore (Sharon Reynold’s 

Mom & brother), Edward DeFrancesco, Dormer Family, Robert & 



Margaret Gehm (parents of Nancy Gehm), Martha Hickman (Lil 

Sakai’s mom), Alison Hobbie (Betsy Gay’s daughter), Sylvia O’Brien, 

Lou Wells

Life Among the Believers

Sunday, May 29

10:00 am Worship Service - Meetinghouse

Monday, May 30

Tuesday, May 31

7:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal - Meetinghouse

Wednesday, June 1

Thursday, June 2

7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal - Meetinghouse

Friday, June 3

PF Youth Group Lock-In (starts at 5:00pm) - Killam’s Point Conference 

Center

Saturday, June 4

PF Youth Group Lock-In (ends at 11:00am) - Killam’s Point 

Conference Center

Sunday, June 5

10:00 am Worship Service - Meetinghouse

GLOBAL MINISTRIES - WEEKLY PRAYERS

Each week Global Ministries highlights the work our mission 

partners do in countries around the world. We're able to pray 



together for our partners and the people they serve, and learn a 

little about the ways they're bringing God's realm to earth today. 

This week we are invited to pray with the people of Indonesia.

Pray with Indonesia, May 29, 2022

Lectionary Selection: Acts 16:16-34

Prayers for Indonesia

To our Gracious and Loving Creator,

We praise Your Name above all other names. In the midst of the 

chaos of this world, keep us ever mindful that You alone are our 

strength and shield.

Today we come before you to express our gratitude for the ongoing 

ministry of the Evangelical Church of West Timor [“GMIT”]. We thank 

you for their dedicated leader, the Rev. Dr. Mery Kolimon, and the 

remarkable ministry to the most vulnerable of West Timor, including 

the women, the trafficked children, and the many migrants and 

overseas laborers. We ask that you shine your grace and guidance on 

them in the many challenges they face.



We pray for many members of GMIT (pastors, church elders and 

deacons, Sunday school teachers, youth ministry leaders, and regular 

church members), who continue to faithfully proclaim your love as they 

reach out their hands to their neighbors in need.

As a region beset by disaster and poverty, the people of West Timor 

deserve our deepest concern and support. We are grateful for the role 

that GMIT plays in serving these, the least of our brothers and sisters, 

as we are called to do by our Savior. For in serving them, we are 

serving Him and bringing glory to your name.

All of this we pray in Jesus’ name, by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.

Mission Stewardship Moment from Indonesia

If you want to see the smiling face of the Republic of Indonesia, visit 

the border town of Taloi on the southeast island of Timor, directly 

adjacent to the Democratic Republic of Timor Lesté.

The journey here is quite challenging, but with amazing panoramas 

along the way: green hills, cattle grazing in the savannah, eucalyptus 

forests that are hundreds of years old, and rice fields being tended by 

farmers who can teach us about the meaning of simplicity and 

gratitude. Taloi village is known as one of the best places for honey in 

Indonesia. The ampupu tree in the nearby forest area is a friendly and 

reliable home for millions of bees. The people graciously invite you to 

come taste for yourself the sweetness of Timor honey at its peak in 

May or June each year.

For the Easter celebration of 2022, Dr. Mery Kolimon, head of GMIT, 

traveled to this faraway border town, which was also the town where 

she grew up. The people were delighted that their leader had come to 

grace them with her presence for the Easter festivities. Upon her 

arrival after a long trip over long and bumpy roads, she was greeted 

with a treat of cool fresh coconut water and boiled cassava. Young 



church members danced around Dr. Kolimon and wrapped a beautiful 

woven scarf around her neck.

After the small welcoming ceremony, the group traveled on to the 

actual border with Timor Lesté, where they met with government 

officials and border personnel, to talk about the issue of migration and 

how to welcome those who arrive at the border due to persecution or 

suffering in their home countries. GMIT seeks to do its best to reach 

out and welcome the stranger in their midst, as we have been called 

to do since the time of our ancestor, Abraham.

Thanks be to God for the remarkable work of the people of GMIT 

under the leadership of Dr. Kolimon, grounded in their faith in our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ.

Prayer and Mission Moment by Rebecca Young

Mission Partners in Indonesia

▪ Artha Wacana Christian University (UKAW, Kupang)
▪ Christian Church of Sumba (GKS)
▪ Christian Church of Sumba Theological Seminary (STT Lewa)
▪ Christian Church of West Sulawesi (GKSB)
▪ Communion of Churches in Indonesia (PGI)
▪ Duta Wacana Christian University, Yogyakarta
▪ Protestant Evangelical Church of Timor (GMIT)
▪ Interfidei
▪ Jakarta Theological Seminary (STT Jakarta)
▪ Oase Intim
▪ Protestant Church in South Sulawesi (GPSB)
▪ Satya Wacana Christian University, Salatiga
▪ Theological Seminary of Eastern Indonesia (STT Intim)

More about Indonesia

Global Ministries Mission Co-worker in Indonesia

Rebecca teaches at the Graduate School of the Faculty of Theology of 

Artha Wacana University (GMIT) in Indonesia. Her appointment is 



made possible by gifts to the Disciples Mission Fund, Our Church’s 

Wider Mission, and your special gifts.

BCTV

This Sunday’s service will be shown on BCTV next Sunday. BCTV 

Channel 18, 1070 for Comcast customers and Channel 6004 for 

Frontier customers at 5:30 pm on Sundays.

Notifications

Information Regarding The E-Spire

• The deadline for an article to be published in the weekly e-spire 

is 12pm on Tuesdays.

• Email articles to office@firstcongregationalbranford.org

• Those who have requested a paper copy now receive a copy of the 

weekly e-spire in the mail. 

• The e-spire is only mailed out weekly if it can be done in a timely 

fashion.

If you have not received recent e-Spires, or would like to 

subscribe to our weekly newsletters, please let the office know 

and we’d be happy to help! 

Check out the church Facebook page! This is a public page for 

everyone to be able to see everything going on at OUR church.



Please be reminded that this page is open to the public and therefore 

no pictures should be shared of children unless the parents are asked 

specifically. The FCCB Youth Ministries CLOSED GROUP is where 

pictures including children can be posted.

Click the link below to be brought right to the page and like it!

https://www.facebook.com/FirstCongregationalBranford/

AMAZON SMILE DONATIONS

PLEASE shop at smile.amazon.com, and 

First Congregational Church can receive 

donations from AmazonSmile.

StartWithaSmile at smile.amazon.com/ch/06-6042800 for your 

purchases and Amazon donates to First Congregational Church.
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